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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: HDP-2018-0663 HLC DATE:  January 28, 2019 

    February 25, 2019 

 PC DATE:   

     

APPLICANT:  Historic Landmark Commission 

 

HISTORIC NAME:  Mann-Greenhill House 

 

WATERSHED:  Johnson Creek 

 

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  3204 Bridle Path 

 

ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 

 

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff does not recommend the proposed zoning 

change from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to 

single family residence – Historic Landmark – neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining 

district zoning.  If the Commission votes to release the application for the demolition permit, 

then staff recommends completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting f 

photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 

archiving at the Austin History Center. 

 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 

Architecture and Historical Associations 

 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house reflects Cape Cod massing and Colonial Revival 

details, especially in the window and door configuration, both common 

architectural trends in Austin from the 1920s through the late 1940s.  The 

house has insufficient architectural distinction to warrant individual 

designation as a historic landmark. 

b. Historical association. The house has associations with two leaders of the legal 

profession in Texas – Gerald C. Mann, who served as Secretary of State and as 

Attorney General in the late 1930s and early 1940s, followed by Joe Greenhill, 

who served as Attorney General before being appointed to the Texas Supreme 

Court, where he served for 25 years, 10 years as chief justice.  Staff recognizes 

the importance of these two people in the legal profession but does not believe 

that the house qualifies as a historic landmark because of their associations.  

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  January 28, 2019:  Postpone the case to 

February 25, 2019 to obtain more information on Mrs. Greenhill.  Vote: 7-0 (Reed, Brown, 
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Hibbs, and Tollett absent).  February 25, 2019:  Initiated historic zoning.  Vote:  7-1 (Reed 

and Hibbs absent; Little opposed). 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   

 

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 

Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 

 

ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 

 

CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  West Austin Neighborhood Group 

 

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 

Architecture:  

One-and-a-half story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a combination of Cape 

Cod massing and Colonial Revival details; full-width inset porch; single 6:6 fenestration. 

Historical Associations: 

The house was built around 1940.  The first occupants were Gerald C. and Anna M. Mann, 

who rented the house for about 4 years in the early 1940s.  Gerald C. Mann was a former 

football star at SMU, where he earned the nickname of the “Little Red Arrow.”  After college, 

he went to Harvard Law School then returned to Texas to practice law with his brother in 

Dallas.  He was appointed Texas Secretary of State in 1935, and Attorney General of the 

State of Texas in 1938.  He served as attorney general until 1944, when he returned to private 

practice in Dallas.  Through his tenure as attorney general, Mann was an avid supporter of 

FDR’s progressive policies, and embarked on a campaign of trust-busting in Texas.  He died 

in Dallas in 1990. 

From around 1945 until recently, the house was owned and occupied by Joe P. and Martha 

Greenhill.  Joe P. Greenhill was a native of Houston and was became an assistant state 

attorney general in 1948.  While in that position, he argued the losing side of Sweatt v. 

Painter, the landmark civil rights case that led to the ultimate overturning of the doctrine of 

separate but equal in public schools.  Through this case, he and Thurgood Marshall, the 

African-American attorney representing Heman Sweatt, became friends.  He was a founder 

(with Judge Ireland Graves and Chrys Dougherty) of the prominent Austin law firm of 

Graves, Dougherty and Greenhill in 1950.  Governor Price Daniel appointed him to fill a 

vacancy on the Texas Supreme Court in 1957, and he was elected to serve on the Supreme 

Court in 1958.  He became Chief Justice of the Supreme Court in 1972, and served in that 

capacity until his retirement 10 years later.  In his later years, he worked to install processes 

for arbitration and mediation in Texas jurisprudence, allowing low-income people access to 

the legal system to settle disputes without having to file an expensive lawsuit.  Justice 

Greenhill died in 2011; his widow, Martha, died in 2018. 

 

PARCEL NO.:  0116080806 

 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  LOT 7 * & E26.5FT OF LOT 6 BLK 11 TOBIN & JOHNSON 
SUBD 
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ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $8,500 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,500 

(capped). 

 

APPRAISED VALUE:  $859,070 

 

PRESENT USE:  Residence 

 

CONDITION:  Good 

 

PRESENT OWNERS:   

Benjamin and Kristen Polidore 

3204 Bridle Path 

Austin, Texas 78703 

 

DATE BUILT:  ca. 1940 

 

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Small additions to the side and rear of the house. 

 

ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Gerald and Anna Mann (1940) 

 

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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3204 Bridle Path 
ca. 1940 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

3204 Bridle Path 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2018 
 
1992  Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 
  Lawyer, Baker & Botts, attorneys, 98 San Jacinto Street. 
 
1985-86 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 
  Chief justice, Texas Supreme Court 
 
1981  Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 
  Chief justice, Texas Supreme Court 
 
1977  Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 
  Chief justice, Texas Supreme Court 
 
1973  Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 

Chief justice, Texas Supreme Court 
 
1968  Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 
  Associate justice, Texas Supreme Court 
  Also listed are Joe Greenhill, Jr. and William D. Greenhill, both students. 
 
1965  Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 

Associate justice, Texas Supreme Court 
Also listed is Joe P. Greenhill, Jr., a student. 
 

1961  Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 
  Associate justice, Texas Supreme Court 
  Also listed is Joe P. Greenhill, Jr., a student. 
 
1957  Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 

Partner (with Ireland Graves and Chrys Dougherty), Graves, Dougherty & 
Greenhill, attorneys, 1003 Capital National Bank Building, 114 W. 7th Street. 

 
1954  Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 

Partner (with Ireland Graves and Chrys Dougherty), Graves, Dougherty & 
Greenhill, attorneys, 1003 Capital National Bank Building, 114 W. 7th Street. 

1952  Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 
Partner (with Ireland Graves and Chrys Dougherty), Graves, Dougherty & 
Greenhill, attorneys, 1005 Capital National Bank Building, 114 W. 7th Street. 

 
1949 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 
 Assistant State Attorney General 
 
1947 Joe P. and Martha Greenhill, owners 

Briefing attorney, State Supreme Court 
 

1944-45 Lydia H. Cage, renter 
Consultant, State Department of Public Welfare 
Also listed is Harriet H. Cage, a private secretary. 
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NOTE:  Joe P. and Martha Greenhill are not listed in the directory. 
 
1942  Gerald C. and Anna M. Mann, renters 
  Attorney General, State of Texas 

NOTE:  Joe and Martha Greenhill are listed at 1102 Eason Avenue; he was a 
clerk at the State Supreme Court. 

 
1941  Vacant 

NOTE:  Gerald C. and Anna M. Mann are listed at 104 W. 33rd Street.  He was 
the attorney general of the State of Texas. 

 
1940  The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Gerald C. and Anna M. Mann (ca. 1941 – ca. 1944) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Gerald C. and Anna Mary Mann as the renters of the house at 104 
W. 33rd Street in Austin.  Gerald C. Mann was 33, had been born in Texas, and was the attorney 
general of the State of Texas.  Anna Mary Mann was 31, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had 2 children: Jerry, 9; and Lola, 7.  Both had been born in Texas.  The 
family lived in Washington, D.C. in 1935. 
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Gerald Mann returns to Dallas 

Austin American-Statesman, March 1, 1936 
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Gerald C. Mann is sworn in as Attorney General of Texas 

Austin American-Statesman, January 1, 1939 
 

 

 
 

 
Story about Gerald C. Mann 

Austin Statesman, April 12, 1940 
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Gerald C. Mann was popular among voters for a Senate run 

Austin American-Statesman, August 17, 1941 
 
 
Gerald C. Mann was born in Sulphur Springs, Texas in 1907.  He attended Southern Methodist 
University, where he was twice an All-American quarterback and earned the nickname of the 
“Little Red Arrow.”  He obtained his law degree from Harvard University, then returned to Texas 
and opened a law firm in Dallas with his brother.  In 1935, he was appointed the Texas Secretary 
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of State, and in 1939, he became the Attorney General of the State of Texas, a position he held 
until 1944, when he returned to Dallas and went back into a private law practice.  He was known 
for his aggressive pursuit of an agenda of trust-busting while serving as Attorney General.  In the 
larger political world, he was a progressive and strongly supported Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 
administration.  He remained very active in Democratic party politics in Dallas, and served as the 
Texas director of the Kennedy-Johnson presidential campaign in 1960.  He died in Dallas in 1990.  
His wife, Anna Mary Mars Mann, died in Dallas in 2002.  They are both buried there. 
From “A Guide to the Gerald C. Mann Papers,” Briscoe Center for American History, University 

of Texas at Austin, and other sources. 
 
 
Joe R. and Martha Greenhill (ca. 1945 – ca. 2011) 
Joe R. Greenhill was born in Houston in 1914 and died in 2011.  He served on the Texas Supreme 
Court for 25 years, the last 10 of those as chief justice.  He got his law degree from the University 
of Texas in 1939, where he was a member of the Texas Cowboys.  He became an assistant 
attorney general of Texas in 1948, co-founded Graves, Dougherty & Greenhill in 1950, and was 
appointed to the Texas Supreme Court by Governor Price Daniel in 1957.  He was elected to the 
court in 1958 and was appointed Chief Justice in 1972.  He retired in 1982.  He received an 
honorary doctor of law degree from SMU in 1977, and joined the firm of Baker Botts in 1982. 
 
As attorney general, Joe Greenhill represented the State of Texas in the case of Sweatt v. Painter, 
when African-American student Heman Sweatt sued to be admitted to the University of Texas 
School of Law.  Greenhill argued against Thurgood Marshall in this case at the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which ultimately allowed Sweatt to integrate the UT School of Law and paved the way for 
the Brown v. Board of Education case out of Kansas that integrated public schools throughout the 
country. 
 
In the 1980s Judge Greenhill worked to change state laws restricting the use of arbitration and 
mediation, benefitting many low-income people who now have a new forum to settle disputes 
without the need for expensive litigation. 

From Baker Botts attorney profiles 
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Joe Greenhill appointed to the Texas Supreme Court 

Austin Statesman, August 27, 1957 
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Story on Justice Joe R. Greenhill 
Texas Star, February 25, 1973 
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Justice Joe R. Greenhill 
 

Judge Joe R. Greenhill The Hon Joe R. Greenhill, chief justice of the Texas Supreme Court 

from 1972 to 1982, was born in Houston July 14, 1914, the son of Joe Greenhill, Jr., and 

Violet Stanuell Greenhill. He was graduated from San Jacinto High School in Houston and 

afterwards received B.A., and B.B.A. degrees from the University of Texas, and an L.L.B 

Degree from the University of Texas Law School, where he graduated at the top of this 

class. He was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, the editor of the Cactus (the University of Texas 

yearbook), and a student editor of the Texas Law Review. Judge Greenhill received a 

Doctor of Law degree (honorary) from Southern Methodist University. He was selected 

Distinguished Alumnus of the University of Texas at Austin (1974), the University of Texas 

Law School (1977), and the University of Texas College of Business Administration (1977). 

He was married to Martha Shuford of Tyler on June 15, 1940. He and Martha celebrated 

their 70th wedding anniversary in June 2010 with the entire immediate family. Judge 

Greenhill commenced his legal career as a briefing attorney for the Texas Supreme Court 

working with Chief Justice James Alexander and Associate Justices John Sharp and Richard 

Critz. During World War II, he served 4 years on active duty, first in naval intelligence, then 

as Executive Officer on a fleet minesweeper in the forward area in the Pacific. As First 

Assistant Attorney General of Texas from 1948 to 1950, he tried and handled appeals for 

many major cases, including several argued before the United States Supreme Court. He 

was a partner in the firm of Graves, Dougherty & Greenhill, Austin, from 1950 until 1957, 

when he was appointed to the Texas Supreme Court by Governor Price Daniel. His tenure, 

capped by service as chief justice from October 1972 to October 1982, was the longest in 

the history of the state's highest tribunal. After retirement from the Supreme Court he 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/university-of-texas/?personid=148550134&affiliateID=844
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=148550134&affiliateID=844


A.2 - 32 

became Of Counsel with Baker Botts in Austin. Judge Greenhill was Executive Director, 

then Executive Director Emeritus of the Texas Bar Foundation. He received the Gold Medal 

Award from the Freedom Foundation, was a member of the Warren W. Burger Society 

and the Order of St. John's, and was a 33rd Degree Scottish Rite Mason. He was a member 

and former president of the Texas Supreme Count Historical Society and of the 

Philosophical Society of Texas. He is the honoree of the Chief Justice Greenhill Presidential 

Scholarship in Law by the University of Texas Law School and the Chief Justice Joe 

Greenhill Scholarship by the Texas Wesleyan School of Law, Fort Worth, which provide 

scholarships for law students each year. He was co-incorporator of the Texas Center for 

Legal Ethics and Professionalism. Judge Greenhill was a member, vestryman, and Senior 

Warden of St. David's Episcopal Church in Austin. As legal advisor to the Right Reverend 

John Hines, Bishop of the Diocese of Texas, he was instrumental in resolving legal issues 

involved in the acquisition of the land on which the Episcopal Seminary of the Southwest 

in Austin was built. Judge Greenhill's years as Chief Justice of the Texas Supreme Court 

were distinguished by transformation in Texas negligence law, a breakthrough he 

engineered to allow greater alternative dispute resolution, and his championing 

expansion of the state's courts of appeals' jurisdiction to ease years of backlogs at the 

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals. As First Assistant Attorney General he defended Texas in 

Sweatt v. Painter, a desegregation challenge to the University of Texas School of Law in 

1950. He lost before the U.S. Supreme Court. Twenty-seven years later he helped dedicate 

a new building at Texas Southern University's Thurgood Marshall School of Law, named 

for the African-American counsel who had prevailed in the Sweatt case. Marshall became 

in 1967 the U. S. Supreme Court's first African American justice. Initially reluctant to have 

the Texas Southern law school named for him, Marshall yielded upon Judge Greenhill's 

urging. The two jurists had personal and professional relationships that intersected more 

than once. On May 17, 1954, when the U. S. Supreme Court unanimously struck down 

state laws requiring school segregation, in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, the 

Greenhill family was visiting the Court. Thurgood Marshall, once an opponent, now the 

elated victor in U.S. history's greatest civil-rights case, swept Judge Greenhill's son, Bill, 

onto his shoulders and ran him through the white marbled Great Hall of the Court. Judge 

Greenhill is survived by his wife, Martha, his sons, Joe Jr. (Austin), Bill and his wife Ann 

(Fort Worth), granddaughter, Emily Pierce and her husband, Adam, (Brooklyn), grandsons 

Duke Greenhill, Frank Greenhill, Joe Greenhill V and his wife, Melissa, and great grandson 

Elliott Pierce and great granddaughter Violet Pierce. Honorary Pall Bearers are: Bob 

Shannon, Larry York, Scott Field, Susan Gusky, Mary Keller, Patrick Keel, Joe Knight, Bob 

Howell, Polly Powell, and Joe Faron. Instead of flowers, contributions may be sent to The 

Gladney Center for Adoption, Development Department 300 John Ryan Drive Fort Worth, 

TX 76132; St. David's Episcopal Church, 301 East 8th Street, Austin, TX 78701-3280; the 

Texas Supreme Court Historical Society, 205 West 14th Street, Austin, TX 78701-1614; or 
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to a charity of choice. Arrangements are being made by Weed-Corley-Fish, Austin Texas. 

A memorial service will be held at 2:00 p.m., at St. David's Episcopal Church, 301 East 8th 

Street in Austin, on Tuesday, February 15. There will be a reception in the Parish Hall 

following the memorial service. 
Obituary of Joe R. Greenhill 

Austin American-Statesman, February 13, 2011 
 
 
 

GREENHILL, Martha Shuford  

 

Martha Shuford Greenhill, known to many as "GG," passed away on May 2nd, 2018 at the 

age of 100. She was the devoted wife of Judge Joe Greenhill, and a loving mother, 

grandmother, and great-grandmother. Martha was born August 25, 1917 in Tyler, Texas. 

She was the daughter of Harry D. Shuford and Alla Mae "Bright Rose" Duke, and sister to 

her two brothers, Harry and Bill. At age 16, she attended Tyler Junior College, where she 

was elected to Phi Theta Kappa, and was the Princess of Tyler's first Rose Festival. She 

went on to attend the University of Texas from 1936-1938 as a Phi Theta Kappa and Phi 

Lamba Theta, honorary. She graduated with a B.A., Cum Laude at age 20. After college, 

she taught elementary school at Becker and John B. Winn. She married Judge Joe Greenhill 

on June 15th, 1940. They were married for 70 years, residing in the same Austin home 

since 1945. Martha loved St. David's Church in Austin. An active member there, she taught 

Sunday school, served on the altar guild, and in many other volunteer positions. Outside 

of St. David's, she was a founding member of the Austin Wives Club and an organizing 

member of the Women's Symphony League. She was involved with the Settlement Club 

and Junior League, working with children in the Cerebral Palsy Center. Martha liked pink, 

pound cake, and Miss Piggy. She adored bridge, crossword puzzles, and her Bible study 

fellowship. She was a prolific letter writer. She made friends wherever she went and loved 

her family fiercely. Martha is survived by her two sons, Joe Greenhill, Jr. and William D. 

Greenhill, and her daughter-in-law, Ann Greenhill. She will be missed by her 

grandchildren, Emily Greenhill Pierce, Duke Greenhill, Frank Greenhill, and Joe Greenhill V 

and his wife Melissa, by her great-grandchildren Elliott, Violet, James, and Joe; by her 

nephews, Harry and David Shuford, and her grandnieces, Rebecca Shuford and Virginia 

Freire. We love you, GG. A memorial service will be held at 2:30pm at St. David's Episcopal 

Church, 301 East 8th Street in Austin, on Tuesday, May 8th. There will be a reception in 

the Parish Hall following the memorial service. In lieu of flowers, Martha requested that 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/university-of-texas/?personid=188936087&affiliateID=844
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donations be made to St. David's Episcopal Church, 301 East 8th Street, Austin, TX 78701; 

The Gladney Center for Adoption, Development Department, 300 John Ryan Drive, Fort 

Worth, TX 76132; or to the Settlement Home for Children, 1600 Payton Gin Road, Austin 

TX 78758.  
Obituary of Martha Greenhill 

Austin American-Statesman, May 6, 2018 
 
 
 

 
Building permit to Joe Greenhill for an addition (1957) 

 

 


