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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MARCH 25, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0085 

607 TEXAS AVENUE 

 

PROPOSAL 

Partial demolition of a ca. 1930 house to construct a two- and two-and-a-half story addition. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled, brick veneered house with a partial-width inset 

porch on square brick posts; single and paired 6:6 fenestration. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built in 1930 by Henry and Jewel Beck, who lived here for 

the rest of their lives.  Henry Beck was a native of Fort Worth and worked as a court reporter, 

first for the Texas Railroad Commission, and later for the Travis County district courts.  He 

was active in the Texas Shorthand Reporters’ Association and the Austin Lions Club, working 

to get a granite monument detailing the six flags over Texas on the State Capitol grounds in 

1940.  He passed away in 1972; Jewel Beck died in 1977.  The house then had a series of 

owners and renters through the 1990s. 

PROPOSAL FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION 

The applicant proposes an addition to the first floor and the addition of a second floor to the 

house.  The proposed addition will add 296 square feet to the first floor, 1,175 square feet to 

the second story, and 240 square feet of habitable attic space to the 1,218 square foot existing 

house.  The proposed second story addition will be offset to the left of the house, and will 

contain a front-facing gable with paired 6:6 fenestration and a shed-dormer to the east (left).  

The area of the second story addition with the habitable space in the attic will be set further 

back and will be front-have a front-facing gable. 

The materials proposed for the addition are brick, hardi-plank, and stucco.  Some of the 

windows removed from the existing house will be re-used in the addition, particularly in the 

front-facing sections with brick veneer.  Additional fenestration will be Marvin Integrity 

fiberglass windows divided lite casement and picture windows.  The roof will have 

dimensional asphalt shingles. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house was listed with no priority for research in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources 

Survey (1984). 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a nice example of a brick-veneered cottage of the 

early 1930s with some nod to bungalow scale and Tudor Revival detailing, but 

is otherwise not noteworthy for its architecture. 

b. Historical association. The house was owned and occupied by a court reporter 

and his wife for over 40 years; there do not appear to be significant historical 

associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
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or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The proposed addition is large and has the potential to overwhelm the original house.  Staff 

recognizes that the house does not qualify as a historic landmark, but is completely intact 

now, and would definitely be contributing to a potential historic district in the neighborhood.  

Staff recommends scaling back the addition from the front, so that the existing house retains 

a much higher degree of articulation in the proposed configuration, but release of the permit 

upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all 

elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin 

History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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607 Texas Avenue 
ca. 1930 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
607 Texas Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2015 
 
1992  Dennis M. Wallace, owner 

Production analyst, Motorola, communications equipment,1950 Rutland Drive. 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Dennis M. Wallace was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1985-86 Jeff and Molly Joseph, renters 

Jeff: Employed by the Hyatt Regency, hotel, 208 Barton Springs Road. 
  Molly:  Interior designer 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Jeff and Molly Joseph were new residents at 
this address. 

 
1981  N.K. McMillan, owner 
  Nurse, Seton Medical Center 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that N.K. McMillan was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1977  Patricia Horn, renter 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  Jewell Beck died May 10, 1977; her last address was this house. 
 
1973  Jewell A. Beck, owner 
  Widow, Henry Beck 
  No occupation listed 
 
1968  Henry and Jewell A. Beck, owners 
  Court reporter, 406 Travis County Court House 
 
1962  Henry and Jewell Beck, owners 
  Court reporter, 406 Travis County Court House 
 
1959  Henry and Jewell A. Beck, owners 
  Court reporter, 98th Judicial District 
 
1955  Henry and Jewell Beck, owners 
  Court reporter, 98th Judicial District 
 
1952  Henry and Jewel Beck, owners 
  Court reporter, 98th Judicial District 
 
1949  Henry and Jewell A. Beck, owners 
  Court reporter 
 
1947  Henry and Jewell Beck, owners 
  Court reporter, 126th District Court 
 
1944-45 Henry and Jewell Beck, owners 
  Court reporter, Travis County District Court 
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1941  Henry and Jewell Beck, owners 
  Court reporter 
 
1939  Henry and Jewell Beck, owners 
  Court reporter 
 
1937  Henry and Jewel Beck, owners 
  Chief reporter, Railroad Commission of Texas 
 
1935  Henry and Jewell Beck, owners 
  Reporter, Railroad Commission of Texas 
 
1932-33 Henry and Jewell Beck, owners 
  Chief reporter, Railroad Commission of Texas 
 
1930-31 The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Henry and Jewell Beck are listed at 2904 Rio Grande Street.  He was the 
court reporter for the Railroad Commission of Texas. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Henry and Jewell Beck (ca. 1930 – ca. 1977) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Henry and Jewell Beck as the owners of this house, which was 
worth $5,000.  Henry Beck was 36, had been born in Texas, and was a court reporter for the state 
Railroad Commission.  Jewell Beck was 34, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had 2 daughters: Patricia, 8; and Barbara, 2.  Both girls had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows henry and Jewel Beck as the renters of the house at 2904 Rio 
Grande Street.  Henry Beck was 26, had been born in Texas, and as a court reporter for the 
Railroad Commission.  Jewel Beck was 24, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  
They had no children listed with them. 
 
His 1972 death certificate shows that Henry Beck was living in this house at the time of his death.  
He was born in 1903 in Fort Worth and was a court reporter.  He was married.  Emma Jewell 
Beck was living in this house at the time of her death in 1977.  She was born in Buffalo Gap, 
Texas in 1905, and was a widowed homemaker. 
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News story on Henry Beck’s leadership in the Texas Shorthand Reporters Association and 

sponsorship of the creation of a state examining board for shorthand reporters and counter-act 
misuse of the Texas Paupers’ Oath law which deprived court reporters of fees upon the signing 

of an affidavit that a litigant could not afford the costs. 
Austin Statesman, August 4, 1937 
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Story on Henry Beck’s leadership in a drive by the Austin Lions Club to erect a six-flags over 

Texas monument on the State Capitol grounds 
Austin Statesman, March 7, 1940 
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Obituary of Henry Beck 

Austin American, March 21, 1972 
 

 
Obituary of Jewel Beck 

Austin American-Statesman, May 11, 1977 
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Water service permit to Henry Beck for this house (1930)  
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Sewer connection application by Henry Beck for this house (1931) 

 


