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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

APRIL 22, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0148 

3903 PETE’S PATH 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1949 house and detached garage. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, irregular-plan, hipped-roof frame house with a projecting front bay with a hipped 

roof containing a fixed-sash picture window with two flanking sash windows; partial-width 

inset porch with an ornamental metal support.  

RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1949 by Meredith H. “Babe” Green and his wife, Snowdy.  Babe Green 

was a mail carrier for the Post Office.  He and Snowdy lived here until around 1953, when 

they moved to a house on Ridgehaven Drive.  Rev. Robert D. and Betty R. Lovell purchased 

the house after the Greens moved, and lived here until Rev. Lovell accepted a pastorship at 

a university-related church in Champaign, Illinois in 1959.  While in Austin Rev. Lovell was 

the assistant pastor at the University Baptist Church.  From around 1963 until around 1972, 

the house was owned and occupied by Leroy and Isabella Hinze, formerly of Bartlett, in 

Williamson County, Texas.  Leroy Hinze was an attendant at Austin State School.  He passed 

away in 1974.  There has been a series of short-term renters and owners in the house since 

the 1970s, none with an occupation shown in the city directory listings. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the scope of any City survey to date. 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a post-World War II cottage with a boxy composition 

and little architectural distinction.  The house is somewhat of an anomaly in 

the Ridglea neighborhood, which features more traditional styles of post-war 

design and construction. 

b. Historical association. The house reflects ownership and occupancy by middle-

class families, including that of a mail carrier, an assistant minister, and an 

attendant at the Austin State School.  There do not appear to be significant 

historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 

the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
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photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 

archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house does not meet the criteria for individual 

designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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3903 Pete’s Path 
ca. 1949 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
3903 Pete’s Path 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April, 2019 
 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  The house was built in 1949. 
  NOTE:  Meredith H. and Snowdy Green are listed at 2904 Rosewood   
  Avenue; he was a mail carrier for the Post Office. 
 
1952  Meredith H. and Snowdy S. Green, owners 
  Mail, carrier, Post Office 
 
1955  Rev. Robert D. and Betty R. Lovell, owners 
  Minister, University Baptist Church 
  NOTE:  Meredith H. and Snodie [sic] Green are listed at 1600    
  Ridgehaven Drive.  He was a mail carrier for the Post Office. 
 
1959  Rev. Robert D and Betty R. Lovell, owners 
  Assistant pastor, University Baptist Church 
 
1962  Charles E. Kasper, owner 
  No occupation listed 
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1965  Leroy G. and Isabella E. Hinze, owners 
  Attendant, State School 
 
1968  Leroy G. and Isabella E. Hinze, owners 
  Attendant, State School 
 
1973  Vacant 
 
1977  Sue Calfee, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Sue Calfee was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  Judith Ramey, renter 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The directory indicates that Judith Ramey was a new resident at   
  this address. 
 
1985-86 Barney Harris, owner 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The directory indicates that Barney Harris was a new resident at   
  this address. 
 
1992  Thomas J. Levert, owner 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The directory indicates that Thomas J. Levert was a new resident  
  at this address. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Meredith H. and Snowdy Green (ca. 1949 – ca. 1953) 
His 1940 World War II draft card shows that Meredith Henry Green was born in Tracy, Texas in 
1918 and was unemployed.  He was 5’-9”, weighed 155, and had a ruddy complexion with black 
hair and gray eyes. 
 
Meredith Henry Green married Snowdy Caffey in Travis County in 1941. 
 
Meredith Henry Green’s 1971 death certificate shows that he was living at 1600 Ridgehaven Drive 
at the time of his death.  He was born in Texas in 1918 and was employed by the U.S. Post Office.  
Snowdy Selita Caffey Green was born in Rockdale, Texas in 1918 and died in Austin in 2009. 
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Obituary of Meredith H. “Babe” Green 
Austin American, February 16, 1971 
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Obituary of Snowdy Green 

Austin American-Statesman, December 2, 2009 
 

 
 
Rev. Robert D. and Betty Lovell (ca. 1953 – ca. 1959) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Robert D. Lovell as the 12-year old son of George A. and Virginia 
Lovell of Dallas, Texas.  Robert was born in Illinois and had no occupation listed.  His older 
brother, George A. Lovell, Jr., 13, was born in Florida.  George A. Lovell, Sr., 38, was born in 
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Kentucky and was an insurance salesman.  Virginia Lovell, 40, was born in Mississippi and was 
a seamstress. 
 
Robert Daniel Lovell’s 1945 World War II draft card shows that he was a student at SMU and 
living in Dallas.  He was born in Chicago, Illinois in 1927.  He was 5’-10”, weighed 155 pounds, 
and had a ruddy complexion with black hair and blue eyes. 
 
Following their residence in this house, Robert D. and Betty Lovell moved to Champaign, Illinois, 
where he became the pastor of a church there. 
 

 
Story on a party held for Betty Lovell before her move to Illinois 

Austin Statesman, July 30, 1959 
 

 
Rev. Robert D. and Betty Lovell return to Austin for a visit 

Austin Statesman, August 4, 1961 
 
Leroy G. and Isabella Hinze (ca. 1963 – ca. 1972) 
Leroy G. Hinze appears in the 1930 U.S. Census for Williamson County, Texas as the 13-year 
old son of August and Martha A. Hinze, who owned their farm on the Bartlett and Wahlberg Road.  
Leroy G. Hinze was born in Texas and had no occupation listed.  He was the youngest of August 
and Martha’s 7 children.  August Hinze was a 62-year old Texas-born farmer whose parents had 
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been born in Berlin, Germany.  Martha Hinze, 56, was born in Saxony, Germany and had no 
occupation listed. 
 
His 1940 World War II draft card shows that Leroy Gus Hinze was born in Williamson County, 
Texas in 1916 and was living in Bartlett, Texas, where he worked for a grain company.  He was 
5’-7”, weighed 205 pounds and had a ruddy complexion with black hair and brown eyes. 
 
Leroy Gus Hinze’s 1974 death certificate shows that he was living in Pflugerville, Texas at the 
time of his death.  He was born in 1916 in Bartlett, Texas and was retired from Austin State 
School.  Isabella Hinze was born in 1917 in Bartlett, Texas and died in 2004.  Both are buried in 
the Bartlett City Cemetery. 
 

 
Death notice for Isabella Hinze 

Austin American-Statesman, April 13, 2004 
 
 

 
Building permit to Meredith Green for the construction of this house (1949) 
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Water service permit to Meredith Green for this address (1949) 

 
 

 
Sewer connection application by Meredith Green for this address (1949) 

 

 


