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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MAY 20, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0200 

415 EAST 30TH STREET 

 

PROPOSAL  

Demolish a ca. 1892 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan, cross-gabled Folk Victorian building with replacement asbestos siding; 

scalloped wood shingles at gable end; 1:1 replacement windows with wood screens; modified 

partial-width shed porch with cinderblock railing; composition shingle roof. 

 

RESEARCH 

The house at 415 East 30th Street was built around 1892 by English immigrant William J. 

Warren, a local grocer who sold produce on Lavaca Street and Congress Avenue with his sons 

from at least 1887 to his death in the late 1890s. Sidney G. Warren, his middle son, also lived 

in the house and worked at Bosche’s laundry on Congress Avenue with other members of the 

Warren family. Newspaper records indicate that Sidney G. Warren owned multiple 

commercial lots in Austin, some of which he sold or leased to laundry operators around town. 

After William Warren’s death between 1893 and 1895, the house was left to his son John, 

who worked as a clerk at his brother Frederick’s grocery and, later, a driver at Bosche’s 

laundry. John A. Warren and his wife Florence lived in the house for at least 14 years. 

 

By 1909, the house had been sold by the Warren family and was occupied by a series of renters 

and short-term owners for most of its history. Notable residents include Hugo Brueggeman, 

a concrete contractor, who installed many of Austin’s earliest sidewalks with his father and 

brother at the time of his residence in the house in 1916. The Brueggeman family home at 

107 W 30th Street is a city landmark and Recorded Texas Historic Landmark.  Austin 

businessman C.A.A. Bloebaum and his family briefly occupied the house in the 1930s, and 

the Mobley family, proprietors of the San Jacinto Barbershop, lived there between 1949 and 

1952. Throughout the 1960s and ‘70s, it was home to several University of Texas students 

and research associates.  

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The building was listed in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984), but was not 

assigned a priority rating for research. 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 

1) The building is more than 50 years old. 

2) The building appears to retain a low degree of integrity.  

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City 

of Austin Land Development Code, Section 25-2-352).  

a. Architecture. While the building clearly began as a Folk Victorian modified L-plan 

house, its exterior materials, windows, and original porch have been removed and/or 

replaced. The existing house does not retain sufficient integrity to exemplify its style 

and type. 

b. Historical association. The home’s longest and oldest association is with the Warren 

family. Though the Warrens’ business ventures were relatively far-reaching for the 
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time, there is limited information on their impact as business owners to Austin as a 

whole. While other residents also had potential contributions to Austin’s history, their 

tenancies were not long enough to constitute significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data 

concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property does not appear to have a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or 

cultural identity of the city, a neighborhood, or a particular group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 

with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 

the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 

photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 

archiving at the Austin History Center; additionally, encourage reuse of any salvageable 

historic materials from both the interior and exterior of the house.  Though the house is 

distinguished by its age, it does not retain sufficient integrity to meet the standard for 

designation as an individual landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Occupancy History 

 
City Directory research, Austin History Center 

Completed by Historic Preservation Office staff, April 2019 

 

Note: This building appears in the directories as 413, 123, 121, and 119 E. 30th Street. 
1891 Warren family, purveyors of fruits and vegetables, listed as living southeast of the 

Lampasas railroad and north of the City limits.  

 

1893 William J. Warren, owner 

Groceries, 301 W. 6th cor. Lavaca 

 

Sidney G. Warren, renter 

Driver, Pearl Steam Laundry 

 

1895 Emma W. Warren (wid. W. J. Warren) 

No occupation listed 

 

John E. Warren 

Clerk, F. W. Warren, grocer, 103 W. 6th St and 1604 Lavaca 

 

Robert E. Warren 

Clerk, F.W. Warren 

 

Sidney G. Warren 

Driver, Troy Laundry 

 

1897-98 Emma E. Warren  (wid. W. J. Warren) 

No occupation listed 

 

John A. Warren 

Clerk, F.W. Warren 

 

John H. Warren, owner 

Clerk, F.W. Warren 

 

Robert E. Warren 

Clerk, F.W. Warren 

 

Sidney G. Warren 

Driver, Troy Laundry 
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1900 John A. Warren, renter 

Clerk, F.W. Warren groceries 

 

1903 John A. Warren, renter 

Driver, Bosche’s Troy Laundry 

 

1905 John A. Warren, renter 

Driver, Bosche’s Troy Laundry 

 

1906 John A. Warren, renter 

Driver, Bosche’s Troy Laundry 

Note: The directory indicates that 4 additional occupants live in the Warren household.  

 

1909 John A. Warren, renter 

Solicitor, Bosche’s Troy Laundry 

Note: The directory indicates that 5 additional occupants live in the Warren household.  

 

1910 John Newark, renter 

No occupation listed  

 

1912 Prentiss J. Parker, renter 

Traveling salesman, Armour & Co. 

 

1914 Prentiss James Parker, renter 

Traveling salesman 

 

1916 Hugo Brueggeman, renter 

Concrete contractor, office 801 Littlefield Building 

 

1918 J. P. and Winnie Kounty, renters 

Student 

 

1920 Vacant 

1922 M.M. and Sophie Anderson, renters 

No occupations listed 

 

1924 J.E. and Anna H. Smith, owners 

Agent, American National Insurance Company 

 

1927 Vacant 

 

1929 E. P. and Nina Smith, renters 

Student, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 

 

1932-33 Chester Alan Arthur and Veva Bloebaum, renters 

Solicitor for C.A. Dahlich, furniture 

 

William Bloebaum, renter 

D.V.M. student, UT 

 

1935 Mrs. Myrtle Ayers (wid. William R.), renter 

No occupation listed 

 

1939 Oscar and Lillie M. Jones, renters 

Janitor 

 

G.E. and Emily M. Reeves, renters 
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No occupations listed 

 

1941 George F. and Emma Drosche, renters 

Laborer 

 

George H. Drosche, renter 

Fountain worker 

 

Herman A. Drosche, renter 

Doorman  

 

1944 A.W. and Essie Stamnitz, renters 

Clerk 

Note: The directory indicates that 3 additional occupants live in the Stamnitz household. 

 

1947 Mrs. Helen Atha (wid. John F.), owner 

No occupation listed 

 

1949 Truett L. and Gertrude Mobley, renters 

Proprietors, San Jacinto Barber Shop 

 

Truett T. Mobley, renter 

Student 

 

1952 No return 

 

1955 Vacant 

 

1959 John W. Kennedy, renter 

No occupation listed 

 

1962 Franklin and Patricia Ruff, renters 

Student 

 

1965 Henry C. and Jo-Dell Lynn, renters 

Student 

1968 Cinyuan (Xinyuan) Lee, renter 

Students 

 

1973 Lin Hong Lee, renter 

No occupation listed 

 

1977 San Ardi and Chung-Chen Lee, renters 

Research assistant, University of Texas 

 

1981 Sue A. Mutchles, renter 

No occupation listed 

Note: The directory indicates that Sue Mutches was a new resident. 

 

1985-86 Vacant 

 

1992 Vacant 
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Background Research 

 

 
Obituary of Emily Warren, original resident of 413/415 East 30th Street. The Austin American; Mar 

15, 1942 
 

 
Death notices for Sidney George and John A. Warren. The Austin American, Mar 15, 1942 and the 

Austin Statesman, Mar 3, 1964. 
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The 1900 Census shows both the Warren family and the Brueggeman family on East 30th Street. 

 
Jan 10, 1890 Statesman ad for Warren’s grocery business 

 
Bosche laundry receivership case indicating the Warrens’ involvement in the company. The Austin 

Statesman; Mar 4, 1913. 
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Building Permits 

 
1946 and 1979 building permits for reroof and repairs 

 

 
1941 building permit for garage demo, issued to Mrs. Helen Atha, owner of the house from at least 

1941 to 1947. 
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1939 water tap permit  
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 

 
1935 Sanborn map shows house listed as 123 E. 30th Street, later changed to 413 E. 30th Street 

 

1962 Sanborn map shows address change between 1935 and 1962.  
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Photos 
 

 
Oblique view showing addition 

 

 
Google Street View, 2019 

 

 
Main elevation 
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Main elevation 

 

      

 
2018 aerial photograph showing footprint of house 


