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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MAY 20, 2019 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0212 
1213 TAYLOR STREET 

 
 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1931 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story frame house with horizontal siding; partial-width gable-roofed porch; exposed 
rafter tails; single and paired 1:1 windows with wood screens; paired front doors. This 
vernacular structure displays a unique combination of Craftsman influences with a 
Cumberland-style double front door.  
RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1931 for Nora Maupin and her family. Maupin 
was the widow of longtime deputy sheriff Amos Maupin, who died suddenly in 1931. Maupin’s 
daughter Josephine Clark and her husband Morris, a carpet salesman, also lived in the house 
for about 16 years. Morris Clark’s family owned the house at 1206 Taylor Street, which may 
have influenced the Maupin family’s move to the neighborhood. The house’s double-door 
entry, usually seen in older homes, may have been a deliberate choice by the owner to 
accommodate the needs of her blended family. In 1932, Nora Maupin’s daughter Cora passed 
away; her son Bobby Joe came to live with his grandmother and aunt as well. Bobby Joe, an 
electrician, lived with his grandmother until at least 1962. Nora Maupin continued to live in 
the house until her death in 1972. 
By 1973, the house was occupied by Fidel and Eva Cisneros. Fidel Cisneros was a plasterer 
and construction worker. Both Eva and Fidel Cisneros were lifelong Austinites. Deed records 
indicate that the couple and their family owned the house until 2018.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is recommended as contributing to a potential historic district in the East Austin 
Historic Resource Survey (2016). 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 

1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain moderate to high integrity. Entry doors and porch posts 

may have been replaced.  
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City 

of Austin Land Development Code, Section 25-2-352).  
a. Architecture. The house is a frame mid-1920s vernacular bungalow with 

Craftsman stylistic influences and a Cumberland-style double entrance. While not 
stylistically significant aside from its uncommon entrance configuration, the house 
does reflect the architectural style of the time it was built, and would be integral 
to the preservation of the character of Taylor Street, a remarkably intact block 
just east of the freeway. 

b. Historical association. While the house is associated with two long-term residents 
of Taylor Street, it does not meet the criterion for significant historical association.  

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data 
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
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d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or 
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  While this house may not qualify as a historic 
landmark on its own merits, removing it should be a last resort to adaptive re-use and 
rehabilitation that would encourage the preservation of the historic character of this 
unusually intact street. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Occupancy History 
 

 
 

City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
Completed by Historic Preservation Office staff, April 2019 
 
1929 Address not listed. Maupins at 21 Rainey Street; Clarks at 1206 Taylor St. 
1932-33 Mrs. Nora Maupin (wid. Amos W.), owner 

No occupation listed 
 
Morris and Josephine E. Clark, renters 
Driver, H.H. Voss Co. 
 

1935 Mrs. Nora Maupin (wid. Amos W.), owner 
No occupation listed 
 
Morris and Josephine E. Clark, renters 
Driver, H.H. Voss Co. 
 

1937 Mrs. Nora Maupin (wid. Amos W.), owner 
No occupation listed 
 
Morris and Josephine E. Clark, renters 
Driver, H.H. Voss Co. 
Note: The directory indicates 2 additional residents of the Clark household and 1 additional 
resident of the Maupin household. 
 

1939 Mrs. Nora Maupin (wid. Amos W.), owner 
No occupation listed 
 
Morris and Josephine E. Clark, renters 
Driver, H.H. Voss Co. 
Note: The directory indicates 2 additional residents of the Clark household. 
 

1941 Mrs. Nora Maupin (wid. Amos W.), owner 
No occupation listed 
 
Morris and Josephine E. Clark, renters 
Driver, H.H. Voss Co.  
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1944 Mrs. Nora Maupin (wid. Amos W.), owner 
No occupation listed 
 
Morris and Josephine E. Clark, renters 
Salesman, H.H. Voss Co. 
 

1947 Mrs. Nora Maupin (wid. Amos W.), owner 
No occupation listed 
 
Morris and Josephine E. Clark, renters 
Clerk, H.H. Voss Co. 
 

1949 Mrs. Nora Maupin, owner 
No occupation listed 
 

1952 Mrs. Nora Maupin (wid. Amos W.), owner 
No occupation listed 
 
Bobby J. Maupin, renter 
Laborer 

1955 Mrs. Nora Maupin (wid. Amos W.), owner 
No occupation listed 
 
Bobby J. Maupin, renter 
Employee, City Electric Department 
 

1959 Mrs. Nora Maupin, owner 
No occupation listed 
 
Bobby J. Maupin, renter 
Maintenance man, City Water Light & Power 
 

1962 Mrs. Nora Maupin (wid. Amos W.), owner 
No occupation listed 
 
Bobby J. Maupin, renter 
Maintenance man, Board of Education 
 

1965 Mrs. Nora Maupin (wid. Amos W.), owner 
No occupation listed 
 

1968 Mrs. Nora Maupin (wid. Amos W.), owner 
No occupation listed 
 

1973 Fidel and Eva G. Cisneros, renters 
Construction worker 
Note: The directory indicates that the Cisneros family are new residents. 

1977 Fidel and Eva G. Cisneros, renters 
Construction worker 
 

1981 Fidel and Eva G. Cisneros, owners 
Plasterer, Odie Howery Plastering 
 

1985-86 Fidel and Eva G. Cisneros, owners 
Plasterer, Odie Howery Plastering 
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1992 Fidel and Eva G. Cisneros, owners 

Plasterer, Odie Howery Plastering 
 

Biographical Information 

 
Death notice for Nora M. Maupin. The Austin Statesman; June 20, 1972. 

 
Article on Amos Maupin’s death indicates that the family moved to 1006 (1206) Taylor Street 

between 1929 and 1931. The Austin Statesman; May 16, 1931. 
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Death notice for Cora Louise Maupin. Bobby Joe Maupin lived with his grandmother in the house at 

1213 Taylor Street until at least 1962. The Austin Statesman; Apr 2, 1932. 

 
Obituary for Bobby Joe Maupin. Harrell Funeral Home; Nov 1, 2013 
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Obituary of Morris Clark. Austin American-Statesman; Nov 7, 2007. 

 

Obituary of Morris Clark. Austin American-Statesman; Mar 3, 2008. 
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Obituary of Eva Cisneros. Austin American-Statesman; Sep 28, 2015 via legacy.com 

 

Obituary for Fidel G. Cisneros. Austin American-Statesman; Apr 24, 2013.  
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Building Permits 

 
1971 reroof and interior remodel permit issued to Nora Maupin 

 

 
1931 water tap permit issued to Mrs. A. W. Maupin 
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Photos 

 

 

 
Google Street View showing Taylor St. – south side 
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Street views down Taylor St. – north side 
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1213 Taylor Street – northwest corner 

 
1213 Taylor Street – primary façade (north) 
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1213 Taylor Street – northeast corner 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


