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Agenda

• Climate Change

• Climate Resilience

• Austin Community Climate Plan

• How to get involved



Our activities produce heat 
trapping gases



… that are building 
up in the atmosphere

THE NATURAL 
GREENHOUSE EFFECT

THE ARTIFICIAL HUMAN 
GREENHOUSE EFFECT



Existing Climate Hazards for Austin
2011 Heatwave 2011 Drought 2013-2015 Floods

2011 Steiner Ranch Fire



Higher temperature 
averages and extremes
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More extreme precipitation
& drought conditions 
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Climate Change: Game Changer
The past = the future        vs.      Uncertain future

Climate projections = increase in shocks/stressors



Mitigation
• Actions that limit the 

magnitude and / or rate of 
climate change

– Energy usage
– Renewable energy
– Sustainable transportation
– Reforestation
– Methane capture and use

Resilience
• Actions taken to manage 

the unavoidable impacts of 
climate change

– Infrastructure protection
– Flood mitigation
– Wildfire preparation
– Emergency response
– Business continuity plans

Our Response
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Council Resolutions and City Actions

• 2007 – Initial Climate Protection Plan
• 2013 – Study Climate Changes on Central Texas
• 2014 – Net Zero Community GHG Emissions
• 2015 – Council Adopted the Community Climate Plan
• 2017 – Austin Energy - 65% renewable energy by 2027
• 2018 – Assets and Operations Climate Resilience Plan
• 2019 – Major Revision of the Community Climate Plan
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City Climate Resilience Framework

Developed by Arup for Rockefeller Foundation

• Leadership & Strategy

• Infrastructure & Environment
– Reliability of mobility

– Continuity of critical services

– Reduce physical exposure

• Economy & Society

• Health & Well-being
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Utility 
Infrastructure

Austin Energy
Generation facilities (3)
Control centers (2)
Service centers (2)

Austin Water
Water treatment plants (3)
Wastewater treatment 
plants (2)
Biosolids plant (1)
Control center (1)
Dam (1)

CTM
Fiber nodes (17)

Transportation

ATD & PWD
Critical arterials (33)
Mobility bond corridors (14)

Fleet Services 

Community 
Facilities

PARD
Recreation facilities (27)

APL
Library facilities (22)

APH
Neighborhood centers (12)

Austin Convention 
Center

Not included:
Office buildings
Warehouses
Open spaces
Non-COA assets

What is included in “Assets and Operations”?



Assets and Operations - Recommendations

• Establish & Corroborate Best Practices
• Safe Emergency & Evacuation Routes
• Disaster Response Resources

Emergency 
Response

• Fieldworker Safety 
• Hazard TrainingStaff Safety

• Infrastructure Hardening
• Telecommunications
• Pavement & Machinery Upgrades 

Existing Facilities 
& Infrastructure

• Access to Community Facilities 
• Design for Resilience 
• Infrastructure Planning
• Track Changing Conditions

New Facilities 
& Infrastructure

1. Resilience Strategies 

2. Education and Outreach
3. Neighborhood Resilience
4. Community Resilience Plan



Community Climate Resilience - 20190509-019

The City Manager is directed to work with the Office of Sustainability to perform a literature 
review of climate resilience plans of peer cities, to explore available, potential partnerships (such 
as the 100 Resilient Cities model), and to return to Council no later than August 22, 2019, with 
recommendations for creating a comprehensive, community-wide climate resilience plan that is 
fair, just, and equitable. Recommendations should include funding options, such as grants or 
other revenue sources, to

1) fund a position for a Chief Resilience Officer and staff necessary to produce a 
resilience plan; or 
2) hire a consultant to draft or assist city staff with drafting a comprehensive resilience 
plan; or 
3) other recommendations for achieving this objective.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
The Council recognizes we are already experiencing the adverse consequences of climate change, 
understands the urgency of creating a blueprint to prepare for and respond to the shocks and 
stressors of catastrophic climate events, and supports the general tenets of the Green New Deal.
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Austin / Travis County GHG Inventory
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What does net-zero in 2050 mean?

18

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=first+cell+phone&id=18AD399AAB4ABE81EC8F61A7B69103DFA9900C19&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=first+cell+phone&id=18AD399AAB4ABE81EC8F61A7B69103DFA9900C19&FORM=IQFRBA


Climate Plan Strategies

• Buildings and Integrated Efficiency
• Promote Behavior Change
• Resource Technologies

Electricity and 
Natural Gas

• Infrastructure and Service
• Land Use
• Demand Management
• Policy and Planning
• Vehicles and Fuel Efficiency
• Economic and Pricing Solutions

Transportation 
and Land Use

• Organics Diversion
• Purchasing
• Methane Management
• Recycle / Reduce / Reuse

Materials and 
Waste 

Management

• Fuel Switching
• Process Optimization
• Capture and Destruction
• Local Offsets

Industrial 
Process
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Austin Community GHG Emissions



2019 Austin Climate Plan Revision 
• Structure

– Joint Sustainability Committee oversight
– Smaller dedicated steering committee
– Topic focused Technical Advisory Groups

• Technical Advisory Groups
– Buildings and Electrification
– Transportation and Electric Vehicles
– Consumption of Goods
– Education and Engagement
– Natural Systems

• Engagement
– All 10 districts for everyday Austinite input
– Equity across the plan
– Businesses and Institutions
– Local experts and activists
– Regional approach if possible 21



Draft Schedule

Planning and Engagement

2019 - 2020

Listening
Learning
Reflecting

TAGs Meet and Generate

Beginning in Fall 2019

Best Practices
New Ideas
Distillation and 
Clarification

Revision, Finalization

2020

Sharpen and Polish
Political Will
Final Feedback
Council Approval
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www.austintexas.gov/climate



Individuals Taking Action



Businesses Taking Action



Net Zero Heroes



Questions?

Zach.Baumer@austintexas.gov
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