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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JUNE 24, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0321 

1615 S. 1ST STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1925 bungalow. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame bungalow with a partially-inset front-gabled 

porch; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 

RESEARCH 

The house may have been built around 1920, but staff believes, judging from the style and 

detailing of the house, that it was probably built later, perhaps 1925.  The 1921 Sanborn map 

does not cover this area of the city so there is little information to compare the existing house 

with what was there in the early 1920s.  City directories show an address of 1609 S. 1st Street 

(the original address for this house) as early as 1912-13, but the architectural style of this 

house does not indicate a 1912 construction date. 

Assuming a ca. 1925 construction date, the first occupants were William B. and Theresa 

Prewitt, who rented this house from around 1925 to around 1928.  William Prewitt was 

employed by J.O. Buaas and Son, a sheet metal and roofing contractor.  From the late 1920s 

through the early 1930s, the house was rented by Samuel and Faye Jimerson.  Samuel 

Jimerson was an electrician at the Littlefield Building.  Lance Parker and his wife, Gertrude, 

rented the house from the mid-1930s through the early 1940s.  Lance Parker was a clerk for 

the Travis County Relief Board when he and Gertrude moved into this house, but his usual 

trade was as a barber, and he listed that as his occupation in city directories from the late 

1930s until the early 1940s. 

The house was purchased by Thomas and Lizzie Shugart around 1944.  Thomas R. Shugart 

was a carpenter who then went to work for a road construction contractor for the rest of his 

career.  He and Lizzie lived here until their deaths, 11 months apart, in 1965.  One of their 

sons (they had 8), George, continued to live here until the early 1980s.  He was employed in 

road construction like his father.  Another son, Worthy, was living here at the time of his 

death in 1974. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house was listed with no priority for research in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources 

Survey (1984). 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a frame bungalow that represents working class 

housing in the 1920s but with little architectural distinction.  

b. Historical association. The house was a rental property until the mid-1940s 

with a variety of working-class tenants, including a barber, a sheet metal 

worker, and an electrician.  The longest-term owner of this house was 

employed on a road construction crew.  There do not appear to be significant 

historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
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d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 

the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 

photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 

archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house does not meet the criteria for individual 

designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1615 S. 1st Street 
ca. 1925 

 
Photo from 2013 

 

 
Photo from June, 2019 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1615 S. 1st Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
May, 2019 
 
There are listings in city directories going as far back as 1912-13 for 1609 (the original address 
for this house) S. 1st Street, but this house does not reflect construction of that time period; the 
house more accurately reflects a mid-1920s construction date. 
 
1927  William B. and Theresa Prewitt, renters 
  Employed by J.O. Buaas & Son, manufacturers of cornices and skylights,   
  sheet iron and metal work, gravel, slate, and tile roofing, steel ceilings   
  and hot air furnace work, 304 W. 5th Street. 
  NOTE:  Samuel W. and Fay Jimerson are listed at 1716 Willow Street; he  
  was an electrician.  The directory indicates that he was African-   
  American, but all other records show that he was Anglo. 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1609 S. 1st Street. 
 
1929  Samuel W. and Faye Jimerson, renters 
  Electrician, Littlefield Building 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1609 S. 1st Street. 
 
1930-31 Samuel W. and Faye Jimerson, renters 
  Electrician, Littlefield Building 

Also listed are John L. and Elsie Hodnett; he was a carpenter. 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1609 S. 1st Street. 
 
1932-33 Vacant 
  NOTE:  Samuel W. and Faye Jimerson are listed at 1605 (now 1611) S.   
  1st Street; he was an assistant engineer at the Littlefield Building. 
  NOTE:  Lance and Gertrude Parker are listed at 88½ Rainey Street; he   
  was a barber for Cox & Warren, located in the basement of 600 Congress  
  Avenue. 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1609 S. 1st Street. 
 
1935  Lance and Gertrude Parker, renters 
  Clerk, Travis County Relief Board 
 
1937  Lance and Gertrude Parker, renters 
  Barber 
 
1939  Lance and Gertrude Parker, renters 

Barber, Gildart and Magee, 303 E. 6th Street. 
 
1941  Lance and Gertrude Parker, renters 

Barber, Roemer Barter Shop, 118 E. 5th Street. 
NOTE:  Thomas R. and Elizabeth Shugart are listed at 103 W. Monroe Street; he 
was a foreman for the City Street and Bridge Department. 

 
1944-45 Thomas R. and Lizzie Shugart, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  George Shugart is not listed in the directory. 



 D.11 - 6 

 
1947  Thomas R. and Lizzie Shugart, owners 

Carpenter 
  NOTE:  George Shugart is not listed in the directory. 
 
1949  Thomas R. and Lizzie Shugart, owners 
  Road worker 
  Also listed are George and Zelma [sic] Shugart.  George Shugart was a   
  laborer for Gugenheim-Goldsmith, wholesale fruit and produce, wholesale  
  beer and whiskey, 410 E. 3rd Street; Zelma Shugart was a saleswoman   
  for E.M. Scarbrough & Sons, department store, 6th Street and Congress   
  Avenue. 
 
1952  Thomas R. and Lizzie Shugart, owners 
  Road worker 
  Also listed is George Shugart, no occupation shown. 
 
1955  Thomas R. and Lizzie Shugart, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is George Shugart, no occupation shown. 
 
1957  Thomas and Lizzie T. Shugart, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is George Shugart, an operator for Raymond Canion    
  Construction, road contractor, 1412 S. 1st Street. 
 
1961  Thomas R. and Lizzie T. Shugart, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is George Shugart, a laborer for Raymond Canion, excavating   
  and road building, street paving, curbs, and gutters, 604 W. Monroe   
  Street. 
 
1968  George Shugart, owner 
  Laborer, Pat Canion Excavating, 604 W. Monroe Street. 
 
1973  George Shugart, owner 
  Retired 
  According to his 1974 obituary, Worthy Shugart, a brother of George   
  Shugart lived here as well. 
 
1977  George Shugart, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  George Shugart, owner 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 No return 
 
1992  Vacant 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Samuel W. and Faye Jimerson (ca. 1928 – ca. 1932) 
Sam Wiseman Jimerson’s 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that he was born in 
1884.  He was living in Pearsall, Frio County, Texas, where he was an engineer.  He was tall and 
slender with black hair and brown eyes. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Sam Jimerson living in Bowie, Texas, where he and his wife, Clara, 
rented a house.  Sam Jimerson was 35, had been born in Texas to Alabama-born parents, and 
was an engineer in an ice plant.  Clara Jimerson was 33, had been born in Texas to South 
Carolina-born parents, and had no occupation listed.  They had 4 daughters: Lottie Lee, 12; twins 
Bettie May and Bettie Lin, 9; and Maurice, 7. 
 
Clara Elizabeth McCauley Jimerson died in 1924. She is buried in the Oak Hill Cemetery in Travis 
County. 
 
S.W. and Fay Jimerson appear in the 1930 U.S. Census at 1605 S. 1st Street (now 1611 S. 1st 
Street) in Austin.  S.W. Jimerson was 47, had been born in Texas, and was the house electrician 
in a public building.  Fay Jimerson was 35, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  
They had 2 children: Mildred, 8; and Sam, Jr., 6.  Both children had been born in Texas. 
 
By 1940, according to the census report of that year, Sam and Fay Jimerson were living at 1636 
S. 1st Street, a house they owned; the house was worth $1,700.  Sam Jimerson was 56, had been 
born in Texas, and was an engineer in an office building.  Fay Jimerson was 45, had been born 
in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  With them lived a daughter, Mildred, 18, who had been 
born in Texas and had no occupation listed, as well as two step-children: Kenneth Giles, 16, a 
newsboy, and Dorothy Giles, 15.  Both had been born in Texas. 
 
Sam Weisman Jimerson died in 1959; his last address was 1636 S. 1st Street in Austin.  His death 
certificate shows that he was born in 1884 in Henderson, Texas, and was an engineer at the 
Littlefield Building. 
 
Fay Harrell Jimerson died in 1966; she was living at 1636 S. 1st Street at the time of her death.  
She was born in 1894 in Bowie, Texas, and was a widowed housewife. 
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Obituary of Sam Jimerson 

Austin American, March 14, 1959 
 

 
Obituary and funeral notice for Sam W. Jimerson 

Austin Statesman, May 14, 1959 
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Death notice for Faye Jimerson 

Austin American-Statesman, November 5, 1966 
 

 
Funeral news for Faye Shugart 

Austin American-Statesman, November 6, 1966 
 
1930 U.S. Census 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Johnie and Elsie Hodnett as the renters of this house, which is 
listed as 1609 S. 1st Street.  Johnie Hodnett was 23, had been born in Texas, and was a carpenter 
in building construction.  Elsie Hodnett was 21, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  With them lived Elsie Hodnett’s sister, Clare Corbell, 19, who had been born in Texas and 
was a saleslady in a dry goods store. 
 
Lance and Gertrude Parker (ca. 1934 – ca. 1944) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Lance and Gertrude Parker as the renters of the house at 1601 
Eva Street in South Austin.  Lance Parker was 42, had been born in Texas to Mississippi-born 
parents, and was a barber.  Gertrude Parker was 34, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had 3 children: Marjory, 8; Joe Kathryn, 5; and Paul, 2.  All the children 
had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Lance and Gertrude Parker as the renters of this house.  Lance 
Parker was 52, had been born in Texas, and was a barber.  Gertrude Parker was 44, had been 
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 5 children: Marjorie, 18, a cashier in a 
department store; Katherine, 15; Paul, 12; Bonnie, 8; and David, 3.  All the children had been 
born in Texas. 
 
Lance Parker died in 1942; his last address was 1711 S. Congress Avenue in Austin.  He was 
born in 1888 in Hays County, Texas, and was a barber.  Gertrude Parker died in 1972; her last 
address was 1604 Newton Street in Austin.  She was born in Texas in 1896 and was a widowed 
housewife.  Both are buried in the Masonic Cemetery in Austin. 
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Obituary of Lance Parker 

Austin Statesman, December 4, 1942 
 
 

 
News of the funeral of Gertrude Parker 
Austin Statesman, September 7, 1972 

 
 
Thomas R. and Lizzie Shugart (ca. 1944 – ca. 1965) 
Thomas Shugart married Lizzie Tatum in Travis County in 1904. 
 
His 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that Thomas Richard Shugart was living in an 
un-numbered house on S. 1st Street in Austin at that time.  He was born in 1885 and was a worker 
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for the City of Austin.  He was of medium height with a slender build, and had brown hair and 
brown eyes. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows T.R. and Lizzie Shugart as the renters of the house at 103 West 
Monroe Street in Austin.  T.R. Shugart was 44, had been born in Texas, and was a street grader 
for the city.  Lizzie Shugart was also 44, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  
They had 7 children, all sons, and all born in Texas: Worthy, 20, a milker at a dairy; Clint, 18, a 
milker at a dairy; Felix 15, a hopper at a dairy; Cal, 13; Scott, 11; Temple, 6; and Douglas, 3. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Lizzie Shugart as the renter of the house at 103 W. Monroe Street 
in Austin.  Thomas R. Shugart is not listed with her.  She was 54, had been born in Texas, and 
had no occupation listed.  With her lived 4 of her sons: Cal, 23, a butcher in a meat market; Scott, 
21, a truck driver for a building contractor; Temple, 16; and Doug, 13.  All the boys had been born 
in Texas. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Thomas and Lizzie Shugart in a rented house (un-numbered) on 
South First Street in Austin.  Thomas Shugart was a laborer on the city streets. 
 
Thomas Richard Shugart was living at this address at the time of his death in January, 1965.  He 
was born in Boerne, Texas in 1885 and was a construction worker.  Elizabeth Tatum Shugart died 
in November, 1965.  She was born in Spicewood, Burnet County, Texas in 1885. 
 

 
Funeral notice for Thomas Shugart 
Austin American, January 13, 1965 
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Funeral notice for Thomas R. Shugart 
Austin Statesman, January 13, 1965 

 
 
 

 
Funeral notice for Lizzie Shugart 

Austin Statesman, November 8, 1965 
 

 
George Shugart (son of T.R. and Lizzie Shugart) (ca. 1948 – ca. 1983) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows that George R. Shugart was an inmate at the Austin State Hospital.  
He was 32, had been born in Texas, and is listed as married. 
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The 1930 U.S. Census shows George Shugart and his wife, Velma, as the renters of the house 
at 1904 Garden Street in Austin.  George Shugart was 22, had been born in Texas, and was a 
meat cutter in a meat market.  Velma Shugart was 20, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had a son, Harold, 2, who had been born in Texas. 
 
George Shugart died in Austin in 1996. 
 

 
Death notice for George Shugart 

Austin American-Statesman, April 26, 1996 
 
Felix Shugart, a son of Thomas and Lizzie Shugart, purchased the house just to the north, at 
1613 S. 1st Street around 1953, and lived there with his wife, Billie, for the rest of their lives. 
 
 
 

 
Water service permit for this address (1936) 
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The house appears on the 1935 Sanborn map with its former address of 1609 S. 1st Street.  

This area of S. 1st Street does not appear on the 1922 map. 
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The 1962 Sanborn map shows the house with its former and current addresses. 

 

 


