
PLANNING COMMISSION SITE PLAN 
VARIANCE REVIEW SHEET 

 
 

CASE NUMBER: SP-2018-0560C           ZAP DATE: 7/9/2019 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Velocity Credit Union 
 
ADDRESS:  705 East 12th Street 
 
APPLICANT:  Velocity Credit Union (512) 469-7000  
       
AGENT:  Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. (512) 328-0011 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Jeremy Siltala (512) 974-2945 or jeremy.siltala@austintexas.gov  
 
WATERSHED: Waller Creek (Urban) 
 
 
APPLICATION REQUEST: The applicant requests a variance to LDC 25-6-591 to allow more parking to be 
constructed than required in the Central Business District. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The applicant proposes a 5,205 SF one-story financial services building, 4 drive-through queuing aisles, with 
associated parking, utility, landscape, and streetscape improvements. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends approval of the variance request. The site plan will comply with all other requirements of the 
Land Development Code prior to its release. 
 
SUMMARY STAFF COMMENT: 
The applicant proposes to demolish the existing structure and construct a one-story credit union with drive-
throughs and surface parking. Most of the site’s buildable area is restricted in height by Capital View Corridors 
and there is a heritage tree in the 12th Street right-of-way.   
 
 
 

 
PROJECT INFORMATION:    

SITE AREA 46,609 SF, 1.07 acres 

ZONING Central Business District (CBD) 

PROPOSED USE Financial Services  

PROPOSED IMPERVIOUS COVER 38,526 SF, 83% 

PROPOSED BUILDING COVERAGE 11.2% 

PROPOSED BUILDING HEIGHT 25 feet 

PROPOSED F.A.R 0.10:1 

PROPOSED VEHICULAR ACCESS East 12th Street, Sabine Street 

PROPOSED PARKING  39 automobile, 6 bicycle  
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NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONS:   
Austin Independent School District 
Austin Lost and Found Pets 
Austin Neighborhoods Council 
Bike Austin 
Black Improvement Association 
Central Austin Community Development Corporation 
City of Austin Downtown Commission 
Downtown Austin Alliance 
Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association (DANA) 
Friends of Austin Neighborhoods 
Hill Country Conservancy 
Homeless Neighborhood Association 
Lower Waller Creek 
Neighborhood Empowerment Foundation 
Preservation Austin 
SELTexas 
Sierra Club, Austin Regional Group 
Waller Creek Conservancy 
Waller District Staff Liaison 

 

2 of 15Item C-12



 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE: June 19, 2019 

TO:  Chair and Members of the Planning Commission 

CC:  Jeremy Siltala, Case Manager 

FROM: Katie Wettick, Transportation Review  

SUBJECT: Waiver Request for Velocity Credit Union, SP-2018-0560C 

 

 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT: 
 

The Velocity Credit Union site is bounded by West 12th Street to the North, Sabine Street to the 

West, and IH-35 Southbound Frontage Road to the East. The proposed development consists of a 

one-story, 5, 205 square foot financial services building, four drive through queuing aisles, 39 

parking spaces, and associated utilities.  

 

DESCRIPTION OF WAIVER: 
 

The applicant for Velocity Credit Union is requesting a waiver from the Land Development 

Code (LDC) Section 25-6-591(B)(3) stating, the maximum motor vehicle parking facility 

allowed is 60 percent of the number of motor vehicle parking spaces required by Appendix A. 

Based on the proposed land use for this site, the maximum parking permitted is 11 spaces.  

 

Section 25-6-591(C)(2) allows the Planning Commission to approve an increase equal to or 

greater than 110 percent of the number of spaces calculated under Appendix A if (a) the excess 

parking does not discourage mobility and accessibility by transit or the construction of 

appropriately located public parking facilities; (b) the excess parking is compatible with a 

historic district or structure; and (c) the access to the parking facility does not intrude on a 

pedestrian-oriented street frontage.  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Land Use Review staff recommends the requested increase in parking as the applicant has made 

significant efforts to improve multimodal infrastructure adjacent to the site. The applicant is 

proposing a landscape buffer to screen the proposed surface parking, a modified Great Streets 

streetscape, and incorporating the Mobility 35 design with a shared use path on IH-35. 

Additionally, the developer has decreased the number of driveways from what was originally 

proposed such that the site will only be served by one full-service drive on Sabine Street and an 

exit only drive on West 12th Street, improving the pedestrian and bicycle experience.  

 

Furthermore, the applicant has provided staff the attached parking study to demonstrate the 39 

spaces proposed are necessary to meet their market demand.  

 

The Transportation Review Section recommends the waiver be granted 
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SITE PLAN

0 11

1. ALL DIMENSIONS TO CURBS ARE TO THE FACE OF CURB UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

2. ADEQUATE BARRIERS BETWEEN ALL VEHICULAR USE AREAS AND ADJACENT LANDSCAPE AREAS, SUCH AS A 6" CONCRETE CURB ARE REQUIRED.  IF A STANDARD

6" CURB AND GUTTER ARE NOT PROVIDED FOR ALL VEHICULAR USE AREAS AND ADJACENT LANDSCAPE AREAS, COMPLY WITH ECM, SECTION 2.4.7, "PROTECTION

OF LANDSCAPE AREAS."

3. CONTRACTOR TO SEE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AND BUILDING ARCHITECT PLANS FOR DETAILS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR SITE SIDEWALKS AND SIDEWALKS

ADJACENT TO BUILDINGS.

4. WATER AND WASTEWATER SERVICE WILL BE PROVIDED BY AUSTIN WATER UTILITY.

5. FOR CONSTRUCTION WITHIN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY, A RIGHT-OF-WAY EXCAVATION PERMIT IS REQUIRED.

6. ALL PAVEMENT MARKINGS SHALL MEET CITY OF AUSTIN SPECIFICATION 860S.

7. ALL IMPROVEMENTS SHALL BE MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RELEASED SITE PLAN. ANY ADDITIONAL IMPROVEMENTS WILL REQUIRE SITE PLAN AMENDMENT

AND APPROVAL OF THE DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT.

8. APPROVAL OF THIS SITE PLAN DOES NOT INCLUDE BUILDING AND FIRE CODE APPROVAL NOR BUILDING PERMIT APPROVAL.

9. ALL SIGNS MUST COMPLY WITH REQUIREMENTS OF THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE (CHAPTER 25-10).

10. A DEVELOPMENT PERMIT MUST BE ISSUED PRIOR TO AN APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT FOR NON-CONSOLIDATED OR PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVED

SITE PLANS.

11. ALL EXTERIOR LIGHTING WILL BE FULL CUT-OFF OR FULLY SHIELDED IN COMPLIANCE WITH SUBCHAPTER E2.5. AND WILL BE REVIEWED DURING BUILDING PLAN

REVIEW.  ANY CHANGE OR SUBSTITUTION OF LAMP/LIGHT FIXTURES SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE DIRECTOR FOR APPROVAL IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION

2.5.2.E.

12. CBD AND DMU DISTRICTS REQUIRE A BUILDING TO ACHIEVE AT LEAST A ONE STAR RATING UNDER THE GREEN BUILDING PROGRAM. [SEC.25-2-593(B)].

13. SCREENING FOR SOLID WASTE COLLECTION AND LOADING AREAS SHALL BE THE SAME AS, OR OF EQUAL QUALITY TO, PRINCIPAL BUILDING MATERIALS AND

COMPLY WITH LDC SECTION 25-2-593(E).

14. A CONDITIONAL LETTER OF APPROVAL IS REQUIRED BY AUSTIN ENERGY GREEN BUILDING PROGRAM PRIOR TO BUILDING PERMIT.

15. THIS SITE PLAN IS SUBJECT TO SUBCHAPTER E OF THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE (COMMERCIAL DESIGN STANDARDS).

16. A MINIMUM VERTICAL CLEARANCE OF 114" MUST BE PROVIDED AT ACCESSIBLE PASSENGER LOADING ZONES AND ALONG VEHICLE ACCESS ROUTES TO SUCH

AREAS FROM SITE ENTRANCES. A MINIMUM VERTICAL CLEARANCE OF 98" MUST BE PROVIDED FOR VAN-ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACES AND ALONG THE

VEHICULAR ROUTE THERETO. [ANSI 503.5]

17. APPROVAL OF THESE PLANS BY THE CITY OF AUSTIN INDICATES COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE CITY REGULATIONS ONLY. COMPLIANCE WITH ACCESSIBILITY

STANDARDS SUCH AS THE 2010 STANDARDS FOR ACCESSIBLE DESIGN OR THE 2012 TEXAS ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS WAS NOT VERIFIED. THE APPLICANT IS

RESPONSIBLE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH ALL APPLICABLE ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS.

18. SCREENING FOR SOLID WASTE COLLECTION AND LOADING AREAS SHALL BE THE SAME AS, OR OF EQUAL QUALITY TO, PRINCIPAL BUILDING MATERIALS.
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