ONION CREEK BUYOUTS:
AN UPDATE - JULY 17, 2019

Leah Gibson
City of Austin — Watershed Protection Department
Field Operations — Green Infrastructure Management




ONION CREEK FLOODPLAIN

BUYOUT PROGRAM:
A QUICK HISTORY

813 houses removed from 25
and 100-year floodplains

- 483 with matching funds
from US Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE)
partnership

+ 1998-2017

+ 340 funded 100% by COA
WPD

- 2014-2018

* 10 homes left (refused
offer)




ONION CREEK FLOODPLAIN

BUYOUT PROGRAM:
ARMY CORPS PARTNERSHIP

Yarrabee Bend Recreation
Area — USACE project

Street removal and conversion
to trails

+ Concrete and gravel
Added parking and restroom

Designated ecosystem
restoration areas (over 200
acres) with tree plantings

Low water crossing trail
31 pavilions
Ribbon cutting held June 22









FLOODPLAIN BUYOUTS IN
AUSTIN
MANAGING NEW OPEN SPACE

Potential uses:

Wildflower meadow

Once acquired, added to mowing contract

Grow Zone, wildlife habitat
4-6 times per year depending on site Orchard

Community garden

Community engagement after 1 year Native landscaping

Neighborhood meetings, survey Trails
Invasive removal
Tree planting

Public art, outdoor education
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~ BUYOUT MANAGEMENT
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
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BUYOUT MANAGEMENT
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES




THE BAYTON LOOP
EXAMPLE

25 homes removed in 2011 after frequent
flooding

Bayton Loop story map

Community Garden
Orchard
Trail

Flood-proof amenities
(benches, dog waste
stations)

Sapling planting

Ligustrum removal
Native seeding
Very limited mowing

Rain gardens









MOVING FORWARD WITH ONION
CREEK

: . <4 Y R, S owonceEk
* What can we offer with our limited YL O L A et P | souoeR COMPLEX
resources to supplement existin ' “- AW o W2
. PP 9 ONION CREEK WATERSHED
services/amenities?

MANAGEMENT AREAS
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* How can we create partnerships to | T
help us repurpose this area to best .V ) o L :
serve the community and also be ik : ave
compatible for floodplain use?

* How can we leverage new
partnerships to help us reach a
diverse population, and keep them

\ +  ONION CREEK 4,
engaged throughout this process? : ' (-\?”‘"- WATERSHED

g MANAGEMENT AREAS i3




REACHING OUT FOR
PARTNERSHIPS

GAVA — Go Austin Vamos Austin (non-profit)

Improve equitable access to healthy lifestyles

» COA Parks & Recreation

Reduce barriers to healthy food and safe physical activity

Sustainable Food Center (non-profit) * COA Office of Sustainability

Improving access to nutritious, affordable food

Onion Creek Park Neighborhood Association

Austin Parks Foundation
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COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

1

CURRENT AND FUTURE USE

ways that
Hanagement Areas. Check all that apply.
O Wialk oF run an the streets.
O Walk or run in the unpaved areas.
O Walk my dog
O fRude a bicychs, scooter of skatoboard

O e the unpaved areas for picnics and olher recroational sctiities

O View wikdiéo

A commianity garden would be 3
banaficial use of this area.

It wosld be accentable for 2 nonpeclit b

area. 8. Pieate salact the stalament that you agres
[ —— With most about the Streets:
O Agree O i strests thoukd reenain span 1o

waicias in this araa.
@ Naither agrea nor deagroe

O Solact strests whora thare are

£-Diagme 3 b chosed to vehicles.
O Strongly dissgros But the streots shoukd

place.
Avegatabie, frut or lees e e by © Soloct strests {whar thoro are no
2 banait to the comenity, Mo aable, OPen SAMCA e
@ Strongly agree
< Agree B, Pleste sslect he statemant that you sgres

« Collaboration with COA staff on content,

design, and creation

+ Paper copies, SurveyMonkey, Door Hangers,
Flyers

— G

WILDLIFE AND HABITAT

0. Pleate st the SLAEMant ERSL You S0res 1. IE Is Important that the managemnt aras

with mowt sbout mowing:
O 1 would liko the ontino ares 1o be
regutarty.

mcsend
OV would ke the aroas near the

provide 1ood and habitat for butterfiles,
b and cahar pollinators.
O Sarorly agnes

O Agres
sidewalks, school and houses to
=+ A b Dt s 16 © Nesther agroo nor disagres
0 300 nativa plants, wildlicwsr O Deagroo
moadows and additional treos in
por iy O Strorply diagres
15, 18 18 IM@OFLAAL That the mansgement 3rea
L types
e adows In the Open sreat. ‘of wikdiife that ihve b this rea.
@ Strngly sgros O Strongly agree
O Agroe o Agren
O Moithor agroe nor disagren O Nesthar aaron ner disagres
© Dhagtes O Dusgrre
O Strongly disagnes O Srogly disagroe
12, 1
© Strongly sgron ‘the Onbon Creek scouyHam and water
O Agroe ity
O Noithor agroe ror disagroo O “Strongly agree
O Disagres Q Agres
O Strongly ditagres O Nesther agree noe disagres
15, § wousd iike more Trull trees planted. ga = .
© Strongly agron S —
o Agros

O Maoithor agroe nof diskgron
O Disagres

O Strongly dissgnes

17, | would sttend a public meeting about the
fatisre s of this srea.
O Yes
O No

10 How would you get to this
O Walk or ride & bile
O Drive

Dbt (oo apecify)

9. How closa do you live 1o this aea
O WIkhin bwe blocks.
O Within ono il

VOUF Tip cod

20. AddWtional comments:

Fruani you bor
ranagement and futums use of this aea, pleass cull Leah Gibion st ST -1 cr emad hor at
Lo Do DNl as, g




COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
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Door Hanger Distribution Area
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+ Targeted social media posts (FB, Nextdoor)
«  Elementary school circulation
* Neighborhood meetings

+ Partner distribution lists (non-profit partners, COA
programs, neighborhood associations)

«  Flyer locations (library, rec center, etc)

WEWANT TO_HEAR
FROM YOU!

IQUEREMOS SABEK
SU OPINION!

COMPARTA SUS COMENTARIOS
SOBRE EL MANTENIMIENTO
FUTURO DE PARTE DEL AREA
INUNDABLE DE ONION CREEK QUE

ESTA COMPRANDO LA CIUDAD.

SHARE YOUR OPINION ABOUT
THE FUTURE MAINTENANCE OF
PART OF THE ONION CREEK
FLOODPLAIN BUYOUT AREA.

The survey is brief and will take five
of your time. The deadline is <<date>>.

La ta es breve y solo le tomard clnce
minutos de su tlempo. La fecha limite es
<<date>>,
Two Easy Options:

Fill out survey online at:

www surveymonkey.com/r/OnionCreek

Dos opclones senclllas:

Llene la encuesta en linea en:
as.surveymonkey /r/OnionCreekEsp

Pick up a paper copy, or access the
Internet, at the newly recpenad South
East Branch Library, 58032 Muckols
Crossing Road.

Recoja una encuesta en papel o
acceda a Internet en la nueva sucursal
sureste de la biblioteca, 5803 Muckols
Crossing Road.

Library Hours:
MON-THU: 10am-9pm; FRI: 10am-6pm;
SAT: 10pm-5pm; SUN CLOSED

Horario de la biblioteca:
Lunes a Jueves: 10AM - OPM; viernes: 10AM-6PM;
sabado: 10AM-5PM; cerrada los domingos

WATERSHED WATERSHED

PROTECTION

PROTECTION



WPD OUTREACH SURVEY
RESULTS

Open for 28 days in November 2018

250 total responses

50 living in, or within two blocks of, buyout area- very similar
results to non-residents

3 Spanish
3 paper copies

86 optional comments




CURRENT USAGE

View wildlife

T

kall
Walk/run on unpaved areas _

Ride a bike/scooter/skateboard _

Picnics/other recreational activities 48



COMMUNITY GARDENS AND URBAN AGRICULTURE

m Strongly Agree = Agree Neither =~ mDisagree  m Strongly Disagree

A community garden would be a beneficial 0
use of the area
| would participate in a community garden -- o -
if one existed
N - FR
A farm or orchard run by a nonprofit should _ “ .
provide community benefit

A farm or orchard run by a nonprofit is an
acceptable use of the area




COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AND VOLUNTEERISM

m Strongly Agree = Agree Neither =~ mDisagree  m Strongly Disagree

- } I
. ) .I

| would volunteer to participate in
community service events (such as creek
clean ups and tree plantings)

| would volunteer to ORGANIZE a
community service events (such as creek
clean ups and tree plantings)




REMAINING INFRASTRUCTURE: STREETS

ALL streets
should remain

open to vehicles
in this area
(45)

Remove unused streets,

Closelunused streets|to to create more open
vehiculantrafficlbut'keep: space
them (147)

(€3)




REMAINING INFRASTRUCTURE: LIGHTING

Remove street lights in all
areas where there are no
houses
(56)

Some lighting should
remain in areas where
there are no houses
(191)




VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

: MOWING

Mow entire area regularly
G))

Mow near sidewalks,
schools, and houses, but
more native vegetation in

other sections

(189)




VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

m Strongly Agree  m Agree Neither Disagree  m Strongly Disagree

| would like native grasses and wildflower .
meadows in the open areas
| would like more fruit trees planted -- 61 18 I



ECOSYSTEM MANAGEMENT

m Strongly Agree = Agree Neither = Disagree m Strongly Disagree

The area should provide food and habitat for 128l
pollinators
The area should provide food and habitat for o4
other types of wildlife
The area should be used to improve the o
Onion Creek ecosystem and water quality
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SURVEY RESULTS
PRAISE AND SUPPORT

Overwhelming support of:
Less mowing
More street removal, closures
Less street lights
More pollinator habitat
More trees
Community agriculture
Fruit trees
Walking/biking/equestrian paths

Using the area to benefit the Onion Creek ecosystem




SURVEY RESULTS
CONCERNS FROM THE PUBLIC

Security after dark
Homeless

lllegal dumping

Fallen trees, perceived lack of mowing




RESPONSE
SECURITY AFTER DARK

Frequent check-ins with APD area
representatives

Working with Legal to establish curfew via
administrative rules

Potential partnership with PARD Rangers

Signage




RESPONSE
ILLEGAL DUMPING




RESPONSE:
MOWING & FALLEN TREES

/\ ™A — Trail
—— Creek
{ PARD Management Area
I PARD Mowed Area (21-day cycle)
1
WPD Mowed Area (6 cutsiyr)
[0 Private Property

Lower Onion Creek Current Mowing Map
Managed by the City of Austin Parks and Recreation Dept.
and the Watershed Protection Dept.
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- Education & communication
- Mowing buffer areas

- Utilize contracts to address “weedy” species
(Johnson grass, etc)

- Biannual sweep with chipper after spring and
fall storms




NATIVE GRASS AND WILDFLOWER T

MEADOW ESTABLISHMENT |

This property is on a reduced mowing schedule to allow planted native
seeds to grow and produce more seeds.

NATIVE PLANT MEADOWS HELP TO:

Decsease eroal o snd flooding by absorbing
water from storms

Prinvcde food and shelter for polinatars and
othwe wildlife

B f
Filter storrwater unoff &

ONGOING TASKS & NEXT STEPS:

SEEDING AND REDUCED MOWING OF SOME AREAS;
MORE TO BE DONE IN FALL 2019




ONGOING TASKS
AND NEXT STEPS:
EXPLORE POTENTIAL
FOR COMMUNITY
AGRICULTURE




ONGOING TASKS AND NEXT
STEPS:
COMMUNITY MEETINGS AND
CONVERSATIONS

Community Ag conversation (March 2019)

GAVA Health Fair (May 2019)

Austin Parks Foundation/TARG meeting (June
2019)

Ongoing conversations with neighbors — Friends of
Onion Creek, Onion Creek Park Neighborhood
Association, etc

Continue to use network of partnerships to gather
feedback & make management decisions




ONGOING
TASKS AND
NEXT STEPS:
MANAGEMENT
PLAN & MAPS

Work with PARD to create
cohesive management
plan

Make available on website

Signage

Future Management of
Lower Onion Creek

By the City of Austin Parks and Recreation Dept.
and the Watershed Protection Dept.

% ONION CREEK
% METROPOLITAN PARK

“o AT VARRABEE BEND

—— Trail

—— Creek

S Proposzed Street Closure

|-_ -_' WPD Managsment Area
PARD Management Area

B arrabes Bend Amenities

WPD Mowed Area (6 cuts/yr)

B P2RD Mowed Area (21-day cycle)
Patential Community Agric ulture
Established Grow Zone

| Wildflower Meadow (0-2 cutslyr)

- Private Property

Parks and Recreation Dept. (PARD) mows a
B-foot buffer around all frails, sireets, parking
lats, picnic areas, pavilions and other
amenities in the Onion Creek Metropolitan
Park at Yarrabee Bend. The buffer is mowed
on a 21-day cycle. Watershed Protection
Dept. (WPD) mows a buffer around wildfiower




QUESTIONS?




