
D.6 - 1 

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 22, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0348 

1710 POQUITO STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Relocate a ca. 1931 house to Bastrop, Texas. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, irregular-plan, front-gabled frame bungalow with a side-gabled wraparound porch 

on stuccoed piers and battered posts; single, paired, and triple 1:1 fenestration and 2:2 

replacement windows in a triple configuration on the front elevation; artificial siding to 

resemble brick.  It appears that the original wood siding on the house remains intact under 

the artificial siding. 

RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1931 by Maude Barton, the proprietor of a beauty shop in the 400 

block of E. 6th Street; she is listed at this address in the 1932-33 city directory along with 

Robert and Maud Phillips, who are listed as the owners of this house.  Robert Phillips was 

an elevator operator in the Scarbrough Building.  Robert Phillips is listed as the owner and 

occupant of this house until around 1939, when he and his wife moved to a house on Navasota 

Street.  Maude Barton lived here with the Phillips through most of the 1930s, but moved to 

a house in the back yard with an address of 1909 E. 18th Street at the end of the 1930s.  After 

Robert Phillips moved to Navasota Street, Maude Barton moved back into this house.  She 

married an attorney, Charles J. Greenly, who had his offices in her old beauty shop on E. 6th 

Street; they then moved out of Austin around 1945. 

A woman named Vera Barton (later Vera Barton Owens) is listed as the owner in the 1947 

city directory; she was the proprietor of a tavern on E. 12th Street.  Her relation to Maude 

Barton is not known.  She was renowned as a woman of means in East Austin when she was 

murdered in 1947.  She left this house to her half brother, who had been questioned about 

her murder, but her husband, whom she had only recently married, was tried for the crime.  

The house was then rented, and later owned by Vernon Jackson and his wife, Alfae.  Vernon 

Jackson was a laborer and then janitor at the Post Office.  Alfae Jackson was a maid at 

women’s clothing stores on Congress Avenue.  They lived here until around 1967.  The house 

has been a rental property since that time with a variety of relatively-short term tenants.  

According to the 2016 East Austin Historic Resources Survey, the house is still owned in the 

name of Alfae Jackson, who died in 2006. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house was recommending as contributing to a potential historic district in the Chestnut 

neighborhood in the East Austin Historic Resources Survey (2016). 
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Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a bungalow with its principal feature of 

architectural interest being the wrapraound porch and ornamental wood 

screens; windows in the front of the house have been replaced and the house 

has artificial siding covering its original wood siding.  The house reflects a 

relatively common style and has been modified so that its integrity of materials 

has been compromised. 

b. Historical association. The house was built by an African-American woman 

who operated a beauty shop on E. 6th Street; she lived here from the time of 

construction in 1931 until around 1945, when she moved to San Antonio.  From 

around 1947 to around 1967, the house was owned and occupied by a custodian 

at the Post Office and his wife.  It has been a rental property since the late 

1960s.  There do not appear to be significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting 

of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 

archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house does not meet the criteria for individual 

designation as a historic landmark. 



 D.6 - 3 

LOCATION MAP 
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1710 Poquito Street 
ca. 1931 
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Close-up of wood siding under faux-brick siding. 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1710 Poquito Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2019 
 
1930-31 The address is not listed in the directory.  No houses are listed on the   
  even side of the 1700 block of Poquito Street. 
  NOTE:  Robert and Maud Phillips are not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  Maude Barton (colored) is listed at 1202 East Avenue; she had a   
  beauty parlor at 424½ E. 6th Street. 
 
1932-33 Robert and Maud Phillips, owners 
  Elevator operator, Scarbrough Building, 6th Street and Congress Avenue. 
  Also listed is Maude Barton, the proprietor of a beauty parlor at 424½ E.   
  6th Street. 
 
1935  Robert and Frances Philips, owners 

Elevator operator, Scarbrough Building, 6th Street and Congress Avenue. 
Also listed is Maud Barton, the proprietor of Barton’s Beauty Shop, 421½ E. 6th 
Street. 
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1937  Robert and Frances Phillips, owners 
  Elevator operator, Scarbrough Building, 6th Street and Congress Avenue. 
  Also listed is Maude Barton, the proprietor of Barton’s Beauty Shop,   
  421½ E. 6th Street. 
 
1939  Robert Phillips, owner 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  There is an additional listing for Robert F. and Frances Phillips at   
  1184 Navasota Street; he was a porter at the Scarbrough Building. 
  NOTE:  Maude Barton is listed at 1909 E. 18th Street; she was the    
  proprietor of Barton’s Beauty Shop, 421½ E. 6th Street. 
 
1940  Maude S. Barton, renter 
  Proprietor, Barton’s Beauty Shop, 421½ E. 6th Street. 
  NOTE:  Robert T. and Frances Phillips are listed at 1184 Navasota   
  Street; he was a porter at the Scarbrough Building, 6th Street and    
  Congress Avenue. 
 
1941  Maude Barton, renter 
  Proprietor, Barton’s Beauty Shop, 421½ E. 6th Street. 
  Also listed are Robert and Mamie Barton; he was a laborer for the    
  Southern Pacific Lines, railroad. 
 
1944-45 Charles J. and Maude Greenly, owners 
  Partner (with Kenneth R. Lamkin), Lamkin & Greenly, lawyers, 421½ E.   
  6th Street. 
  NOTE:  Neither Maude Barton nor Barton’s Beauty Shop are listed in the   
  directory.  The address for the office of Lamkin & Greenly corresponds   
  with the address for Barton’s Beauty Shop. 
 
 
1947  Vera Barton, owner 
  Proprietor, Barton’s Tavern, beer, 1900 E. 12th Street. 
  NOTE:  Vera Barton appears in the 1944-45 and 1942 directories as the   
  wife of Oliver Barton; they lived at 1712 Walnut Avenue and were the   
  proprietors of Barton’s Place, beer, 1900 E. 12th Street. 
  NOTE:  Charles J. and Maude Greenly are not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  Vernon and Alfaye Jackson are listed at 1192 Poquito Street; he   
  was a custodian at the Post Office. 
  NOTE:  Vera Barton Owens was murdered in 1947. 
 
1949  Vernon Jackson, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1952  Vernon and Alfae Jackson, renters 
  Laborer, Post Office 
 
1955  Vernon P. Jackson, owner 
  Janitor, Post Office 
  NOTE:  Alfae Jackson is listed as a maid at Three Sisters, women’s   
  clothing, 716 Congress Avenue.  She did not have a residential address   
  shown in the directory. 
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1959  Vernon P. and Alfae Jackson, owners 
  Vernon: Janitor, Post Office 
  Alfae:  Maid, Career Girl Shops, women’s clothing, 620 Congress   
    Avenue. 
 
1962  Vernon D. and Alfae Jackson, owners 
  Janitor 
 
1965  Vernon P. and Alfae Jackson, owners 
  Custodian, Post Office 
 
1968  Oscar Surette, Jr., renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1973  Vacant 
 
1977  Eugene Burse, renter 
  Employed by the Quality of Water Board 
 
1981  Eugene Burse, renter 
  Employed by the Quality of Water Board 
 
1985-86 Vacant 
 
1992  Joe B. Byars, renter 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The directory indicates that Joe B. Byars was a new resident at   
  this address. 
 
 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Robert and Maud Frances Phillips (ca. 1930 – ca. 1940) 
A Robert Phillips appears int e 1910 U.S. Census as the 6-year old son of Albert and Emma 
Phillips, who lived at 1813 New York Avenue in Austin.  Robert was the 5th of Albert and Emma 
Phillips’ 6 children.  He was born in Texas.  His father, Albert Phillips, 49, had been born in Texas 
and was a porter at the Capitol.  His mother, Emma Phillips, 38, had been born in Texas and had 
no occupation listed.   
 
Robert Phillips married M. Frances Rucker in Travis County on January 20, 1935. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Robert and Frances Phillips as the owners of the house at 1184 
Navasota Street in Austin.  Robert Phillips was 35, had been born in Texas, and was a porter in 
a department store.  Frances Phillips was 30, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
Frank Robert Phillips’ 1980 death certificate shows that he was living at 1184 Navasota Street at 
the time of his death.  He was born in 1906 in Texas to Albert Phillips and Emma Anderson, and 
was the manager of an Exxon Service Station.  Frances Rucker Phillips was his surviving spouse.  
Frances R. Phillips died in Travis County in 1999. 
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Death notice for Frank Robert Phillips 

Austin American-Statesman, January 3, 1980 
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Obituary of Frances Phillips 

Austin American-Statesman, April 7, 1999 
 
Maude Barton (later married to Charles Greenly) (ca. 1940 – ca. 1946) 
Maude Barton appears in the 1910 U.S. Census as the 13-year old daughter of Robert B. and 
Jessie Barton of Justice Precinct 3 in Williamson County, Texas.  She is listed as a mulatto.  She 
was born in Texas.  Her father, Robert B. Barton, 39, was a Texas-born farmer.  Her mother, 
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Jessie Barton, 40, was a South Carolina-born public school teacher.  Maude had an older brother, 
Ollie, 17, who is listed as a laborer on the home farm; and a younger brother, Robert, 8. 
 
The marriage between C.J. Greenly and Maud B. Greenly was annulled in December, 1946.  
According to newspaper accounts, C.J. and Maude Greenly were the owners of several properties 
in the city, which they were selling in the summer of 1946.  C.J. Greenly was charged with 
embezzlement in Travis County in December, 1948. 
 
Maude Greenly Barton was born in 1896 and died in San Antonio in 1971.  According to her death 
certificate, she had lived in San Antonio for 27 years.  She was born in 1905 in Texas and was a 
beautician.  She is buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Austin.  There was no obituary in the Austin 
newspapers. 
 
Vera Barton (ca. 1946 – ca. 1947) 
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Story on the retrial of Roy Owens in the death of Vera Barton Owens in 1947 

Austin Statesman, November 17, 1949 
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Roy Owens’ murder trial goes to the jury 

Austin Statesman, February 25, 1950 
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Vernon and Alfae Jackson (ca. 1948 – ca. 1967) 
Vernon Jackson appears in the 1940 U.S. Census as the 24-year old son of Mable Brown, who 
rented her home at 1807 Chicon Street in Austin.  Vernon Jackson was born in Texas and was a 
porter for the Kruger Jewelry Company.  His mother, Mable Brown, a 48-year old Texas-born 
widow, did domestic work in a private home.  Vernon had an older sister, October M. Jackson, 
26, who had been born in Texas and did domestic work in a private home, and a younger brother, 
Leland Jackson, 22, who had been born in Texas and was a porter in a fraternity house. 
 
His 1940 World War II draft card shows that Vernon Philip Jackson was born in 1914 in Austin 
and was living in Austin where he was employed by Kruger’s Jewelry Store.  He was 5’-2” tall, 
weighed 133 pounds, and had black hair and brown eyes.  His next of kin was his mother, Mable 
Louise Brown. 
 
Alfae Hoodye (later Jackson) appears in the 1940 U.S. Census as the sister of Willice Richard, 
who rented the house at 1308 Comal Street in Austin.  Alfae Hoodye was born in Texas and had 
lived in rural Bastrop County, Texas in 1935.  She had no occupation listed.  She had 2 younger 
sisters listed with her.  Their brother, Willice Richard, was a 24-year old Texas-born presser in a 
cleaning shop.  He had a wife and a young son. 
 
Vernon Jackson died in Travis County in 2001 and is buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Austin.  
Alfae Jackson was born in 1921 in Kyle, Texas and died in August, 2006 in Long Beach, 
California.  She was known as Alfae Roberts at the time of her death.  There was no obituary in 
the Austin newspapers. 
 
 

 
Water service permit to Maude Barton for this address (1931) 
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Building permit to Charles J. Greenly to re-roof the house and install asphalt siding (1943) 

 

 
Building permit to Alfae Jackson to repair fire damage to the house (1964) 
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the house; the house that Maude Barton lived in when not living 

here, addressed as 1909 E. 18th Street, does not appear on this map. 
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The 1962 Sanborn map shows both the current house (with the same configuration as shown 

on the 1935 map above) as well as the house at 1909 E. 18th Street, where Maude Barton 
moved in 1939 in between her tenancies here.  Both houses are shown on the same lot. 

 
 

 

 

 


