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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 22, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0380 

2110 TRAVIS HEIGHTS BLVD. 

PROPOSAL 

Partially demolish and construct additions to a ca. 1938 house and ADU. 

ARCHITECTURE 

1-story brick-clad, cross-gabled Tudor Revival house with asbestos roof; paired and single 1:1 

and multi-lite wood windows; and arched doorway and fanlight at main elevation. 2-story 

ADU with horizontal fiber cement cladding, 1:1 and 6:6 windows, and side-gabled 

composition shingle roof.  

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The proposed project consists of: 

1) A two-story addition to the main house. The addition is clad in stucco and brick, and 

includes 2:1 and 3:1 mulled and single windows, arched windows at the east and south 

elevations, a garage at the south elevation, and a hipped metal tile roof with dormers at the 

north and south elevations. The addition is set back approximately 2’2” from the main 

elevation. 

2) Replacement of windows on north and rear elevations; moving window on north elevation. 

3) Replacement of roof on the main house with metal tile to match existing asbestos. 

4) Opening the shed-roof enclosure at the rear of the house to use as a porch. 

5) A three-story addition to the existing ADU. The side-gabled addition has a dormer at the 

east elevation and is clad in board-and-batten and stucco, and features a combination of  

arched mulled multi-lite casement windows, 2:1 and 3:1 paired casement windows, fixed 

windows, and transom windows. It includes decorative brackets, exposed rafter tails, and a 

decorative curved roofline. The existing garage door will be removed.  

RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1938 by Emil H. and Mildred K. Spillmann. Emil Spillmann was the 

superintendent of the South Austin post office, where he worked for 39 years. Mildred 

Spillmann was a statistician with the Texas Education Agency’s vocational division for over 

40 years. The Spillmanns were the home’s sole occupants from 1938 to at least 1992; they 

moved in shortly after they were married, and Mildred Spillmann remained in the house 

after her husband’s death in 1979 until her own death in the early 1990s. The Spillmanns 

were active in a variety of civic and community groups: Mildred Spillmann was a lifelong 

member of several women’s organizations, as well as the national and state Rehabilitation 

Associations; Emil Spillmann served as a member of the Planning Commission during the 

1960s, and as a leader of the Oak Hill-Cedar Valley Pioneers Association, the South Austin 

Civic Club, and the Onion Creek Masonic Lodge, among other organizations. Both served as 

officers of the Austin Gem and Mineral Society, receiving honors for their contributions to 

the group.  

STAFF COMMENTS 

The property does not appear in the 1984 Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey. The 

property is contributing to a potential National Register Historic District.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 

2) The building appears to retain a high degree of integrity. 
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3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City of 

Austin Land Development Code, Section 25-2-352).  

a. Architecture. The building appears to be an intact example of the Tudor Revival style.  

b. Historical association. There do not appear to be significant historical associations, 

though the Spillmanns’ civic contributions may warrant Commission consideration. 

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data 

concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property does not appear to have a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or 

cultural identity of the city, a neighborhood, or a particular group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage the applicant to consider design revisions to the main house addition in order to 

enhance the project’s sensitivity to the existing historic fabric of the building, including 

revisions to materials, scale, and setback; and to use the existing style and materials of the 

ADU as the basis for constructing an addition that is compatible with the historic structures 

on the lot. Consider postponement of the case to the August hearing; otherwise, release the 

permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 

photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 

archiving at the Austin History Center.  
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

  

 
Photo: Google Street View, 2018 

Occupancy History 

City Directory Research, Austin History Center 

By City Historic Preservation Office, June, 2019 

1992 Mildred K. Spillmann, owner 

1985-86  Mildred K. Spillmann, owner 

Retired 

1981 Mildred K. Spillmann, owner 

Retired 

1977 Emil H. Spillmann, owner 

Retired 

1973 No return 

1968 Emil H. and Mildred K. Spillmann, owners 

Special representative, Austin 

Statistician, Texas Education Agency 

1965 Emil H. and Mildred K. Spillmann, owners 

Station superintendent, post office 

Statistician, Texas Education Agency 

1962 Emil H. and Mildred K. Spillmann, owners 

Station superintendent, post office 
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1959 Emil H. and Mildred K. Spillmann, owners 

Station superintendent, post office, South Austin station 

1955 Emil H. and Mildred K. Spillmann, owners 

Superintendent, post office 

Administrative assistant, State Education Agency 

1952 Emil H. and Mildred K. Spillmann, owners 

Supervisor, post office 

Administrative assistant, State Education Agency 

1949 Emil H. and Mildred K. Spillmann, owners 

Clerk in charge, post office 

Statistician, State Department of Education 

1947 Emil H. and Mildred K. Spillmann, owners 

Employee, post office 

Statistician, State Department of Vocational Education 

1944-45 Emil H. and Mildred K. Spillmann, owners 

Foreman, post office 

Office manager, State Board of Vocational Education 

1941 Emil H. and Mildred K. Spillmann, owners 

Carrier, post office 

Secretary, State Department of Education 

1939 Emil H. and Mildred K. Spillmann, owners 

Carrier, post office 

Secretary, State Department of Education 

1935 Address not listed.  

Background Information 

 
Obituary for Emil Spillmann. The Austin American Statesman; Jan 29, 1979. 
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Obituary for Mildred Knape Spillman. The Austin American Statesman; October, 1994 

                

The Austin American Statesman; Aug 13, 1976.           The Austin American Statesman;  

                 Sep 15, 1974 
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The Austin Statesman; Dec 2, 1964. 
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The Austin Statesman; Jun 12, 1962    The Austin American; Jan 15, 1956 
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The Austin American; Apr 4, 1954 
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Marriage announcement. The Austin American; Jul 31, 1938. 

Permits 

 
Water service permit, 7-6-38 



 D.10- 11 

 

Sewer connection permit, 5-5-55 

 

 
Building permit for addition, 2-7-61 
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Water service permit, 11-16-70 

 

 
Building permit for addition, 9-10-74 

 


