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Austin / Travis County Community 
Context





In Austin/ Travis County….



Making Ends Meet in Travis County

Income for a Family of 4

Low-income 

(200% FPL) Survival Budget

Annual $50,200 $65,688 

Hourly $25.10 $32.84 

Survival Budget based on United Way Worldwide’ s ALICE Budget









Single Parents Struggle to Make Ends 
Meet—Even when Working Full Time

66%

Less than 
200% FPL

More than 
200% FPL 

44%

36%

20%

Data source: 2012-2016 American Community Survey PUMS

Under 200% of the Federal Poverty Line

Full Time

Part Time

Not Working

• 80% of single-parent families with low income are currently working



A Large Percentage of Parents in Two 
Parent Families are not Working

66%

Less than 
200% FPL

More than 
200% FPL 

12%

26%

62%

Work status of two-parent families with low income

Both parents working
full time

At least one parent
working part time

One parent not working

Data source: 2012-2016 American Community Survey PUMS

Under 200% of the Federal Poverty Line

At least one 
parent

not working



Child Care is Incredibly Expensive



Why Does Poverty Matter?





Percent of Children who are School Ready

Travis County Ready Set K! Data 2015-2019
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Success By 6 Coalition Strategic Plan: 
A 2,000 Day Journey



Success By 6 Coalition 





SX6 Coalition Leadership 



2,000 Day Journey 



Framework



Healthy Beginnings



22

Healthy Beginnings



Supported Families



High Quality Care & Education 



Safe & Stimulating Communities

New Initiatives

Early Childhood  Resource & Referral Early Matters Greater Austin 

Business Alliance



Safe & Stimulating Communities



Thank you 

Alison.Bentley@uwatx.org


