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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2019 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

NRD-2019-0049 

506 OAKLAND AVENUE 

WEST LINE NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

PROPOSAL 

Enclose part of the front porch; enlarge a window opening; install a ramp. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan house with gable roof, wood cladding, 1:1 wood-sash windows, a 

paneled partially glazed door, and gable-roofed front porch. 

 

RESEARCH 

Edward and Leona Frazar owned and occupied the house for approximately 50 years, 

interrupted by a decade in the 1930s and early 1940s when the house was rented to short-

term occupants.  

 

Edward Brahan (“E. B.”) Frazar was born in 1884 in Frazarville or Eagle Lake, Texas. He 

worked on oil fields as a gauger and civil engineer. Leona Dean Frazar was born around 1887 

in Hornsby Bend, Texas. She married E. B. Frazar in Austin in 1913 and the couple had one 

son. In 1920, the Frazars lived in Fresno, California in the early 1920s while E. B. worked 

for an oil company. 

 

By 1927, the Frazars had returned to Austin and purchased 506 Oakland Avenue. 

However, by 1930 E. B. lived in Winkler, Texas, for oil field work, while Leona lived at 506 

Oakland Avenue with the couple’s young son. By 1932, Leona had left Austin to live with 

her husband. In 1940, the family was living near Falfurrias in Brooks County on a private 

oil field road. Though E. B. is not listed as an oil field worker, the Frazars lived with a 

younger man who worked as a roustabout. By 1947, the Frazars had returned to Austin. 

 

Leona Frazar was involved with the Methodist Church, Order of the Eastern Star, and 

Amaranth Lodge. She died in August in 1968. E. B. Frazar died in Austin in 1974. 

 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The proposed project has three parts: 

1) Enclose a portion of the front porch with clear glazing. The glazing will be installed 

behind the pillars and porch railing, with a gap of 8” at the top; 

2) Extend an existing window opening to the ceiling and floor of the porch to create a 

new door opening; and 

3) Install a ramp to access the porch, including the removal of a small portion of the 

handrail. 

 

No other changes are proposed to the exterior of the building. 

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The building is a contributing property in the West Line National Register Historic District. 

It does not appear to meet the standards for designation as a historic landmark. 
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Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building retains a high degree of integrity. 
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City of 

Austin Land Development Code (Section 25-2-352). The property does not appear to meet 

two criteria. 
a. Architecture. The building was designed in the Craftsman style, and may meet the 

architectural criterion. 
b. Historical association. Edward B. and Leona Frazar occupied the house for 

approximately 50 years. There do not appear to be significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data 

concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or 

cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas as a whole. 
e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 

with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are used to evaluate projects in 

National Register historic districts. The following standards apply to the proposed project: 

2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided. 
The project largely retains the historic character of the property, though it will remove 

a historic-age window and enlarge the window opening into a door opening. The 

techniques used for partial enclosure of the porch will minimize visibility. 

3) Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. 
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding 
conjectural features or elements from other historic properties, will not be 
undertaken. 
The project will not create a false sense of historical development. 

5) Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 
The project will remove one historic-age window, which will be saved for future use. 

It largely preserves character-defining features. 

9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. 
The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 
The new door opening will be clearly differentiated from historic-age construction via 

a different-sized opening. The ramp will be differentiated with modern materials; its 

side location and visually light handrail are compatible. The partial enclosure of the 

porch will be differentiated with the modern construction technique, and is largely 

compatible. 

10) New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
If the glazing and ramp were to be removed in the future, the essential form and 

integrity of the historic property would be unimpaired. Likewise, if the door opening 
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were to be partially infilled, the historic-age window could be replaced with no adverse 

impacts. 

 

The proposed project largely meets the standards. 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Retain as many character-defining features as possible; do not remove the historic front wall; 

change the window opening to a door opening. Retain the portion of railing that will be 

removed for the ramp. 

The portion of the front wall to be removed has been limited to the expansion of a window 

opening. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Comment on and release the permit. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Primary (east) façade of 506 Oakland Avenue. 

 
 
Occupancy History 

City directory research, Austin History Center 
By Historic Preservation Office staff 
September 2019 

 

1920 Address not listed 

 

1922 Vacant 

 

1924 Alex and Amelia Barron, owners 

 Superintendent, Farmers & Ginners Cotton Oil Co. (2010 E. 6th Street) 

 

1927 E. B. and Leona Frezar, owners 

 Gauger, no employer listed 

 

1929 E. B. and Leona Frazar, owners 

 No occupation listed 

 

1932 John C. and Lorena Byrd 

 Foreman, Austin Sand & Gravel Co. 

 

 John D. and Bobbie Byrd, renters 

 Employee, City Water Light & Power 
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 Alger L. Byrd, renter 

 Helper, Austin Sand & Gravel Co. 

 

 W. Morrison Byrd, renter 

 Mill hand, Woodward Manufacturing Corp. 

 

1935 Eric W. and Susye M. Swenson, renters 

 Salesman, Johns Bros. Inc. 

 

1937 Eric W. and Susye M. Swenson, renters 

 Salesman, Capitol Chevrolet Inc. 

 

1939 Perry B. and Susan I. Griffith and 5 children, renters 

 Salesman, no employer listed 

 

1941 Edward B. and Leona Frazar, owners 

 Foreman, no employer listed 

 

1944 Merle G. and Sadie M. Simpson, owners 

 Cabinetmaker, no employer listed 

 

1947  Edward D. and Leona Frazar, owners 

 Student, UT 

 

1949  Edward B. and Leona Frazar, owners 

 No occupation listed 

 

1952  Edward B. and Leona Frazar, owners 

 No occupation listed 

 

1955  Edward B. and Leona Frazar, owners 

 No occupation listed 

 

1959  Edward B. and Leona Frazar, owners 

 No occupation listed 

 

1962  Edward B. and Leona Frazar, owners 

 No occupation listed 

 

1968  Edward B. and Leona Frazar, owners 

 Retired 

 

1973 Edward B. and Leona Frazar, owners 

 Retired 

 

 

Background Research 
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Obituary, The Austin Statesman 12/19/1968. 

 

 
Building Permits 

 
Sewer connection permit signed by J. L. Martin, 10/11/1921 
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. 
Water service permit, 4/17(?)/1963. 

 

 
Building permit issued to E. B. Frazer for remodeling project, 3/10/1965. 
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Water service permit issued to Coffie & Crier, 8/27/1980. 

 

 
Building permit for rear additions issued to Coffee & Crier, 8/31/1981. 


