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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
SEPTEMBER 23, 2019 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
NRD-2019-0051 

1810 PALMA PLAZA 
OLD WEST AUSTIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

PROPOSAL 
Construct a one-story addition to a ca. 1949 house. 

ARCHITECTURE 
One-story frame house with composition shingle hipped roof, asbestos and stucco siding, and 
1:1 aluminum windows. 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 
Construct a 600 square foot single-story stucco addition and move door to the rear of the 
house. Replace existing aluminum windows with 6:6 low-e aluminum windows. Match 
dimensional composition shingle roof on addition to shingles on existing building. 

RESEARCH 
Laura Vogt, a nurse, was the first resident of 1810 Palma Plaza. By 1955, the home had been 
purchased by Bertram and Leta Simon, its longest-term residents. Leta Simon was the 
secretary-treasurer and general manager of Marie Antoinette, a women’s clothing company 
with several retail stores. Bertram Simon, known as Bert, served as the concertmaster of the 
Austin Symphony Orchestra, then became an insurance salesman shortly before he and Leta 
moved to Palma Plaza. Bertram Simon died in 1962 and Leta remained in the home until at 
least 1981. By 1986, it was owned by J. Sokolow, who worked for the Texas Commission for 
the Blind.  
STAFF COMMENTS 
The property is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District.  
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 
that there is not sufficient significance to warrant individual designation as a historic 
landmark under the criteria set forth in City Code: 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain a low degree of integrity. 

a. Architecture. There do not appear to be any significant architectural associations. 
b. Historical association. There do not appear to be any significant historical 

associations. 
c. Archaeology. The building was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data 

concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The building does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or 
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.  

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.
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The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are used to evaluate projects in 
National Register historic districts. Applicable standards include: 
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided. 5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes and 
construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be 
preserved.  The addition will not affect any character-defining features, nor will it remove 
any distinctive materials, features, finishes, or examples of craftsmanship that characterize 
the property. 
9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction will not destroy historic 
materials, features and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work 
will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, 
size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its 
environment. The new work will be differentiated from the new by its offset placement to the 
rear of the building. The addition is compatible with the scale, size, massing, and proportion 
of the existing house.  
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property 
and its environment would be unimpaired. If the addition were removed, the essential form 
and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be minimally affected. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Comment on and release the permit.
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Street View on Palma Plaza, 2019 

 
Street View on Newfield Ln, 2019 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office, September 2019 

1949 Address not listed. Building permits listed as 1401 Newfield Lane. 
1952 Mrs. Laura A. Vogt, owner 

Nurse, Seton Hospital 
1955 Bertram H. and Leta P. Simon, owners 

Special agent, Prudential Life Insurance Co. 
Assistant manager, Marie Antoinette women’s clothing 

1959 Bertram H. and Leta P. Simon, owners 
Special agent, Prudential Life Insurance Co. 
Assistant manager, Marie Antoinette women’s clothing 

1962 Bertram H. and Leta P. Simon, owners 
Special agent, Prudential Life Insurance Co. 
Personnel manager, Marie Antoinette women’s clothing 

1965 Mrs. Leta P. Simon, owner (wid. Bertram R.) 
Secretary-treasurer, Marie Antoinette Inc. 

1968 Mrs. Leta P. Simon, owner (wid. Bertram R.) 
Secretary-treasurer and general manager, Marie Antoinette Inc. 
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1973 Mrs. Leta P. Simon, owner (wid. Bertram R.) 
Secretary-treasurer, Marie Antoinette Inc. 

1977 Mrs. Leta P. Simon, owner (wid. Bertram R.) 
Secretary-treasurer and manager, Marie Antoinette Inc. 

1981 Mrs. Leta P. Simon, owner (wid. Bertram R.) 
Retired 

1986 J. Sokolow, owner 
Staff trainer, Texas Commission for the Blind 
The directory indicates that J. Sokolow is a new owner. 

1992 J. Sokolow, owner 
Employee, Private Advocacy 

Biographical Notes 

 
The Austin Statesman; Nov 14, 196
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The Austin Statesman; Aug 11, 1971. 
Building Permits 
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