Public Safety Commission, tem 5: WU! Code
June 3, 2019
Attendees: Chief Joel Baker, Chief Vocke, Chief Limon, iMark Baker

Public: WUI Code is a critical item to prevent fire disaster in Austin. This Code is coming to council for
Budget soon.

Staff: AFD supports the WUI code. It is important that Austin be prepared.

Staff: We would like an endorsement of the draft we have prepared; that you have in front of you. The
technical board that we need to appear before is the fire code board of appeals.

Mark Baker gives Presentation.
Public: This is only about new construction?

Staff: Yes, the WUI code is not retroactive. Vegetation management will be required for all remodels and
new construction.

Public: Will some of the educaticnal funds be used for public education about defensible space?

Staff: Some education is happening now. We thank you for your time and support. We have worked
through issues and you are an important stake holder for support to city council. There are costs
involved. We do not have staff do to reviews and inspections. The fees will help offset the increased cost
of housing.

Public: 1 will move that we endorse this WU| Code. 64% of Austin is at risk; 1/3 of that is preserve land.
How will the preserves be involved?

Staff: No. only new developments and remodels are involved.
Public: What will be done about the preserves?

Staff: We will make a team effort.

Public: Why is it not included in the WUI Code?

Staff: We can talk about it.

Public: We have lots of development that backs up to greenbelts, who will be responsible for making
public land safe? What about defensible space?

Staff: The WU code is for new builds. We need to look at the best course of action for the Wildland
interface.

Public: How closely do you feel that this code mirrors California’s code?

Staff: 1t is similar. Wildfire is everyone’s fight. It will be something we need to have conversations about
with our network of partners.

Public: We need to harden existing structure and new development. We need to move in the right
direction. The idea of losing % of our structures in the WUl areas is upsetting. All new builds are in
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