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Sept 11, 2019

Attendees: Commissioner Peggy Maceo, Zoila Vega, Commissioner Linda
Guerrero, Michael from the Tree Foundation, Nate Casebeer, AFD GIS

Analyst Justice Jones, AFD Division Manager, Kimra Hamilliton, AFD .~ Formatted: Font; Calibri Light, 16 pt

il
Administrative Assistant, Mark Baker, AFD Wildland Urban Interface
Coordinator, Commissioner Wendy Gordon, Commissioner Kevin
Ramberg,VChr]s Herrington, Commissioner Pam Thompson, Ryan
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structures within 50 feet or 150 feet from wildlands? ‘{ Formatted: Font: Calibri Light, 16 pt

We need to define wildlands.
What about lands that have different zoning?

Staff response: We do not distinguish ownership of property for fire risk
analysis.

Staff: 150 feet is the area most effective for mitigation treatment.

Public: Vegetation treatment is separate from WUI Code. This is very
complicated. City Council won’t understand it.

Public: | see a lot of important unintended consequences. Regarding-;
the removal of leave litter and other small ground debris:
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Invertebrates are a vital part of the health of our ecosystem, including .-~ { Formatted: Font: Calori Light

tree health. They contribute to healthy soil communities, feed insect- ,.v",[Fonnatted: Font: Calibri Light, 16 pt

eating birds and other insectivores, and prey upon pest insects. Dead /| Formatted: Font: Calibri Light
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Public: | need help reading the table presented. | need an example of
hardening of the home. When is it not necessary? Which one doesn’t
require defensible space?

Public: How can we require compliance with the WUl code?

Staff response: Fire resistant construction will be required within 50 feet
of the WUI. We need to protect structures from embers.

Public: Oaks between the WUI and development should not be cut down
fo provide access.

Staff response: We have no rules right now. We need rules to protect
people, structures and things we value, like out oak trees. Insurance
companies are discontinuing fire policies from developments, such as
Berkley Hills, because of their high fire risk.

Public: What is the process to review the risk?

Public: It would take a leap of faith for me to approve this. I need to
protect the trees. | would only agree on condition that the rules are
done. The public needs to participate in the details, and it needs to
happen in a process, like Fire Wise. People will making decisions based
on whether it is cheaper to prune trees or just take them out. Austin Fire
Department needs to assess the sites. We cannot have voluntary
compliance.

Staff: Arborist will be needed. Texas Forest Service offered a class in the
spring, and we have twice as many certified arborists in the city.

Concern: Is it mandatory that arborists are certified in Austin?
Staff response: No. -

Concern: Will neighborhoods be in charge? What if they decide to cut
down all the trees?
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Other public concerns:

Affordable housing and equity; we are pricing everyone out of Austin,
and the WUI Code will make it more expensive. Plus, price for permits
will go up; taxes are going up.

Maps are confusing.

What are the unintended consequences?

Remodeling triggers and thresholds need to be identified.
Price for permits will go up; taxes are going up.

People need clear instructions on vegetation management. We need to
protect the preserves.

We need to decide how much money will be needed to support WUI
Code enforcement, fines, and reviews.

Who will WUI Code apply to?
How much public education have you had?

Environmental integrity needs to be added. We need to educate the
public so they do not think they just need to cut down all the trees.

We could made a Fire Risk ATX so the public can type in their address
and see their fire danger.

Grants and incentives could help homeowners with the expense.
Investment in our environment up front will yield a much greater return

than investment later; very often we cannot undo the damage we have
done-no matter how much we spend.
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