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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 28, 2019 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

NRD-2019-0062 

1706 WINDSOR ROAD 

OLD WEST AUSTIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

PROPOSAL 

Rehabilitate ca. 1932 house; alter window openings on rear wall; alter rear cabana. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

2-story rectangular-plan house; hipped roof covered in red clay tile; stucco cladding; multi-

lite double-hung wood-sash windows; arched entryway and door. 

 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The proposed project includes ten parts: 

1. Replace windows in-kind; 

2. Replace balcony railings in-kind; 

3. Remove shutters; 

4. Replace garage doors with glazing; 

5. Enclose stair to basement with glazing (not visible from street); 

6. Add staircase and steel railing to rear walkway; 

7. Add roof deck (not visible from street); 

8. Alter window openings on rear (west) wall, including large windows to double-height 

space; 

9. Alter window openings on side (north) wall (part of an addition constructed in 1996) 

and replace existing windows with windows of different sizes and sash patterns; and 

10. Restore large front opening in rear cabana and add glazing. 

 

RESEARCH 

Clarence and Jennie Covert constructed the house around 1932. Clarence lived there until 

his death in 1940; Jennie moved out by 1944. After a few short-term renters, Ralph and 

Nila Oakley lived in the house from around 1952 until at least 1981. 

 

Clarence Covert was born in 1888 in Texas. As co-founder of the Covert Motor Company 

with his father Frank Covert Sr., Clarence Covert was a prominent businessman often 

quoted in newspapers on auto sales, particularly Buicks. “The Covert company has for 

many years enjoyed a fine reputation for fair dealings and has figured prominently in all 

movements favoring the growth and progress of Austin,” The Austin American stated in 

1939. Frank Covert St. retired in 1932, and Clarence shared management of the company 

with his brother Frank Jr., starting in 1934. Clarence Covert died in 1940 in his home. 

 

Jennie Matthews Covert was born in 1888 in Webberville. She married Clarence Covert 

before 1912 and the couple had three sons. She was involved in numerous social groups, 

including the Girls’ Settlement Club and the Junior League. Jennie Covert died in 1977 in 

Austin. 

 

Ralph Sidney Oakley was born in 1899 in Arkansas. In 1930, he was living in Jeffersonville, 

Texas, working in the real estate business. By 1938, he had moved to Austin, where he 

managed the Longhorn Cafe. The 1949 and 1952 city directories list him in the insurance 



 C.9 - 2 

business with Everett Kingsbery, the previous owner of 1706 Windsor Road. By 1955, 

Oakley owned Oakley Real Estate, which he ran until at least 1973. He was involved in a 

1962 case heard by the Texas Supreme Court regarding condemnation of land for a 

highway project. Ralph Oakley died in 1981 in Austin. 

 

Nila Burch Oakley was born in 1916 in Houston to a farming family. She lived in San 

Antonio in 1935, but moved to Austin and married Ralph Oakley by 1940. She died in 1988 

in Austin. 

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The house is a contributing property in the Old West Austin National Register Historic 

District. It may meet the standards for designation as a historic landmark. 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building retains a moderately high degree of integrity. 
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City of 

Austin Land Development Code (Section 25-2-352). The property does not appear to 

demonstrate significance according to any criteria. 
a. Architecture. The building is an intact example of the Mediterranean Revival style 

and appears to be architecturally significant. 
b. Historical association. Clarence Covert lived in the house from the time it was 

constructed until his death in 1940. More research would be needed to determine if 

his residence during this period has significant historical associations with the 

Covert Auto Co. There do not appear to be significant historical associations with 

Ralph and Nila Oakley, who lived in the house for approximately thirty years. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, 

physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, 

image, or cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas as a whole. 
e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 

with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are used to evaluate projects in 

National Register historic districts. The following standards apply to the proposed project: 

2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided. 
The project retains the property’s historic character by preserving features, spaces, 

and spatial relationships. The most dramatic change is to the rear wall, much of 

which was added in 1994. 

3) Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. 
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding 
conjectural features or elements from other historic properties, will not be 
undertaken. 
The project does not create a false sense of historical development. 

4) Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will 
be retained and preserved. 
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The project retains the house’s stucco cladding (added at an unknown date after 

construction) and side and rear additions (built in 1994 and at an unknown date). 

5) Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 
The house’s distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques 

will be preserved. 

6) Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the 
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new 
feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. 
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical 
evidence. 
Windows and balcony railings will be replaced in-kind. 

9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. 
The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 
The proposed building is generally compatible with the surrounding neighborhood, 

which contains a mix of historic-age and new construction. The three houses 

immediately to the south are substantial two-story buildings; a large modern house is 

prominently located at the end of the block (see photos on p. 3-5). The building’s 

materials and proportions mark it as new construction. 

The proposed project meets the standards. 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

Retain the stucco cladding; ensure that cabana changes are compatible with the principal 

house. The committee was supportive of replacing the windows and balcony railings in-kind 

and removing the shutters. The stucco cladding is proposed to be retained. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Comment on and release the plans. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Primary (east) façade of 1706 Windsor Road. 

 

 
Detail of porte-cochere (enclosed ca. 1989). 
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Occupancy History 

City directory research, Austin History Center 
By Historic Preservation Office staff 
October 2019 

 

1929 Address not listed. Clarence and Jennie Covert reside at 1508 Colorado Street. 

 

1932 Clarence and Jennie Covert, owners (address listed as 1318 Windsor Road) 

 Covert Auto Co. 

 

 Dane Covert, renter 

 No occupation listed 

 

1935 Clarence and Jennie Covert, owners (address listed as 1318 Windsor Road) 

 Covert Auto Co. 

 

 Clarence Covert, Jr., renter 

 Student 

 

 George H. Covert, renter 

 No occupation listed 

 

 Dane M. Covert, renter 

 Salesman, Covert Auto Co. 

 

1939 Clarence and Jennie Covert, owners 

 Covert Auto Co. (321-23 W. 6th Street) 

 

 Clarence Covert, Jr., renter 

 Salesman, Covert Auto Co. 

 

 George H. Covert, renter 

 Student, UT 

 

1941 Mrs. Jennie Covert, owner (wid. Clarence) 

 No occupation lsited 

 

 Clarence Covert, Jr., renter 

 Student 

 

 George H. Covert, renter 

 Student, UT 

 

1944 Mrs. Mildred DeVere, owner (wid. A. C.) 

 No occupation listed 

 

 Janet L. DeVere, renter 

 Clerk, no employer listed 

 

 Nadion Harrington + 2 children, renter (wid. Herbert G.) 

 Housekeeper 
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1947 Everett G. and Ora N. Kingsbery, owners 

 Hotel operator (1205 Capitol National Bank Building) 

 

 John R. Kingsbery, renter 

 Student, UT 

 

 Marian C. Kingsbery, renter 

 Student 

 

1949 Everett G. and Nell Kingsbery, owners 

 Oakley & Kingsbery 

 

 Marian C. Kingsbery, renter 

 No occupation listed 

 

1952 Ralph and Nila Oakley, owners 

 Oakley & Kingsbery Insurance (915½ Congress Avenue) 

 

1955 Ralph and Nila Oakley, owners 

 Oakley Real Estate (1014 Brazos Street) 

 
1959 Ralph A. and Nila Oakley, owners 

 Both Oakleys worked at Oakley Real Estate Investment (1014 Brazos Street) 

 

1968 Ralph S. and Nila Oakley, owners 

 Ralph Oakley Real Estate 

 

1973 Ralph S. and Nila Oakley, owners 

 Ralph Oakley Real Estate 

 

1977 Ralph S. and Nila Oakley, owners 

 Retired 

 

1981 Ralph S. and Nila Oakley, owners 

 Retired 

 

1986 Max Michaelis, owner 

 Rancher 

 

1992 Ben F. and Melanie H. Barnes, owners 

 Consultant (Ben); attorney, Griggs & Harnson (Melanie) 
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Background Research 
 

 
 

“Austin Buick Dealer Returns…,” 
The Austin American, 10/23/1927. 
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“Heads of Covert Automobile Co.,” The Austin American, 3/26/1939. 

 

 
“Covert’s Funeral Is Arranged,” The Austin Statesman, 8/23/1940. 
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Building Permits 

 
Water tap permit issued to JD. R. Woodward, 6/22/1925. This permit is likely for another house, as 

the subject property was addressed as 1318 Windsor at this time. 
 

 
Water tap permit issued to G. P. Horton, 8/11/1930. This permit is likely for another house, as the 

subject property was addressed as 1318 Windsor at this time. 
 

Recent building permits have been approved for the following changes: 
 Enclosure of detached garage to create a guest house (1994) 
 Basement, first-floor, and second-floor additions (1996) 
 Enclosure of carport (porte-cochere) (2013) 


