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October 23, 2019 

 
 
Submitted Via Email (Steve.Sadowsky@austintexas.gov) 
Austin Historic Landmark Commission 
c/o Steve Sadowsky, Historic Preservation Office 
One Texas Center, 505 Barton Springs Road, 5th Floor 
Austin, Texas 78767 
 

RE: Objection to designation of 1705 Haskell Street, Austin, Texas 78702 (the 
“Property”) as a historic landmark 

 
To the Austin Historic Landmark Commission (“AHLC”): 
 
 My name is Brian Potter and I am the court-appointed receiver for the above-referenced 
Property.  I am submitting this objection for the record in anticipation of the public hearing on a 
demolition permit applicable to the Property and decision whether to recommend designation of 
the Property as a historic landmark, which is currently set for October 28, 2019. 
 

On April 15, 2019, I was appointed as receiver for the Property by Judge Guy Herman of 
the Travis County Probate Court.  A copy of that order is attached hereto as Exhibit A.   On October 
11, 2019, the Court entered another order providing additional clarification as to my powers as 
receiver for the Property.  A copy of that order is attached hereto as Exhibit B.  As to the matters 
currently pending before the AHLC, the two orders read in relevant part as follows: 

 
That Brian Potter of Bangle & Potter, PLLC….be appointed Receiver to sell 
the Property at a public or private sale, for cash and subject to confirmation 
by this Court upon sworn report of such sale. 
 
The Receiver shall have the exclusive right to retain a real estate agent to sell 
the Property. 
 
[The] Receiver has the power to close the sale of the Property by signing the 
closing documents on behalf of Plaintiff and Defendants, which include the 
heirs of Concepcion M. Rendon. 
 
[The Receiver] has the right and power to represent the ownership interest of 
all owners of the property located at 1705 Haskell Street, Austin, Texas 78702 
(the “Property”) and as the representative of the owners’ interest he has the 
right and power to oppose any effort to designate the Property as a historical 
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landmark (whether before the Historical Landmark Commission, the Austin 
Planning Commission or the Austin City Council) if he deems that opposition 
to a potential designation is necessary to ensure that the value of the Property 
is maximized in any sale or is necessary to sell the Property on terms that will 
facilitate a sale within a reasonable time frame. 

 
As set forth above, I am under Court order to sell the Property, to maximize its value and 

facilitate a sale within a reasonable time.  Upon being sold, the funds are to be placed in the registry 
of the court, after which the Court will determine how they are to be disbursed amongst the heirs.   
 

To that end and in furtherance of the Court’s order, on or about June 6, 2019, I executed a 
contract for the sale of the Property, and an application for a demolition permit has since been 
submitted to the City by the anticipated purchaser.  As it bears on this matter, know that every firm 
offer I received for the purchase of the Property was in anticipation of being able to build a new 
structure on the lot.   
 

In my opinion, were the Property to be designated as “historic,” it would likely render it 
impossible for me to effectuate to court’s order to maximize the value of the Property for cash and 
to facilitate a sale within a reasonable time frame.   

 
While I respect the fact that there are different opinions on this matter and that the former 

owner of the Property was a citizen of note, in furtherance of my mandate from the Court I must 
respectfully object to any attempt to designate the Property as a historic landmark. 
 

In closing, know that I will be in attendance at the meeting scheduled on this matter and 
plan on making myself available for questions. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
       Sincerely, 
 
        /s/ Brian C. Potter /s/ 
 
       Brian C. Potter 
 
Enclosures 
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