
 D.5 - 1 

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 18, 2019 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0591 

4600 RIDGE OAK DRIVE 

 

PROPOSAL  

Demolish a ca. 1966 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan building; side-gabled roof; brick veneer and vertical wood siding; 

aluminum-sash windows; double entry doors. 

 

RESEARCH 

4600 Ridge Oak Drive was built by Clarence T. Schneider and occupied by Keith and Tegwen 

Morrison from shortly after its construction until at least 1986. Keith Everett Morrison was 

born in 1910 in Hoisington, Kansas. He attended Bethany College, Kansas University, the 

University of Wyoming, and Yale University. His career began in agricultural economy and 

sheep ranching in Wyoming, then led to Texas in the late 1940s. From 1948 until 1980, 

Morrison worked as a professor of law at the University of Texas, where he specialized in tax 

law, with additional interests in electronic information retrieval and academic freedom. 

Keith Morrison died in 1998 in Austin. 

 

Little information could be found about Tegwen Jones Morrison during research. She married 

Keith Morrison in 1945, and the couple had two children. Tegwen Morrison died in 1991 in 

Austin. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 

1) The building is more than 50 years old. 

2) The building appears to retain a moderate degree of integrity. The attached carport 

has been infilled, and building permits indicate that windows have been replaced. 

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City 

of Austin Land Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property does not appear 

to demonstrate significance according to any criteria. 

a. Architecture. The house is designed in the Ranch style and does not appear to 

be architecturally significant.  

b. Historical association. The house was occupied by Keith and Tegwen Morrison 

for at least twenty years, from around 1966 until at least 1986. There do not 

appear to be significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield 

significant data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 
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e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

The property does not appear to be eligible for designation as a historic landmark. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of the existing building, then relocation over 

demolition; but release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin 

Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch 

plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Primary (south) façade of 4600 Ridge Oak Drive. 

 
West elevation showing infilled carport (at right). 
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Occupancy History 

Completed by Historic Preservation Office staff, November 2019 

 

1965 Address no listed 

 

1968 Keith E. and Tegwen Morrison, owners 

 Professor, University of Texas 

 

1973 Keith E. and Tegwen Morrison, owners 

 Professor, University of Texas 

 

1977 Keith E. and Tegwen Morrison, owners 

 Professor, University of Texas 

 

1981 Keith E. and Tegwen Morrison, owners 

 Professor, University of Texas 

 

1986 Keith E. and Tegwen Morrison, owners 

 Retired 

 

1992 William and Eleanor Gaston, owners 

 Investor 
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Background Research 

 
Keith Morrison obituary, Austin American-Statesman, 2/12/1998. 
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Guide to the Keith E. Morrison Papers, Tarlton Law Library, Texas Law School. 

 

 

Building Permits and Maps 

 
Building permit for wood-frame residence with attached carport issued to C. T. Schneider, 8/9/1966. 
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Sewer tap permit issued to C. T. Schneider, 8/9/1966. 

 

 
Water tap permit issued to C. T. Schneider, 8/9/1966. 

 

 

Permit records indicate that a porch, deck, bathroom, and dining room were added in 1990. 


