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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 18, 2019 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0534 
3303 SOUTHILL CIRCLE 

PROPOSAL 
Demolish a ca. 1963 house. 
ARCHITECTURE 
Split-level brick veneer house with symmetrical configuration, side-gabled roof, a full-width 
columned porch, and front-facing garage. Decorative bars cover the street-facing windows, 
and the first-floor windows sit at ground level. A decorative pediment adorns the front door. 
A rear addition and deck have been added. 
RESEARCH 
3303 Southill Circle was built in 1963 by the Carret Corporation. Its first known owner-
occupants were John Coyle White and his wife Mary. White’s long career in Texas politics 
spanned the latter half of the twentieth century. During this time, he served as Texas 
Commissioner of Agriculture (and retains the status of longest-serving Commissioner), U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, and chairman of Democratic National Committee.  
At the time of his election to office in 1950, White was the youngest candidate ever elected to 
statewide office and the youngest Commissioner of Agriculture in the United States. That 
year, Life magazine named him one of the top ten “outstanding young men” in the nation 
because of this, and the state Democratic chairman dubbed him a “giant-killer.” White’s 
humble roots as the son of a North Texas sharecropper during the Great Depression fueled 
his passion for advocating for Texas farmers through legislation. He was elected to the 
position 12 more times throughout his career, resigning only to accept a position as the U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of Agriculture in 1977. 
White was a conservationist and supporter of the Civil Rights movement, integrating the 
Texas Department of Agriculture for the first time in the 1960s. During White’s ownership 
of the house, he served President John F. Kennedy as an adviser on international agricultural 
issues. White also became a delegate to the Democratic National Convention, later chairing 
the Democratic National Committee under President Carter (1978-1981).  
After Mary J. White sold the home in 1970, it was purchased by the Balagia family. S. Jack 
Balagia was a World War II veteran, and, after leaving the family produce business, became 
one of Austin’s leading insurance salesmen and real estate brokers. Balagia served as 
president of many charitable organizations, vice-president of the Austin Club and Austin 
Country Club, and vice-chairman of the Austin Urban Renewal Agency. In the late 1960s and 
early 1970s, he served on the Texas Judicial Qualifications Commission and the Texas Film 
Commission.  
Sophia Koury Balagia was as active as her husband, serving on the boards of the Austin 
Public Library and the Austin Mental Health Association and helping to establish the KLRU 
annual fundraising auction. The Balagia family were devoted leaders in the Catholic Church, 
and actively supported the University of Texas. In 2003, the S. Jack and Sophia K. Balagia 
Presidential Scholarship was established in their honor.  
STAFF COMMENTS 
The applicant has indicated that the porch posts were changed after the Balagia family 
purchased the property. No permits for this alteration are available. 
 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
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2) The building appears to retain high to moderate integrity. If the existing porch posts were 

changed less than 50 years ago, it may render the building ineligible under this criterion. 
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (Land Development Code §25-
2-352). 3303 Southill Circle may meet two criteria for designation. 

a) Architecture. The house displays Colonial Revival influences, predominant in this era 
of residential building in Austin, with a split-level plan. The split-level, while common 
in other parts of the country, is a rare midcentury form in Austin. 

b) Historical association. The house is associated with State Agricultural Commissioner 
John Coyle White. 

c) Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data 
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d) Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or 
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group. 

e) Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Consider initiation of historic zoning based on architecture and historical association with 
John Coyle White. Should the Commission choose to release the demolition permit, encourage 
rehabilitation and adaptive re-use or relocation, and require completion of a City of Austin 
Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch 
plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 

 

 

 
Street View, 2015-18 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
November, 2019 
1992 Jack and Sophia K. Balagia, owners 

President, The Balagia Agency, Inc. 

1985-86 Jack and Sophia K. Balagia, owners 
Employee, The Balagia Agency, Inc. 

1981 Jack and Sophia K. Balagia, owners 
Employee, The Balagia Agency, Inc. 

1977 Jack and Sophia K. Balagia, owners 
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The Balagia Agency, Inc. 

1973 S. Jack and Sophia K. Balagia, owners 
The Balagia Agency, Inc. 

1968 John C. and Mary J. White, owners 
Commissioner, State Department of Agriculture 

1965 John C. and Mary J. White, owners 
Commissioner, State Department of Agriculture 

1962 Address not listed 
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Biographical Information 
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Handbook of Texas Online , John R. White, "WHITE, JOHN COYLE ," accessed November 07, 2019, 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fwh63. 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fwh63
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Obituary for John C. White. The New York Times; January 21, 1995.  
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John C. White Endowed Scholarship, Texas Tech University. 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/agriculturalsciences/Students/scholarships/college/White.php 
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The Austin Statesman; Aug 29, 1950 
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The Austin Statesman; Sep 12, 1950  
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The Austin American; Nov 8, 1953. 
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The Austin Statesman; Sep 23, 1964 
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The Austin Statesman; Jun 21, 1967 The Austin Statesman; Nov 14, 1967 
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The Austin Statesman; Nov 24, 1969    The Austin Statesman; Dec 7, 1969 
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The Austin Statesman; Dec 23, 1969   The Austin Statesman; May 12, 1970 
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The Austin Statesman; Jan 22, 1972 
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The Austin Statesman; Jun 10, 1972 
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The Austin Statesman; Jun 17, 1972  The Austin American Statesman; Jun 20, 1975 
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The Austin American-Statesman; Mar 10, 1977 
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The Austin American-Statesman; May 15, 1977 
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JACK BALAGIA was born in Austin, Texas on April 28, 1914 to George 
Balagia and Louise Mike Balagia. He grew up in Austin where he 
attended Austin public schools and St. Edwards. At a young age, he 
began working in his family's produce business, the Balagia Produce 
Company, on East Fifth Street in Austin, working with his uncles Charles 
Balagia and Tofie Balagia, who founded the company. During his time 
there, Balagia Produce was one of the largest suppliers of meat and 
produce in the State of Texas and was the best-known market of its kind 
in Austin.  

In 1941, Jack applied for service in the United States Army Air 
Force and was accepted into cadet training school. During his service in 
World War II as a bombardier and navigator, he flew B-24s in Ecuador 
and conducted submarine patrol for a year. He then was stationed in the 
India theatre flying B-29's and transporting fuel from India to Chinese 
airfields in preparation for bombing missions to Japan, Manchuria, 
Burma and China. He flew three trips "over the Hump" through the 
Himalayas. He served two tours of duty in the Air force, flew 38 missions and was awarded many medals 
including the Air Medal with Oak Leaf Clusters, the Asia Pacific Medal with Two Clusters and the India Burma 
Medal with Two Clusters. He received a Presidential Citation with two Oak Leaf Clusters and was honorably 
discharged from the Air force in 1946 as a Captain. He returned to Austin and continued to work in the 
produce business.  

In 1950, on a trip to New York, an Air Force colleague introduced him to Sophia Elizabeth Koury from 
Quincy, Massachusetts. A year later, they were married and moved to Austin where they raised their four 
children. In 1955, Jack began work in the insurance business and eventually founded the Balagia Insurance 
Agency. A successful insurance executive, he was a member of the Austin Life Underwriters' Association, the 
Austin Association of Insurance Agents and the Million Dollar Roundtable.  

During his more than 90 years in Austin, Jack has been active in many civic, charitable, religious and 
educational organizations. He has been a member of the Austin Sheriff's Posse, the Austin Symphony Society 
board, the Knights of the Symphony, the Knights of Columbus (a fourth degree knight), and the KLRU 
fundraising auction. He has served as President of the University Optimist Club, President of the Darrell Royal 
Workshop (supporting muscular dystrophy research), President of the Texas Children's Mental Health 
Association, and President and Chairman of the Capital Area United Cerebral Palsy Association. He has 
served on the board and held other officer positions with the Downtown Optimist Club (board member), the 
Broadway League of Austin Club (vice-president), the Texas Statue of Liberty Commission (vice-chairman), 
the Austin Club (vice-president), the Austin Country Club (vice-president), the Austin Assembly and the Austin 
Urban Renewal Agency (vice-chairman). He has been a member of the Austin Chamber of Commerce and 
the Headliners Club.  

He was a devoted and active member of (and served in numerous capacities at) St. Austin's Catholic 
Church for many years. He also served on the Board of St. Michael's Academy in Austin. In 1985, Pope John 
Paul II inducted him into the Knights of Malta, one of the highest lay honors of the Catholic Church.  

He has also been a lifetime supporter of the University of Texas, where all four of his children were 
educated, and in 2003, the University established the S. Jack and Sophia K. Balagia endowed Presidential 
Scholarship in Law in his and his wife's honor. He attended most UT home football games, and has been a 
fixture at UT baseball games in his regular seats behind home plate at Disch-Falk Field, and at Clark Field 
before then. He served UT in many capacities, as a member of the UT Chancellors' Council and the UT 
Longhorn Foundation and the UT Longhorn Foundation Advisory Board. He was a charter member of the UT 
Club of Austin.  

He has been an active participant in many state and local political campaigns for a number of 
candidates, most of whom were personal friends. In 1969, Governor John Connally appointed him to the 
Texas Judicial Qualifications Commission and in 1971, Governor Preston Smith appointed him to the Texas 
Film Commission. He had a cameo role in Peter Fonda's film, Outlaw Blues, which was filmed in Austin.  
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Jack is survived by his wife, Sophia Koury Balagia and their four children, Jack Balagia, Jr. and his 

wife, Mary, James K. Balagia and his wife, Linda, G. Terry Balagia and his wife, Heather and Susan Marie 
Balagia. He is also survived by 12 Balagia grandchildren: Elaine, Terrence, Ben, Callie, Sarah, Michael, 
Rebecca, Amanda, Adam, James, Bo and Lily. He also leaves behind three brothers, George Kaleel, Lewis 
Kaleel, Mike Kaleel and his sister, Gloria Kaleel Dick. He is preceded in death by his parents, his sisters, 
Josephine Beard and Vicki Peacock, his brother, William Kaleel and his cousin, Eileen Jacob Cook. There will 
be a visitation on Thursday, January 24, 2008 from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at Cook-Walden Funeral Home, 
6100 North Lamar Blvd., Austin. Private interment will take place on Friday, January 25, 2008 at Mt. Calvary 
Cemetery. A Memorial Mass will be held at 2:00 p.m. Friday at St. Mary's Cathedral, 203 East 10th Street, 
Austin, with Reverend George Joseph, celebrant. In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to the S. Jack 
and Sophia K. Balagia endowed Presidential Scholarship in Law at the UT School of Law, 727 E. Dean Keeton 
Ave., Austin, Texas 78705, or to a charity of your choice. Arrangements by Cook-Walden Funeral Home, 
6100 North Lamar Blvd., Austin, Texas 78752. 

Obituary published in Austin American-Statesman on Jan. 24, 2008, via 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/33276730/saba-jack-balagia 

Sophia Elizabeth Koury Balagia was born in Frackville, Pennsylvania on April 14, 
1924, and died on Mother's Day, May 12, 2019. Sophia was the oldest child of Agnes 
Zammer and Nicholas Carl Koury, and had three siblings, Linda Koury Hajjar, Carl 
Koury and Dan Koury. In 1933, her parents moved the family to Quincy, 
Massachusetts, where her father found work during the Great Depression as a 
riveter in the Boston shipyards, and where Sophia attended Fisher College. Her first 
job was as the assistant to G. Prescott Low, the publisher and owner of the Quincy 
Patriot Ledger daily newspaper. 

In 1950, Sophia was introduced to Jack Balagia of Austin, Texas by one of 
Jack's World War II Army Air Force colleagues, Thurman Sallade. After a brief long-distance courtship, they 
married in February, 1951 and she courageously moved to Austin, at that time thousands of miles, 
geographically and culturally, from her friends and family. Although Sophia never shed her New England 
roots, nor her devotion to her parents and siblings, she embraced her adopted Austin soon after her arrival. 

Sophia and Jack raised four children in their home on Waller Creek across from Robert E. Lee 
Elementary School. She actively participated in her children's education, often staying up late to type term 
papers and book reports, and always encouraging their achievement. She participated in their 
extracurricular activities as a den mother in the Cub Scouts and the Campfire Girls, and on the Board of the 
Austin Council of Parent Teacher Associations. Because all of her children attended the University of Texas, 
her and Jack's home often served as the venue for get-togethers of classmates and friends, many of whom 
have continued to keep in touch with her over the years. 

Sophia also set an example in fulfilling civic responsibility, serving on the Board of Trustees of the 
Austin Public Library and helping to establish the city's new library building on Guadalupe Street. She was a 
founding member of the KLRU fundraising auction, served on the St. Michael's Development Board and on 
the Board of the Austin Mental Health Association. She was active in St. Austin's Church, Caritas and co-
wrote a catechism for her fifth grade CCD class with her friend and colleague Jan Hearne. She was active in 
a number of local, state and national political campaigns, especially on behalf of her friend Congressman 
Jake Pickle and President Lyndon Johnson. She had an insatiable appetite for reading and learning and after 
her children had grown, she went back to school at UT for a number of years. She and Jack were founding 
members of the UT Club and members of the Longhorn Foundation, the UT Chancellors Council, the Friends 
of the LBJ Library and the Headliners Club. 

After Jack died in 2008 at age 93, Sophia's active life continued to be focused on her home and 
family, her reading and audio books, opera, Turner Classic Movies, cooking for her family, and bridge games 
with her friends. She was extremely proud of her children and grandchildren and great grandchildren. She 
always looked forward to their visits. She insisted on living at home independently, with her daughter Suzy 
and son Jimmy always nearby to help out. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/33276730/saba-jack-balagia
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She is survived by her children, son Jack, Jr. and his wife Mary, son Jimmy and his wife Linda, son 

Terry, her best friend and devoted daughter Suzy, as well as twelve grandchildren and four great 
grandchildren, her "adopted" daughter Laurie Brown and her Watson grandchildren, and many nephews 
and nieces. She is preceded in death by her parents, her siblings, her husband and her infant daughter Linda 
Dorice. She leaves behind a legacy of family, friendship, faith, education and civic duty. The family is grateful 
to Dr. David Joseph for his devotion to Sophia as her and Jack's personal physician for many years. 

A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, May 16, at St. Austin's Catholic Church in 
Austin, with parking at 500 West Martin Luther King Blvd., a reception will follow at the Headliners Club. In 
lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the S. Jack and Sophia K. Balagia Endowed Presidential 
Scholarship in Law at the UT School of Law, 727 E. Dean Keeton Ave., Austin, Texas 78705, to the LBJ Library 
Foundation at www.lbjlibrary.org/foundation/support/ or to a charity of your choice. 

Obituary published in Houston Chronicle on May 14, 2019 via 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/199115529/sophia-elizabeth-balagia 

 
The Austin American; Mar 18, 1951. 
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The Austin American-Statesman; Nov 14, 1962       

 
The Austin Statesman; Jul 24, 1962 
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The Austin Statesman; Jan 22, 1969 



 D. 2- 27 

 
The Austin American Statesman; Aug 16, 1978 

Building Permits 

 
Building permit, 1-15-63 
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Water tap permit, 1-15-63 

 

 
Sewer tap permit, 1-16-63 


