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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 16, 2019 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2019-0633 
4000 BALCONES DRIVE 

PROPOSAL 
Demolish a ca. 1953 house along with a ca. 1972 guest house and accessory building. 
ARCHITECTURE 
One-story Ranch house with masonry veneer; picture windows and multi-light casement 
windows at main and secondary facades; a side-gabled, standing-seam metal roof with deep 
eaves; and sliding glass doors.  
RESEARCH 
The property was owned primarily by the Davol family, who first constructed the main house 
in 1953. Frank H. Davol was a Brooklyn native who worked as a mechanical engineer; he 
passed away in 1966. His wife, Hayes Thompson Davol Knox, was an active member of the 
board of directors of the Heritage Society of Austin and the Texas Historical Foundaton, as 
well as a member of other culture, heritage, and horticultural organizations. After the death 
of her first husband, she married Jay Knox, a war veteran and retired banker.  
Mr. and Mrs. Knox passed away within a year of each other in 1976 and 1977. Hayes Davol 
Knox’s son and his wife, John and Dorothy Davol, then moved into the home at 4000 
Balcones; they had previously lived next door at 4002 Balcones. John Davol was an 
accountant and served as a vice-president and treasurer of the Calcasieu Lumber Company.     
STAFF COMMENTS 
The auxiliary dwelling and shed were constructed ca. 1972-73, and thus are not eligible for 
landmark designation evaluation. The house does not appear in any City survey. 
 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high to moderate integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (Land 
Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property may demonstrate significance according 
to one criterion: 

a) Architecture. The house is constructed in the Ranch style with mid-century modern 
stylistic influences. 

b) Historical association. The house does not appear to meet the criterion for significant 
historical association.  

c) Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data 
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d) Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or 
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group. 

e) Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a 
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 

 

 

 
Main house. Applicant photos. 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center, December 2019 
1992 John and Dorothy Davol, owners 

Retired 
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1985-86 John and Dorothy Davol, owners 

Retired 

1981 John and Dorothy Davol, owners 

1977 No return 
Note: John and Dorothy Davol, vice-president of Austin Industries, Inc., are listed at 4002 
Balcones Drive. 

1973 Jay and Hayes D. Knox, owners 
Retired 

4002: John and Dorothy Davol, owners. Vice-president of Calcasieu Lumber. 

1968 Mrs. Hayes Davol, owner (wid. Frank. H) 

4002: John and Dorothy Davol, owners 

1963 Frank H. and Hayes T. Davol, owners 

4002: John and Dorothy Davol, owners 

1958 4000: Frank H. and Hayes Davol, owners 

4002: John and Dorothy Davol, owners 
Controller, Calcasieu Lumber 

1955 4000: Frank H. and Hayes Davol, owners 

Clarabelle Rumsey, renter 
Maid  

4002: John and Dorothy Davol, owners 
Comptroller, Calcasieu Lumber 

1952 Balcones Dr. not listed 

Biographical Information 

 
The Austin American Statesman; May 9, 1977 
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The Austin American Statesman; Aug 4, 1976    The Austin Statesman; Feb 16, 1966 

 
The Austin Statesman; Oct 29, 1972    The Austin Statesman; Oct 12, 1969 
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The Austin American; Jan 24, 1965    The Austin American; Apr 10, 1960 
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The Austin American; Apr 6, 1952 
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Building Permits 
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