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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
JANUARY 27, 2020
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2019-0714
3304 E 17™ STREET
PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1965 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story Ranch clad in stone veneer. The house has a side-gabled roof with deep eaves, a
covered carport, and half-height aluminum casement windows at the main elevation.

RESEARCH

The house was built in 1965 for Theodore and Pauline Thompson. Theo “Booster” Thompson
worked as a sexton at St. David’s Episcopal Church, and was also a gospel musician for two
successful quartets. He sang as a tenor with the Royal Lights Singers, who performed at the
first Kerrville Folk Festival alongside headliners from 1972 to 1977, and the Bells of Joy,
made famous by radio personality and musician Lavada Durst in the 1940s and ‘50s. The
Royal Lights produced two albums with Sonobeat Records before creating their own label,
Royal, based in the house next door to Thompson’s. Thompson held multiple offices in the
Quartet Association and served as a deacon at Del Valle Missionary Baptist Church, where
his wife Pauline also served as deaconess.

STAFF COMMENTS

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (Land
Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property may demonstrate significance according
to one criterion:

a) Architecture. The house is constructed with Ranch and Mid-Century Modern stylistic
influences.

b) Historical association. The house does not appear to meet the criterion for significant
historical association; however, the Commission may wish to consider Thompson’s
contributions to the Austin gospel music community when evaluating significance.

¢) Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d) Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e) Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for
archiving at the Austin History Center.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION
Photos
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Sources- Reator. com, 2] 9; Historic Preservation Ofﬁ'c, 2020



Occupancy History
City Directory Research, Austin History Center, December 2019

1992

1985-86

1981

1977

1973

1968

1965

Theodore and Pauline Thompson, owners
Building superintendent, St. David’s Episcopal Church

Theodore and Pauline Thompson, owners
Building superintendent, St. David’s Episcopal Church

Theodore and Pauline Thompson, owners
Sexton, St. David’s Episcopal Church

Theodore and Pauline Thompson, owners
Sexton, St. David’s Episcopal Church

Theodore and Pauline Thompson, owners
Sexton, St. David’s Episcopal Church

Theodore and Pauline Thompson, owners
Sexton, St. David’s Episcopal Church

Address not listed

Biographical Information

Obituary for Pauline Thompson

Pauline Harvey was bom on May 20, 1932 to Paul and Elizabeth (Fleming) Harvey in Austin,
Texas. She confessed a hope in Christ at a young age and was a life -long member of the Del
Valle Missionary Baptist Church. There she served as deaconess , usher, and was a member of
the women’s mission group. Pauline attended Austin and Del Valle public schools. She also
attended evening classes at a business college, where math was her favorite subject.

On February 15, 1951, Pauline married Theo Thompson (deceased). Their union was blessed
with five daughters. They were married for 65 plus years and always celebrated

anniversaries, holidays, and birthdays together as a family.

She was a faithful wife and a loving mother, taking care of her children while managing the home
in which they lived. Pauline loved God, serving in the church , and helping others. She was a
faithful member until her health declined. She taught her daughters about faith in God, to cook,
sew, and to be respectful and fashionable women. Some of her favorite pastimes were
gardening, sewing, fishing, cooking, reading, traveling, visiting relatives, and family friends. She
loved gospel music, country music, watching sports , and western movies. Pauline was active in
her community and a mother figure to many of the young people in her neighborhood. To this
day, she is mom to many of her daughter’s friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents Paul and Elizabeth, and her husband Theo.

She leaves to cherish her memory five daughters, Carolyn T. Arnold, Janet T. Fontenette,
Deborah T. Chambers, Elaine Thompson, and Jhaki T. Sterling (Ricky), all of Austin. Sisters

Eva Louise Hill of San Antonio, Texas and Bobbie Jean Hutchinson of Mountain View, California,
6 grandchildren, 11 great -grandchildren, 1 great -great grandchild and a host of

nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.

Obituary for Pauline Thompson, 6-10-2018.

Source’ https://[www.alcbf.com/obituaries/Pauline-Thompson-7/4#!/Obituary
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Obituary for Theo (Booster) Thompson

Theo was bom on July 5, 1932 to Isreal and Willie Lee Thompson in Del Valle, Texas. Theo
professed a hope in Christ and was baptized at a young age. He was a lifelong member of Del
Valle Missionary Baptist Church where he served as a deacon until God called him home. He
atiended Garfield and Del Valle public schools.

Theo was a family man always working hard to make sure he provided for his family. He was a
generous and caring main, helping those in need, instilling in his children to remember those less
fortunate and to live Godly lives.

He loved God and loved singing His praises. Theo was preparing to sing praises to God when
God chose to call him to his heavenly choir. He was a praying man, a loving husband, father,
grandfather, great-grandfather, brother, uncle and friend to many. Family was very important to
him and always came together for birthdays, anniversaries and holidays.

Theo had many hobbies. you could find him sitting in his recliner watching baseball and football
on any given day. He loved fishing, cooking, gardening, tinkering around the house and spending
time with his family. One of his greatest joys was singing songs of praise at Sunday Gospel
Brunches held at Threadgill's and Stubbs Barbecue. He was well respected throughout his
neighborhood and his presence will be greatly missed. He began singing in church at a young
age and continued his passion as a member of The Royal Lights (early 60's — 2001) and The
Bells of Joy (2001-2016). He served as a past president and was currently serving as treasurer
for The Quartet Association. His praises to the Lord through song will forever ring in our hearts.
Theo's employment includes working for the State and Paramount Theaires, Saint David's
Episcopal Church and for the Horton and Frasher families where he worked for many years.

On February 15, 1951 Theo married Pauline Harvey and to this union they were blessed with
five daughters.

He leaves to cherish his memory his loving wife of 65+ years, Pauline Thompson. His children,
Carolyn Thompson-Arnold, Janet Fontenette, Deborah Chambers, Elaine Thompson, and Jhaki
Sterling (Ricky), all of Austin. Sisters Margaret, Helen, Mildred (Emest), brothers Albert, Bill
(Leona) and Harold (Carlotta), 6 grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren and a host of relatives
and friends. He is preceded in death by his parents, Isreal and Willie Lee, brothers, Michael,
Lorenzo. Isreal, Lee Edward, L. J., Nathan, Leroy and sister Bobbie Nell.

God blessed Theo with a well lived Iife, the days of his years were better than Three Score and

Ten.
Obituary for Theo Thompson, 10-6-2016. Source: https://www.alcbf.com/obituaries/Theo-

Thompson/#!/Obituary
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Kerrville Festival Performers

To Provide

contempnrary folk and gospel

Bluegrass  Hamlders  (rom
LoPorte, The Threadsills family
singers, Ewing Street  Times
and the Itoyal Light Singers, all
appearing al the festival May
2+28 during the Texas State
Arts and Cralts Fulr.

Previously  announced  hy
festival producer Rod Heonedy
o5 ajpearing at the festival this
vear are B, W. Slevenson,
Carolyn liester, Dick Barreit,
Townes Van Zant, Michael
Murphey, HNoberl Shaw, Allen
Damron, Jerry Jelf Walker, Bl
and Bonnle Jlearne, DPefer
Yarrow, HKenneth Threadgill,
Mance Llpscomb and Slave
Frumhale.

The Bluegrass Ramblers,
lead by Johnny Martn, have
ployed  traditlonal Dluegrass
music &% a grodp for 10 years
with their live members playving
fiddle, banps, mandulin, puitar
and bass, They are oo theee
olker musde festivals this vear
including  the Mikino  Festival
(Apraly, Thomipson's Festival at
Kilzere qJulyy and  Gerant’s
lluge, Oxlahoma, Festival
(Augusty and have a good

folluwing  throvghout Texas.
Loulsiana, Arkansas and
Missguri.

The Threadgills, a family of
nine children ranging in age
from six lo X, and backed by

{opening the first concert of the
1971 Kerrville Folk Festival at
|R:30 pm. on the night of
| Thursday, May 3, al Eerrville
Municipal  Auditorium. They
will be performing afl original
music composed by mombers of
thelr family.

The Threadgills, tozether for

musie, The performers are the

Contrasting Styles

KERRVILLE — Among Ueifour years professionally, havej dozens of Texas churches. Th
conlrasting groups on the 1973 berformed for as many as 5,008( fols festival will be on= of thel:
HKerrville Folk Fesilval are four{roden fons and have made| rre persanal appearances af 1
representing  bluegrass, hersonal

appearances  for| secular evenl.
fnrmer Governor Preston)  Complele festival informatios
Smith, U5, Senator John G regarding  concert  schedules
Tower and stars  like Josel daytime [ree cvenis al Ik
Greco, Anilz Dryant, Rob Hope| Texas Siale Aris sand Cralt
and Carlos Monloya. Falr, Uckel prices am
Ewing Street Timesiaccommodations inth
Briginaled in Chicapo five years| Kerrville area may be oliaine
az0 and spenl Iwo years In! by visiting ke festival tcke
Florida amd twa wears int office. 5813 X. Lamar in Austis
Kansas  City  before  making! Sears ar the University Uo-Of
Texos iis home base. Lead
guitarist Michael Mashkes, who
describes himsell ax a8 Jewish
towboy, began his career as a
child singer, and plays pedal
sleel puilor as well as bass.
[rallasite John Yandiver,
gullnrist-singerwiiler, was =&
wellknown single on  the
midwest [olk circuit  before
fpining the foursome. Bassisi
“Shake" Russell af
[ndependence, Mao., Is a prolific
song wriler and moitarist who
hos @ hauntingly Ia‘nul.tl'lﬂ[
volce, Drummer ully Ihu:hrr,!
most recend  odidition 1o e
group s from lowa and has al
baekpround b clistical,
experimental aml rock musie. |
The Hoyal Light Sinpers, a
black gospel proup of seven,’
woerr (ounded 20 sears ago mi
Austin - :mud  features 'lJ-'iI!:fl
Franklin (soprang  and  lead)
zuitar) backed Ly femors 'ﬂwnF
Thompsan, Perkins .\lrx:nd-er,'i
Nobert Chambers, and Geurpe|
Whitfield, bass player amd|
baritane singer 5¥h¢il¢r|

additional musleians, will hef Thompson and drummer Loyd

Gumms. ‘They have three
recordings on Lhe Sona Heat
label and have performed al

The Austin Statesman; Apr 30, 1973
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sty . (Chas. Scheiner Bank
GAM—10PM N\ 7 KERRVILLE, TEXAS
257-3337 'WE KNOW AND SERVE
THE HILL COUNTRY BEST....
6 o
S

RESTAURANT WE SHOULD BECAUSE WE'VE
710 JUNCTION HIGHWAY KERRVILLE BEEN HERE SINCE 1863

1973 KERRVILLE FOLK FESTIVAL EVENING CONCERTS

| “8:30 P.M. 8:30 P.M. '6.(10 P.M. EARLY CONCERT|  8:30 P.M.
‘THURSDAY, MAY 24| FRIDAY, MAY 25 |10:00 P.M. LATE CONCERT SUNDAY, MAY 27
| SATURDAY, MAY 26

. THE THREADGILLS TIMBERLINE ROSE BILL & BONNIE HEARNE | TOWNES VAN ZANDT

| STEVE FROMHOLZ | SUNNY SCHULMAN JERRY JEFF WALKER BIG BILL MOSS
EWING STREET TIMES | KENNETH THREADGILL ALLEN DAMRON DICK BARRETT
BOBBY BRIDGER  |BLUEGRASS RAMBLERS ROBERT SHAW ROYAL LIGHT SINGERS
WILLIE NELSON PETER YARROW MICHAEL MURPHEY CAROLYN HESTER
| B. W. STEVENSON

* Opening night of the festival is co-sponsored by KERV Radio and Ll'he Kerrville Daily Times and dedicated to the people of Kerrville.

The Festival's evening concerts are being recorded by PSG HECd)RDING STUDIOS of Austin for a Festival LP Album . . . no pri-
vate recording of any kind is authorized please.

As a courtesy to those seated near you, we ask you to refrain from smoking during the concert. NO FLASH PHOTOS, PLEASE.
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Providing the link between the Kerrville Folk Festival's performers and their audience—SHURE SOUNDS SYSTEMS from STRAIT MUSIC COMPANY— @w
(Austin's exclusive SHURE dealer.)

908 N. Lamar AUSTIN, TEXAS

1973 Kerrville Folk Festival schedule. Source’ http-//www.happenstance-music.com/kft-
programs.html
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1971 45 single featuring Thompson’s tenor. Source- https'//sonobeatrecords.com/royval-lights-
singers.html
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ROYAL ™

1703 Loreto Drive; Austin, Texos

TRL-101:

COME OUT THE WILDNESS

ROYAL LIGHTS SINGERS 5

45 produced by the Royal Lights Singers’ own label (date unknown) featuring Thompson’s vocals.
The label’s address indicates it was based at the house next door to 3304 K 174,
Source: https!// www.discogs.com/Royal-Lights-Singers-Come-Out-The-Wildness-
/release/9764781

67th Anniversary

Thompson appears second from left in this photo commemorating the Royal Lights Singers’ 67t
anniversary. The group now performs as the Sensational Royal Lights.

Source: https://www.gigsalad.com/the sensational royal lights austin


https://www.discogs.com/Royal-Lights-Singers-Come-Out-The-Wildness-/release/9764781
https://www.discogs.com/Royal-Lights-Singers-Come-Out-The-Wildness-/release/9764781
https://www.gigsalad.com/the_sensational_royal_lights_austin
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Building Permits
OWNERM, 4, Poweidt ADDRESS 330l Bast 17th Streot
PLAT 252 LOT : iy BIK B _
SUBDIVISION McKiniey Hgts. lerrace
QCCUPANCY Residence

OWNERS

BLD PERMIT # 974h0  DATE 10-1i-65  ESTIMATE 9,000.00
CONTRACTOR owner NO, OF FIXTURES 10
WATER TAP REC # #450850 SEWER _TAP_REC # L5058

Frame & Brick Venser Residence with Avtached Carpert &

Storage 4374 sq.ft.
Building permit, 10-11-65

Tl PLOTTED| SANITARY SEWER SERVICE PERMIT .
9 § oo ?ﬂm &8 Austin, Texas . N¢ 45058
K } BY % 7‘_— . . - X ) _
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“ :l, luBy Plumber .. I SRR \\ NN
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,_k q‘%Mam Asmgn 6 MYGL.. § m : <
X {Stub Depth ..M. Prop w < 5 NN
&) n 9 o
%Y StubLocahon /3 G}eNLL g ggéﬁ%g g‘%% \c§§
X NBook No. .72 52. 74 . hoRETOREE & EEE RN
3 Rigp : PRIVE; - i ~ i ahNE
S 2 W" /QA 2 W AR
~9 O 2L PP P
Sewer tap permJt 1 0 12 65
Lerl 1Y s ‘ séeaCE
Bl g - WATER SERVICE PERMIT o . P
s PR ol : E N 45050
ik :‘»1 : Austin, Texas . . :
Received of o Lo /-/5)6"’}(//‘ _i nate/ <~ /'2 "!‘j
3309 Z 70 :
Address o 2 = A — f-:’-[:; o L
“ AmotRE T T f—rt.';:‘ D A il
P ereeeeeesd ey
r:g Plumber. i J}” Size of Tap “"/(,/
] o~ 2 g : 3
g: Date of Connection..£.2 RIS fé
= ' Size of Tap Made. pll . . L}) .
—-— @ i
37 Size Service Made , UE) j \T % %
z Size Main Tapped. M ‘ %0 Py N Y
_;’ _From Front Prop. Lme to Curb Cock... 20 3, - ﬂ~\§_\ ; X N— g Qg_ﬂ_
rTq' F;:'gzm Prop. Line to:CusbeCock—..... == é 5 N Q o Y
- Location_of, Meter"-’m 4y wa{) £ d g geaa 0 § FR-E- N
T« TESESSE NG [ Eagg AN
e of . L. £355%aas5 958800
Depth of Main in St LB ga cL-d.«Eﬂ 5 %::_'Eé 2 .§ § g B
88888 EUSERRE5588
T~:~ H H . H U ‘S H _'_\S\ o R

Water tap permit, 10- ]2 6’5



