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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
OCTOBER 26, 2020
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2020-0340
4714 ROWENA STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1932 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, wing-and-gable plan stuccoed frame house with a partial-width inset porch
featuring a segmental arched arcaded front wall; single 1:1 fenestration; second-story
belvedere at the back of the house; metal roof.

RESEARCH

The house is associated with Jay J. and Elisabeth Hegman, who lived here from the time of
its construction around 1932 until 1948, when they moved to a historic landmark house at
720 E. 32rd Street. Jay J. Hegman was born in 1883 in Galveston, and arrived in Austin in
1915 after operating a theater in Temple, Texas. He opened the “old” Queen Theater on
Congress Avenue in 1916, then persuaded Major George W. Littlefield to build a new, larger
theater in 1920, the “new” Queen, also on Congress Avenue. The Queen was the first theater
in Austin solely dedicated to showing motion pictures; all the other theaters also featured
stage shows. Hegman ran afoul of local authorities in the early1920s for showing movies at
the Queen on Sundays, in violation of Texas blue laws, which prohibited many businesses
from operation on the Sabbath. He was fined for his violations, and in 1924, sold the Queen
Theater. He then went to Galveston to operate the Grand Opera House there, before
returning to Austin. There are indications that Hegman split his time between Galveston
and Austin in the mid-1920s; the city directory of 1924 shows the Hegman family living on
Crockett Street, and operating the Star and Crescent theaters. The 1927 directory is the first
showing the Hegmans in this neighborhood. They opened the Ritz Theater on E. 6t Street
in 1929, and revamped the theater to its current configuration in 1937. His son, Elmo W.
Hegman, who grew up in this house on Rowena, started off as a projectionist in his parents’
theaters, and later became the manager of the family’s theater business.

Besides the theater businesses in Austin, which included the Queen, Crescent, and Star
theaters in the 1920s, Jay J. Hegman was also a real estate man, developing the J.J. Hegman
Subdivision in north Austin in the mid-1920s, consisting of Rowena Street and Avenue F
between 47t and 515t Streets. The 1930 U.S. Census shows the Hegman family living in a
house worth $10,000 with an address of 4805 Avenue F, which may be the house currently
known as 108 E. 48t Street, built in 1926, the year after the Hegman Subdivision was
platted. If it was not that house, it was another house of similar size and value that has since
been demolished. The house currently at 4805 Avenue F was built in 1937.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. The applicant has provided a
structural engineer’s report citing substandard conditions at the house with a
recommendation for demolition. The City also recommended demolition of the house in 1995,
but the house was repaired instead.

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined
that the house meets the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code:

a. Architecture. The house is an anomaly in some ways — its form is much older

than its 1932 construction date might suggest — the wing-and-gable
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configuration of this house appears to be more related to late 19t century
vernacular architecture than 1930s construction. At some point before 1961,
according to the legend on the Sanborn map of that year, the old frame house
shown on the 1935 map was stuccoed over, an addition was constructed to the
rear, and the second-story belvedere was added to the house. The metal roof
dates from 1995. The house is significant for its architecture.

b. Historical association. The house is believed to have been built in 1932 by Jay
J. Hegman and his wife, Elisabeth, who platted this subdivision in 1925 and
lived in a much grander house in the neighborhood before this. Hegman was
a theater magnate, known for opening the first theater in Austin solely devoted
to showing motion pictures, as well as his defiance to Texas’ blue laws which
prohibited him from operating his movie theaters on Sundays. That defiance
cost him several fines, and he later sold the Queen Theater, but never left the
theater business in Austin, opening the Ritz on Sixth Street in 1929. The
Hegman family ran the Ritz for many years.

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image,
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic
group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Initiate historic zoning if the Commission believes that the house meets the criteria for
designation for architectural and historical significance, as well as the applicant’s reports
concerning the condition of the house. If the Commission does not initiate historic zoning
and releases the permit, then staff recommends the completion of a City of Austin
Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch
plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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The J.J. Hegman Subdivision (1925). The street labeled as Theresa Avenue (named for the
Hegmans’ daughter, who later married Larry Craddock) is now Avenue F.
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LOCATION MAP

N SUBJECT TRACT NOTIFICATIONS
[ 3 PeNDING cAsE CASE#  HDP-2020-0340

LOCATION: 4714 ROWENAST
L= _:ZONING BOUNDARY
This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,

engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.

1 "= 250 ' This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness
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4714 Rowena Street
ca. 1932

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
4714 Rowena Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

April, 2013
1959 Joe R. Fleet, renter
Mechanic, Capitol Truck and Trailer, 4822 E. 1% Street.
1957 John A. and Ella Mae Mullin, renters
No occupation listed
1954 William R. and Annie Frazier, renters
No occupation listed
Also listed are Lorene Frazier, a telephone operator, and Rex Frazier, an office
worker.
1952 W.R. and Annie B. Frazier, renters
No occupation listed
Also listed are Lorene Frazier, no occupation shown, and Rex Frazier, a driver
for the Kerrville Bus Lines.
1949 Vacant

NOTE: W.R. and Annie B. Frazier are not listed in the directory. Lorene Frazier
is listed as an attendant at Austin State Hospital, 4100 Guadalupe Street.
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NOTE: Jay J. and Elizabeth Hegman are listed at 720 E. 32" Street; he was the
proprietor of the Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6" Street. ElImo W. and Virginia Hegman
are listed at 903 Neches Street; he was listed as a proprietor of the Ritz Theater.

Jay J. and Lizzie M. Hegman, owners

Proprietor, Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6" Street.

NOTE: EImo W. and Virginia C. Hegman are listed at 903 Neches Street; he
was the manager of the Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6™ Street.

Jay J. and Elizabeth Hegman, owners

No occupation listed

NOTE: Elmo W. and Virginia C. Hegman are listed at 903 Neches Street. He
was the manager of the Ritz Theater; Virginia was the cashier of the Ritz
Theater, 320 E. 6" Street.

Jay J. and Elizabeth Hegman, owners

Jay J.: No occupation listed

Elizabeth: Cashier, Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6" Street.

NOTE: Elmo W. and Virginia Hegman are listed at 206 Trinity Street. He was
the manager of the Ritz Theater; she was a cashier at the Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6™
Street.

Jay J. and Elizabeth Hegman, owners

Jay J.: No occupation listed

Elizabeth: Cashier, Ritz Theater, 302 E. 6" Street.

NOTE: Elmo W. and Virginia Hegman are listed at 602 E. 25" Street. He was
the manager of the Ritz Theater; she was a cashier at the Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6™
Street.

Jay J. and Elizabeth Hegman, owners
Jay J.: Proprietor, Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6" Street.
Elizabeth: Cashier, Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6" Street.

Jay J. and Elizabeth Hegman, owners

Jay J.: Manager, Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6™ Street.

Elizabeth: Cashier, Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6™ Street.

Also listed is ElImo W. Hegman, an operator at the Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6" Street.
NOTE: The house is listed as 4710 Rowena Street.

Jay J. and Elizabeth Hegman, owners

No occupation listed

Also listed is EImo W. Hegman, a projectionist.

NOTE: The house is listed as 4710 Rowena Street.

NOTE: Elmo W. and Virginia Hegman are listed at 2206-A Longfellow. He was
the manager of the Ritz Theater; she was a cashier at the Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6"
Street.

No houses are listed on Rowena Street.

NOTE: Jay J. and Elizabeth Hegman, as well as EImo W. Hegman, are listed at
4805 Avenue F, which may be the house now known as 108 E. 48™ Street, or
one similar. Jay J. Hegman is listed as the proprietor of the Ritz Theater; EImo
W. Hegman was the projectionist at the Ritz Theater, 320 E. 6" Street.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:
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Jay J. and Elizabeth Hegman (ca. 1932 — ca. 1948)

His 1918 World War | draft registration card shows that Jay Jacob Hegman was living at 802 E.
1%t Street in Austin at that time. He was born on Christmas Day, 1882, and was the owner and
manager of theaters in Temple and Austin, Texas. He was married to Elisabeth Hegman. He
was of medium height and build, and had light brown hair and gray eyes.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Jay J. and Elisabeth Hegman as the owners of a house worth
$10,000 in the Highland Subdivision, which later became the Hegman Addition, consisting of
Rowena Street and Avenue F between 47" and 51st Streets. This reference in the census report
may relate to their former home known as 4805 Avenue F in the city directories but possibly the
house at 108 E. 48" Street today, a two-story brick house, as the value of the house at 4714
Rowena Street was significantly less in the 1940 U.S. Census report that the house now known
as 108 E. 48™ Street, the only two-story house in the neighborhood at the time. Jay J. Hegman
was 45, had been born in Texas to German-born parents, and was in the amusement business,
particularly moving pictures. Elisabeth M. Hegman was 44, had been born in Texas to German-
born parents, and had no occupation listed. They had a son, EImo W. Hegman, 23, an operator
in a moving pictures theater; and a daughter, Theresa C. Hegman, 21, both of whom had been
born in Texas. Also in the household was Elisabeth M. Hegman’s father, Christ J. Plath, a 74-
year old widower who had been born in Germany and had no occupation listed.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Jay J. and Elizabeth Hegman as the owners of this house, which
was worth $2,500. Jay J. Hegman was 55, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.
Elizabeth M. Hegman was 54, had been born in Texas, and was the cashier for a theater. They
had no children listed with them.

J.J. Hegman was living at 3213 Lafayette Street at the time of his death in 1953. According to his
death certificate, he was born December 25, 1883 in Galveston, Texas, and was a theater owner.
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HEGMAN ANNOUNCES HE
WILL RUN SUNDAY SHOW'

That he will have hiz thenter open
tor busintss on Sunday and will con-
tinue to eperate the establlshment ev-
ery Sunday until the Sunday .closing
Iaw 1y ziven o finnl test, wna the an-
nounceinent Priday morning of  J. J.
Hegmann, owner of the Quecn 'Theater,
In dlscussing the fling of charges

hlinaelf nng C. W, A, MaeCormaoek,
owner of the Crescent Theater, for
operatine thoir theaters inst Sunday.
That he ponvinesd thot the majority
of the cltizens of Austin fuvor BSun-
dny movies wis hils ptatement.

o enforee the Sumdny inw apninat
theater ownerg s digeriminetion,” sald
| Manaper Hegman, “when it {8 possi-
ble to buy In Austin on Sunday any-
thing firom a clgar or o deel of plny-
ing enrds to a sack of flour”

i e

Jay J. Hegman announces he will violate the Texas Sunday closing laws to show movies at the
Queen Theater on Congress Avenue.
Austin Statesman, February 23, 1923

QUEEN g |
j: TR fiw |
" CORINE GRIFFITH

' fPoxas Society Girl Actress in '

‘A WOMAN'S SACRIFICE’

A DRAMA OF CANADIAN SNOAYS,

ALSO NEW LARRY SEMON COMEDY—"GOLI™




Advertisement for Hegman’s Queen Theater
Austin Statesman, February 23, 1923

JURY FINES HEGMAN
650.00 AND COSTS

|
| A jury In Justice TannehilV’s ecourt
Tuestday, asse=sed J. J, Hegmian $50
fine for violating the Sunday closing
Inw,. Iin that he operated the Queen
moving picture theatre, of which he
1y proprietor, on Sunday.
The casts of the trinl added to the
| fine made a total of $64.75.

Jay J. Hegman is fined for violating the Sunday closing law by showing ma/ies on a Sunday

Austin Statesman, October 30, 1923
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PURCHASE OF QUEEN
THEATER BY AUSTIN
WOMAN ANNOUNCED

‘Miss Mary Hamilton Buys In-

- terests of J. J. Hegman In
| Local Picture House.

i el

._ Purchage of the Quecn Theatro from
J. J. Hegman by Misa Mary Hoamllton
of Austin wayg announced late Tuesday,
,Actual consilderation involved was not
rannounced by tho contracting partles.

Announcement has been made i{hat
 Miss Hamlilton has assumed manige-
ment of the properly and that the new

"owner will {ssue a statement wlithin
| the next few days. concerning tho fu-
“ture policy of the Queen,
- Mlies Fiamilton is well known In Aus-
tin, having been a student of the Uni-
versity of Texas, as well as tho Unl-
verslly of Seuthern Californin ot
Berkeley, Cal, She formerly taught in
Wooldridge Bchool and later took up
newspaper work here. Bho Is presl-
dent of the Business and I’rofesslonal
Woman's Club and 18 a member of
other well known organizations.

Mr. Heginan, the retiring owner of
the Qucen, announced todany that he
hayg not formulated plans for the fu-
ture. He stated thot the fight ngninat
the cperation of his theatre on Sunday

had nothing to do with the sale.
' it i—

Jay J. Hegman sells the “old” Queen Theater
Austin Statesman, November 21, 1923
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CRESCENT THEATRE T0
BE OPENED THURSDAY
BY MRS, J. ). HEGMAN

Will Show First-Class Pictures
on Second Run at Popu-

lar Prices.
——.-——--

After belng redecoraled -and Iin-
proved, the Crescent Theater. will be
ra-opened ng a firgt elnss pieture houso
tomorrow, Thanksglving Day, It wona
announced thls morning by Mra. J. J.
Hegman, who has leased the property.
Mry, Hegman is the wife of J. J. Jeg-
man who operated the Queen-Theater
here for a number of ¥years.

Tha opening plcture wlll be "Our
Hospitality,” atarring Buster Keaton,
n pletupre that eritics have pronounced
the biggest -and funnlest productlon
eyver made by thig populav comedian
and should prove a popular atwrac-
‘tfon for tho opening bill. _

Mrs,  Hegman announced that she
has obtained n long-tima. lease on the
property and will show only firat class
pletures, Admissien prices will be 10
and-20 conts, regardless of the quality
or expense.of the plcture shown,
_While.many firat-run pletures have
been booked for the theater, the pro-
grams will*be made up mostly of first
cluss pletures shown for thelr second
time, Thia type of theater has proven
highly successful In other citles and
Mras, Heginan expressaed assurance that
ft would prove popular here,

Some of the attractions bhooked for
tho near future nre: “Milami,” wlith
Detty Compson; “The Hoosgler School-
masgter,” “The Yankee Consul,” with
Douglag McLean; “The Extra Girl,”
with Mahe]l Normand and “"The Court-
ship of Mileg Standish.”

Elisabeth Hegman announces the re-opening of the Crescent Theater under her management.
Austin Statesman, November 26, 1924



USTIN'S NEWEST
THEATRE EALIDYS
BUSINESS

Declaring that Austin s now
ready and willing to support a flrst-

gress avenue, J, J. Mlegman, Austin

run talking pletures within 30 to 60
days of the time they originally ap-

Hegman has annoeunced,: - .0
The Ritz, Austin's newest theatre,

ago. Sines its opening It hins been
cquipped with talkle apparatus and
fmproved accousties in . order to
follow ¢tit Lthe management's new
policy. It 1 now the only popular

talking pictures, ‘Mr, Hegman de-
clared, o SRR

located In Austin for the past 10
or 12 years.  Comling here from
| Temple, he took over the old Queen
| theatre and later built the present

=

s o

clanss business located east of _L.."un;-' :

theatre owner, is upemting.lh}a' Ritz; '

theatre on East Sixth street.under|.
n new potlcy of presenting second-| .

pear here, The theatre Is to be op-{,
erated for white customers only, Mr.

was opened for business three weeks |

priced theatre In Adstin® running '

Mr, Hegman Is a "_:'n*e11¥_1§ndwn'
Texas theatre man and has been|

D.2-12



- Queen. Until recently he was owner
nnd manager of the Crescent the-
atre, and he has ilso been cannect-
ed with show houses in Galveston
aml other Texas cities,

lmo Hegman, former university
student, I1s advertising manager fovr
the new theatre. o

Amnong pletures booked are Unli-
versal's singing-talking production,
“College Love,” now playing; Clara
Row In “Dangerous Curves,” yehed .-
uled for Sunday: and Monday; and
wphe Dnnce of. Life,” featuring
Nuncy Carroll- "and -Hal Skelly,
which will appear hers soon. =~

“Special efforts to draw. mnatinee
crowds of women and -children il
be mads Ly the management’ Mr.
Hegman announced.

News story_ on Hegman'’s opening the Ritz Theater
Austin Statesman, November 7, 1929
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Hegman Rites
Are Held Here

Funeral services were held Tues-
day afternoon at the Cook Funeral
Home for J. J. Hegman, 68, retired
motion picture theater owner, who
died Monday at his home, 3213 La-
fayette Avenue.

Hegman had been in il health
for the past 20 years.

The Rev, Edward V. Long, pastor
of St.* Martin's Lutheran Church,
officiated at the services, Burial
was in Memorial Park. -

Pallbearers were Willilam Hal-
lums, George W. Foster, Joe Jacks,
Cecil Kelse, Johannes Bohn and
Fred DMueller.

Hegman s survived by his wid-
ow: a son, Elmo Hegman of Aus-
tin: one daughter, Mrs. Larry Crad-
dock of Austin; a sister, Mrs.
Charles Engelke of Comfort; two
brothers, Ben D, 1 egman and Wil-
liam Hegman, both of Galveston,
and two grandchildren.

Hegman came to Austin in 1915
when he opened the old Queen
Theater. He opened the present
Queen Theater at Seventh and Con-
gress in 1921,

Hepgmaon sold his interest in the
Queen {heater operation to Charles
E. Marsh oand went to Galveston to
operate the Grand Opera House.

He returned to Auslin in 1929 to
open the Ritz Theater on East Sixth
Street and had remained in owner-
ship of that theater since that time
as well as maintaining his resi-
dence here.

Hegman was born in Galvestop
on (Christmas day, 1883, the son of
Diedrich Hegman and Margaret
Pauls Hegman, who seltled on Gal-
veston Island in 1348

News story on the career of Jay J. Hegman upon his death
Austin Statesman, February 17, 1953



D.2-15

QUEEN CLOSES NOV. 6

Theater Will Bow
From City Scene

By LORRAINE BARNES

The Queen Theater, in which the
talking pictures first talked in Aus-
tin, will say its curlain specch
Nov, 6.

The movie house at the corner of
Sevenlh and Congress, a Iandmark
in the lacal entertainment field
gince World War 1, will close its
deors with the [linal screening of
the bill that night, Harold Novy,
city manager of Trans-Texas Thea.
ters, announced Saturday.

The closing dnes not affect other
Austin - properties of lhe theater
chain headed by Louis Novy. Fu.
ture use nf the building was not
announced. :

Appropriately, the old Queen will
go out with a bang. Iis final al-
traction will be *The Gun That
Won the West"—lhe same Xind of
action drama thal has been pack-

- tng them In since "“The Great Train
Robbery” burst on a receplive
American public,




In its long history, the Queen|,
has scored a series of notable|
“lirsts.” It was the first house|

built in Austin specifically for the
showing of motion plctures. IL was
the first theater to operate on Sun-
days, a victory scored after a long
war against the *Blue laws." And
it did ils part lo revolutionize the
cinema Indusiry when, in 1928, it
screened “The Jazz Singer'—lhe
Al Jolson epic that TALKED,

When the screen goes dark Nav,
i, workmen will start removing the
Trans-T ex a s cquipment—secats,
screen, air-conditioning and projee-
tion room equipment., The two
projectors (installed in the Quecen

during Austin’s hig flood in 1935)

and the sound amplifiers, along
with the recently replaced screen
from the Texas Theater, will go
o tha Texas School for the Deal—
a gift to its children., The equip-
ment, all in good condition, will be
installed in the school’s auditorium.

The Queen location has been
under lease by various theater op-
erators over a period of 40 years
and perhaps longer, a small movie
house having been in operation
there before 1916. Elmo Hegman
recalls that his father, the lale
J, J. Hegpman, who operated the
“old” Queen in 1016, persuaded
Major George W. Littlefleld to
build the “new' Queen about 1920,
This was done by acquiring a nar-
row building an the north side and
merging the two into a handsome
cinema palace, '

D.2-16
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Hegman then held the franchise
[or First National pictures, now a
part of -Warner Brothers, and such
stars as Mary Pickford, Charlie
Chaplin and Norma and Constance
Talmadge—the great names of the
era--flashed across the Queen
screen,  The production of *“'The
Birth of a Nation" outdated the
Queen’s opening, but this eplc has
played at the Lhealer as a reissue.

Hegman sold to Southern Enter-
prises, a branch «uf Paramount.
Publix, and the Queen later be-
came a properly of Inlersiate
Theaters. It has been operated by
Trans-Texas since 1052, Hegman
went to Galveston to eperate the
QOpera House there but returned
to the Austin entertainment fleld
and operated the old Ritz, replaced
in 1937 by a new theater. The vel-
eran thealer man died in 1953, J
News story on the closing of the Queen Theater with reference to Jay J. Hegman'’s theater

career in Austin
Austin American-Statesman, October 30, 1955




Mrs. Hegman

- Succumbs
At Her Home

Mrs. Ellzabeth Marie Hegman,
77, widow ol the prominent Austin
bhusinessman who bullt the city's
first theater designed exclusively
for motion pictures, the old Queen
Theater, died at bher home here
Tuesday night.

Her husband, J. J. Hegman,

gone inta the motion picture busi-
ness in 1911,

New Braunfels, born there May
11, 1885, the daughter of the Iate]
Chris am! Wilhelmina Plath of}
Dallas, She had been a resident|
of Austin for 45 years, was a life-
long member of the Lutheran
Church, and = member of Violet|,
Crown Lodge No. 8, Sons of Her-
mann.

Survivors are a son, Elmo W.
Hegman of Austing a daughter,)
Mrs. Theresa Hegman Craddock|
of Austin; a brother, IHerbert|
Plath of Dallas: a sister, Mrz.|
Agnes Rust of 'Dallas: two grand-|
chlldren, Mrs. Bette Pressler and
Larry Jay Craddock; and two
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services for Mrs. Heg-
man will be held at 2 p. m. Thurs-
day at Hyllin-Manor Funeral
.{Home, with the Rev. Harold Pen-
nington olficiating, Burlal will be
1in Austin Memorial Park.

Obituary of Elisabeth Hegman
Austin Statesman, March 21, 1962

L]
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died ubout 10 years ago. He had|

Mrs. Hegman was a nalive of|
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Water service permit to J.J. Hegman for this house (1932). The address on the permit reads
4712 Rowena, but the accompanying map shows the location as this house.
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owyer Hegeman Ests. ADDRESS 4714 Rowena Ave.

PLAT 210 LOT 7 . arx 11

SUBDIVISION J. J. Hegeman

OCCUPANCY Residence

OWNERS

BLD PERMIT # 137430 pate 7-26-73  wgrimate $900.00
CONTRACTOR _ Elroy Griffin NO. OF FIXTURES Sseveral
WATER TAP REC # eXist SEWER TAP REC #  exist

Repair and remodel res. and bring to min. stdrs.
Building permit to the Hegman Estate to repair and remodel the house (1973)

4800

“— YNPAVED == A

S E. 48TH ST 9

{rena)
D
F.d =z

E.48TH ST,

R uweparvio R

ROWENA

2

The house appears as a one-story house with a partial-width front porch on the 1935 Sanborn
map.
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The 1961 Sanborn map shows the house with its current configuration, including the notation
that it has a stucco exterior and a second-story addition to the rear.



