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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
NOVEMBER 16, 2020
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
GF-20-140200
4509 BALCONES DRIVE
PROPOSAL

Construct an addition to a ca. 1959 residence.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

1) Construct a single-story addition. The proposed addition features a flat roof, stone veneer
and horizontal wood siding, a flat roof with exposed rafter tails, fixed and casement
windows, and sliding glass doors.

2) Add casement and fixed windows at the west and north elevations.

ARCHITECTURE

Split-level house with horizontal and vertical wood siding; fixed and sliding undivided full-
height and ribbon windows; a cross-gabled roof with gable-end detailing, exposed rafter tails,
deep eaves, and triangular brackets; and Japanese-inspired decorative wood details at
railings, roofline, and fenestration. The site is terraced with masonry retaining walls that
follow the contours of its topography, softening the transition between house and landscape.

RESEARCH

The building at 4509 Balcones Drive was constructed in 1959 by architect David C. Graeber
as his personal dwelling. Graeber, who moved to Austin to attend the UT School of
Architecture after building homes with his father’s lumber business in San Antonio, joined
Kuhne, Brooks, and Barr in 1957. He became a firm partner in 1961. When they began
consulting for the University of Texas in 1962, Graeber led the design teams for all new
university buildings for the next four years. He established Graeber, Simmons, and Cowan
in 1978.

Notable projects throughout Graeber’s career include the Lyndon Baines Johnson
Presidential Library, the All Faiths Chapel of the Austin State Supported Living Center, the
Johnson Space Center in Houston, the U.S. Consulate in Mexico City, numerous high-tech
firms in Austin, and pro-bono work at the Paramount Theater, the Long Center, and the
Austin Convention Center.

Graeber participated enthusiastically in the revitalization of Austin’s downtown. Through a
philosophy of “continuity, not conflict,” (Austin-American Statesman, 1965) he championed
urban living and moved his family to Sixth Street in 1967, restoring and landmarking a
nineteenth-century stone building where he lived for the next forty years. Since then, his
vision of a skyscraper-filled residential downtown has come to fruition. He served on the
boards of the Texas Society of Architects, Old Pecan Street Association, and other civic-
minded planning organizations. In 1969, he chaired the Governor’s Conference on Urban
Affairs, and later initiated Austin’s Congress Avenue tree planting program.

STAFF COMMENTS

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark
1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity. The rear deck and pool do not appear to be
original but have not irreversibly altered the building’s form.

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-
2-352). The property may demonstrate significance according to City Code:
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a) Architecture. The building is constructed in the Contemporary style (McAlester,
2017). Its use of natural materials, its low-slung form that blends into the hillside, its
continuous expanses of glass, and its Japanese-inspired detailing—deep roof
overhangs with exposed rafters, styled wood railings and gable ornamentation,
“panelized” walls and windows, and the building’s overall orientation around a semi-
interior courtyard—exemplify the style.

b) Historical association. The building is associated with architect David C. Graeber. As
his home during the era of his ascension in Texas architecture, 4509 Balcones Dr.
appears to be the most closely associated extant residential property. (Graeber’s work
on the commercial building at 410 E. 6th Street was limited to interior changes and
restoration of the 19th-century exterior. Graeber nominated the building for
designation in 1974.)

c) Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d) Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a demographic group.

e) Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are used to evaluate alterations
to historic properties. Applicable standards may include:

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided.

The applicant has amended plans in order to preserve original fenestration and railing
details at the addition’s connection point. Minimal historic fabric will be lost.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old
and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect
the historic integrity of the property and its environment.

The proposed addition’s flat roof, fenestration pattern, and stone veneer cladding
differentiate it from the historic portion of the building. Its use of natural cladding, its overall
fenestration patterns, and its single-story horizontal massing are compatible with the
existing building.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a
manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property

and its environment would be unimpaired,

If the proposed addition were removed in the future, the building would be mostly
unimpaired.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

Relocate original window and railing to preserve the fenestration and detailing at the north
end of the original structure. Revised plans respond to the committee’s recommendations.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Recommend historic zoning based on the house’s architecture and association with David C.
Graeber. Release plans for new construction.
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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: GF-20-140200 HLC DATE: October 26, 2020
November 16, 2020

ZAP DATE: N/A
APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission
HISTORIC NAME: Graeber House

WATERSHED: Lake Austin

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 4509 Balcones Drive

ZONING FROM: SF-3 to SF-3-H

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 10

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Recommend historic zoning based on the house’s
architecture and association with David C. Graeber

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: Architecture, historical association
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:
e October 26, 2020: Initiated historic zoning

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: N/A

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: N/A ACTION: N/A
ORDINANCE READINGS: N/A ORDINANCE NUMBER: N/A
CASE MANAGER: Kalan Contreras PHONE: 974-2727

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Highland Park West Balcones Area Neighborhood

Assn.

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

e Architecture: The building is constructed in the Contemporary style (McAlester, 2017).
Its use of natural materials, its low-slung form that blends into the hillside, its continuous
expanses of glass, and its Japanese-inspired detailing—deep roof overhangs with exposed
rafters, styled wood railings and gable ornamentation, “panelized” walls and windows,
and the building’s overall orientation around a semi-interior courtyard—exemplify the
style.The split-level house has horizontal and vertical wood siding; fixed and sliding
undivided full-height and ribbon windows; a cross-gabled roof with gable-end detailing,
exposed rafter tails, deep eaves, and triangular brackets; and Japanese-inspired
decorative wood details at railings, roofline, and fenestration. The site is terraced with
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masonry retaining walls that follow the contours of its topography, softening the
transition between house and landscape.

e Historical Associations: The building at 4509 Balcones Drive was constructed in 1959 by
architect David C. Graeber as his personal dwelling. Graeber, who moved to Austin to
attend the UT School of Architecture after building homes with his father’s lumber
business in San Antonio, joined Kuhne, Brooks, and Barr in 1957. He became a firm
partner in 1961. When they began consulting for the University of Texas in 1962, Graeber
led the design teams for all new university buildings for the next four years. He
established Graeber, Simmons, and Cowan in 1978.

Notable projects throughout Graeber’s career include the Lyndon Baines Johnson
Presidential Library, the All Faiths Chapel of the Austin State Supported Living Center,
the Johnson Space Center in Houston, the U.S. Consulate in Mexico City, numerous high-
tech firms in Austin, and pro-bono work at the Paramount Theater, the Long Center, and
the Austin Convention Center.

Graeber participated enthusiastically in the revitalization of Austin’s downtown.
Through a philosophy of “continuity, not conflict,” (Austin-American Statesman, 1965) he
championed urban living and moved his family to Sixth Street in 1967, restoring and
landmarking a nineteenth-century stone building where he lived for the next forty years.
Since then, his vision of a skyscraper-filled residential downtown has come to fruition. He
served on the boards of the Texas Society of Architects, Old Pecan Street Association, and
other civic-minded planning organizations. In 1969, he chaired the Governor’s Conference
on Urban Affairs, and later initiated Austin’s Congress Avenue tree planting program.

PARCEL NO.: 0128040422

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT 5 BLK M BALCONES PARK ADDN SEC 5

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $8,500 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,500

APPRAISED VALUE: $1,032,993

PRESENT USE: Single-family residential

CONDITION: Good

PRESENT OWNERS: Carla and David Tremblay

DATE BUILT: ca. 1959

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Some modifications to the garage, deck, and landscaping

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): David C. Graeber

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None
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LOCATION MAP
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PROPERTY INFORMATION




Source’ Zillow.com, 2020
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Occupancy History

Note: post-1959 research unavailable due to facility closure



A3-11
Biographical Information

David Graeber. David Graeber, architect, age 81, died peacefully at home on February 28, 2010. Survived
by his wife of 39 years, Jean Graeber; two sons, Terry and Larry Graeber; daughter-in-law, Sharon Graeber;
and granddaughter, Aiyin Graeber. David was born in Amarillo, Texas on September 14, 1928 the son of
Hazel and Calvert Graeber. Preceded in death by his parents; sister, Charis McAllister; brothers, Keith
McAllister and Peter Graeber; daughter, Jeeta Lynn Graeber; and stepdaughter, Kelly Donovan.

Raised in San Antonio, Texas where he attended Brackenridge High School, a member of the Boy Scouts, a
flying enthusiast working at Stinson Field and hauling lumber for his dad's lumber business, Graeber
Lumber. At the age of 19, partnered with his dad to form a home building business, building what they
called Ranchita homes. Married Jeeta Friend in 1949. In 1950 David enrolled at the University of Texas at
Austin, built houses during the summer to pay tuition, and graduated with honors receiving a bachelor's
degree in architecture in 1955, having already passed the State Board of Architectural Examiners test in
1954.

Following school he joined the firm of Kuehne, Brooks and Barr, becoming a partner of the firm in 1961
when it was called Brooks, Barr, Graeber and White. Acknowledging numerous mentors who guided and
influenced his participation in and leadership of many notable projects some of them being the University
of Texas medical schools in Houston and San Antonio, research labs and dormitories for the University of
Texas, the United States Embassy in Mexico City as architectural representative of the project, assistant to
the project manager and director of architecture for the Johnson Spacecraft Center, Houston.

His firm became consulting architects for the University of Texas system in 1962 and he was responsible
for leading teams for the design of buildings on all UT campuses for a four year period, and in the spring
of 1979 and 1980 did adjunct teaching for the Center of Middle Eastern Studies at UT, an experience he
enjoyed very much.

David also worked in association with other firms such as Skidmore, Owens and Merrill, building the LBJ
Presidential Library and School of Public Affairs. Because of work done with Brown and Root on the Johnson
Space Center he was often consulted for design solutions, one of which led to one of his favorite projects,
crew quarters for British Petroleum at Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, referring to it as the most intriguing project of
his career.

After much work in Saudi Arabia for 3-D International he formed the firm of Graeber, Simmons and Cowan
in 1978 with one University of Texas job which evolved from a three-man firm into a 110 employee firm at
his retirement. Graeber, Simmons and Cowan designed high-tech projects, helping to bring such companies
as Sematech, Motorola, Advanced Micro Devices and Applied Materials to Austin.

Not neglecting pro bono work that included the Paramount Theater, The Long Center, master plans for the
site selection of the Austin Convention Center, among others. Socially responsible, David served on boards
from the Texas Society of Architects, Children's Museum, the Real Estate Commission, The Old Pecan St.
Association and acted as Chair of the Governor's Conference on Urban Affairs, 1969. In 1967, elevating his
commitment to the city of Austin and the renewal of the inner-city, he bought an old building on run down
east 6th Street, refurbishing it into a town home where he and his wife Jean lived until his death. This
instigated the revitalization of 6th Street making it an integral part of downtown Austin where David
planted the first tree on its sidewalk and initiated a program called, Street Trees for Austin which resulted
in the planting of trees on major streets including Congress Avenue.
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In 1970 he married Jean Donovan and together they involved themselves in community service. David
played hard. As a young man he belonged to a mountaineering club making many climbs. Later his
interests evolved into racing automobiles and then sailing, crossing the Gulf of Mexico on two occasions
and often sailed in the Caribbean, finally barging the canals of France. In retirement he found time for his
love of books, spending months in England and hours in the Bodleian Library of Oxford reading and
theorizing on pyramid construction and resource management, a time he referred to as ‘total freedom’.
When traveling became difficult he and Jean bought a condominium in San Antonio to be closer to their
granddaughter and family, spending weeks and months at a time there.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to the maintenance fund of The Chapel, designed
by David Graeber, on the campus of the Austin State Supported Living Center, which when erected in 1961
was referred to as The Chapel for the Children, now The Chapel for the State Supported Living Center. . .

The Austin American-Statesman, 2010-
https//www.legacy.com/obituaries/statesman/obituary.aspx’n=david-graeber&pid=140282941

Graeber, who led Johnson Space Center architects,
dies at 81
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Famed Austin architeet David Graeber, who grew up in
San Antonio, built homes on the South and West sides to
put himself through college and went on to supervise the
team that ereated the Johnson Space Center in Houston
among other landmark projects, has died.

Graeber, 81, who climbed mountains, raced cars, sailed
extensively and was courted by intelligentsia, was under
hospice care in his San Antonio home when he died
Sunday.

He left his personal mark on the 19th-century building on
Sixth Street in Austin that he refurbished in the 1960s. It
was his home for more than 40 years and was credited

with jumpstarting downtown revitalization. Deavid Crader: He Jont
. designing homes on the South and
Graeber worked on a number of notable projects, e Wt afnl

including the 1LS. Consulate in Mexico, the University of

Texas Health Science Centers in San Antonio and Houston and several projects for 3-D
International in Saudi Arabia, including helping design the city of Buraydah there, his wife,
Jean Graeber, said.

One of his favorite projects was the crew quarters for British Petroleum at Prudhoe Bay,
Alaska.

Graeber also was involved in the design of the LB.J Presidential Library and the LEJ School
of Public Affairs as well as the UT master plan.

“He had a lot of interests, life in particular,” son Larry Graeber said. “Life was a mystery to
him, and he was interested in how people lived it and how we try to coexist.”

The San Antonio artist and sculptor described his father as “a searcher.”

“Books were his passion,” his wife added. *Our house was lined with books he read and
reread. He called books his friends.”


https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/statesman/obituary.aspx?n=david-graeber&pid=140282941
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After retirement, the Graebers spent three to four months a year at the University of
Oxford in England, where Graeber read in its Bodleian Library.

“He read about everything,” Jean Graeber said, “everything you can possibly think of.”
The more than 3,500 books in his collection will be donated to UT.

He was born in Amarillo, but his parents, Hazel and Calvert Graeber, moved to San
Antonio when he was a few years old. Graeber attended Brackenridge High School.

Calvert Graeber, initially in the trucking business, arrived in the Alamo City and bought a
piece of land at 705 Nogalitos. He also bought a load of lumber, and Hazel Graeber began
selling it. That was how Graeber Lumber began.

Their son, a Boy Secout and flying enthusiast who worked at Stinson Field, hauled lumber.

When Graeber was at UT, he spent summers designing and overseeing the construction of
small homes on the South and West sides of San Antonio.

“You can see some off South Military,” his son said. The sale of Ranchita Homes paid for
college.

Graeber graduated from UT with honors with a degree in architecture in 1955. He already
had passed the State Board of Architectural Examiners test.

“He was an idealist yet a contrarian, a characteristic he got from his mother,” who was also
an avid reader, his son said. “On the other hand, he was a pragmatist, which he got from
his dad.”

Graeber “could imagine ideas and accomplish them,” he added.

“He was the most exciting man | have ever known,” Jean Graeber said. “The last year of our
marriage — they were all excellent ones — we truly, truly had an overwhelming love for
each other. If only half of the people in the world had half of what David and 1 had, they
would be fortunate.”

San Antonio Express-News, 2010- https-//www.mysanantonio.com/news/local news/article/Graeber-
who-led-Johnson-Space-Center-architects-789487.php



https://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local_news/article/Graeber-who-led-Johnson-Space-Center-architects-789487.php
https://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local_news/article/Graeber-who-led-Johnson-Space-Center-architects-789487.php
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Longtime architect left his mark on downtown
Austin

By Christina Rosales
Posted Sep 1, 2012 at 12:071 AM
Updated Sep 26, 2016 at 7:48 PM

In 1967, Austin architect David Graeber purchased property at 410 E. Sixth St.
He refurbished it, turning the old, yellow-brick house into a metropolitan
residence. Other downtown property owners soon took his lead, and thus began

the urbanization of downtown Austin.

“There are all kinds of people in the world, and most people don’t leave any
footprints at all,” Graeber told downtownaustintv.org in 2009, “Well, there's a
little one of my footprints there. Fortunately, it'll be there a very long time.”

Graeber, whose architectural projects include NASA's Johnson Space Center in
Houston and the U.S. Consulate in Mexico, died Sunday in his Sixth Street

home. He was 81.

Graeber was born in Amarillo and graduated from Brackenridge High School in
San Antonio. At 19, he joined his father, Calvert Graeber, in forming a
homebuilding business. David Graeber built houses in the summer to pay his
way through the University of Texas School of Architecture. He graduated in
1255,

The young architect joined Kuehne, Brooks and Barr, becoming a partner in
1961. With his partners’ mentoring, Graeber led the projects for UT medical
schools in Houston and San Antonio and other buildings.

“He will remembered as a designer, but also for his leadership,” said Tom
Cornelius , president of Graeber, Simmons & Cowan, the firm Graeber founded
in 1978 . "David was very gifted in leadership. He could, from his architectural

pulpit, command an audience and lead a project.”

“The company he founded evolved f; rom a three-man firm into a 1 10-employee
firm by the time he retired in 1995. Graeber, Simmons & Cowan designed high-
tech projects, including ones for Sematech, Motorola, Advanced Micro Devices
and Applied Materials.

His design contributions also include work on the Paramount Theatre, the Long

Center for the Performing Arts, and master plans for the site selection of the
Austin Convention Center.
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Graeber's work also extended to Saudi Arabia, where he worked for 3D

International with Houston architect Kirby Keahey.

“It was an adventure,” Keahey said. "He painted this great picture of it when he

asked me to go with him. Storytelling was one of David's great skills. He was able

to draw people out.”

Looking at the Austin skyline, it might be hard to believe that a few decades ago,

the city was just a town, but Graeber's vision influenced dozens of local
architects, said Dick Clark of Dick Clark Architecture.

“People like David have made this a young, thriving city,” Clark said. "Bigger and

higher is better. I'm an urban architect, and [ want to see Austin grow and get

better, and [ think David was looking for the same thing.”

Graeber is survived by his wife of 39 years, Jean Graeber; two sons, Terry and

Larry Graeber; daughter-in-law Sharon Graeber; and granddaughter Aiyin

Graeber,

Austin American-Statesman, 2012° https//www.statesman.com/article/20120901/news/309012375

Architect
Firm Adds

Associates

Kuehne, Brooks and Barr, Aus-
tin archilects Saturday announced
that David C. Graeber and Hugo
F. Kuehne Jr. have been made
associate members of the firm.
Other associates are J. Roy White
and Allwyn G. Gannaway,

Graeber has been with Kuehne,
Brooks and Barr since his gradua-
tion from the University of Texas
School of Architecture, in 1955.
While atterding the University
he was elected to membership in
Tau Sigma Delta and Sphinx; both
honorary scholastic {raternities,
and was president of his graduat-
ing class. Graeber received ex-
perience in construction in San
Antonio where he was a building

" | Graeber is married to Jetta

Friend of San Antonio. They have
three children, Larry, Jeeta Lynn,
and Terry, and reside at 1305 Nor-
wood Road.

Kuchne attended Austin Public
Schools before attending the Uni-
versity of Texas where he re-
ceived his degree in-architecture
in 1952. While at the University
he was a member of Sphinx han-
orary architectural fraternity and
Sigma Chi [raternity. Since that

itime he has been employed by

Kuehne, Brooks and Barr and re-

‘ceived his architectural registra-

tion in 1955.

Kuehne served in the Navy from
1542 to 1946. As quartermaster
aboard infantry landing ships he
participated in three landings on
the Philippine Islands and later
served in Okinawa, China, Korea
and other Pacilic areas.

In addition to his architectural
work, Koehne is a director of the
American Empire Life Insurance
Company, president of Austin
Alumnae Association of Sigma
hi Fraternity, and member of

contractor for two years before
attending the University. He was/
awarded architectural registration
in 1954,

Junior Chamber of Commerce,
Capital Camera Club, Austin Ski
Club, Lake Austin Yacht Club
and Commodore Deck Club.

AT AR T LTL LA LUL,

Kuchne, Brooks and Barr, Arch-
itectural Firm has designed many
buildings in Austin including the
new Steck printing- plant, Kinsolv-
ing Dormitory which will house
Ti6 girls at the University and
construction of which is nearing
completion, the recently com-
pletion, the recently completed
Mutual Savings Bank and office
building, American National Bank,
Austin National Drive-In Bank,
First Federal Savings Building,
Commodore Perry Hotel, Perry-
Brooks Building, International
Life Insuranhce Company Building,
Jefferson Chemical Laboratories,
Texas Department of Public
Safety building. '

Kuehne, Brooks and Barr is one
of a group of architects design-
ing the new US embassy building
for Mexico City to be the second
largest US embassy building in
the world. Principals in the firm
are H. F. Kuchne, R. Max Brooks
and Howard R. Barr.

The Austin American’ Nov 10, 1957
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Mrs. Graeber

"

Party Hostess

Mrs. David C. Gracber, hostess at

a Christmas program and party
for the Zion's Daughters ol the
Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, pre-
sented a program on *‘Christmas
Throughout the World."

Mrs. Estella Burch gave a read-
Ing describing Christmas celebra-

tions in branches of the church
around the world.

The devotional was direcled by
Mrs. Jack O. Waddell.

The Thursday night parly was
held: in the Gracber home at 4500
Balcones Drives. .

&

The Austin Statesman’ Dec 8, 1961

Mrs. David C. Graeber was In-
stalledl as president of the Austin
City Council of P-TA at a Villa
Capri  Junchron ceremony con-
ducted May 2 by Mrs. Hugh Mor-
rison, disirict vice president of the
Texas Congress of Parenls and
Teicliors.

Other new officers are Mrs,
Woodrow W. Patterson, vice pres-
ident; Mus. B. H. Amstead, record-
ing seeretary; Mrs. Roger Rich,
corresponding  seeretary;  Mrs.
Frederick Hlunter, treasurer:
Mrs. W. G. Menefee, parlinmen-
turlan; and B, W. MeChrly, his-
torinn.

Specinl cuests were Couneil
scholnrship winners, LeAnne Da-
vis of Travis Iligh School; Sally
Meteall of McCallum: Myra Os-
born, Stephen F. Austine  and
Preston James of Johnston. Oth-
ers were Mrs. Allen S, Martin of
San  Anlonio, Mrs. Gracber's
mother; De. and Mrs. [rby B.
Cnrruth, Erest W, Cabe Jr.,
members ol the School Board,
secreturies from the Austin Pub-
lic School Administration Build-
ing, and new presidents of local
TA units.

Mrs. Gracher will atlend the
Nafiona! Congress of Parents amd
Teachers Convention in Portland,
Ore., May 20-23. Other delepntes
from Austin will be Mrs. Angus
MeDonald, state publications,
chairman: Thomas J. Prather,
slate office director; mmd Mrs. V.|
C. Jung, oditor of the *“Texas
Parent-Teacher."

Austin. City P-TA Council

At Installation Luncheon

Mrs, 8. A, Tuber, vear book; and
C. L. Newell, teiephone,

The Austin Statesman: May 9, 1962
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Architect
Firm Tells

Partners

David C. Graeber and J. Roy

" White have been named part-

ners in the Austln architectural
firm of Brooks and Barr, R. Max
Brooks and Howard R. Barr an-

. nounced Saturday.

The firm name has also been
changed 1o Brooks, Barr, Graeb-
er and White, architects.

A veteran of 34 vears in lhe
architectural profession, White
has been associated with the
firm since 19843. A graduale of
The University of Texas School
of Architecture, he designed
many of the fine residences of
Austin before turning his empha-
sis to school and campus build-
Ings. Presently, White'is project
architect for the Huston-Tillot-
son expansion program which in-
cludes the men's and women's
dormitories now under construc-
tlon. White has designed many
of Austin’s schools including La-
mar Junlor High, Lanier Junior-

- Senior High, Anderson High and

Oak Springs Elementary, He is
past president of the Austin
Chapter, American Institute of
Architects, a member of the Tex-
as Society of Architects, a past
director of the Austin Kiwanis
Club, a member of the Texas

\  Fine Arts Association, the Aus-

tin Heritage Socicly and the
Austin Country Club. White is
an active member of 5t. Da-
vid's Episcopal Church and rep-
resents his firm in planning the
additions and restorations to the
church building soon to be con-
structed.
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| Graeber Is a 1955 graduate of
the University of Texas School
of Architecture where he was
elected to Tau Sigma Delta, na-
tional honorary architectural so-
ciety. He has been with the
firm since graduation and has
played a major role in the de-
JIsign of Austin's new  Federal
|Building and Post Office, the
Inew US Embassy Office Build-
ling in Mexico City, the f{orth-
|coming University of Texas
|Northeast quadrant expansion of
jlengineering, biological sciences
|and physical sciences, a major
expansion program at the medi-
cal branch of The University of
<Texas at Galveston and the
South Texas Medical School in
San Antonio, Graeber served as
design coordinalor when the
firm was selected as one of the
_larchiteets on the new Manned
Spacecraft Center in Houston.
He is secretary of the Austin
Chapter of the American Insti-
tute of Architects, a member of
the Texas society of Architects,
and a member of the Explorers
Club of Mexico.

Allwyn G. Gannaway, who zlso
played an important prt in the
Manned Spacecraft Cenfer in
Housten, and who has been in-
volved in many well-known Aus-
tin projects, has been advanced
to semior associaleship in. the
firm. Gannaway is a member of
the American Institute of Archi-
tecls and the Construction Spe-
cifications Institute, Also advan-
ced to associate membership
in the firm are Frank R. Huichi-
son and Bill H. Paschall.

—

The Austin American’ Jan 31, 1965




By CHRIS WHITCRAFT
Staff Wrller

The Universily of Texas 15 a
major driving foree toward ire-
mendous archifectural changes
in Austin’s fulure, says archi-
tect David C. Graeber,

Growih, he predicts, wil
eome in high rise buildings.

Graeber, 20, Iz a pariner in
the major archilectural firm of
Brooks, Barr, Gracber & While.

The architeelural revolutlon
ol the 1830s, which eradicated
the statle, dusty, formal rules,
left in full flower the freedom
to creale new. beauly, uses,
ideas, lechnlques and research,
Graeher sald.

le cites the propesed 1%&-mil-
lien-square-foot new sclence
bullding 0 go on the main UT
campus. It {3 equal to almost 15
acres In square foolage, but will
rise 14 stories. It will not be as
iall es the Tower, which in ef-
fect hag set a limitation on how
highrise on the campus can be.,

The first 300,000 square feet
have been authorized but are
still in  the planning stape.
Trustees are expecied 1o ap-
prowe final design in Seplember,
It will take a vear from then
in complete detalled working
drawings of this first phase.
Consiruction eould begin fn tha
fall of 1066,

Austin: City on the High Rise

Gracber said the whole new

science complex Is a major
change in the direction of high
rise consiructlion in Austin.

“Auslia Is changing Inlo a
cily," he says. “lligh rise con-
sirncddlon is symplomalle of
change and growlh, lierally
forcing the cliy lowarnd the sky.
Any attempl io legislaie high
rise consiraelion cul will be an
atlempl lo leglslate Ausiin Inio
8 backwash,™

Gracher, who came to Austin
fresh from building Iaboratories
for unknown uses at NASA in

Houston, says he finds working §
ot 35 University of Texas proj- |

cels, large and small, as the
firm is doing, is just as chal-
langing. He also appears lo

relish hiz elose link with aca- |

demie stimulation.

The 314 milllon dormilories
project will have another tre-
mendous impact, he says, This
will be on the academis concept
of classes and seminars held
within the dormilory buildings.

“This will mol change the
nidnstream of universily
thought,” he says, “but it will
divert it to some depres inlo
new channels.™
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uracner talked of the mew 4
million biological pure research
ln:lilding al the groundbreaking
4 qRe.

“This Investment was enfirely
Itnsed on the minence of one
sefentist in his fleid, Dr, Wilson
&, Blone," he sald. Slons is pro-
fessor of zoology, system advis-
o for gricluaie and research
programs, offfee of the Chan-
celior, and direclor, Genelles
Foundallon,

Gragber sold Dr. Harlan J.
Smith, professor of astronomy
and direclor, research in as-
ironomy, has at present spacs
that Is “no blgger than a nick-
el in the physics lab, He will
have 10,000 square feet when
the 300,M0-square-foot physics-
astronomy-mathematics sel-
enee hullding s finished,

At one lime, conslderation
wits given lo reclalming the
loased Brackendirge cily polf
course area and using It as the
gite for needed fulore science
aml other research bufldings
Gracher said. But thiz was
abandoned when Il was weighed
igninst the loss (o students il
1esearch was split away from
the campus.

“There was no other way o
do il bot build on the main
mimpus,"” said Gracber, “That
meant we had to go up.™

An exception is Dr, W, Frank
Bunir's natural zoological devel-
cpment laboratory where a
230,000 bujlding will be sur-
rounded un an §0-acre tract with
fish ponds, and areas of natural
habitat for frops, msly lizards,
and aller abjects of sclentlfie in-
terest, Field genetics will he
part al the experiments, This
would he impossible on the
campus, Gracher said. Sa this
natureal lab will go on Unives

one of the first tn be built from
seratch since the end of World
War II. The state put up 56 mil-
lion, or hall the esiimated cosl
‘The US pul up 3% million, and
things lcok pood for the resl.
“A large number of people
irave keen involved in this for
years," Graeber zaid. " The facl
#'s abmest there is unbeliey-
able. An architect can get ego-
tistical and claim eredit when
it's rol especially true. But it
15 e the architecls are eat-
alysts who bring something io-
gether, I's like the $715 million
Federal and Post Office build-
ings we did with Pape-Souther-
land & Page in Auslin. We had
to pul logethér as preciscly as
in a Salurn rockel just as many

much salely factor; lonc-
er structural spans; gigantic ad-
pre-siressing and pre-

The Austin Statesman- Jul 10, 1965
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Gracber, who got his hache-
lur of archilecture from the Uni-

“A is dead without
people in it,” Graeber says.
“The grealest iere is noth-
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Tucked away in the heart of Austin's Tarrytown neighborhood is a quiet sanctuary for
reflection — All Faiths Chapel (originally The Chapel for the Children) by architect Diasid
Gracber. Mid Tex Mod is thrilled to offer this rare opportunity to experience this

architectural masterpiece.

All Faiths Chapel, completed in 1961, provides a space for religious services at the Austin
State Supported Living Center (ASSLC), a state-operated living center providing service
and support to people with intellectual and developmental dizabilities. Itz A-frame design
features a soarng, 32-foot high continuously skylighted cathedral ceiling, Artist Blossom
Burns® stained glass, “Miracle in the Sky™ adorns the gable ends. The chapel’s exquisite
interior includes handmade copper light fixtures and door handles depicting birds in flight.
All Faiths Chapel was an early commission, and labor of love, for Graeber, who graduated
from the University of Texas with a Bachelor of Architecture in 1933, Hiz distinguished
career included commissions for NASA's Johnson Space Center in Houston and the
United States Embassy in Mexico City.

DOCOMOMO, 2016 https-//docomomo-us.org/event/a-house-of-prayer-for-all-people-david-graeber-s-

all-faiths-chapel
Midcentury home by influential Austin architect seeks
$1.3M
ﬂ austin.curbed.com/2019/6/20/18693465/austin-homes-for-sale-midcentury-modern

Cindy Widner June 20, 2019



https://docomomo-us.org/event/a-house-of-prayer-for-all-people-david-graeber-s-all-faiths-chapel
https://docomomo-us.org/event/a-house-of-prayer-for-all-people-david-graeber-s-all-faiths-chapel
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4509 Balcones Drive

Via Moreland Properties

This distinctive mideentury home in Highland Park West was designed, according to its
Moreland Properties listing, by the late David Graeber, an influential Austin architect
whose projects included NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston, the U.S. Consulate in
Mexico, and work on such local landmarks as the Paramount Theatre and the Long Center.
Graeber was, according to his Austin American-Statesman obituary, an early advocate of
revitalizing parts of downtown for residential use.

Built in 1959, the one-story, wood-frame home is sited on a generous lot in the Balcones
Park section of the northwest neighborhood, where much of Austin’s more notable
midcentury-modern residential architecture is located. The 1,819-square-foot house
features an open layout, rows of large windows, folding glass doors and screens, and
generous outdoor living spaces that connect with the interior both visually and for air

circulation. There’s a modest, retro pool and hot tub and an expansive deck overlooking
the forested lot as well.

The home has three bedrooms and two bathrooms features stainless kitchen cabinets, as
well as stainless appliances and butcher block counters, in the kitchen. The master
bedroom suite has custom shoji screens, granite tile and counters in the bathroom, and
balcony and deck access.

Curbed.com, 2019 https-//austin.curbed.com/2019/6/20/18693465/austin-homes-for-sale-midcentury-
modern
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THE GRAEBER HOUSE AT 410

410e6th.com

HISTORY

This historic home, located right in the heart of famed 6th Street entertainment district, is protected as a Historical Landmark and was carefully restored into a mid-century modern
home by renowned Austin architect David Graeber.

Back in the early 1880's, Austin was new and growing. This building was the home to Shamrock Saloon constructed by an Irish immigrant while the Texas State Capitol was being built
just a few blocks away. Shamrock Saloon served the community for many vears.

However over the vears, 6th Street went through a step decline in the late 50's and early 60's as locals opted for more suburban shops and business. Many of these original 6th Street
stone buildings were abandoned and forgotten.

David Graeber bought 410 E 6th Street in 1068 as a run down, falling in, non-habitable shell of a structure. He had a
dream of a downtown, city dwelling lifestyle for himself and his family.

In the late 70's he completed a strikingly modern interior that sits in great contrast to the original stone facades. Many of
the interior spaces are just as David created them 4 decades ago. It is a time capsule with references to times and lives
lived over 130 years in this one location.

This one-of-kind home has been featured in many magazines and articles. Many drinks and good times have been had in
this special place from the Shamrock Saloon to private Graeber family parties to public events.

David Graeber once said “Our life has been immeasurably enriched by living here”.
We invite you to be our guests. We invite vou to add to the story of this home.

The Graeber House at 410 is the perfect location for your next meeting or social gathering.

“Graeber House at 410,” 2020 (venue website: https-/www.410e6th.com/)



https://www.410e6th.com/

Building Permits

TS, @M ANy ATER SERVICE PERMIT
TR - Austin, Texas - -

o 19811

Recéived of . .. 208, 1
" Address.
Amount. £E
F"lumber._.....

Date of Contiection v
Size of Tap Made.
Size Service Made.
Size Main Tapped et
From Front Prop. Line to Curb Cock. 75
FromVer T4 Frop. Line to Curh Cock 7"

" Location of Meter ..
Type of Box. .00

Size

Rt DR

Cop. to Cop. Cougll

.. .Copl t_r'- Iron Coupling :
...Angle Stop.

£ Depth of Maiz in St. N

m + Depth of Service Line ﬁ .
i  From Curb Cock-to T&K}éﬂm .E .

2. Checked by Engr. Deplg 2%, g

Water tap permJt 7-13-59

W’FR SERVICE PERMIT
“ﬁ; )y f”‘g e /IZZ N? 32190

) DH vin - G, é'Eﬂ cBen. mtcé’rxé 3
e, .pf..lr"{....

By City ff : -‘V .5.51’_..5,;&. et
By Plumber .2 e e
Checked By ... e e

Size Main 5 Depth . s5 Al
Main Assign, i (raeds T 706 & 47 f% Lo
Stub Depth ... Prop. Liné o
Stub Location
Book No. ...
Faving Cut ...

t .G

Sewer tap permJt 5-14-59
David C. Groeber 4509 Balcones Drive

775 L M
Balcones Park Sec 5

Pipa —
CWyes
-Beducers

| No. Fittings !
l...l!‘.??!.....,l’fpgc‘f___ e lfze @

Frame Resldence and Att Carport
72849 5/19/59 17000.00
Jackson & Cullen 10

Building permit, 5-19-59
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