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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2020-0120 HLC DATE: November 16, 2020
PC DATE: November 24, 2020

APPLICANT: 905, Ltd., owners

HISTORIC NAME: Mutual Building

WATERSHED: Lady Bird Lake

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 905 Congress Avenue

ZONING FROM: CBD to CBD-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from central business district (CBD) zoning to central business district — Historic Landmark
(CBD-H) combining district zoning.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSTION ACTION:

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive
Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: December 10, 2020 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

Architecture:

The Mutual Building is one of the finest examples of Art Deco design in downtown Austin.
It is a two-story rectangular-plan building with a white cream limestone facade articulated
with many facets of the Art Deco style, including carved stone floral motifs, a band of waves,
and a recessed entry flanked by a tall, narrow window on either side.

The Art Deco movement sprang from the Exposition Internationale des Arts Decoratifs et
Insustriels Modernes in Paris, France in 1925, and is characterized by simple shapes and
geometric or stylized ornamentation, drawing inspiration from nature, Native American,
Egyptian, and classical motifs. Art Deco was meant to incorporate art into architecture (and
all of the other milieux of Art Deco expression, including furniture, home goods, lighting
fixtures, jewelry, sculpture, statuary, and the visual arts), and to represent a sleek elegance
that reflected modernism, wealth, and sophistication. New materials, such as stainless steel,
bakelite, and other non-traditional building and decorative finishes found their way into Art
Deco designs. The Art Deco facade of this building, designed by prominent local architect
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Hugo Kuehne in 1930, was for the new offices of a savings and home loan business,
embodying the strength, stability, wealth, and refinement of the company during the troubled
economic times of the Great Depression.

The Art Deco fagade of the building originally had a large, square, glass block bay on the
second floor; the glass blocks were replaced with a bay window in 1981; an additional
modification was the 2003 removal of the bay window and installation of a plate glass window
in the opening, with anodized metal dividers to pay tribute to the original glass block design.
The fagade has been sandblasted, probably in 1981 during the renovation of the building; the
sandblasting damaged and softened the contours of the Art Deco motifs on the building, but
enough remain to project the original design of the fagade. Additional modifications include
the replacement of the two windows flanking the recessed front entry, and the addition of a
steel canopy over the door.

Hugo Kuehne designed the Art Deco facade of the building in 1930 at the height of the
popularity of the movement, replacing the older red brick fagade that dated from the 1870s
and had three bays across each story similar to other buildings in the block on Congress
Avenue. The Kuehne facade consists of a pair of fluted pilasters, one on each side of the
recessed central entry. Four vertical panels above the entry feature stylized floral bas-relief;
the panels graduate down in size from a central panel containing geometric chevron motifs.
The base of the parapet is delineated by a horizontal band of stylized waves.



The Mutual Building with its ca. 1930 Art Deco facade designed by Hugo Kuehne

905 Congress Avenue
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Detail of the fluted pilasters, the top of the central window, and the parapet, featuring a
course of stylized wave motifs at its base.
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Historical Associations:

This building dates from the mid-1870s and has served a variety of uses prior to its
transformation into the Art Deco presence it has now. This section of Congress Avenue was
relatively slow to develop in the late 19tk century, with most of the business activity closer to the
intersection with 6t Street, and south to the railroad tracks traversing the city at 34 Street.
There was activity close to the State Capitol, a block and a half away, but the site of this building
appears to have been vacant when it was purchased in 1870. Not long thereafter, business
development began filling in the empty lots on Congress Avenue north of 6t Street, and soon
small businesses began to be established in this building and the surrounding block. Early
mercantile shops in this building included a shoe store, a confectioner and baker, and an ice
cream parlor. The Austin Statesman Publishing Company occupied the building in the mid- to
late 1890s; there was a drug store here at the turn of the century. Plumbers John R. Donnelly
and Stephen White established their heating and plumbing supply and contracting business here
around 1905, and bought the building in 1921. They later moved closer to the railroad tracks as
their warehouse needs expanded, occupying the building at 3*1 and Lavaca for many years.

}Iureh o o
Tc: Billeisen’s restpurant, ice cream
parlors  and - nnfectiunery + the

choicest viands iu the market; aerved
al reagonable prices.
“BILLEKISKEN'S,"
No. 9073 Congress aveuue..
Advertisement for Billeisen’s Ice Cream Parlor and Confectlonary, aimed at soldiers stationed

in Austin
Austin Daily Statesman, July 21, 1891

Donnelly and White moved their operations closer to the railroad tracks as their warehouse
needs expanded in 1926, occupying the building at 3*4 and Lavaca Streets for many years. They
sold this building to the Mutual Deposit and Loan Company in 1926, who moved from their
original location at 819 Congress Avenue, built a vault in the building and remodeled the
interior. The Mutual Deposit and Loan Company, along with its associated Fidelity Mortgage
Company, was a building and loan company, offering depositors high rates of return on their
savings, and providing loans for the purchase or construction of homes in the city. The
incorporators of the company were some of the most prominent businesspeople in Austin,
including H.H. Luedecke, O.H. Millican, and Fred C. Morse. Architect Hugo Kuehne, who
redesigned the facade of the building for the Mutual Deposit and Loan Company in 1930, was
also a director of the corporation.

The significance of the Mutual Deposit and Loan Company was manifold: it provided loans to
home buyers, provided a means of saving money at a good rate, and perhaps most importantly,
stayed in business throughout the Depression, allowing Austin to continue growing with new
construction and the development of new subdivisions and neighborhoods. The Mutual also
provided savings accounts for school children to inculcate the habits of savings and thrift in
young people, who could deposit their small change and watch their savings grow over time.

Both the Mutual Deposit and Loan Company and Fidelity Mortgage changed names later in the
century — Mutual became the Mutual Savings Institution in 1945, and Fidelity rechartered as
the City National Bank in 1955.



FINANCING HOMES THROUGH

LOCAL BUILDING & LOAN ASSN.

The {lnnneing of a home 18 perhaps
end of the hardest cobslacleds to be
evergonie by the averoge fomily. It
aeans, in the flret place, syatematio
gaving, and then, after A Ccertaln
amount hns beon accumulated, the
flonting of a lean with the improved
piges 0@ securlty, As roon as the Ini-
tlial poavient hag been secured  the
progpective home owner mey put his
application In to the local buliding
and Joan nszocintion,

There are snld to bo between H000
atd 10,000 wuilding and loan compa=
nles  fn the United Stoates with o
menbreehip of somothing  close to
6,000,000 porpons and assets of nearly
2,000,000,0040,

In the nst ten yeonrs alnoce the com-
panles have been uvnder state regula-
tion there have been compoaratively
fow  follutes, The reason for this iy
that the practs of these savings Instl-
tutlorg e all Invested In real estato
mortgnuey, perhaps the soafest secur-
iy I the world.

Tha pyverape family flrst begins to
gel temly Lo pwrchnse n homo by put-
tligr ity eveples eanrnings in the locny
bullding and loan company, whero It
recelves Jnrger Intorest relurns than
are ordiporlly pald by any  othor
flnanelal Instllutions, Eoch monih the
famby saves o eertnin amount, the
Interedt on whiah 8 compounded gemil-
annually. As scon as entcugh la anved

to buy & lot and a little monoy be-’
#ldeds, the heod of the fomily appliea
to the building and loan awsociation
for a loan.

The house {# bullt and the monthly
saving continues, Aa# they do not
now have to pay rent, payments be-
coma easier. The Avernge ten-¥ear.
lonn cogts nbout $12.86 per month; If
it 1s to pay out in eix and one-haif
years It will cost nbout $17.06 per
munth. Interest and principal are ins
cluded In ecach monthly payment. At
the end of tho specified term You'!
have vour home pald for instead of
only & bunch of rent recoipts.

The nerit of thls method Is the
monthly payment, wmaking small
nmounts casily met. If, on the other
lind, the lonn hos been mode on An-
nual payments, the chancea are that
few would provide for the large prin-
clpnl and Interest payment at the end
of the year., Under the Lullding and
lonn plan your homeo is paid out
without undue privetlon.

While the payment te the assocla-
tlon contlnues the snme throughout
the term of years, yet ut the snme time
tiie company eredits the borrower
with the Interest which his payments
on prineipal have earned. Evory arm
months the company adde to his ac-
count the earnings of his money,
which waa lonned to mome other man
to bulld A home.

How bﬁilding and loan associations:.s.uch as the Mutual Deposit Company, work

Austin Statesman, June 3, 1923




WHAT B. & L. ASSNS
ARE DOING FOR NATION

Fred . Morse, secretory of the Mu-
tunl Deposit and Loan Compuny, com-
menting on the bullding and loan puso-
clation  movement throughout the
United Stntes todny, gnys:

"There are over 10,000 companics In
the United States today, with nzasta of
nenrly  §4,000,000,000, In Texng alone
the assets of tho comprnics amount to
nearly $30,000,000, and the niovement
s comparatively new here. Our In-
stitutions cater to two types of people
—thoke who want to snve nnd get the
higheat return on thelr money eon-
slelent with anfety and those who want
to purchase homes or real esinte on
terms that they can handle. Numbers
of men hera in town have told mo that
they got thelr start in MHfe by saving
in the loeal Bulldlng and loan nsdo-
elation. People put thelr monoy into
our fnstitutions with n different idea
from those depositing fn banks, In
the bhanks It 18 more of. a temporary
mitter, while with ua it is more of o
nermanent envingas proposition or fh
Inveaiment, We therofore do not hove
to hnve the Inrge clerleal foreo that
the banks have and ean poy o higher

mid on demnnd, bt oor withdrawala

claga of stockholders; nll of our slock-
holdors rhara equilly In the enrnlngs
'nf the company unlesa they elect
otherwiae, ' ’

“As to the safely of the bullding and
loan assoclatlons, perhaps thera ls no
higher type among any flnanclal ingtls
tutions today. The natlonal govern-
ment saye they are ag safe nsg it s
nosslble for insiltutions to be, Taosgt
yenr, out of 10,000 assoclatlions, there
were hiut five faflures. Nelther nro. the
companiey any longer small kn alze;
iinatltutions of ten, tweoenty or ﬂ;l_rt.y
milllons in assets are not In any woy
unusual, I recelved only Ilastl weck
notice of the Conohn Bullding and Loan
Asaacintlon, o company with nasety of
32,000,000, ’

“There 18 now pending In congress a
hill by Senntor Copeland of Wew York
knawn na the federnl home loan bank
bill, which would place the bullding
and loss nsavcintions In one pgreat
finnnecial system simijnr to the ressrve
ayvatem for the banks. Thia w!ll help
the aspoclatfons throughout the natlon
meet the demand for home loans,
which has noever hpon gronier. Locally,
we nare taklmt carve of all Ioans, al-
though the demand Is very heavy., We
are hoplng that all the publle aplrited

eilizens of Austin wilt deposit somo of )’

thelr money with us, In order that thils,
thelr home Institution, mny be abla to
meet the great demand for loans, No
institution do2a more for a town than

dividend, Qur Institutions have nlways |

ars Infrequont. We hnva no favored |.

i gtrong bullding and loan araoeintlon.”

Austin Statesman, October 5, 1924

!
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Story on the business of Mutual Deposit and other building and loan associations
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Mutual Deposit |
- Will Remodel

'{.ﬁée]:'s Building Total Is
-7 $63,489 Here

© JImprovements te two business
“‘bulldings on  Congreas  avenue
- featured the weelk's bullding record
“tn’ Austin last week In which 28
: mits wolued at $63.459.82 were
sued to bring the total for the
year ot $1,247,350.62.
The largest eingle permit of the
- weel was ore for §16,000 for the
" miteration of the bulldlng at 903
Congrese avopue belonging to the
Mutual Deposit and Loan com-
pany. Plans for its improvement
‘by Contractor C. W. dMoora call for
tha removal of the second flgor and
transforming the bullding into a
singe story structure and the nd-
dition of a new front.

News of the remodeling of the building at 905 Congress Ave;me by the Mutual Deposit
Company
Austin American-Statesman, May 25, 1930
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tual Deposit
9}? ]5 Years Old

Savmgs Bank Hus Crown

Tremendnusly

————:

1 l;tur, which made its bow among
. Austin  financial Institutions In
}1’1# ‘Eaturdny celebrated Its 15th

"blrl.hdlm _The Mutual company
mnad {ta doors In the front por-
ptlm of the Pressler bailding at
;819 Congress avenue, starting with
I'HII'.I pald in. o -
“An s officers fooked over thelr
tmoh on Its 15th birthday, they
.lnmum‘l orer 31,200,000 In Aanselm
‘Meantime, itn cumplnlnn Instl=
_ﬂ.hltlnn. the Fidelity Mortgags come-
o mny;d- an Indusirial hank, wans

S From the anclent quartera of Ite
;'.nrlﬂml heme, the Mutual com-
pany In 1826, construcled 1ila fine

‘naw limestone banking home, fur-
‘nished:. with marble (fixtures
* throughnut,

In 1928 the Austin syelem of
- mthool =avings was slarted, with
the funds deponsited In 1tn mccounts,
. Now nearly 7000 school children

‘are - "rusiomera” of the Institution,
- with their weekly maving= In in-
- {erest-bearing acecounts depoalted

there.

YA W, Wikerson was the firet
prealdent of the Mutual company.

H. H. Lurdecke now In prexident.
. Fred ©C. Morse was the ficst scc-
_relarr, Now he is one nf the vice

presidents, and Is the executiive of-

Heer In charge of operating the In-
. stiutlon.

© The first dlreclorate In 1520 In-
oluded Wilkerson and Morae. and

T. L. Ziller, Fred K. Fizher, James

E. Lacey, DT Iﬂlﬂi‘haﬂ, . .
Taredecke, D N. Oracy, W. F,

Franklin, C. W, Monre and 4.

“Kuehne,

' The present board Includex Pres
. Luedecke, Viee Presldents Creorge
- F. Bhelley and Fred C. Maorse, and
CDirectnras A. 8. Burleson, ©, W,
: Moare, Charles Wendlandt Jr, 11,

F. Kuehne, North Millean, . I3

Gracy and Edgar EBmith,

News story on the 15th anniversary of the establishment of the Mutual Deposit and Loan
Company of Austin
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Austin American-Statesman, September 22, 1935

What Shall I Do

with my

MONEY"

“hly ndvlce '.'rnuk[ be one nE

bwo things," sald Ar. Morss,

: Vies President of the Mutual

L Deposit . & Lean Co., either
il Mace It i the Blutual at 455
ar pay it down on a home
That is all the Mubisal dees up
there on the svenue—help
peenle save and buy homea.

FRED Monse

Who Are Your Directors?
Do 1 Know Them!?

I bmaghis you knew evory one of them, H. H.
Lupdacke inf?wﬁnnt He has heen a director in
tie Mutual from the beginning, Everyhody knows
Goo. E. Shelley, our wice president. Fred 0O,
y Merse founded bhe institutlen 15 yeors age and
= ia &tlll viee presidest and secretnry, Tho other
h'l:n u knt', T am sare. they are al! old llrnu-u
. Moore, A, 8, Burleson, I, O

; Kuﬂnu,{}hu. Wandiandt, Edgar Smlth mua‘lI Nn.rth
e i MilHean™

¥ou Bay All You Do In the Muiusl Deposil & Leoan la bake sav.
. wings aceounts and loan money on lomes?

“Yes,” M. Morsa repllsd, eur business 5 really very simple and

. beeause home mortgages are the best gecurity in the world we have

“ nffered our peopde tho grentest safety pessible for the last 15 yoars.
”Wh-? fod sall game of Lhal I'nnm.ty nwny in the Hlnlull?"

:Hutual Deposit & Loan Co

Reacurcea aver §1,220, D{Iﬂ.ﬂl}
1 J'rl!umhur ur Federnl Home Loan Banking Syatem

Advertlsement for the Mutual Deposit and Loan Company
Austin Statesman, June 13, 1936
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Assets, 1520 Assets, 1940
$2,750.00 §2,245450.04

completing

20 years of service in
helping build

AUSTIN

THE

Mutual Deposit & Loan Co.

INVITES its friends AND ALL who care to visit its bank build-
ing September 6, 1940, Open House Friday, 9 A, M. to 4 P. M.

THE MUTUAL DEPOSIT & LOAN CO

RENDERS THIS COMMUNITY

A DUAL SERVICE
LOANS | SAVINGS

. FOR FINANCING | SHARES
i\ - - -
HOMES and BUSINESS PROPERTY INSURED UP TG §5,000.00
o NEW CONSTRUCTION By an Ageicy of Lhe Federal Government
« HEMODELING AND REPAIRS
» PURCHASES OR REFINANCING CURRENT CURRERT
Attraclively low ifmlerest raies And mont fily payment The RATE O RATE
Mutwsl has had few forcelosures over 20 years. 'I‘nen: [E
advantage in {finaneing vour home with a Inenl Sereviee Institu.
tien which knows local and family condfitons,

“Huild or Bur the Muatunl Way COMPOUNDED SEMEANNUALLY ON SAVINGS
I's Snfe and Easier (o Repay” Kot n Dividend Missed in 20 Yenra
Dar Many Sallsfled Cuslomers Say. You Can Eiarl With One Dellar or Five Thowsand

School Savings Department

More than $136,000.00 now in our School Savings
Department in 12,168 individual accounts,

SCHOOL children are proud of their accounts in the MUTUAL.
. [ ] ® L] '

TWENTY YEARS OF GROWTH

September 5, 1920.. .32,750.00 Decomber 31, 1930. . ... .%1,186,685.91
December 31 19‘22. - .:...%-llr B41.58 December 31, 1932, ..., $1,229,768.31
December 31, 1084....... $208,312. ll December 31, 1934, .....8 £1,514,866.05
December 31, 1926, .. ..... £626,800.28 December 31, 1936, .. .. .51, 300,578.78
December 31, 1928, .. ... 5841, 939 45 Docember 31 ,IF!SS ...... 51, Sld 234.30
June 3I} 1940 s+ v i $2,245,450.04
L] ] e

Mutual Deposlt & Loan Co,

905 CONGRESS AVE.
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How the Mutual Deposit Started---Its
Growth Due to Austin’s Popular Support

Growth Was Rapid
After 1920 Start

“Ore Bk sommer dey In 183 §
rallesl & proup of Ausiin sran Ba-
gether” ¥Fred C. Morss, now preil-
denl of s Bloma] Depasdi & Leas
company of this clty skl e b okl
hils sfery of A yeare "There wns
A Imxyer, & conlereeloe, e arcEHeel,
B ATSATIMCE TNan, 3 © TR,
E meal estabe mam |M'-|:|1-:i;l.:lrlmm
ilare awner, & Banker=11 In all

"Bany nld ilinéed here Wil b=
member the men who éompoacd ha
firsl baard of dicecises of tha Mu-
wal: A W. Wilkersome presidents

"Iy, B, Semey and Do T, Igieheri
wien proedent) Fred . blsete, soes

relary) FL F. Huehne, G W, rﬂ-wrl'.
T L 2-L'|1=r fames E. Iﬂ'
'laber,

J,.u'd.-:h'. ].'I'Iﬂl Eim Tk Jn Iﬁ.l
direslors’ rosm of & el bank &

|

mnd the 11 rllrurln.-l. someiEing =
mh«rmﬂpln;r was eiecbed s
I o m=y besbeess
'I.hl Ierasiaok
mmn la gek
o T oBde's wal” sadd
 mmle as be pave this
promint  air-eoabod

£3
h‘ﬁ‘ggﬁéﬁ

have m Band MH&iie. "We wore rond-
ing e drosd rl nf the slare
adiding  al EIR DCenpress ovosas,
Thiers wee sams Bamiemide eraf-
leFs wnd some used eaping pat -:!:
o af the coumless. A &F:t, n |
ctulr, and & typoeriter cnmeditatod |
the niher ogwipmend, Thet's ho
H;ﬂ_}mm eproisd far Builees 1=
The secrelary :I'qd Iy pe ool alier
e business. "Wiin weas il
anliciling W bislneas, e odfuce
war lechopeally cloeed,  Gradusily.
TeEW! ACPDETILE DERAN b3 OOME DR
"The dirpt mpplcrilom for a loam
wrs by onowerkd wWar veseran pemed
fer 88,0007 emid Bl Morse. The

Muwal was leesched A% The ced
of the 2irpt slx monfhe nl operstinn
ihe new inebtdution ghvwed aesgie
af ssmelhing over 30 and She

|r-".'l|:|-u| flive momitha Ialer. They fell
ihat by Bl Wme they wiaild have
L lhe monir. hien an apgliestinn
r.;lr 5 [man wean reechy o PRI
tary called » mpecial board meeiing

A wear mlier the Inslliutlea de-
clared 5 JiFes dividedd S pssals
Ih:||1 teerehsed I over SN and
by the foflowizmg  Seplember ke
béwrd Pelt pn peasperous fhee §E &iis
thrrieed 1he puorchasg of pew flx-
lures @esiing ovee ¥ Uil this
1imo nrad for seversd moothe [sbar
ooy, BMnmio wm the nmir g TN
| He waild serve #1 ihe Troml sfMee
'I|:||:||-: EUFEEFE dAedfifg 1n i=vesl
e Borrew bul when a cuslrmec
ram in deaiTing in masn p [
ment he would step tork Behind
thie eagine  The dividend reae ol
nine par GEHL pOF ARELIM was malse
lained for & mear kel m Enld, and

al B1D Eﬂﬁ;rus. Shews In I.I".t pleivre B Fred
Tm 1920 the Mulesl cpened in ibese guarters | ©, Morse,

beard of dleesiars  promptly  de-
clared n shwvadma which woeld e
the envy of nny Wall sbrees hanker
—If was &t whe Tele &l AlEs gor
conk,” mald Mr. Mo
An marly sdverbipemant Jaeiing
I.h.-enﬂ.lhu;-: ] "I!l.'l'-lrl Yaue Surplus
Wiih s “Wa offer
abantula :l.l!-l:L;r and = emcel-
i'-:;"-. ralugzz; o demesd Tar our
funids seeme 4o be wolimibed; wi ane
loanid wp momihs Beead ™ Tha ofs
fosrs ond drectars nf L pew In-
stibgiion wers stunned lalsr by mn
leatlom for a M0 Jean. The

mitoies of the board masting called |
in éonuider the loan sinte, "The mad- |

o war dissumsed mi opresi lemgih

by W bhiard, e amowcd of 1hic

lasn bdag gréalic E:m Ik had hemn

curbumary b2 grank™ The memsone

of B board made the Josn WIS &
Teairvs

£, thii the =an-

ey wardd noi be p-l.::ll:" mnlil

then s af clght per etstl  Akout
Zhiz {ime & pormenent capilal giock
weag lgmd ax n hacklog g ihe sue
rudl Naasceal seup and Mr ¥ario
was ale i ¥Vite prasidant,

In =334 the ameis o2 ihe Rubssl
Imarepacd FIL200,  The |mgsirLaries
and valoe of the servlos of Ee Mu-
rual Dot & Loan so=pany wero
kalng mare and morn recopnased b
shit emmunidy and men of |'.|tu.|:-|l:'-l
Eerte wil® glnd B fS¥E on i
bnard. Hem. &, 8. Burlowes, farmie
B nesimasiar-peneral wa oleened
E dipectar, Mo eerved untll ks
death, seldem mleing & wealing,

The Mulusl Doprodl & Lon coms
pany harviag grown o conshderakblc
Siee, whe dircoiors deckdsd 1a biy
ka2l owfi  biillding. Laler  the
heard ardered a caw medern Trons
the building tomplataly pomods]ed,
kel b new et af 1wlisn mersle fix-
Limed E=ataTled.




A Service Institution,Mutual
Deposit Co. Grows Steadily

Bank Board Installed School Savings

To Teach Thrift to

Tha Mujued Depoals snd Toan
company hed  alwaps  advestised
thet i hmad Bt tem functlons—bs
EEgrrislieie the soviegs of poapie
End w5 leed thls mesdy Lotk w8
ctwsp people to prarshssn  aF bulld
komes. 15 Is primerdly & eerviee
Emafibzilon, Owo day aboot 18 yese
ape the AMiglual extcnded iz meree
Itoe 4o inchade ke schonl children
of ha elty.
tealixing thel Sere eould Bo g0
prodic Im schonl eavings, wdded thls
pervice. Ot hoped thorehy =ed anly
o make fupare dnvesiors psed Does
rowers sul ol the childeen but 1a
1esgh thos thrift

The civldren ok 3o it ot omes, |

and 5 was w5 long befere ciliezns
of the wn eomplalned el every
Tumdny mornlsgd dad had %0 “toen
ihromph” wiih anyvwhere from a
piked 1y a doliar, for Teesdey was
“Bank doy* al sehasd

The board, olthesgh | TEF #somped

Future Invesiors

tha achoole. Tha syelem was vy
expenglve in the Mubsal fse mesy
Lmr: bl ae dhe savings sesumu-

e, the #yslém b= opnoo dgpren
mgan Lo pex M wsy, 11 wii] probs
ably naver make meeh grafil But
ihe alfleers and firectoss foct that
il 13 & worihwhile cammyalty proj-
[

The depriddlon hie e clir of
Auilin o |t did olker gities,. The
Eeople nol oedy m Anving biit
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Advertisement and business booster stories on the history and future of the Mutual Deposit

Austin Statesman, September 5, 1940

Hugo Kuehne also designed the next home for the Mutual at 1005 Congress Avenue in 1952.
The space was then taken over by the Manhattan Restaurant, a Kosher deli operated by
Florence and David Robbins, which operated here until 1957, when they moved to 911
Congress Avenue. Recent articles by Michael Barnes in the Austin American-Statesman
suggest that the back room of the Manhattan may have been Austin’s first gay bar, but it is
not clear if that occurred at the 905 Congress location or the later location at 911 Congress
Avenue. The 1959 Austin city directory notes that the 905 Congress Avenue space was
vacant.




Manhattan Will Have |
Grand Opening Monday




The Manhattan, a popular din-
ing spot on Congress Avenue for

the past five years, will have its|.

grand opening at a new location
at 911 Congress Monday.
Featuring a restaurant, kosher
delicatessen with food to take out,
and a bar, the enlarged Man-

hattan will serve nothing but the’

finest -to its patrons, say Mr,
and Mrs. David Robbins, =~ =
The new Manhattan menus ap-
peal to the tastes of anyone, says
Mrs. Robbins. The restaurant fea-
tures charcoal broiled steaks,
Mexican food and seafood with

oysters as a specialty.

In the delicatessen, the gour~
met ﬂnds a variety of foods to}
tempt the palate, including food|

to take home. Among the special-
ties are pickles, rye breads,
corned beef and pastrami, piclded
herring, gerfilte fish, cheese cake,
strudel, chopped liver, chicken
matzaball soup, cold borsht with
‘sour cream, lox and bagels and
many more taste treats. '
‘Mrs, Robbins says the food
may seem to be a "“little foreign™
to some people, but that many
Austinites are familiar with it
A native of the East, she has
patterned the Manhattan after
restaurants and delicatessens
found there. The dishes are pre-
pared in her spotless kitchen and

ents go into the dishes. "You
| can't have good food unless the
|best ingredients go into them,”
she says.
't She says the kusher—type foods
joffer a new taste and are very
»Jappealing. Emphasis on take-
rlhome foods, both -bottled and pre-
-pared in the kitchen, is being
given so that patrons can enjoy

only the highest quality ingredi-

—r . W e e P
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the dishey in their own homes
if they desire. |
_And, the new dinner menus will
attract more diners in the eve-
ning, she believes.

The restaurant is open from
Ba. m. to 12 p. m., and hot meals
are served until 9 p. m. After!
that, sandwiches may be ordered.
The delicatessen is always open, | |
Mrs. Robbins says.

The Manhattan can seat 200
persons, and the interior is in
blue with speckled walls and
modern egg crate ceiling.

The bar is off the dining room.
Story on the relocation of the Manhattan Restaurant and Deli to 911 Congress Avenue,

after five years in this building
Austin American-Statesman, June 23, 1957

In the summer of 1961, Household Finance Corporation of Dallas took over the building, and
operated here as a personal loan business until 1980. The building was then converted to
offices, and is now the home of Nelsen Partners, architects.
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"HOUSEHOLD FINANCE

Look for the HFC sign ot prompt, courte-
“ous, trustworthy money service...then...

Borrow with Confidence!

We think you'll like doing business in the
bright, cheerful offices of HFC—House-
hold Finance. The HFC manager will give
you the most helpful service possible.
He's a specialist in making instalment
loans, and will handle your account with
consideration and understanding—not
only when you make a loan, but all along
.the line.

Borrow up to $1,500
with up to 24 months to repay.

You'll appreciate the quiet, friendly HFC
-way of doing business and the under-

standing skill and care that keeps your
needs in mind. Visit the HFC coffice today

or phone if more convenient,

(i HOUSEHOLD FINANCE

Austin Offico
905 Congress St.—GReenwood B-9821

Baurs: Mon, thre Fri. 9 fa §—"Sat.  ta boon i

Ad for the opening of Household Finance in this building
Austin Statesman, August 30, 1961
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PARCEL NO.: 0206031002

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: S 23FT OF LOT 2 BLOCK 111 ORIGINAL CITY

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $20,856 (non-homestead); city portion: $5,829.

APPRAISED VALUE: $3,460,000

PRESENT USE: Professional office

CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNERS:
905 Litd.

905 Congress Avenue
Austin, Texas 78701

DATE BUILT: ca. 1872

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Art Deco facade added to the building in 1930-31;
modifications to the Art Deco facade in 1981 and 2003, replacing the glass block central
window with a bay window, and later a plate glass window.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Unknown

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: Contributing to the Congress Avenue National
Register Historic District.
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905 Congn-'ess Avenue
1874-2004

The building at 905 Congress Avenue is significant in Austin’s history as an early example of a
commercial business location. Its occupancy has reflected the changes of time over a period of
130 years by serving as home to a variety of establishments from shoe store to French
confectionary and ice cream parlor, newspaper office, drug store, plumbing company, bank, and
office building. Two Austin names stand out in its story — that of the city’s Qutstanding Citizen
of 1942, banker H. H. Luedecke, and its Most Worthy Citizen of 1954, architect Hugo Kuehne.

As an cxample of the Art Deco style of the 1920s and 30s, the building’s fagade is unsurpassed
on Congress Avenue. 905 Congress was designated as a contributing building in the Congress
Avenue Historic District on August 11, 1978.

Setting the Stage on Congress Avenue
Until the 1870s, Austin’s business district had been built out only as far as Eighth Street, with the

Old Capitol (1853-1881) initially set out to itself. Three events encouraged an Austin real estate
boom and development along Congress Avenue: the end of the Civil War in 1863, the arrival of
the Houston & Texas Central Railroad in December of 1871, and an 1872 election confirming
the city (population 4,428 in 1870) as the permanent site of the state’s capital.

A number of early 1870s improvements to Congress Avenue also enhanced growth. A water
works at the foot of Congress began to supply businesses with water at five cents a barrel. A city
council ordinance fixed street, gutter and sidewalk gradients; twelve-feet wide sidewalks were to
be paved with smooth stone. Gas lamps illuminated Congress Avenue beginning in July of 1874,
and the first mule-drawn streetcar traversed the Avenue in 1875.

The Committee on Finances had served the Republic of Texas in a lone, log government office
on the east side of Congress Avenue between Ash (9"‘) and Mulberry ( 10™) Streets, but few other
buildings of substance were added until the 1870s. In the late 1860s, Long’s Livery Stable was
built at the northeast corner of Congress Avenue and Ash (9"’) Street. By 1971, the second floor

of this building housed the Opera House.

From Shoe Store to Ice Cream Parlor & Confectionery ,
Hermann Green, a bookkeeper and salesman with Loomis & Christian Carpenters', bought the
south half of Lot #2, Block 111, from Charles Behnke in 1870". Green built an 18-inch thick
stone wall on the lot’s north line, about half the length of the 160-foot lot, and connected it to the
wall of Long’s Livery Stable and Opera House. " Between the two walls Green presumably
constructed the building he sold with the lot the following year, 1875, for $7,000 to Harvey
North. At the time it was a shoe store occupied by James Martin. "

North (1809-1881) was a wealthy New Orleans merchant who retired to Austin with his wife
Catherine (1834-1904) and built the chateau “Belleview Place™ (currently the Austin Women’s
Club) at the old rock quarry at Hickory (8') Street and San Antonio Street in 1874.

905 Congress Avenue History, Research by Phoebe Allen 8/17/04 2
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A few years later, the Daily Demoeratic Statesman was located in the former livery stable and, in
an article published on Jan. 3, 1879, the newspaper reveals the skills of a new tenant in 905

Congress and of the building's likely expansion to the rear of the lot, where an oven is shown on
an 1885 fire insurance map:*

“Mr. Prade, the French confectioner, yesterday moved into the Harvey North
building next to the Statesman. He now has enlarged facilities for carrying on an
extensive business and he proposes to do it. He is one of the very hest candy
manufacturers and cake makers in the South, he has decided to branch out.

[sic]™vi

“Mr. Prade, who has transferred his fancy bakery and confectionery to the next
door north of the Statesman office, is the most skillful cuisinier and faultless artist
in his department of the fine arts ever known in the capital. To him many ladies
were indebted for the chocolate cakes and other delicacies which nobody but an
educated Frenchman can prepare Mra Prade is an equally skillful confectioner
and is unsurpassed in the preparation of every delicacy for the table and tasteful
people who would have the choicest luxuries at any festival should not forget to
invoke the services of Mr. Prade."vii

By March, Prade was to “inaugurate the ice-cream season,viii and a soda fountain was added in
the following month. ™ The Prades divorced in 1881 and Julian remarried less than a year later,
but Prade’s Capital Candy Refinery and Ice Cream Parlor continued at the site even after
Catherine Harvey sold the property for $8,100 in May of 1883, two vears after her husband’s
death, to John B. Billeisen, a grocer and restaurateur.”

According to historian Mary Starr Barker, "Such inventions as air conditioning were underway
even then [1883], and J. Prade was running a steam engine which made ice cream and which also

nEl

air cooled his parlor,

From 1889 to 1893, Billeison®s Cuni‘eﬂiunery, Restaurant and Ladies Iee Cream Parlor, one
of only two ice cream parlors listed in the City Directory of 1889, replaced that of Prade,
advertising “meals to order at all hours.”™ B. and Minnie Billeison sold the property to A.S.
Walker in May of 1893.*"

Newspaper Office, Drug Store, Plumbing Company, and ‘The Mutual®
From 1895 to 1899, the Austin Statesman Puhlishing Company occupied the building, and
druggist George B. Lucas is listed as an occupant in 1903-04. Walker sold the property to Mary

Robinson in October of 1905 %"

From 1905 until 1926, John R, Donnelly’s plumbing and heating business was associated with
the building, he and Stephen F. White, who joined Donnelly & White Plumbing in 1909,
purchased the property from Ms. Robinson in 1921." Twining and Hancock-Austin Electric
Supply Company was also located in the building from 1905-07.

905 Congress Avenue History, Research by Phoebe Allen 8/17/04 3
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The years 1926 to 1950 mark a new era for the building at 905 Congress Avenue. Donnelly &
White sold the property to Mutual Deposit & Loan Company in September of 1926."" Banker
Fred Morse — who together ‘with nmghhor H.H. Luedecke and others had selected the first eleven
board members of the company in 1920 — wrote a history of the company in which he describes
the transition: “In the middle of 1926 the association had reached a size where it was deemed
advisable for it to purchase its own office building. Accordingly, when the site at 905 Congress
Avenue came on the market for 323,700 it was purchased and preparations made to move in. A
new vault was built and the building generally remodeled.”""

Morse continues, “In 1924 the Fidelity Mortgage Company, afterwards the Fidelity Trust
Company, was organized and up until 1940 it shared the building with the Mutual. Its officers
and directors were largely the same as those of the association. It took deposits, bought
mortgages, made automobile loans and personal loans, thus supplementing the lending of the
Mutual.” Early board members of the two organizations included such Austin family names as
Burleson, Ziller, Inglehart, Millican, Gracy, Moore, Drake, Shelley, and Wilkerson. H. H.
Luedecke, who had been on the board trom its inception, was elected president in early 1930.

Although the Depression had begun in 1929, the board voted in April of 1930 to “spend not to
exceed $13,000” for a new fagade. Plans for the Art Deco fagade were drawn up by Hugo Franz
Kuehne, an architect and Mutual director since 1920. According to Morse, “The Mutual
“~probably had the first modemistic front on the Avenue and the improvements came as a sort of a
celebration of the fact that the institution had reached one million dollars in assets.”™™ On
August 6, 1932, in honor of the firm’s 25" anniversary and attaining four million dollars in
assets, its name was changed to The Mutual Savings Institution. ™™

The Past Half-Century
Kuehne also drew up the plans for The Mutual’s new building at 1005 Congress, where the firm

moved in 1952, The building at 905 Congress was apparently vacant until 1953-57, when The
Manhattan Restaurant operated there under the direction of Florence and David Robhbins.

After a lengthy period of vacancy, the building experienced a second run in banking from 1962
through 1980 with Household Finance Corporation, a nationally held company. Managers
included P.J. McGarr, Hugh G. Fritsch, C.W. Cox, and Larenzo Ates. It was during this period,
on August 11, 1978, that the edifice was designated as a contributing building in the Congress
Avenue Historic District.

A major renovation was undertaken by owner Tom Ezell. circa 1981, when a bay window
replaced the second-story glass-block window of the f‘aq;a"ﬂc A metal canopy was added above
the door and plaster was removed from all interior walls, After a number of successive owners

A5-23

and uses, including a lengthy period as law offices of Charles and Joseph Babb and associates -

from 1985 through 1998, the property was sold on June 21, 2002, to the current owner-residents:
David W. Burgher Jr. and B. Diane Butler of Butler & Burgher, Appraisers; Lander Kyle
Lewallen; and Philip J. Crisara and Brad I. Nelsen of Nelsen Architecture, Nelsen Architecture

led efforts to return the fagade to its 1930 appearance.
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Key Biographies

Henry Herman Luedecke (1883-1971)
Born in Manor, Texas, Luedecke worked in his father’s hardware and implement store, Luedecke

spent about one year each at Southwestern University in Georgetown, Lutheran College in
Brenham, Cherokee Business College, and the San Antonio School of Business Administration.
Beginning in late 1902, he worked for W.T. Wroe and Sons, an Austin manufacturer of leather

goods, harnesses, saddles and shoe findings.

He married Lula May Abernathy in 1906 and moved into the Millet Opera House in Austin, but
soon thereafter purchased an interest in the Elgin Cotton Oil Company in Elgin, where he lived
until late 1910, After the death of his father-in-law, Luedecke assumed the management of
Abernathy’s Department Store in Pittsburg, Texas, where he was elected to the board of the
Pittsburg National Bank. The Luedeckes moved to Austin in1920 with a young son. Around
1921, he and Dave Moffatt formed the Luedecke-MofTatt Company, a department store located
at the northwest corner of Congress Avenue and Ninth Street. The business was sold in 1937,

In 1920 Luedecke and his neighbor, Fred C. Morse, organized “one of the earliest Building &
Loan companies chartered under Texas law,™" The Mutual Building and Loan Company, which
he served as both president and chairman of the board for many vears. In 1923, The Mutual
Building & Loan changed its name to The Mutual Deposit and Loan Company. Luedecke also
served as president of The Fidelity Mortgage Company (1923), later Fidelity Trust (1936) and
then Fidehty State Bank (1940). In 1945, the Mutual Deposit & Loan Company changed to the
Mutual Savings Institution, with Luedecke as chairman of the board. In 1955, Fidelity State
Bank was re-chartered as City National Bank, with Luedecke as chairman and CEQ. He
remained active in both institutions until a few weeks before his death in 1971,

Luedecke’s philanthropic causes included the First Methodist Church, the Methodist Home for
Orphans in Waco, Seton Hospital, and local Community Fund drives. He served on the Austin
Public Library Commission from 1929-1952, and from 1931-33 served as chairman of the
building committee for the first Austin Public Library (now the Austin History Center), designed

by architect Hugo F. Kuehne.

Luedecke was active in the downtown Kiwanis Club (president 1925-26), the building
committee for the Texas Memorial Stadium in 1924, Community Chest (predecessor of United
Way), Chamber of Commerce board, and was an active proponent in the conversion of the city’s
charter to a city manager form of government. He was selected as Austin’s Outstanding Citizen
in 1942, He is credited with being one of the first two men in Austin who brought a School

Savings program to the public schools.

Luedecke and his wife had two sons: William Henry (b.1918) and George David (h.1924)
Luedecke.

Hugo Franz Kuehne (18584-1963)
A native of Austin, Kuehne attended Austin High School, received a bachelor’s degree in civil
engineering from the University of Texas in 1906, and a bachelor’s in architecture from the
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s
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1908. Subsequently he worked as a draftsman for G.
Henri Desmond, a Boston architect, before he was called back to Austin to organize an
architectural program in the UT College of Engineering.

The founder of the School of Architecture at UT, Kuehne served as an adjunct professor from
1910 to 1915 and founded the architecture library, which became one of the most important
collections in the country. His attempts to establish a Beaux-Arts design oriented curriculum
were not well aceepted by the engineering department, and after four years he left for private
practice, working as the principal in several firms over the vears. He married Sybil Glass in
1923; they had two children and lived at 500 East 32nd Street. He was in partnership with his
son when he retired in 1961.

Kuehne was president of the Central Texas Chapter of the American Institute of Architects
(1943), a director of the Texas Society of Architects, and an AIA Fellow (1944). He was
involved in the master plans for the Enfield suburb in 1915, and in the development of Austin’s
first master plan in 1928, Kuehne was designated Austin’s Most Worthy Citizen of 1954 for his
31 years of service in city planning, zoning and parks commissions. He was an incorporator of
the Mutual Building and Loan Association and served for many vears as a director of The
Mutual Savings and Loan Association as well as Fidelity Mortgage Company/Fidelity State
Bank/City National Bank.

Kuehne is probably best known for the Old Austin Library (1933), now the Austin History
Center, at 400 West Ninth Street, designed in the Renaissance revival style in smooth cream
limestone laid in ashlar masonry. Although many of his drawings and designs are on file there,
there are no architectural records for 905 Congress Avenue at the History Center. Kuehne also
designed The Tavern (1916) at Lamar and 15" Streets for Niles Graham, a home and dog park at
1012 Edgecliff Terrace in Travis Heights for Ollie Norwood, the Ben M. Barker Georgian
Revival House at 3215 Duval (1921), Bohn Brothers at 517 Congress Avenue (1929), the Steck
building at 419 Congress (1932), the Finch House at 3312 Duval (1945), Commodore Perry
Hotel (1950, the Texas Department of Public Safety Building (1952) at 5728 Burnet Road, the
UT Coop, buildings for the Austin State Hospital, and public schools throughout the state.

Architectural Description

The two-story building's cream-white limestone fagade, designed in 1930 by Hugo Kuehne, is in
the fashionable Art Deco style popularized by Hollywood movie sets. The building’s two-story,
temple front form, inspired by the temples of Greek and Roman antiquity, was used almost
exclusively for banks during the first three decades of the 20" Century. The fagade depicts a
linear, streamlined composition with an emphasis on vertical, geometric form, complimented by
stylized floral designs in bas-relief in the same material as the building. The Art Deco style
imposed on the temple front strives for medernity and artistic expression to compliment the
Machine Age, with an emphasis on the future rather than the past.

Divided into three vertical sections, the identical right and left flanks of the front fagade depict
flat Greek columns, each with five flutes in parallel straight lines. A narrow, recessed vertical
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A5-25




Austin History Conter

window of solid giass?a metal frame is set to each side of the door, perched atop each
column’s flat base. The recessed central section features a large, square window of plate glass n
a black, anodized, divided metal frame under the parapet line. Below the window is a repetitive
floral motif in bas-relief carved into four vertical panels, two on either side of a central linear
motif. The pattern repeats in each panel, with the two side panels being somewhat smaller than
the two inner panels, Below the {loral design is a recessed doorway, with glass and metal door
and a steel canopy. Light fixtures rest above the canopy and above each of the two side windows.
The upper parapet is also tripartite and features a geometrical design of flat rectangles. The entire
width of the parapet is underlined with a horizontal band of stylized floral design. The numbers
“905" are lettered in black in the central, recessed rectangle of the parapet.

The remaining three load-bearing walls are of rubble stone similar to those found throughout
Congress Avenue. The south wall is not visible from the exterior. Three original windows in the
second story of the rear, north wall, are visible from the alley. The north and south walls are 18
inches thick. Each window is topped with a stacked-stone, segmented arch. The rear fagade of
the building features a wide carriage doorway with a wooden door, topped with a segmented
stone arch. The recessed entry on the left side of the rear fagade features an arched entry on the
first floor, and an arched opening on the second floor. An iron gate secures the rear entry, Each
of two windows above the carriage doorway has a small balcony with a metal railing.

Architectural Changes noted in Photos and on Sanborn Maps

Built circa 1875, the building originally had a brick fagade with 3 windows. Photos from 1881
(C00399, C0918, and PICA 27386) indicate a sidewalk awning slanting toward the street and
anchored by four posts, with three shuttered windows on the second floor, An 1885 Sanborn map
indicates occupancy by a confectionery and bakery; an oven is indicated at the rear wall. The
map shows a stair along the south wall at the front entry and one at the rear entry, The back half
of the building is narrower than the front half, with a covered walkway and windows facing an

interior courtyard that opens to Ninth Street,

The 1889 Sanborm map lists occupancy as lce Cream and Candy Storefront, with a kitchen
indicated in the back half of the building. The oven is still present. Three skylights and a
stairway are shown in the front central area, now with no stairway along the entry’s south wall,
A stairway is now shown within the kitchen area off adjacent courtyard.

An 1894 Sanbom map indicates the building is vacant, Three skylights are still shown, but there
is no stairwell in the front section. A 1900 Sanbom map indicates a stairwell along the south wall
of the front section as in 1885 map, but no skylights. A notation indicates “oven not used," and
no occupancy is listed. A photo (C00228) from circa 1900 gives some indication of a balcony

over the sidewalk canopy, but it is not clear.

A 1924 photo (from city file on 907 Congress; also PICA 02517) shows three upper windows
with four ornate, projecting brackets (echoing those on the adjacent comer building) cresting the
comice, presumably added afier Donnelly and White purchased the building in 1921, The
sidewalk awning appears essentially unchanged.
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Kuehne's Art Deco faq_a?e_was added in 1930-31, and a number of interior changes were made.
A 1935 Sanborn map indicates occupancy by a bank in the front section of the building, with
storage on the first floor and offices on the second floor of the rear half of building, which is still
a more narrow section than front half. No oven is shown. Three skylights are indicated along the
south wall of the front section. The 1935/61 Sanborn map indicates the front section is air
conditioned with “3 WG SKYLTS,” and a deck is shown at the rear of the front half of the
building. The rear half now extends to the full width of the lot all the way back to the alley.
Photos from this period (PICA 25458) show marble furnishings in the bank and a balcony on the
second floor level about midway toward the back of the building.

In The Manhattan Restaurant period, 1953-57, only the signage appears changed, with a cloth
sidewalk canopy added.

Tom Ezell was responsible for a major renovation circa 1981, when a bay window replaced the
second-story glass-block window of the fagade. Ezell added a metal canopy above the door and
exposed all interior stone walls, removing plaster upstairs and down. He also added upstairs
windows and an atrium in the back, off the alley, open to the second floor.

Capitol Commerce Reporter signage was added circa 1999, perhaps with other modifications to
the fagade.

In 2002-03, the current owners re-exposed the upstairs skylight and removed the bay window,
replacing it with a window space more similar to that of the Art Deco period. In order to increase
available light, plate-glass units in black anodized metal frames were used instead of the glass
blocks of the Thirties. The 1981 pink entry canopy was replaced with a streamlined steel canopy,
and lights were added above the canopy and the two side windows. The three original, interior

stone walls are still exposed.

905 Congress Avenue History, Research by Phoebe Allen 81704 B
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OUR SECOND BUILDING
905 CONGRESS

1930s photograph of the building showing the original glass block window on the second
story.
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A Limited History of 905 Congress

1885 The building appears on the fire insurance map for 1883, 1t shows a stair along the south wall at
the entry, The building seems to be composed of several segments, The front segment is the full
width of the loi while the back segments are not. There is a covered walk along the thinner back
section which may also be a walk for a second storey. The covered walk faces o courtyard that
opens to 9" Street. An oven is noted as heing along the back wall,

1889 The building is Jabeled on the fire insuronce map as a store for ice cream and candy. A somewhat
processional stair is shown in the center of the front area as are three skylights down the center.
There is a Kitchen in the middle and an oven along the back wall.

1894 The building shows up on the lire insurance map.

1900 The building shows up on the fire insurance map, and the stair in the front appears at location
shown on 1885 map. “Oven not used™ note appears,

1935 The building shows up on the fire insurance map as a bank in the front with storage in the back on
the first floor and oflices on the second floor. Three skylights are shown in the front along the
south wall.

1959 Front is listed on the fire insurance map as “AIR COND™ with “WG SKYL'TS™. A deck appears
Just behind the front office. The back is built to the full width of (he lol, ail the way back to the
alley. The first pictures found are from the 1950%s, The limestone fagade that is there today is
shown, with some exceplion. The second floor window is glass block but does not project as the
window does today. A restaurant called The Manhattan seems 1o inhabit the space and has 1 blade
sign suspended from the south pilaster and a canvas canopy suspended with tie rods. There is no
sign at the top of the fagade as there is today.

1970 The picture from 1970 shows a new hlade sign for “Houschold Finanee™ in the same location as
the restaurant sign from the 50°s. The second floor window is not altered from the 50's, In place
ol'the long suspended canopy is a flat canopy that spans between the pilasters and bows oul but
projects little beyond them. The canopy has a sculpled metal faseia, probably aluminum or
stainfess steel. There may be bars on the first floor side windows. The entry is a storefront door
with panic hardware and is framed against the north end of the opening with a plate glass window
that may have bars behind it Lilling the rest of the space,

1971 Inthe photo from 1971, the vantage point is limited, but the building appears unchanged.
1976 The building appears unchanged.

2002 A number of changes appear. The canopy has been replaced with a blue painted metal one which
is faceted instead of curved and uses a different lascin profile 1t also has a radial sloped top with
standing seam metal panels. The blade sign is removed, There is @ metal plate sign mounted at
the top of the fagade. The second Noor window now has a faceted semicireular projection, painted
blue except lor the glass block and the stucee soffil. The projection has a radial sloped top with
standing seams, similar o the canopy below. The side windaws do nat appear 1o have bars. The
entry is a centered glass door with metalwork, Glass block 1ills the space vn each side of the door
framez .




