D.12-1
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DECEMBER 14, 2020
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2020-0494
4310 ROSEDALE AVENUE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a garage of undetermined age and construct a new garage.

ARCHITECTURE

The garage is a one-story, square-plan, pyramidal-roofed frame structure.

RESEARCH

This the home that Kenneth and Mildred Threadgill lived in from around 1945 until around
1984. Kenneth Threadgill was a legend in Austin’s music history, as the proprietor of a gas
station/beer joint on North Lamar Boulevard, where he hosted jam sessions among Austin’s
musicians, including the young Janis Joplin, who made her stage debut at Threadgill’s before
moving to San Francisco.

This application is to provide the Commission with an opportunity to review changes to the
site with an eye on a potential recommendation for landmark designation for the Threadgill
house.

STAFF COMMENTS
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The house is beyond the limit of any city survey to date.

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined
that the house meets the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code:

a.

Architecture. The house is a 1930s stone-veneered cottage that embodies a
vernacular style and material that is increasingly rare in Austin. The original
part of the house is intact, but it does have a dormer addition to the front roof
that 1s compatible with the design of the house, as well as a two-story addition
to the rear which is not visible from the street and does not affect the historic
appearance of the house. Despite the modifications, the house satisfies the
criterion for architectural significance.

Historical association. The house was the long-time home of Kenneth and
Mildred Threadgill, who lived here from the mid-1940s until the mid-1980s.
Kenneth Threadgill is an icon in Austin music history as the proprietor of a
service station and beer joint that offered music and provided an opportunity
for young singers, such as Janis Joplin, to perform. The house qualifies for
landmark designation for its associations with Kenneth Threadgill.
Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image,
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic
group.

Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve the application to demolish the existing garage and construct the new garage, and
consider initiation of a historic zoning case to preserve the house and help commemorate the
contributions of Ken Threadgill to the history of Austin.
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N [777) SUBJECT TRACT NOTIFICATIONS

[ CASE#  PR-20-167148
- PENDING CASE LOCATION: 4310 Rosedale Ave.

=
L — . ZONING BOUNDARY

This preduct is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.

1 "= 1 51 ! This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No wamanty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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4310 Rosedale Avenue

1959

February, 2019 view



View showing the dormer and rear additions to the house (2019)

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
4310 Rosedale Avenue

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
May, 2018

1992 Terry F. Pruitt, renter
No occupation listed

1985-86 Vacant

1981 J. Kenneth Threadgill, owner
Retired
1977 J. Kenneth Threadgill, owner
Retired
1973 J. Kenneth and Mildred G. Threadgill, owners

Proprietor, Threadgill’s (not listed in the directory)

1968 J. Kenneth and Mildred G. Threadgill, owners
Proprietor, Threadgill’s, beer, 6416 N. Lamar Boulevard.
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1965 J. Kenneth and Mildred G. Threadgill, owners

Proprietor, Threadgill's, beer, 6416 N. Lamar Boulevard.
1961 John K. and Mildred G. Threadgill, owners

Proprietor, Threadgill's, beer, 6416 N. Lamar Boulevard.
1957 Kenneth and Mildred G. Threadgill, owners

Proprietor, Threadgill's, beer, 6416 N. Lamar Boulevard.
1953 Kenneth and Mildred G. Threadgill, owners

Proprietor, Threadgill’s, filling station, 6416 N. Lamar Boulevard.
1949 Kenneth and Mildred G. Threadgill, owners

Proprietor, Threadgill's Service Station, 6416 Georgetown Road.
1947 John K. and Mildred G. Threadgill, owners

Proprietor, Threadgill's Service Station, 6302 Georgetown Road.
1944-45 R.D. and Alma Swearingen, owners

Instructor

NOTE: Kenneth and Mildred Threadgill are not listed in the directory.

1941 Walter E. and Alma P. Willmon, renters
Pipefitter

1940 Walter E. and Alma P. Willmon, renters
Pipefitter

1939 The address is not listed in the directory.

NOTE: Walter and Billie Willmon are listed at 1106 Rose Street, Apartment B.
He was a pipefitter.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:

Walter E. and Alma P. Willmon (ca. 1940 — ca. 1943)

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Walter E. and Alma P. Willmon as the renters of the house at 1103
Taylor Street in Austin. Walter E. Willmon was 29, had been born in Texas, and was a plumber
doing construction work. Alma P. Willmon was also 29, had been born in Texas, and had no
occupation listed. They had no children listed with them.

Walter E. Willmon’s 1954 death certificate shows that he was living in El Paso, Texas, where he
was a plumber. He died from a gunshot wound in his chest in what was described as an apparent
suicide.

Kenneth and Mildred Threadgill (ca. 1945 — ca. 1984)

Kenneth Threadgill appears in the 1920 U.S. Census as the 10-year old son of John E. and Lou
Threadgill of Beaumont, Texas. Kenneth had been born in Texas, and was the 3™ of John E. and
Lou’s four children listed, all sons. John E. Threadgill was a Mississippi-born minister of the
gospel. Lou Threadgill was born in Texas and had no occupation listed. Kenneth's two older
brothers worked in the oil industry, the oldest as a boilermaker at a refinery, and the next as a
laborer in the oilfield.
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Kenneth and Mildred Threadgill are listed in the 1930 U.S. Census as Joe and Mildred Threadgill.
They were living with Mildred’s mother, Mrs. Ida S. Johnson, at 2202 Lindell Avenue in Austin, a
house she owned. Joe [sic] Threadgill was 20, had been born in Texas, and was a surveyor.
Mildred Threadgill, 19, had been born in Texas and had no occupation listed. They had no
children listed with them.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows John K. and Mildred E. Threadgill living in a house they owned in
Justice Precinct 4 of Travis County; their house was worth $2,800. John K. Threadgill was 30,
had been born in Texas, and was the proprietor of a filling station. Mildred E. Threadgill was 29,
had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. They had two daughters: Kay E., 8; and
Rebecca L., 6. Both girls had been born in Texas.

Mildred Elizabeth Threadgill was living in this house at the time of her death in 1976. She was
born in 1910 in Austin and was a housewife. John Kenneth Threadgilll was born in Peniel, Hunt
County, Texas in 1909 and died in Austin in 1987.

B

S e -
Kenneth Threadgill with Janis Joplin (1970)

Kenneth Threadgill

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Kenneth Threadgill (September 12, 1909 — March 20, 1987) was a country singer and tavern owner,
who mentored the early Austin folk music scene that included Janis Joplin. He also lent his name to
two nationally famous restaurant/bar venues.

Early Life & Yodeling

Born John Kenneth Threadgill in Peniel, Texas. His father was an itinerant minister who worked
between Hunt County, Texas and New Mexico. The family lived in Beaumont and in 1923 moved to
Austin, where Threadgill attended Austin High School. Later he met mentor and idol, Jimmie Rodgers
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while working at the Tivoli Theater in Beaumont. Backstage, Threadgill impressed Rodgers with his
yodeling and eventually Threadgill incorporated yodeling into his country singing act to create his own
popular style.

Threadgill's Tavern

In 1933 he moved back to Austin and began working at a Gulf service station on North Lamar
Boulevard. In December when Prohibition ended Threadgill bought the establishment, secured the
first post-Prohibition beer license in Austin and opened it as Threadgill's Tavern. Threadgill and his
wife, Mildred (Greer), ran the restaurant and tavern until World War II, when they closed for a few
years. While Threadgill worked as a welder for the war effort, the music did not totally stop. When
Hank Williams came through Austin and did a show at the Dessau Dance Hall, northeast of Austin,
Threadgill was there. Hank was late, so Kenneth took the stage and was singing "Lovesick Blues"
when Hank arrived. Hank came onstage and finished the show.

By the mid forties Threadgill was selling soft drinks and beer while his friends played and sang hillbilly
blues. In the mid fifties groups of local musicians were coming every week to play, and Threadgill
would pay them with two rounds of free beer. This tradition of paying singers with tavern fare was
echoed later in the 'Sitting and Singing for Supper' sessions. In the beginning there was no stage and
performers played sitting amongst the customers. A microphone connected to a little amp would be
passed around to performers. Eventually Threadgill installed a sound system and musicians would
wait in the back for their turn.

Post World War II & Janis Joplin

After World War Il Threadgill's Tavern reopened and UT students came to the tavern to hear Threadgill
and his Hootenanny Hoots play. Threadgill's open-mic nights became popular and helped form the
basis of the fledgling singer-songwriter community in Austin. Two musicians from the Hootenanny
Hoots, encountered Janis Joplin while driving in Austin and invited her to Threadgill's. She came and
sangtand soon Joplin became the star attraction for the Wednesday open-mic. Eventually she became
a close friend of Kenneth and his wife Mildred. In 1970 a concert near Oak Hill was held to celebrate
Threadgill's birthday. Janis Joplin, who by this time was a major star, had been in Hawaii the day
before, canceled a $15,000 appearance to fly to Austin for the occasion. Joplin and Threadgill sang
and danced for the crowd. Threadgill's birthday picnic was noted in the Congressional Record when
Congressman J.J. Pickle called Threadgill the "Father of Austin Country Music".2After Mildred's death
in 1974, Threadgill closed the club and later sold it to Eddie Wilson, the owner of the Armadillo World
Headquarters. Wilson reopened Threadgill’s as a restaurant on December 31, 1981. As late as June
1983 Threadgill continued to entertain at the restaurant, singing and yodeling on most Wednesdays
evenings.

Music and Movie

In the early 1980s, Threadgill and Willie Nelson appeared together and sang in the movie Honeysuckle
Rose. In September 1981 "Silver Haired Daddy" with Renee Best, Steve Mendell, Bill and Bonnie
Hearne and Johnny Gimble was released on Armadillo Records. It was recorded at Onion Audio and
produced by Michael J. Osborne and Hank Alrich.@ His work showed the early influences of Jimmie
Rodgers ballads and Al Jolson movies, which could be seen in his singing and dancing. Some of his
best-known songs were "Silver-Haired Daddy of Mine," and "T for Texas, T for Tennessee."

Death and legacy

Threadgill died of a pulmonary embolism on March 20, 1987, at Brackenridge Hospital in Austin.IThe
city of Greenville (which annexed Threadgill's hometown of Peniel in 1957) hosts the Kenneth
Threadgill Concert Series in his honor. He was inducted into the Austin Music Memorial in 2010. A
second Threadgill's opened as a restaurant by Eddie Wilson in 1996.[Kenneth Threadgill's reputation


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Threadgill#cite_note-tsha-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Threadgill#cite_note-tsha-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Threadgill#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Threadgill#cite_note-tsha-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Threadgill#cite_note-tsha-2
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for good food and great music continues in Austin according to Austin Chronicle music writer, Margaret
Moser.!

Let’s face it. No one ever would have said “Keep Austin Weird” if Threadgill’s hadn’t
made it weird in the first place.

When bootlegger and country music lover Kenneth Threadgill opened his Gulf filling
station just north of the Austin city limits in 1933, he had more on his mind than just
pumping gas. After all, just months before he had stood in line all night to be the first
person to own a beer license in the county. And soon after, his joint would become a
favorite for traveling musicians interested in grabbing a drink after their gigs.

The quintessential beer joint continued to flourish into the sixties, and changed with
the social climate of the era by inviting the folkies, hippies and beatniks to his
Wednesday night singing sessions with open arms. Threadgill’s love for people and
music smoothed out the conflicts that usually occurred when longhairs crossed paths
with rednecks, and because of this, a new culture tolerance emanated from the tavern,
which had a profound effect upon its patrons and the music that came from it.

Not to mention it was here that Janis Joplin developed her brassy style that would
propel her to become the first female rock and roll superstar.

After nearly succumbing to the wrecking ball, the original Threadgill’s site was saved
by legendary Austin City Councilman Lowell Lebermann Jr., and purchased by Eddie
Wilson, owner of the Armadillo World Headquarters. Wilson’s idea, however, was to
make Threadgill’s a Southern style restaurant, based on the success of the menu that
he offered at his kitchen at the Armadillo. So, on New Year’s Eve 1980, the
Armadillo closed, and on New Year’s Eve 1981, Threadgill’s opened as a restaurant.
It was an instant success.

In 1996, Threadgill’s World Headquarters was opened in south Austin, right beside
the residence of the Armadillo Headquarters. Wilson has made a distinction between
the two locations: the original location on North Lamar has the theme of Austin
between the 1930’s and the 1960’s. The south location celebrates the history of the
Armadillo and its salad days of the 1970’s. The memorabilia of the Headquarters



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Threadgill#cite_note-moser1-1
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represents the hey-day of this era from the juke box which contains many of the artists

who played the Armadillo, to the piano that hangs from the ceiling which has been
played by artists as diverse as Jerry Lee Lewis to Captain Beefheart.
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Threadgill

Country Music King Gets His Day



By GREG OLDS

Special Writer
Austin's major contribition
to “people music™ will be
honored Friday when Kenneth
Threadgill, the Tocal pattiarch
of country and folk music,
will receive expressions of
cratitede and love. Threadgili
has for nearly four decades
presided as  the benign
maestry of the local country
and folk music scene and has
put Austin on that map. INis
influence hps helped along
same nolable musical careers
ard has provided countless
"hours of enteriainment for
thousands of people,
The “K. T. Jubilee" will be
“held at the BRW party barn
from & p.m. to midnight oa
Friday. The barn Is near the
Oak Hill Interseclion of
highways 280 and 71. Tickets,
Iar §1, are on sals at the Split
Rail Inn, Bevo's Westside Tap
Noom, Discount Record Slore,
1ke Spanish Village and will
be available at the door.
Good country food will be
- tffered. Entertalnment will be
provided by Nance Lipcomb,
the black folk singer from
Navasola, Shiva's Head Band,
the popular focal rock group,
and the Nacogdoches
Bluegrass Group, which has
won accfaim {n  amafeur
circles here and elsewhere In
the stile. In the group are
" Slanley Alexander, a facully
member of Slephen F. Austin
University, who has often
perf{ormed In Austin
 Threadgill's Hootenanny
ffoots will also  play.
Musicians from Nashville and
San Francisco have made
plans to attend the jubiles and
goine sucprise  Euest
performances  are  expecled.
John  Henry  Faulk, the
- pationally  known  Austin
humorist, will emeee,
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He Inspired Janis

| pr e —
Operating oul of a humble
“rastle” on North Lamar,
Threadgitl, the king of Acstin
folk-country music has had a
hand in the careers of such
- musical luminaries ns Janls
Joplin and Powell St John.
But, even more thag that, he
i has inspirced countless lesser
known musicians 1o spread

: Threadgill iype of musie.
iPa:ﬂnlhrlritlH.lnll
these, the most tumulinous

and his Hootenaznny IHoats—

e e

whether ther are plasing st
the Split Rail Inm om Souih
Lamar or Theeadgill's 0ld pas
station on North Lamar —
draw such varied soris as
cedar  choppers,  hippies,
frateralty and sorority {ypes,
Boal ropers, rednecks, and
Jost plaln students and
townspeople. As by said In the
song ~Split Mail Inn* writlen
by Hools members Chuck and
Julie Jovce: “Split Rail Inn,
do you think they'li st you
in? Are you stralght, are you
hippie, are you Elan? XNo
maltter whal Your game,
there’s someone there Yo
blame, Il at closing Ume you
still cam take a stand.”
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The songs of Kenneth
Threadgill are out of the
nation’s recent past, a time of
relalive  stcial stabilily,
boundless optimism. He sngs,
among other numbers,
“Silver - Haired Daddy of
AMine," “There's a
Star-Spangled Banner Waving
Somewhere,” “Waiting for o
Train,"” “Down In the O
Cherry Qrchard,” T for
Texas, T [or Tennessee™
“Just Because,” and "It ls
No Secrel What God <Can
Do Patriotlsm, religion,
heritage, the simple and pood
lite. And somechow, even In
these tlmes of lost andceace,
the songs as performed Ly
Threadgill and the Hodts ring
{rue,

Threadetlls  “Stiver-Haived
Daddy™ is sung with the
deepst of feeling, the resull,
no doult, of his love for a
father who raised a good
famiy ard who travelled a
long and hard read lo preach
the word of his God. “Thore's
a SlarSpangled  Baoner
Waving Somewhere” I the
ultimate in pairiotic American
ballads from & period when
there was almost no doulil
aboul the mpurity of this
natdon's motwes, Threadpill
fmbues the sung with the
reverence he has for the
country, and probably with
the memory of some friends
he lost in World ‘War . Light
moments abound, tod, as in
“Just Pecause,” where he
takes off In a lively jiz step.
And then, each ewvening, as
the clock nears closing time,
there 1s “Ii Is No Secret
What Cod Can Do.”" Almost
inevitably this is preceded by
the apologla, "Folks, that old
clock on the wall has phout
cawpht up with us, We don®t
mzke these laws, we fost try
o get mlong with ‘em."

Probably the bLest-known
musfeians that Threadefll has
been associated with are
Janis Joplin &nd Powell St.
Jolin. Miss Foplin made her
first “public performance”
{“il you want to call it that,”
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Threadgill says) at the North
[amar gos stalion In 1962,
She, SI. John gnd lannie
Wigrins had 2 ire poing al
the time arourd Auslin,

“They were #sloging
bluegrass stufl,” Threadgll
recalls. “Powell wasnt loud
enpugh with his harmomica; I
put him on a microphone with
it a bit later and that was
Letier. Lannie played with us
a litde bit tut he didn't stay
long. Janls was playing an
autoharp in those days. Janis
played nround the pas station
a lile but she never really
did do any cood 1o speak o™

Threadgzill was born In Hunt
County, Texas, at Peniel, on
Sept, 12, 1909, the son of a
Mississippt man and a Texas
woman, e recounts that his
parents met when both were
fire years oM. The meeting
ogturred  in 1878 when
Crandfather Threadgill, on
his way Inlo Texas {rmm
Mis;issippl, passed by the
Spoonmore place near
Commerce In his coversd
wagon and stopped to water
his muoles. The  elder
Threadgill asked Spocnmore
if he could use a hand, Lhe
immigrant {hereupon took a
job at the Hunt County farm.
Twelve years later, at age I7,
the parenls of Eenneth
Threadgill were married, a
union that endured 63 Yyears,
until Mrs, Thregdgill died st
8L Her husband lived to be 8.
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Son of a Preacher
A et |
Kenneith, the ninth of 11
children, saw a pood deal of
Texas and a part of New
Mexico durinig his carly life,
lis father was a travelling
minister of the Church of the
Nararene. Most of Kenneth's
carlicst  vears woere  spent
in Junt County and fn New

Mexica.

In 191% the Threadgills
moved to Beaumont, where
Kenneth began school. Four
vears later the [amily moved
to Austin, which has been
Kenncth's home ever sinee,
f{is father became pastor of
tha loeal Mazarepe Church,
then located st the corner of
San Marcos and Spence
Streets but stace removed o
the north sdie.

Kenneth graduated from the
old City Junior High School
and, [n 1928, from Austin High
Schouol.

He returned that year to
Beaumont, a fatefol move for
him, 23 it turned oul. There it
was that he first met Jimmie
Rodgers, the great “father of
country music.” Threadgill
didn't talk much with Rodgers
durdng  those  Beaumont
meetings. Thelr scqualntance
would become established
awhile later, But It was Ir

i
!
E
i
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bad pgone te work — at
another theater that also was
on the Majestic circult that
Rodgzers  travelled, "I gol
aequainted with Jimmie In
1998, 1 was working at
Loew's State  Theater In
Houstun as a Ucket taker.
When Jimmie was playing
theee, he'd  arrive  early.
Ansbody could get acquainted
with him, so 1 did. This was
just a few years befare he
died on May 24, 193], while
still 2 young man. He died in
New York City, where he
worked recording.  They'd
refease a single record of his
cach menth,"

About this fime Threadaiil
maved back lo Austn and
opencd his place at &1§ North
Lamar, then called the Dallas
Highway. (The cily limils
were gut only o 45th Street in
these days.) He maintalned
his relalionship wilh Rodgers
until  that einper’s death.
Threadeill recalls that ence In
the carly "30s, Rodgers and
the famed comedian Wil
Todzers appeared at the Austin
airport  {then located  just
north of Threadgill's place on
Lamar) 1o raise money in

behall of the victims of a -

fluod at San Saba. Will told a
few jokes, Jimmie sang 8 few
sofigs, then the hat was
passed for San Saba.

The Threadgill Place
quickly became o music
cemer, Threadgill po! Travis
County’s first beer license fn
Detember, 1933 (having a few
years before done o hit of
Prohibition-age  bootlegging,
though he Is inspecifie abaut
this), His place echoed weekly
with the sound of good
“people musie™  Threadgill
says it took him a good white
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o pel over heing
“giage-frizhtened,” but
clearly he got beyond that.

Recalling  how  music
became an Institution 2t hix
Austin place  Threadgill
savs:"Defore the war (World
War I} we used o have a
fella here in town named Pop
Wheeler and his wile. He was
an 014 hass man. Her name
was Mildmd Womsaek: she
played piana. They made little
dances here  around  town
They got ‘em a little grotp
tagether. Thes had a Mexican
feller by the name of Jop
Raman, He played fiddie. We
stased open all night those
days. That was legal far a
number of vears bock in the
*1;. That was when beer
came back in. I didn't have a
kev lo the Iront door there for
nine years. We'd slay open
24 hars A day,

“But, amway, thevid pay
other places amd when they
got done thev'd come out to
our plare and play. They'd
usually cet out thers about 1,
2 o'clock, when other places
had closed up, T had 2 Jittle
hand that plared out there.
There'd Be music all nipht
leng, Thal's how music got
started there,

“When the  Second Worldy
war broke oul we more or
less shut down. [ was working -
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as a weider right where the
American-Stalesman 15 new.
I worked for the U.5. Amuy
Englneers repalring
equipment like  ponloon
bridges, caterplllars,
draglines, ond all that stufl
Just before that I went fo
work owt st the magnesium
plunt, ot where Balcones
Research Cenler is row, alse
for the Army Engincers.

*I had plenty of work to do
rizht here. 1 never did have o
fo out of town to weld, We
spent the war right  here,
living at my place on XNorth
Lamar. [ had sold my house,
taken my physical, 1 was T-a,
and waz resdy fo po. But [
was retline o deferment
cvery 9 davs because [ was
working on that welding."

ot long after the war

CThreadgill  reopened  his
tovern. In that period he met
Dojores and the Dleebonnet
Boys, whom he describes as
“one of the real olddime
donee  bands, Joe Casile,
Johnmy Tloss, Dolores and Lep

- apd Aubry Cox did more to
teach me alwust music than
anybody [ have ever known. T
made a recording with (hem
‘Atean Mama Blues.'

“I alse had the geod forlune

 to sing with various other
froups aboui this time, Jesse
James and Al the Dows,
Harry ‘Jale Blon' Choate
Alan Rommel and ne
Gobilen West Plavhoys, and
aihers. Also, as a guest T sone
with Floyd Tillman, Ermest
Tubb, Moon 3Mulfican, Hen
Christian and Jerry Jericho.,™
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A particularly fond memory
of Threadgill's centers arounid
a night whep cownolry music

great Hank Williams was 1o
perform al Dessau Hall near
Pllugerville after o concert in
Austin, “Honk was late
getting there and the crowd
was pelling  fidpety., BMrs.
Hallie Price asked me to foin
their band and sing some of
Hank's songs. 1 wag up on the
bandstand singing ‘Lovesick
Blues' when Hank walked in.
He just stood there and
listened and then we all had a
good time talking about our
likes in music.

“When the war ended some
of the guvs caume back from
averseas and we started up
the music fon North Lamar)
afain, Thepe was  Shordy
Zieger, me, and an old boy we
called Ole; his pame was
Petersen, @ Swede boy, We
had a one-legeed fella plaving
the [iddie for us, [Herman
Thomspon, He's still around
bt [ don't see him very often.
Shorty don't play much these
days., He's oul there some
Wednesday  nighits  now,
playing the muitar a litile bit
amd then he hands the pultar
to his litde boy, Plaved all
around with me: he was
playing when Powell St. John
worked with us.

“After the war we had to
play on Wednesday nights
enly; belore, it had been on
Fridays for a long time before
that, But we just didat have
any room for people on
weekends after  the  war,”
Threadgill recalls.
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Threadpill  visited  with
Rodgers' widow amd  sang
some of the late singer's
sonps for her. “After seeing
she liked the way ] sang her
hushand’s somzs 1 decided to
sce what 1 could do away
from my own place.”

By this time Threadpill's
popmlarity had grown lo the
extent that, a few years ago,
an effort was made to provide
him & weekend outler, Zieger
and Bl Neely (who learned
his  puitar playing from .
Rodgers persomally and then
had joined {he Threadgill |
circle) approached Rob Bass,
who had  just  assumed
ownership ol the Split Rail
Inn on South Lamar near the
river. He agreed 1o let
Threadpgill play there
weckends, *It was just an old
shed Gyl there,” Threadgill
recalls, “with a few picnic
tables. We'd play out there
amd it'd get so durn cold dur.
ing the winter time we'd have
o go inside. We started five
years ngo at the Rail. 4 nom-
ber of us have played oul

there: the musicians have

come and pone until we've |
gutten dawn to us four™ i

The four are Threadgill,
Chuck and Julie Joyce and
Bert McGuire, Chuck is a
printer a1 the American-States-
man, an excillng vocallst, ond
an accomplished electric gui-
tarist. His wife, Julie, {s &
good singer and plavs the
standand fuitar with a com-
pelling  verve and rhythm.
Bert, the Lkeable and locitum

ad,! gttt thay gronp,

ke the_ rest of ihe Hoot-

egonny Heofs, an able musi-
cian and 1s ecapable of doiny
an enjoyable singing job. He
is best known for his rendi-
tion of *Felsom Prison Blues,™

The Threadgill career was
tlimaxed in 198, when he and
the Hoaats were Inviled fo par-
Nivipale in the acnual New-

: partyFalf Festival

hg simal
honar in their Iie:i'altwm
the bipoest Thing we were ever
in, Threpdgill savs. Rov
Acuff, A couniry muosic great,
was there at the same iime
and told Threadgill he'd nev.
«r been in anvthing bigrer.

Threadgill says, “They treat-

D.12-20



o us like long-Inst kinfolks.”
At Newpart the [Tools were re-
ceived  enthusiastically, win-
mng a starding ovation from
a crowd of 21.000.

There |5 a8 monument 1o
Jimmie Redoers in that sing-
or's notive Meridian, Missis.
sip, which Is also hig hu."r.ﬂ

. wo 1bs rmon:
ument seom fo applé fust As
well 10 Auwstin's Kenneth
Threadamil:

“His is the muslc of Amer-
ica. He =ong the aongs of e
prople ©ie loved; of a young
nalion growing string. His was
an America of glistening ranls,

i
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ndering baxcars, and rain-
wepl  nights; of lopesome
prairies, rreat mountains and
high blue sky. e sang of the
bayois and the cotton fields,
the whealed platns: of litlle
towns, the cities, and the wind-
ing Tivers of America, We
listered. ue und-:-rsrlmri."

Story on the life and career of Kenneth Threadglll
Austin American-Statesman, July 5, 1970

THREADGILL, Mrs. Mildred Elizabeth, 66, 4310
Rosedale, died Sunday, Services 10 a.m. Tuesday at
Weed-Corley Funeral Home. Survivers: husband,

Kenneth Threadpill of Austin;

daughters,

Kay

Banks of San Antonio, Dolly Maxwell of Conrae,
Becky Thompson of mﬁlln sister, Dorothy G.
Bowling of San Antanio; five granddaubhicrs five
great-granddaughters.

Death notice for Mildred Threadgill
Austin American-Statesman, November 8, 1976

JB_S e V. walden

- -
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Rogedale B

4310 hosedade Ave,

Roek veneer res. & frame garage

1/16/39 =~

255n
4

Buildiné permit for the construction of this house (1939)
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>1 g WATER SERVICE PERMIT = No 119384
_ - ’% : - Austin, Texas * . o 7
James V. Walden = ¢ . - o Zan 19, 1939

aRecewed of‘ : S : i Date_
- 4310 HRosedale - : ) i

, '\’W;Avddress._; : 7 15 Yexe LA ' : .
£ < wo an - T . ‘ 2.50 '
-~ Amount.. — o s 0N T
. Frey " ; S 3 .
Plumber " Lo foin-Size of Tap ... 2 . |
' / ' & i [ ;
Date of Connection ,// ,217?/ /9 7 " ' P N }}\
s | PN k
2Size of Tap Made o, Fgne N Q
s ~ )7 . RINEN v
. ,Sue‘Servwe Made 7 i \‘f\\ A A ﬁ(%
Szze Mam Tapped. @, _\RXQ\ t{ A N ~N
& From Front Prop. Li a(’ s R AR N, - ™N FP\ h\\
) p. Line to Curb Cock T \ S X \\ & K ] y \ 'l\\;
From AS. Prop. Line to Curb C’ock/f / SRR\ : “\\xh % N \ {‘ gi\\\ N
Location of Meter.. £ z#d247 ) . r\ @\“\\\ \g- \ N N [\ ‘ %
Tune of. P B S\\& § NS N ’
ype of Box..._. A S 2 ek §\\ N 5 S
Depth-of Main in St._.. : /, £ = SRR3R, E = § w a "»§'2 =
Z 28R ;32023 EIRLE
Depth of Service Line gi‘?‘ﬂ@@@ai%%@ﬁgh‘ﬁ‘mﬁkﬁm
- From Curb Cock to Tap on Mam___sf:', _________ R \ , \1-@1&‘ \( \i l[ '\ AN
Checked by Engr. Dept._ 8- 52 j? £ 12 Dol o ' !

INDAONEE . :
Water service permit for this address (1939)

City records indicate a permit to construct second-story additions and other modifications to the
house in 1993 and in 2008.
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¥ ROSEDALE

72 _
[rrcidd 2.

The stone-veneered house appears on the 196?Sanborn map. Earlier maps do not show this
section of the neighborhood.
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