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Project History



Project Connect System Plan (2016-2019)
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• Tiered screening process
• Helped define preferred characteristics of 

the Orange Line:
• Alignment (where does it run?)
• Transitway Type (on, above, or below the 

street?)
• Mode (Bus Rapid Transit or Light Rail 

Transit?)
• Selection of Locally Preferred Alternative 

(LPA)

Alternatives Analysis (2019-2020)
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• The proposed Orange Line would be a 
north/south transit line.

• Would provide high-capacity service within 
dedicated transitways.

• Would operate along the existing 801 route. 
Funding from Prop A would deliver initial light 
rail transit (LRT) service from North Lamar 
Transit Center to Stassney. 

• Up to 22 stations are planned along the route, 
with service every 10-15 minutes.

The Orange Line Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA)
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Travel Time

Tech Ridge

Tech Ridge

South Congress 
Transit Center

Slaughter

Slaughter

Republic Square

UT

Republic Square

1) Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2018 5-yr Estimates
2) Source: CAMPO
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Orange Line LPA Design and Service
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20 Miles and 22 Stations

Connections to 47 Capital Metro Routes

System Connections
2 connections to LRT routes
1 connection to MetroRail routes
6 connections to MetroRapid routes

Orange Line
Car in Rush Hour

Orange Line
Car in Rush Hour

Orange Line
Car in Rush Hour

Orange Line
Car in Rush Hour

54 minutes

45 minutes

1 h 20 m
33 minutes

1 hour
25 minutes

33 minutes
23 minutes

Ridership
Weekday Ridership (2040)
54,000 – 74,400

Demographics1

Zero Car Households in Station Areas
3,400 | 8%
Individuals in Poverty in Station Areas
21,900 | 23%
Minorities in Station Areas
45,700 | 48%

Employment within ½ mile
Total Employees (2045)2

262,597

Environmental
Vehicle Miles Traveled Reduction
107.8 million fewer miles annually
Greenhouse Gas Reduction
42,800 tons fewer annually



Referendum 



November 2020: Proposition A 
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November 2020: Proposition B 
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• $460M general obligation 
bonds for active 
transportation and 
pedestrian infrastructure

• Sidewalks, urban trails, 
bikeways, safety/vision zero, 
SRTS, etc.

• Enhance connectivity and 
complement transit 
investment secured by 
Project Connect (Prop A)

• Designed and delivered in 
concerted effort with Project 
Connect 



Project Connect Program
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FTA

Capital 
Metro

Agencies Stakeholders

Public



Project Connect Sequence Plan 
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Preliminary Engineering &
Environmental Review Process



JUNE 2020

ORANGE LINE LPA 
ADOPTED

Project Implementation
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Referendum passed Scoping Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS)

Ongoing Public Engagement and Involvement

Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) and 
Record of Decision (ROD)

Final design and 
contracting

Construction begins Service and operations 
testing

Light rail service begins

NEPA

Fall 2020

2023 thru 2024 2024 thru 2028 2028/2029

2021 thru 2022

*Schedule subject to change.



Cooperating and Participating Agencies

CONSTRUCT locally preferred alternative

In addition to FTA and Capital Metro, local, regional, state, and federal regulatory 
agencies are invited to participate in the NEPA process.

LOCAL REGIONAL STATE FEDERALTRIBAL NATIONS
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Build Alternative Details
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Elevated station over Rundberg Lane 
and crossing over I-35 between Tech 
Ridge Park & Ride and Parmer Station

Various segment and station profiles 
between MLK Dr and Crestview 
Station under deliberation

Street level transitway around 
Capitol West to comply with Capitol 
View Corridor height restrictions

Underground transitway through 
Downtown from Wooldridge Square 
to Lady Bird Lake

Various segment profiles crossing Lady Bird 
Lake and station profiles at Auditorium 
Shores Station under deliberation

Elevated transitway to cross 
US 290/SH 71 at the South 
Congress Transit Center



Transportation Impacts & 
Station Area Analysis
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• Existing and planned pedestrian facilities & gaps

• ½ Mile Buffer

• Pedestrian opportunities and constraints

• Existing and planned bicycle facilities and gaps

• 3 Mile buffer

• Bicycle opportunities and constraints



Transportation Impacts & 
Station Area Analysis
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The Project Connect Community Office is located at 
607 Congress Ave.
Office is currently closed due to COVID-19 
restrictions. Stay tuned for updates.

Visit ProjectConnect.com
We value your input. Sign up to receive updates or 
learn about upcoming meetings.

Follow us on Twitter @CapMetroATX

Join us on Facebook.com/CapitalMetro



Thanks for joining us.
Visit ProjectConnect.com for more information.
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