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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
MAY 24,2021
PR-2021-049619
307 E.2™’ STREET

PROPOSAL

Relocate a house of uncertain age to 1200 Paul Teresa Saldana Street in East Austin.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story L-plan frame house with single and double 4:4 windows; a partial-width shed-roofed independent porch on turned
wood posts; asbestos siding; ornamental bracketwork in the tympanum of the projecting front gable.

RESEARCH

The house currently at 307 E. 2™ Street was moved on to the site from an unknown location around 1928 by Leonard and
Vida East , who lived here for the rest of their lives. They had previously lived at other addresses in the same neighborhood,
which had been an upper middle class neighborhood for many years before it began to decline with the conversion of many
of the large, old houses into boarding houses and small hotels. At one time, Andrew Zilker, the prominent local ice
merchant, lived at the west end of this block.

Leonard and Vida East appear to have moved this house into the neighborhood around 1928 from an unknown location. It
was one of the more modest houses in the neighborhood, but appears to have been fairly closely aligned with the other
houses in the area in terms of age.

Leonard East came to Austin from Lampasas in 1913 and established a wagon yard near the north end of the Congress
Avenue bridge in the 100 block of Colorado Street. His wagon yard soon became one of the largest in Austin, and East
began to expand his business to include the purchase of agricultural products, such as chickens, turkeys, ducks, guinea hens,
hides, eggs, pecans, and other produce that local farmers would offer for trade. East also had an extensive ranch and raised
cattle for resale at his Austin stores. Soon, East began to focus his business on buying local produce from area farmers for
sale in Austin. For many years, East advertised in the local newspapers that he would buy local poultry, pecans, eggs, and
other items. He began selling poultry to local restaurants and hotels, as well as opening a store, at first at his wagon yard
location between 1% and 2" streets on Colorado Street, then to a larger location at 8" Street and East Avenue (now IH-35).
His businesses were very prominent in Austin, providing fresh produce, meats, eggs, and poultry to Austin citizens, as well
as providing a buying from local farmers. He was an extremely prominent figure in the agricultural economy of Austin and
central Texas’ agricultural community until his death in 1969; his son Alvin continues the family poultry business to local
restaurants and supermarkets to this day from their current location on E. 5" Street.

STAFF COMMENTS

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity and has the promise of restoration if this relocation permit is approved.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it meets two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building is a turn of the 20™ century vernacular wing-and-gable plan that retains a high degree
of integrity. While this is a fairly common form in older Austin neighborhoods, this house reflects a particularly
good example, and displays architectural ornamentation that emphasize the architectural character of this house.
The Leonard and Vida East House meets the chis criterion for land mark designation.

b. Historical association. The property was the home of Leonard and Vida East from 1928 until their deaths
(Leonard in1969 and Vida in 1977). Leonard was a very prominent businessman in Austin from the mid-1910s
until today, when the business continues to be operated by their son, Alvin East. Leonard East’s first business
was a wagonyard at 1% and Colorado Streets; he then established the city’s largest produce and poultry market,
buying agricultural products from area farmers and selling them to citizens of the city of Austin. Leonard East
was a leader in the marketing of local agricultural products. The Leonard and Vida East House meets this
criterion for significant historical associations with a prominent figure in the history of Austin and central Texas.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.
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d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant feature
that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group. This house is one of the last remnants (along with a couple houses east of Red River Street
on E. 3" Street) of a once-thriving upper middle class neighborhood in the lower east side of downtown Austin.
However, the context of this house changed so dramatically over the past 70 years that it serves the best interests
of celebrating and interpreting this house to move this house to a more suitable location and use that will better
ensure its preservation.
e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve the permit to relocate and grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the restoration of this house. The proposed
new location will be adjacent to a park and community garden; it will be restored to its historic appearance, and has the
potential to interpret this house as an important chapter in the history of Austin. Staff recognizes that relocation of this
house from its historic location is not the best preservation practice but this Commission has approved the relocation of
other historic houses, and then designated them as historic landmarks, to encourage and ensure their preservation,
principally the Roy Thomas House from its original site on Hemphill Park to San Antonio Street, the relocation of the
University C-Op offices from West Campus to Shoal Cliff Court, and the relocation of the Lavada Durst house from E.
4™ Street to E.21% Street, all with the goal of promoting the preservation of these important historic landmarks,
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N "] SUBJECT TRACT NOTIFICATIONS

[ TireNDING casE CASE#: GF 21-060215

-1 LOCATION:307 E 2ND STREET
| I ZONING BOUNDARY

[
]| -
This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,

engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.

This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is made ~DED
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

307 E. 2" Street
Probably moved onto this site ca. 1928 from an unknown location
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2017 photograph courtesy Google Streetview

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
307 E. 2" Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
February, 2021

1985-86 Knight Real Estate Corporation

Robert E. and Betty B. Knight, proprietors
1981 Knight Real Estate Corporation

Robert E. and Betty B. Knight, proprietors
1977 Vacant
1973 Vida H. East (not listed as owner)

Widow, Leonard East

No occupation listed
NOTE: Alvin G. East was the owner of L. East Produce, wholesale poultry, 706 E. 8" Street.

1968 Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners



1962

1959

1955

1952

1949

1947

1944-45

1941

1939

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

1927
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Proprietor (with Alvin G. East), L East Produce, wholesale poultry, 706 E. 8" Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor (with Alvin G. East), L East Produce, wholesale poultry, 706 E. 8" Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor (with Alvin G. East and Jewel E. Wolf), L East Produce, wholesale poultry, 706 E. 8"
Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor (with Alvin G. East), L East Produce, wholesale poultry 706 E. 8" Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor (with Alvin G. East), L East Produce, wholesale poultry, 700-06 E. 8™ Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor (with Alvin G East and Jewel E. Wolf), L East Produce, groceries and produce, 706 E.
8th Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor (with Alvin C. East), L East Produce, groceries, 706 E. 8" Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor, L East Produce Company, groceries, 700-06 E. 8™ Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor, L East Produce Company, groceries, meats and produce, 103-05 Colorado Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor, L East Produce Company, 103 Colorado Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor, L. East Produce Company, 103 Colorado Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor, L East Produce Company, groceries, meats, wholesale and retail, turkeys, poultry,
eggs, butter, ducks, pecans, guineas, geese, furs and hides, 103-05 Colorado Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor, L East Produce Company, groceries, meats, wholesale and retail, turkeys, poultry,
eggs, butter, ducks, pecans, guineas, geese, furs and hides, 102 W. 2" Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor, L East Produce Company, groceries, meats, wholesale and retail, turkeys, poultry,
eggs, butter, ducks, pecans, guineas, geese, furs and hides, 102 W. 2" Street.

Leonard C. and Vida H. East, owners
Proprietor, L East Produce Company, groceries, meats, wholesale and retail, turkeys, poultry,
eggs, butter, ducks, pecans, guineas, geese, furs, mohair and hides, 102 W. 2™ Street.

The address is not listed in the directory. The directory shows a 305 E. 2" Street, which is
depicted on the 1900 Sanborn map, and a 309 E. 2™ Street, also depicted on the 1900 map. It
is very possible that the current house was moved onto the site around 1928, but from an unknown
location.
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NOTE: Leonard C. and Vida H. East are listed at 204 E. 2" Street, in the next block west (between Brazos and
San Jacinto). The 1935 Sanborn map shows this as a two-story wood house with a large one-story rear addition
with a large side porch. It does not appear on the 1900 Sanborn map.

NOTE: The following entries follow Leonard C. and Vida East in their residences prior to moving into
the house at 307 E. 2"¢ Street:

1924

1922

1920

1918

1916

JACINTO

The Easts lived at 407 E. 3 Street. He was the proprietor of a wagon yard at 102 W. 2" Street.

Leonard and Vida East lived at 407 E. 3™ Street. He was the proprietor of a wood and wagon
yard at 506 and 509 E. 5™ Street.

The Easts lived at 205 E. 2" Street. He was the proprietor of a wagon yard at 509 E. 5" Street.
Leonard and Vida East lived at 205 E. 2" Street; he had no occupation listed.

Leonard East is not listed in the directory.
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The 1900 Sanborn map shows a different house on this site. The lot had houses addressed as 305 and 307 E.

2nd Street.
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the house with its arent configuration and current address. It appears as a
wood frame house with no synthetic siding.
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The house appears in its current configuration and with its current address on the 1961 Sanborn map. The
map indicates that the house has asbestos siding.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES
Leonard C. and Vida H. East (ca. 1928 — ca. 1977)
Leonard East married Vida Henderson in Lampasas, Texas in October, 1905.

Leonard and Vida East appear in the 1910 U.S. Census of Burnet County, Texas, where they rented a farm.
Leonard East was 25, had been born in Texas, and was a general farmer. Vida East was 24, had been born in
Texas, and had no occupation listed. They had a son, Alvin G., 3; and a daughter, Altha, almost 2. The
household also included a hired man, Frank Day, 16, who had been born in Texas and is listed as a farm laborer.

The 1920 U.S. Census shows Leonard and Vida East as the renters of the house at 205 E. 2" Street. Leonard
East was 37, had been born in Texas, and was the manager of a produce company. Vida East was 35, had
been born in Tennessee, and had no occupation listed. They had a son, Alvin, 13, and a daughter, Jewel, 11,
both of whom had been born in Texas. Also in the household were three of Leonard’s brothers: Earnest East
39, the manager of a produce company; Malcolm East, 29, a salesman for a produce company; and Jasper East,
26, a manager of a produce company; additionally the household included a nephew, Clovis East 21, a salesman
for a produce company. All of the family members had been born in Texas.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Leonard and Vida East as the owners of this house, which was worth $3,500. As
a comparison, Andrew J. and Rose Zilker lived next door at 301 E. 2" Street, in a house that was worth $15,000.
Leonard East was 46, had been born in Texas to a Tennessee-born father and a Texas-born mother, and was
the proprietor of a produce business. Vida East was 44, had been born in Texas to a Tennessee-born father
and a Texas-born mother, and had no occupation listed. They had a son, Alvin, 23, who had been born in Texas
and is listed as a book-keeper for the produce company. The Easts had 6 roomers at this address as well:
Raymond Dearing, 28, a Texas-born auto mechanic; Henry Gordon, 19, a Texas-born electrician; Berney
Dooley, 17, who had been born in Texas and was a surveyor for the city; Ollie Wilford, 21, who had been born
in Texas and was a laborer for the produce company; Floyd Henderson, 18, who had been born in Texas and
was a laborer for the produce company; and Benita Williams, 19, who had been born in Texas, and was an
beauty operator.

Leonard and Vida East appear at this address in the 1940 U.S. Census; their house was worth $5,000. Leonard
East was 56, had been born in Texas, and was the proprietor of a produce company. Vida East was 54, had
been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. Also in the household was Floyd Henderson, their 27-year
old Texas-born nephew who worked as a truck driver for a stockyard, and their daughter, Jewel Mitchell, a 31-
year old Texas-born divorcee who worked as a stenographer at the produce company. Jewel Mitchell had two
young daughters, both of whom had been born in Texas: Vida Lucille, 11; and Juanita, L., 9.

His 1942 World War |l draft registration card shows that Leonard East as living at this address. He was born in
Lavaca County, Texas in May, 1882 and was self-employed with a business address of 103 Colorado Street in
Austin. He was 5°-9” tall, weighed 155 pounds, and had a light complexion with gray hair and blue eyes. He
had a scar on the middle finger of his left hand.



L. EAST PRODUCE COMPANY
IN SERVICE HERE 12 YEARS

One of tha best knewn Drnduc-‘q growing business,

firme In Central Texas {8 that of
1. East Froduce company, which

Coeecunies a commodlous Bullding at

102 IWest Flpst street ond which
hundles all type of produce placed
an the local tnarkeb

This establlslment was founded
more than 12 years age by L. Lozt
and thiroush the years t(his business
has grown untll the {lrm moved
into larger quarters about gl
months ago to accun]nmdﬂtﬂ the

A numbsr of
new chieken coop and other oquip-
ment were added [0 erder to handle
the large whelesale eorders for
poultry. )

The East {irm handles wool, mo-

hair, pecans, raw  furs, chickens,
egzs, butter—in faet, anything In

produecs (hat the furmer has Lo 2ell,
Both & wholesale and retall busi-
tiess 12 conducted by the firm and
freo dellverles are made Lo any part
of (he clty,

Business page story“c-)'n the L East Produce Company
Austin Statesman, February 9, 1929

D.8-9



[ EAGT PRODUGE
FORECASTa BlG
TURKEY GROP

Preparations for handllng a rec-
ord turkey crop during the pre-
Thankeglving and pre-Christmas
buylng secasons are being made by

L, East, owner of the L. East Pro-

duca company, one of the old estab-
Iished busineszes in Austin,

Mr. East has theroughly famillar-
ized himself with the produce busi-
ness in Austin through the many
seasons he has handled the busi-
ness of this sgectlon through his
piant here, and will give the same
careful attention to handling amall
offerings that will be glven to the
handling of large lots rer:elvc-d ot
hiz plant.

Furs of all kinds nrlglna.tlng in
this territory, chickens, eggs and
pecans, are handled through the L.
Enst Produce company, and Mr.
East makes every effort to keep
the Austln market just as favor-
able to producers of lheaa com-
modities as posaible. !

Throvgh long established connec-
tiens with eastern buyvers, Mr, East
fs in positlon to wield a preat denl
of influence, in the handling of pro-
duce orlginating in thls sectlon, He
has endeavored to glve every ns-
slstance possible to producers In
finding an outlet for their offer-
Ings, and Is rendering this service
by paying hls customers just as
much as the markets will allow
for all produce dellvercd to his
placa of business.

-~
Description of L. East’s business

Austin Statesman, October 26, 1929

D.8—-10
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ST PRODCE
M SEMVE
1

An Auslin firm which hay gepvidl
this ety and Cantrnl Texas fn the
retiall and wholesale peodioen Lusl-
nern for nearly a acore of yenrn i9
the 1. Fast Prodoce company fecnl-
ed At 102 Wost Secom] atreet,

Farmera of thn Centenl Terxns ter-
ritory have camn fo Ar, Fast's flrm
for maony years and sohd to Jilm
thelr ahirkena, titrkeys, opea, Tildes,
fure, peeans amd olther produes in
ACH RO,

In turn the retall eustomiees in
Auatin hove bouebt thelr dressed
pronliey and other el iffes Dromn
the Fast firm.

The Fast firm offera n splenlil
pervies to fhe hedisewlves gl dde-
alre the Luest I pouliey,.  Henws, -
ey sud olhier pumnaltey are o pesa)
free for the howsewives who desire
it arn] delivery Ia muonde to any part
af the clitv,  The hausewipd mps
wedeel the poulley allve nt the spjes-
rontn ar may rlmply telephons lier
order and the frm will hamlle 1
satisfnriorily,

Posilea serving the retodl teade,
thre 1., East P'ruduce company an-
nunliy ships turkeys fn eaviond Inta
to the eastern markets duping the
Thankegiving and Christmns Liolldoy
!.F'Hﬂﬂh_l.

Thls flrm, eatablished aboat 15
yvears ago hy 1. Fast, pazrs Wigliest

market prices o the farmea,
} A

Booster article for L. East Produce Company
Austin Statesman, January 31, 1931

The L. East Produce Company Has Formal Opening
L East Produce. Will Serve Food And Drinks To Visitors Saturday




. The L. East Producs company
will have its forma! opening in ita
‘new store, 103-B Colornde atreet,
from § o'clock In the morning un-
1 9 o'glock at night, Eaturday,
‘Oet, 36, I. East, owner, and Alvin
‘Eapt, manager, extend an fnvita-
“flom to the publle to nmttend the
.epening on this date

“ Keeplng step with progressive
“Austin, the L. Bast I'roduce com-
‘pAny haos_enlarged and Improved
‘itm store, Tn celebration of the
'progress that has made this pos-
“sible, the manngement wiil rerve
food and drinka to all who vislt the
{new wivre Saturday., There will
‘e many dellghtful surprises In
“tood bargalna for homemakers, who
“ars particularly urged to sce the
»food displays Saturday,

© The mew store has a 15§ foot
":I!rnnu“. giving customers smple
Yparking room. The bullding ls 156

‘by 56 fest, which provides plenty
‘ef mpace for grocery and poultry
departments, The Interlor Intaste-
fully decoraledd, tha color scheme of

VETROND nn:_l white belng ured effec- 1

tively,

Anmong the new and modern fea-
tures of the store ie the refrigera.
tion svateni. Thia consista of two
vaults, one 3 hy 30 fest and the
nther 14 by 10 feet. The aystem
ix provided by the Amrrican Serve
Ire company, and {s consldered one
et tha most up-to-date In the elty.
I"ruits, wvepeinbfes, meat, egEm,
poultry, eic, are kept o these
vaylis, nesuring thelr fréeshness At
all times,

Mr. Den Plercs s in ehargs of
the meat department. Mr Plerce
has been merving a eelect, high
cleas publie In Austin durling the
past i5 yenrs, He ia well scqualnt-
‘ed with this part of the businean,

and will keep all Xinde of cholce
_hltn.ll in the department,

! Mr, John Boyd is manager of the
| grocery department.  Mr, Hayd
Lknoaws Bla grocerles, having been
In the husineas 20 years In Austin,
He will choose only the freshest
|:m-,| finest vegetablies, frulte, cans
ined goodn, ete., for his department,

[l has twa able assistants, whn

a
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cifer courteous attemtlon to the
buyxing publle,

The firm haa enlarged the ponliry
department, adding new batterles
rf chickens and turkevs. 1t will
rontlnue to glve the same  high
clnsy meryice In this department,
Chickena amil turkeys  may  be
rhoren, aml while the parchaser is
buying her grocerles, the chicken

pared for cooking, This service s

glven without ehnrge. There are
five emploves whio do nothlng else
Lut kU1 and ecut up chickens,

Right row, the T. East Produce

sompany Pas n nles selection of |

duchs, peese and puineas for thosn
who prefer these instemd of  Lore-
keys amel ehichrns, A suppply of
thess nre kept an hand all the thne,

Mr, East recontly moved to the
ww loration ot 103.6  Coloradoe
alreet Teome his old  location, 162
Weat Hecond street, wheee he hal
heen I businesy many years, Coine
ug te Austin from Luompasam 18
wears nEn, ME st owent inte the
rattte taislness, whivhh  he  atill

¥
eoniinnes, Mo supplivs lils slore

vAarioua ranchea nrar Atistline 1w
perconnlly superviges the seloctlon
and fattenit of all cottle that be
wella, Those who buy meala ot
the L. IZnst PProduce company Hnow
that Lir offers only the beat In the
micat Ine,

i Weanchlng ont Zrom cattle ralis-
|
Cinaz, he went fnto the poultry Dusf-

 moesr, which he han eontinued for
(the Inst 1§ years, About three yeats
‘Ago he enlarged his businers agnin
by putting In A grocery mtora and
menl miackel. Steady growth bhas
tiecessliated his moving Into larger
nuarters, and the giviog 1o tha
mabllc A wider wvarlety of foods to
aplact from,

D.8-13
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Mre. Enst will have n cordinl wels

coima for thoan whe will eome to
Iir store Enturday, On otherdays,
there Wil be alelivery servics In
the three tracks ihnt nre used by
the flrm,

Tha Ta Eaat Produesa company
#lilps sdressed Lickeys to the eant-
e tnarkers for Thanksgiving and
Chrigtnuy trofe,  The  flem also
findles wonls, mobalr, and hides,
atl shipa A number of earloadn of
proiiis every sersont

That the prulile mny Kriow 6 tha
nunerons Hnes of activity that the
Lo East Peelico colipnny ehguges
Inn. tha ptiblle & ngajn Invited to
¥'eit the npnew ators, 103-5 Colo-
rado atroet,

. NEW HOME OF L. EAST PRODUCE CO.




D.8-15

L. EAST PRODUCE (0.

INVITES ALL AUSTIN TO ATTEND

THE FORMAL OPENING
OF THEIR NEW STORE AT

103-105 Colorado Street

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28 th

From 9 a. m. Until 9 p. m.

GROWING WITH AUSTIN

We are indeed proud to invite you to visit this newest and most modern food store in Austin, Our grocery
stock has been doubled, and the vegetable line Is complete. We have the largest refrigeration facilities of any
private store in the city, including one vault from which you may serve yourself. Qur meat box is 14 feet hy 14

feet. Two display meat counters, 14 feet in length, fake care of our variety of meats, We have enlarged and
improved our pouliry department.

Be convinced that this is the greatest food store in Austin. Come down and
see for yourself, We will serve plenty lo eat and drink all day. FREE lo all.

TO OUR MANY FARMER FRIENDS

" Make this your headquarlers while in Austin, Meet your friends and neighbors here and ask uvs to serve
you in any way we might be able to do so. We pay cash for chickens, turkeys, cggs, ducks, geese, guineas, pe-
cans, wool, mohair, beeswax and hides, We especinlly ask you to see us when you have vegelables and fresh
butter to sell. Be sure that you are with us Saturday.

IF I'T*S GOOD TO EAT, WE HAVE IT WE HAVE IT IF IT'S GOOD TO EAT

Full-page story on the opening of L East Produce Company’s new headquarters at 103-05 Colorado Street
Austin Statesman, October 27, 1933
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EAST FIRM SENDG
- YULE GREETING
0 PATAON:

Greetlngs of the Chtistmas sen-
aon are extembed this weeli by Le
Liart. pwner, aml Alvin ast, map-
ager, of the L. BEast Produce comes
pany. uie of Austin's best kKnown

produce flrms, to thelp patrotts o
Austin and Cemtral Toexos,

The L. lZagt 'roduce company, |
tocated fn ita now larse guariers |
at Ied-ls Culomunle  stieet, fe-.
mifeds ita  custopers thar 1t b=
rendy to supplr  the  wade with
turkews and othep pouliey fop the
Christigas and  New Yeoar dinner
fables,  Patrens are invibed fo get
thelr ordera  dn early Lo dnsute
profpt ok satisfactmy sepvive
during the rush of tho hotiday sea-
SO,

The Bast Lo also oadntoiis
hWome grosvor ndd boe =L bitered
meats of ol kimis.  Tlhe gpacker bs
fn charece af Hen o Pleree, ope of
Anstli's Lest konowp marketmen,
Mr. Flerce, for 26 Aears, Wis jssos
cinted with the mucket of 1. I8
Peiee & Hrother, and inviles his
fermer patrons to vistt him ag the
Enst mardet.

Te round eut that Chrlstmns
and MNew Trnr dinner, the East
firm cffere a fresh line of vope-
taklen in eeazon from lts own vee- .
etable store. Al of the trimminks
for the turkey dloner may b ses
cured at the East firm which oj-
erates it8 own retall grocery store
under 1tha mame roof. 1o fact, the
hogeswifa may molect Doy turkey
and have It deliversd dressed pned
cult up ready for the roaster, oot
her wvesstables, and na  complets
stack of grocerfes and hread by
making one trip ta the IEnst firm.

L East Produce extends Christmas greetings
Austin Statesman, December 16, 1933

L.EAST PRODUCE..CO.. EAST..AVE. .AND_8th. FORMALLY. OPEN



" This week marks another. mile- nage, the chicken business becama
atene In the history of L. Enst Pre- . of greater Importance’ than Lhe
duce Co. with lho\ opentng of the wagon yard, which was eventunslly
firm's fine new building at 708 abandoned in order thal more con-
East 8th, centrated atlentlon could be glven
For 20 years the L. Enst Produca to the chicken business,
Co. has been actlve In business and From this meager beginning, the
clvie clrcles of Austin and Central = L. East Produce Company hns de-
Texas. The firm has ha! o color-  veloped into the most modern and
ful history, ‘FEstablished In 1015  best equipped business of its kind
by Leonnrd Enst, the compnny hnd In the entire rection. Beeause of
s orlgin as a wogon yard, at a fThidly increasing patronage, the

farming Interesis throughout (his fﬂrrpfl location at the corner of
gection. In his dnlly contact with Flrst Street nnd Colorado to their
formers, Mr, Enst, ns a convenlence Epaclous new bullding at 708 Enat

to his farmer patrohe, began the Bth. .
pracilce of buylng chickens to re- The new bullding affords much

greater floor space and the f] i
sell to Austin residenls, After » pae® an o orm

now m complele food market with
while, with the advent of the maotor  a large stock of highest grade staple

time when Austin wns the hub for firm- wns forced lo move from tha -
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and fancy croceries, a thirty-foot e
relrigerator meal cougler. and the . .0 -0l
most medern cooling system for

kecoing verciables just as crisp and
tasty as when first gathered from

the garden spots of the natlon -

Alvin East, son of L. East, Iy act-
Ing  manAger of tne nrm. Mr. ast §
glates \nat tne nirm was buut on » §
policy ot Inir dealing 1o tne 1Arm- |8
ers ot Central ‘Texas, offering high- 3§
est cash pl:lcu Tar poullry and eggs "
end affording s convenient ceniral
markel at-nll times, and L. East EAS

. Company wlll continue to pursue
the same poliey_in the new loca-
tion, where the most modern equip-
ment avallable has been installed
for the cleaning, dressing and re-
Arigeration of pouliry.

The L. East Produce Co. Is now
in n position to serve hoth clty real-
-dents and Ceritral Texas farmers : ek —
mate -efficiently than ever before. . ALVIN. }:,\5';['._-5:-'-2

9’ VEGETABLE _GARDEN'

oy = t' 'r\
RNy fm.

Bk ﬁ@"#m

COMPLETELY AIR CONDITIONED TO 65°-24 HOURS
A DAY — MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO OFFER OUR CUS-
TOMERS THE FINEST, FRESHEST FRUITS AND
VEGETABLES, |
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THE PUBLIC IS CORDIALLY
INVITED TO INSPECT OUR

UItra-Modern
POULTRY

Dressmg Plant

The Most
__Snttit'arr _
Of Its -Kind

Openlng of the new Iocatlon of L. East Produce at East Avenue and gt Street |
Austin Statesman, June 9, 1944

Veteran L. East Employe
Ret:res After 22 Years
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"Re‘t!rement ol Craton Plland =s
m employe ol the L. East Produce
Company after a service of 22 years
was ennounced Thursday by that|
flrm, -
& Craton has seen the East concern
grow from an almost  unknown
poultry buying station with slx
employes to a modern dressing
plant and complete shopplng center
employing 118 persons, '
£ Piland, now retired to live on his
rm in Del Valle, had been em-
ed by the Texas Company for
-ppumber of years at-a pecvice ala-
o' operated next door lo the Esst
Wegon Yard at 102 West Second
Etreet,
During turkey season L. Easl
ught and sold turkeys and each
ar this sctivity grew with an
employe added now and then, Cra-

n rela
Eln 1830, Cralon decided to joln
e East concern, At that time Alvin
East, he recalled, would rush into
the: place_from: school,- take . orders
for six or more ryers, dress them
and deliver them.
HrfWhen I began working the busi-
ness had grown to aix employes”
l;‘ntm recotnted. “Each meonth,
and more noticeably, cach year the
blsiness grew. Cnrs and Lrucks re-
placed mules and horses, The East
Wagon Yard hed become the L, Enst
Produce Company. A grocery slore
"J“ rdded to the business and more
loyes were necded,
e Increase in busginess called
-’iul.‘ mare room, iring the move
to 103 Colorada Strecl, where a
meat market and wgenh:la depart-
ment wers added, Operatlons con-
tinued there unii! 1043 when an-
other move became necessary.
“*Almost an entire block at Eighth
and East Avenue was purchased
and the bullding now occupled was
buflt. Instead of the hig pot for
scalding and the old tahle on which
tha chickens were pleked and
‘drawn, modern levment hes heen
lmtalla-d. A contihuous chhin carry-
ing the fryers from the killer,
through enormous sealding vats
and aulomatic , pleking machines
to-skilled workmen, each perform-
ing his job ss the chicken is cons
vayed on to the next workman has
been installed, '
SThis system makes It possible
!nr a crew of 30 or more persans

'working on the line to dress 1,200
‘ta 1400 {ryers an hour,

“It has been A pleasure and n
(privilege to have worked there all
.th:ic years, and 1 feel that 1 have
'iIn a small way helped In the
growth of the company, now u{n
erated by L. East, his son, Alvin
East, and his daughter, Mrs. Jewell
East Wolf, My best wishes fortheir
continued suceess will remnin with
them through the years.”

Story on the retirement of a veteran L. East Produce employee relates the history of the business
Austin Statesman, November 20, 1952



obout n borbecue, And a supper
given recently by MR. and MRS,
LEONARD EAST is a good ex-
ample, _

The Easts onnually open the
gates to their ranch on the shores
ol Lake Auslin for a fall barbe-
cue. Even Lo selting is Texan.
For the meal Is served out of
doors in view of the Inke, planted
crops nnd a few cattle feeding not
foo far away.

And proving the old adoge thal
Texns hospltality is the very best,
the whole East family down to
the great-grandchildren were on
hand to add their welcome.

Son, _ALVIN, was pm-hnas the
carllest on Lhe scenc os he are
rived literally lefore the dawn's
carly light to preside over the
huge pits where hundreds of
pounds of mutton and beel were
barbecued,

Several years ago the original
it was made obsolete by a grow-
ng pguest list, and todny the
newly constructed plts can cook
cnough meat for several hundred

people. _

By 6 o'clock the. coals, had
urned the meat to a crisp brown,
and the plalters were ready for
the guests, MRS, OSWALD WOLF,

pssisted at one of the tnbles in
serving the people, while her hus-
band had charge of the cold drink
stand and coflee urn, o
l'lhms. at’-L‘.'IN i%ﬂﬂ'wc!%umu{

¢ PUCsis ns . eppe ol
of the “taxi" st wagon, .The
car was another -iypically Texas
solution to a parking . situalion
which had grown along with the
Inerensed number of persons in at-
tendance. Gl

A Fnsture was converled inton
parking lot this year, and since
the area was several hundred
vards dislant from the dining
tables, the station’ wagon was put
in use {aking people to and from
thelr outes, * ..

The
lein Lasts, - MARY ANN and
DOROTHY, were-also occupied in
hostess duties as -they scurried
Ezgullg playing . with. the younger
sla, SR
Another granddaughler, MRS.
JIMMY BOULDIN, and her hus.
Joand arrived later, -adding the i

There is sumnlﬁl?m very Texan '

doughter of the Leonard Ensts,:

“young ‘daughters of the
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two - great-grandchildren on the
family treo to the list of those
present, :

" Young JAY BOULDIN was soon
busy gelting a . piggy-back ride
from his cousin, MARY ANN,
while his younger brother, LEON-
ARD WOLF BOULDIN, looked in
bewilderment at the crowd of
peoplo present.

There were friends of the Easls,
loo, who gave n friendly helping
hand for the evening,

Q. C. TAYLOR arrived bringing
a stenming pot of baked beans.
There were others whoe came
carrying cokes and cookies which
were served to guests along with
their coffec.

MR. and MRS, CARL WILSON
helped ont  whepever the necd
orose for somecong lo serve or
corry plates te and from the
‘| tables.

It was n cnsual sort of .ovening
where guesls could talk infor-
mally, and - COUNTY JUDGE
TOM JOHNSON, COUNTY AT.
TORNEY LES PROCTER and
GAME WARDEN GROVER SIMP-
SON got a chance to micet in-
-{formally oulside the courthouse
| for_once. -

Good food and conversation in
'lan open air, dinlng room were!
'|tha ingredients that went into the
evening which resulted in a truly
'|'Texan barbecue,

' . —Jl El

Society page column on the barbegﬁgthrown by Leonard and Vida East
Austin American-Statesman, October 24, 1954
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LEONARD EAST

East’s Ri_l;es
Scheduled

Tomorrow

Funeral for leonard C, East,
86, piomeer rancher and Austin

husinessman, will be Thursday
at 4 pm, at Weed-Corley
Funeral  llome. ‘The Tev,
Thewlore MeElroy, minister of,
the  MNyde Yark  Christian,
Church, will ofliciste, Durial
will be in Oakwowl Cemetery,

Moemorial  contribnlions may
bee marle to the Marshall Ford!
iame Assoctation or a Favorite!
rharity. |
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Fuast died at his home, 307,
East Second Street, Tuesday. He
hael beenr a resident of Austin
since 1513, coming here from
Lampasas. He was a pariner in
the L. East Produce Cumpany|!
and [Fpast Ranch, He was In
Iusiness here for the past 340
years, L
[ He was a member of the !
Marshall Ford Gamed
Association,  Texas L':atllpmnn:"
“Assoviation,  aml e 'I'ril'.*is:'
County Pecan Growers'
Assoviation. Fast moved the last’
bunch of cattle that erossed the
Congress Avenue Dridge, !

N |
survivors are his wile, Mrs,
Vitla Henderson East; daughter,’,
|Mr.-i, Oswalid (5. Woll; son, M\riu;
G. TFast, all of Awsting onc;,
brother, Jasper East, Austing},
three  sisters, Mrs, 0Ollieb
ISIItmnml el Mrs. Ethel
Tncock of Stn Antonio, Mrs.
‘Annie Vines of Eastland; four
“pranddanghters, Mrs, James IL]
‘Houidin, Mrs, 1larry AL HqutIIn,l
‘Mrs, AMlan Fielder and  Mrs.a
“Kenneth Aune, all of Austin, and!
seven great-grandehiidren,
i Pallbearers will be  Floyd,
jHenderson,  Ellon  Nutledge,
(Horace  Miller, Kenneth
Kramer, Douglas  Kullenberg
and Jim Doswell.

IZast entered the  Austini
husiness seepe In 1915 and at;
one lime he bossed the higgest!
wapon: yard in Texas on a site
(helween West First Steeet and.
[the Colorade River at the foot,
tof the Congress Avenue bridge. TI

[

——

Obituary of Leonard East
Austin Statesman, April 23, 1969

D.8-24



MRS, LEONARD
{VIDA) EAST
Mrs. Leonard (Vida)
East, age §2, 307 East Ind
Street, died Wednesday
at herresidence. She was
the widow of the [ale
Legnard East who found-
ed L. East Produce in
1915, and her son, Alvin
East, still operates the
business, Mrs. East had
been resident of Austin
since 1913, and was a
charter member of the
University Avenue
Church of Christ where
she was very active. Sho
was alse a member of the
Eastern Star and for
'many Yoars was asso-
ciated with Austin Mu-
jtual Life Insurance Com-
pany.

Survivors are a daugh-
fer, MFS. Dswald
G.Jewell) Wolf, Austing
son, Alvin G. East, Aus:
tin; brother, Wiley Hen-

derson, Austin; 4 sisters, |
Mrs.  Lucy Rutledge, |
Aystin, Mrs, E.J. Nobles,
Mrs, Elmer Cox, both of
Lampasas, and Mrs.
Ophia Barnes, Housten:
4 grandchildren, AArs.
James R, (Vida) Boul-
din, 5r., Mrs. Harvey N.
(Nita) Bouldin, 5r., Mrs.
Ken (Dorothy) Aune, all
of Austin, and Mrs. Allan
(Dorothy)  Flelder of
Leckhart; 11 great
grandchildren, and 1
greatareat grandehild.
Funeral services will
be 3:30 PM Friday at tha
Weed Corley  Funderal
Home with Minister Lan-
ny Henninger of the Uni-
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D.8 -26
| versity Avenue Church of
, Christ officiating. Burial
will be in OQakwood Cem-
otory.

Pallbearers will bo
James R, Bouldin, 5r.,
Harvey HNeal Bouldin,
Jr.. Leonard Welf Boul-
din, Thomas T. 5Smith
Jr., Kenneth Aune, all of
Austin, and Alan Fielder
of Lackhart,

The family requests
that memarials bo sent ta
the G.H.P., Showalter
Scholarship Fund, the
University Avenive
Church of Christ, 1903
University Avenue, Aus-
tin, Texas 78705.

Obituary of Vida East
Austin American-Statesman, June 17, 1977
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L. East Poultry

East Poultry was co-founded by Leonard C. East and his son Alvin G. East in 1313. Alvin helpad his father
establish the business as 2 young boy after they moved to Austin. The East's distributed poultry locally after
buying it from farmers and ranchers. Alvin took charge of the business in 1927. It grew to include a systematic
poultry dressing plant that procsszsed 25,000 chickens dzily. Today East Poultry focuses solely on the
distribution of fine poultry products.

The plant was moved in 1944 to the 700 block of E. 8th Street. whers part of the Austin Police Department is
now located. In 1974, it was moved again to its present location at 2615 E. 6th Street.

Mr. Alvin East remained active as Vice-President and Treasurar of the corporation wntil May of 1989, Alongside
Alvin during his finzal years with the company is the current Prasident of East Poultry, Kennesth 1. Aune, san-in-
law of the late Mr Alvin East. Ken has be=n part of East Poultry for over 40 y=ars. Ken's son, Brian Auns has
bean a part of the family owned businesz for over 20. East Poultry has been serving local area
businesses for over 100 years.

The East Poultry Company is still in business at 2615 E. 6™ Street in Austin
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