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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
MAY 24,2021
GF-21-067020
502 E.42ND STREET

PROPOSAL

Partially demolish and construct an addition to a ca. 1925 house.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

1) Partially demolish side and rear of residence, one porch column, and garage wall.

2) Construct an addition to the east side of the existing building. The proposed addition is one story with a flat roof,
cantilevered awning, undivided fixed windows, and stucco cladding.

3) Replace windows at the rear of the existing residence with single-hung 1:1 windows.

4) Add a skylight and roof extension at rear of existing building

5) Construct a plunge pool at rear.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story Craftsman bungalow with cross-gabled roof, exposed rafter tails, triangular knee braces, partial-width porch
supported by tapered columns atop brick bases, horizontal wood siding, and 1:1 mulled and single wood windows.

RESEARCH

502 East 42" Street was built around 1925 for Joseph J. and Ethel B. Brown. J. J. Brown, a World War I veteran, moved to
Austin in the early 1920s after working in Georgia as the president of the Cotton States Official Advisory Marketing Board
and the state Commissioner of Agriculture. Brown was appointed assistant director of the Agricultural Education department
of the Texas State Board of Education, then supervisor of the rehabilitation division. By the end of the 1930s, Brown had
risen to director of the Vocational Rehabilitation Division of the T. E. A., a position he held until at least 1957. During his
time as director, Brown advocated for increased state funding for disabled children’s education and expansion of the
vocational rehabilitation program. His wife, Ethel Brown, was a musician who taught lessons at the family home and served
as president of the Band Mothers’ Club at Austin High School.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects at potential historic landmarks. The following standards apply to the
proposed project:

1.1 Locate additions to the rear and sides of historic buildings to minimize visual impact.

1.2 Step back side additions from the front wall a distance that preserves the shape of the historic building from the primary
Street.

1.5 Minimize the loss of historic fabric by connecting additions to the existing building through the least possible invasive
location and means.

The proposed addition is located at the side and rear of the historic building. It is stepped back approximately half the length
of the historic building. The proposed addition’s location requires removal of part of the side porch.

2.1 Design an addition to complement the scale and massing of the historic building, including height. The addition must
appear subordinate to the historic building.

2.2 Minimize the appearance of the addition from the street faced by the historic building’s front wall. a. If the addition
connects to the historic building’s rear wall, step in the addition’s side walls at least one foot (1°) from the side walls of the
historic building. b. The historic building’s overall shape as viewed from the street must appear relatively unaltered.

The addition is complementary to the scale and massing of the building, though it is visible from the street and alters the
historic building’s overall shape.

3.1 Design additions to be compatible with and differentiated from the historic building, if they are visible from the street.
a. Design proportions and patterns such as window-to-wall area ratios, floor-to-floor heights, fenestration patterns, and



D.12-2

bay divisions to increase compatibility. b. Do not replicate the design or details of the existing building to a degree that the
addition might be mistaken as historic.

The proposed addition is appropriately differentiated by cladding and roof form, though its window-to-wall area ratios and
fenestration patterns are not compatible with those of the historic house.

4.1 If an addition will be visible from a street on the front or side, design its roof form and slope to complement the roof on
the historic building.

4.2 Use roof materials that match or have similar color, texture, and other visual qualities as the roof on the historic
building.

The proposed flat roof contrasts with the cross-gabled Craftsman roof form of the historic building.

5.1 If an addition will be visible from a street on the front or side, use exterior wall materials that are compatible with those
on the historic building, as well as with the character of the district, in scale, type, material, size, finish, and texture.

5.2 Differentiate the exterior wall materials of the addition from those of the historic building. This could be accomplished
by using different materials, using the same materials with different dimensions, or changing trim type or dimensions.
While the proposed addition’s stucco cladding differentiates it from the historic building, it is less compatible than wood
siding.

6.1 If an addition will be visible from a street on the front or side, use windows that are compatible with those on the existing
building in terms of material, fenestration pattern, size, proportion, configuration, and profile.

The proposed horizontal single windows and vertical mulled fixed windows are not compatible with the historic building’s
existing windows.

The project meets some applicable standards.

STAFF COMMENTS

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it may meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building is an example of the Craftsman style.

b. Historical association. The property appears to have historical associations with Joseph J. Brown.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant feature
that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve the application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

Google Street View, 2021
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Occupancy History
City Directory Research, April 2021
1959 Joe J. Brown, owner

1957 Joseph J. and Ethel Brown, owners
Director, State Education Agency

1955 Joseph J. and Ethel B. Brown, owners
State Division, Vocational Rehabilitation Department

1952 Joseph J. and Ethel Brown, owners
Director, State Department of Education

1949 Joseph J. and Ethel Brown, owners
Director of vocational rehabilitation, State Department of Education

1947 Joseph J. and Ethel Brown, owners
Director, rehabilitation division, State Board of Vocational Education

1944 Joseph J. Brown, owner
Director, vocational rehabilitation, State Board of Vocational Education

1941 Joseph J. and Ethel Brown, owners
Division director, State Department of Education

1939 Joseph J. and Ethel Brown, owners
Division director, State Education Department

1937 Joseph J. and Ethel Brown, owners
Director of Vocational Rehabilitation, State Department of Education

1935 Address not listed

1932 Joseph J. and Ethel Brown, owners
Supervisor, rehabilitation division State Board of Education

1929 Joseph J. and Ethel Brown, owners
Assistant director of Agriculture, State Department of Education

1927 Joseph J. and Ethel Brown, owners
Assistant director, Agricultural Education

1924 Address not listed



Biographical Information

COTTON STATES
GOVERNORS SAY
“HOLD COTTON™

By Associmted Press

ATLANTA, G, Nov., 23.—A J'uln_ll
proclamation signed by the Governoers:
of vigh! cotton Slates urging farmers,
merchants, bankers aml business men
to organize and hold votton for not Jess
than 25 cents u pound, midding basia,
wits issted bore loslght throegh J, J.
Brown, president of the cotlon Slates
oftivial advisory marketing hoard. The
prov-lifiation, an  lmdersement of (he
recommendations made by the board
hers on Nov, 7. termed such o pries
“paual to the cosl of production plus
u fodr profit.”

*The recenl heavy break in cotion
prives,” the  prociemotion  sadd,  “is
wholly anjustitfed by existing comli-
tirmas amdd the great disturbance inei-
dent o the break in the markel hoas
temporarily puralyzed the agricoliural;
arl  busipess nlerests of the South
amd entniled heavy loss to the colion
producer by reasoen of the price baeing
below the cost of production™

sSelling of cotten for 15 cenls woald
advocated only Lo et pressing ob-
lgations," and borrowing on Collen
rather than =elling it woas Iindursed,
Federal reserve bainks were called ugon f
Lo “be Jusl as lberal as consistent
with gowl  business in rediscounting
nutes s=ecured by cotlon™

The seeessity for the South produc-
g more fussd for men and snimals wos
sirussed In another part of the proc-
fmation which urged smmaller sotion
seredge next Venr and more planting
of feed and feodsiulls,

The proviamation,
iovernors of Texas, Georgia, South
Corolinn, Arkansns, Norib Carolina,
Misxissippi, Alnlwmois  amed  Flerida,
vrged that ecounty and school districis
In eieeh Stale be organized.,

The adwigory board addsal o slato-
ment saving the bears in (he market
tare tryving to frighten™ the Sowtlern
cotten holders, declaring that “Federnl
fixlng of colton prices s dead,” ond
concluding: “Hold vour nerve--act o
yOUr sons dld wt the front In Fronee—
el the piralos they shall not  poss™

slpgned by tha

Cotton States Board
Meets in New Orleans

Hon, J. J. Brown, Commissioner of
Agriculture of Georgin and president
of the Cotton States Official Advisory
Marketing Doard, has announced the
annunl meeting of the board will be
held in New Orleans on Jan. 13, for
the purpose of electing officers for
1919 and with its experience with thc
1917 and 1918 cotton crops make such
ruleg and changes a8 are necessary Lo
make the work more effeclive and
vlogser co-ordinate the forces of tho
South for permanency and effective-
noss,

SYome of the members think that
while the world witl tikely need onll
of the cotton the South can possibly
produce in 1313, that inusmuch a3 cer-
tain spinners and bear speculnlors
wlll insist there iy a surplus of . cot-
ton when there is really a- famine, the
crop had better be reduced Lo the
starving point and effectively wipe oul
their habit of talking surplus and
manipulating figures toe show a sur-
plus. Some very effective suggestions
have been made for reducing the
acreage, which will more than likel¥
be adopted.

Mr. Brown savs the following in
regard to how cotton is being held in
Georglan: “Never in the histery of/
Georgla have we had such a waler-
tight holding movement. The banks,
business moen, railroads, colion Jace'
tors und farmers are a unit on hold-,
ing cotion until it gets above 3G cents, |
and 1 am glad to tell you Georgla 18
able to do this without the ald of,
Wall Strecet, In fact, our mnall from!
every State In the South would indl-
cate that the whole belt s as persiat-
ent in this fight as are Georgin and
Texas." FRED W. DAVIS,
Commissioner of Agriculture of Texas.

T

The Statesman, Nov 24, 1918 and Jan 7, 1919
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The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Aug 23, 1925

BEST JUDGES
10 WIN PRIZES

Awards In cnntast Made
Tuesday

On Tuesdny morning, beginning
at 9 o'clock, the vocational depart-
mant w1l hold the llvestock judx-
Ing conteat, which will conelst In
the placing of brood sows, jersey
cattle; beef ecattle and hans for egm
production, according teo J. J.
Brown pf the department,

The medals to be awarded in

this contest ar» on exhibit in ths .

department—gold for first place,

sllver for second, and bronze for'

third, and the ribhons that will ba °
glven to the high polnt boy in each
class are alsp on exhibition.

Over 10 teams from the wvarlous -
schools nenr Austin have entered

the contest and some closs judg- ¢

Ing Is expected; many of tho
ceaches of the different teams are
alrendy in Austin,

Tha community exhibits under
the vocatlonal agriculturs depart- |
ment have been placed In the agri- |

culture department, and many rep- °

resent work done by boye enrolled

in the wvocatlonal schoolm. H. H. .
Allen of Cedar Valley l» superin- -

tendent of this divislon, and has
been working in conjunction with °

the agriculture department for sev-

eral weeks past In order to obtaln
these cpunty and community ex-
(hibits, The prizes that are offered
In this department are avallabls to
the vocational competitors as well
as to the established farmers.
Greater Interest than &ver in ba-
ing taken In this work done by the
vocational department of tha State
Board of Education, and aver 8,000
" boye are enrolled In ths warlous

inchunlu over the state., Thess ax-
"hibits at ths falr represeni some 3.

of the work they ars being taught
to do.

‘Vocational Education
"~ Attainments Given
Stress in Expnslﬂup

The vocatlonal agricultural Alvis-
ton of the Texas Stats Exposaition,
nmhr the directinn of J. J. Brown of
itha stnta voentional departmment, 18
,again rousing keen interest nmong A
'seore or mgre Texns schools, and
iwill bring to Austln many teacheras
and stodents from near-by towns
'and communities. The department
+ig Alvided Into three mections. the
" lwestock Mudging contest, the voca-
‘tiapal exhibits and ths community
-llblu, arranged by the Instruct-

i Mintln around the Hwestock
s on tha afternoon of October 6,
+"the second day of the falr, will con-
- 4er in the contest in which sach boy
-'judm four elassea of stock, The
% '‘boys ars Instructed In proficlent
~judging during the year and utllize
© this Information In ths econtest,
‘imnaking thelr declatons in writing
. fwhich is handed to expert judges for
7 pomparinon.
f _Ribbons will be given for the high
polnt boy in each class, Mr. Brown
lutd Reansons for placing will be
only on classea of brood sows
. Jersey ocows, whils placing on
other two classes, bea! eattle
hens for sgg productien, will
H mads by simple graduation.
. Tha high point bo¥ of ths entirs
Mult will receive & gold medal,
the second highest a allver medal,
*l-ld ‘the third highest & bronme
~medal. -Passes ars . to be given to
"' members of the Jjudzing teams and
:hdl instructora.
o Exhibits from the different
will bs arranged in separats
'.F m and be judged from the fol-
standpoint: (n) work done
" the school such as eharts, shop
;ota: (b) projects, such as cot-
3 ‘gorn, tomatoes, ate., and (c) ar-
}lﬂlmlnt of votes. BEanners will
ﬁ given to firat and second place
yrinners as prizes,
1 Prizes ars belng offersd on eoun
‘and community exhibits :oﬂm:hf.l
wuiﬂuml instructors and it iz
“that. meveral dlsplays will
-An plece by B o'clock Tuesday
;#losing . dato- for all ent-

ii!§

The Austin American, Oct 3, 1926 and Oct 2, 1927
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1900 CRIPPLES
ARE GIVEN AID

Bince Seplember of 1035, 1,000
erippled children have bLeen given
ltreatment In Texas hospllals through
tihe erippled children's division of
fhe atate department of education,
De J. J. Brown, director of the di-
vislon, announced here

These children are from familles
unable to pay for their care and
treptment and whose needs have
been  speeifically  deseribed and
diagnosed by repuiable physicians.
, Expenses of these irenimenis have

FE- v
' ' . been pald from an appropriation of
%l:ll)u“t'ln .:nlttl!w work with chlldren. $150,000 n-ppu:unrintn-:l by the lﬂlil--!
Hospltallzatlon of erippled chil- lature In 1933

dren was started only this yenr o
with the nld of federn]l funds mmle Socirly Alds Weark

pousible through $160,000 appro-[I The Texas Sociely for Crlppled

priated by the last leglslature., A8l Chijldren, a vate organlzation

a result of that approprintion, $116,- supported by donations, 15 co-oper-
.‘J . h

00 wnas allotted to Texns hy the :
federa) government, and made avall- ating with the state in this work

b tch stat fatl and has been Instrumental in aid-
- R ol Moyt ol sy o7 ing many other children hampered
by bane, joint or muscie trouble.

The federal social security act,

With $£246.000 nvallable for Lhis
By International News Service | work, Texns tanks nx one of the

Morae than 1100 crippled childven | lending states in handilng erippled

have been alded Ly the state-fed- | Children, Brown sald, Enrl. of which 1= belng administered
eral vocatlonal education work dur- ¥ the Unilted Stotes depariment
ing the perlod from Inst September of health, hns alsa given the siate
$16.000 for this work.

to June J, accordilng to a report
© , i This three-way areangement
made to Gov. James V. Allred by makes It possible for almost all
;I;]lli.ug;:\\‘n, director of vocatlonal cnses io be ]':;ndlcd.tlinﬁ I'PE gigle
. - moneéy ca on -

The ald Included hospltalization, tal > . Th:p u?wh m:]' rer
supplying of braces and other med- I::?Ef;':nl"l.mnﬂ'? Isurr:t ::m:l.‘l.lc ,“&f
Ieal and surglcal attention, and vo- fied. it f ¥ spe
E:ntlonal training for the un- l:fln ?]‘:111 W“krﬁi- '{Fﬂ:_l"g‘:““'fﬁ;:l;
ortunates. med

+ >+ » slate funds may not be used for,
Stats Funds Hiked * o

Brown sald that Increased appro- Sponsars Fund Drive
priations by the Jleglalature had Dr. Brown, also execullve secre-
made it possible for the Texas de- fary of the society, is now spon-
g;rtn“-:lu. lclr gear its activities 1o soring a drive for more funds.

e natlonal program. . . .
*"Cho last legislature, he reported, inTl}ﬁ d::im“ﬂd“fh;lﬁ“"fw#ig aln
Increased the amount of state funds £ lor Pir C ren oa 3 on
from $31.500 to 347,600, devoted to the work of the other three funds.
this purpose, thus tnkfg up the When children have been cured or
entlre quotn to Texas from the put in condition 1o work, this di-
federal matehing plan,. Up  until visian, of which Dr. Brown s heod,
T T A, s PTFvXimatc- places them In school for training.
Ay i o which Texns wos en-
titled, war not belng recelved be- ?‘i“u llhl?.[ Unl;'eﬂliwdutgw?a Bives
cause af the fallure to make stat "i““m“,' ﬂﬂdis“ SHudcniy who are
il T RS A B b

Texas Ranks High Those who do nhot have high

As a result of the Increased np- school education and do not want
propriations, *we have helped hun. lo nttend ecollege are given traln-
drads of disabled cltlzens beconu ing in irades so they will be able

self-supporting  cltizens,” in nd- o supnort Lhemselve:

The Austin Statesman, Jun 11 and Aug 13, 1936



Just a Minute, Please

Is Sentiment Expressed by Austin People
In Conversation Pro-Ally or Neutral?

Mrs. J. J. Brown, 502 East |42nﬁ
streot: "I truthfully Delieve that
the sentiment I have heard cx-
pressed Is pro-ally. And there
lins been a greal deal of expres-
sion, I Delieve it Is due to the
fact that the allies ave fighting
for democracy and that Is what
we are for. I they were deleated
he would be the only one left.”

Everclt G. Smith, professor of
marketing, Unlversily of Texas,
3206 West avenue: “Senliment of
Austin peaple In general conver-
sation Is pro-ally, but they all
want {his nation te siay out of
war."

Morris Schwartz, telegraph com-

pany manager, 1505 Alla Vistas

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Oct 25, 1939

Band Show's *

Plans Develop

15 Vaudeville Acts
Billed by Club

Plans for a benefil entertainment
slated for the night of April 13 at
JGregory gymnasium sponsored by
the Band Mothers club ol the Aus-
tin high school to raise fund for
new uniforms for the high school
band were progressing rapldly
Salurday, Mr. J. J. Brown, presi-
dent of the sponsoring club, am-
nounced.

Mrs, Brown sald a program con-
sisting of 13 acls ol vaudeville with
all Joeal talent is being arranged
and will range from magicisn's
feats 1o dancing and accordion
musle. The vaudeville show will
be followed by danecing with Jimmy
Weiler and his orchestra playing
the music.

Mra.Brown sald a fine response
has becn shown thus far by the
people of Austin to the coming
beneflt enterlainment.

Simultaneously, Mayor Tom Mil-
ler endorsed the benefit entertain-
ment and urged the people of Aus-
{in to support it by attending.

“The “Austin high school band
ropresents  Austin on  parade,”
Mayor Miller commented. “The
appearance of this band will be a
mirror poriraying Austin. Mirrors
o reflect images and persons {o the
best advaniage must be kept well
silvered. In helping lo buy new
uniforms for the Austin Maroon
band, your dellars will silver their

mirror.” -

. The high school band was recent-
ly given $500 by the city of Austin
and a like sum was appropriated
by the Austin school board ocut of
the athletic fund toward buying the
new uniforms. The Band Mothers
club is striving to Frodum an en-
tertainment that will atiract thous-
ands of Austin people o Gregory
gymnasium on  April 13, Mrs
Brown stated.

The Austin American, Mar 24, 1940
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MRS. LULA L. JOHNSON

Mrs. Lula L. Johnson, widow nf
the lale H, E. Johnson of Mnore and
a resldent of Austin for 18 years,

died at the home .of her daughter.
Mrs. J. J. Brown, 502 East 42nd
street, Saturday. Survivors are her
daughter, Mrs. Brown; and one
son, J. B. Johnson of Corsicana:
three sisters, Mrs, Sussie Sheffield
of Uvalde, Mrs. Howard Winters
of San Antonlo, and Mrs. Kizsy
Johnson of Moore.

The funeral cortege will leave

the lyltin Funeral home Sunday
at 10:30 a. m. and go to Moore|
where services will be held at 3°
p. m. with the Rev. Weinert offi-
ciating. Burial will be in Moore
cemetery.

Pallbearcrs will be Carl Mueller,
James L. Tenney, J. J. Brown, Joe
M. Brown, Julius Meredith and Roe
Oliver.

The Austin American, Jan 25, 1942

ehabilitation
xpansion Due

¥ The Auatin Statesman Capitel Staft

A program of expansion for the
division of vocational rchabilitation
iwill be presented 1o the state board
lof vocational cducation at its July
meeling Monday, according to J. J.
Brown, directar of the division.

The siate board of education, also
meeting Monday, will have before it
the fixing of the rale for per cap-
ita  apportionment as .well as the
schiool ad valorem tax rale for the
next year. -

Represenialives of .ihe federal
bureau of vocatlional rebabilitation
will meet Monday with the state
board to recommend types of or-
ganization in the expanded program.

Mrs. Phyllis Franeis, chief of man-
agement standards for the federal
bureau, Doyle Best, regional agent,
and Donald Dabelstein, jn charge of
guidance, placement and training,
have been here for several weeks
conferring with Brown on the ex-
pansion program. The state matches
federal funds in carrying out the
rchabllitation program. .

Holding ils first meeling since
adjournment of the legisiature, the
board of education will be faced
with & nomber of changes in its
procedure, Including & new fermuls
for fixing the ad valorem tax rate.
Another legislative act calls for the
appolntment of additional members
to the textbook commission, the

Mrs, J. J. Brown presented a

cital at heér home, 502 East 42nd
Friday evening. The following took
part: Charlene Andérson, Mary
Jane Granath, Doris Rose Hadeler,
Juanita Carlson, Beverly Ann
Kreuz, Carolyn Sheats, Mary Ann
Lelséring and Lilly Agnes Kreuz.

group of her piano students in re-.

Piano Recital Presented |fcmbinhip having beenincreased

The month for textbook adoptions
having been moved forward from
October to November, it is probable
that the textbook proclamation wiil
not be issued at the July meeting
as has been the customary proce-
dure. The board must advertise for
bids 60 days in advance of texibook
adoptions. *

Per capila apporiionment and

tax rates must be set before Aug. 1.

The Austin American, Jun 4, 1944 and The Austin Statesman, Jun 29, 1945
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Photos from family album, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/35170734/joseph-j.-brown
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Photos from family album, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/35170735/ethel-j.-brown
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Permits
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N“A - 4515

“‘Unless the’ Plumbmg is done in strict accordance with Clty Ordinances, do not turn on the water.

PERMIT FOR WATER SERVICE  ust, Tets

M. S . Address . 27 0/ F%fz i

Plumber......... S Size of Tap. ) Date

Foreman’s Report.

Date of Connection 7"’ L& - 2% o ”i i E
Size of Tap Made 2047
Size Service Made 3/ gL 7
4 H H i H
Size Main Tapped VA it 8 i ; :
’ 5 ; :
From Front Prop. Line to Curb Cock....._ ... 2 [ : { R
M» P ,,)é,e,,n j?f' _____
Location of Meter e et _,2 i -&
‘ o 8. i g ! :
Tapo of Bor el . & Eis &, ERE
Deptl of Main in St...... 2 E? ES E k! :2, 3 2% = < 2 § 5 s _;E -
7 Service Line & E«G g ;;’ & = & :’ Z.DQ* &r}* = :‘A é
From Curb Cock to Tap on Main........:’Z:f.f. ..... ZQ : I P ‘ I :
Checked by Engr. Dept 7'/ 7 7’9 Forcman s :S‘1gnat1lrc B L - L

,

AV WATER SERVICE PERMIT =~ D no

W ~Austin, Texas L
‘bsjl’i/eceive& of : . B Date

Address 776 25824208 STt 15030 _ ]
. Amount . . i - Sﬂz\ ;264

w

Plumber. :Size of -Tap.

TN

- Date of Connection....

Size of Tap Made ; . °

o _-Sizé"Service-Made 3/'-«@" P 1
Size Main Tapped R7-€ '/ )

i
!
i
VA3 izes~ |
! -
LY T '
r

From Front Prop. Line to Gurb Cock7,‘>”’ I S ~
From W Prop. Line to Curb Cock,.,l??,../, ,,,,,,,, a. .
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