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View of Main House and Garage

Miller-Long House

813 Park Blvd.

Austin, Texas 78751
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Miller-Long House

813 Park Blvd.

Austin, Texas 78751
North Elevation of Main House

D-11/32



Miller-Long House

813 Park Blvd.

Austin, Texas 78751

Garage north façade mimics
east elevation of Main House
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Miller-Long House

813 Park Blvd.

Austin, Texas 78751
Original Garage Doors
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Miller-Long House

813 Park Blvd.

Austin, Texas 78751
Lower-level Garage Interior
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3908 Avenue B, Suite 309    •    Austin, Texas 78751    •    512|751-1374    •    www.ocpreservation.com 

 
June 8, 2021 
 
Board of Adjustment 
301 W. 2nd Street 
Austin, Texas 78701 
 
RE: Variance Request for 813 Park Blvd. 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Please accept this letter in support of the owner’s request for a variance in order to rehabilitate an existing 
two-story historic garage structure. 
 
The Miller-Long House and Garage at 813 Park Blvd have been determined eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places by the Texas Historical Commission and the National Park Service. Recognition in 
the areas of Politics and Government and Architecture further emphasizes its significance to the city. 
 
The main residence and garage were built in 1929 for Tom Miller, a longtime mayor and influential citizen of 
Austin at a time of transformative growth and development in the city. Lady Bird Johnson once said of him, 
“Tom Miller dominated the city scene for such a long time. He had a passionate love of Austin, and it was also 
a proprietary love. He just felt like it was his town. He wanted to everything for it. It was his life.” 
 
Emma Long, another formidable Austin politician, owned and lived in the home some years later. Long 
became the first woman elected to the Austin city council or any major city council in Texas. She was a strong 
advocate for desegregation, fought against inequities in the delivery of city services and was an advocate for 
fair housing for blacks and Latinos.  The property has been unoccupied since the late 1980s, and is in need of 
restoration.  
 
The home’s massing and detailing are representative of the Tudor Revival style, with a steeply pitched front-
facing gable with wing, a smaller gable nested within the larger one, shed dormers, arched detailing, and 
distinctive patterned brickwork. The material pallet includes variegated brick, stucco, steel casement 
windows and Tudor-styled entry doors. The original garage is architecturally and visually tied to the house. 
Making major alterations or removing the garage from the property would be akin to tearing a limb from a 
century old tree. The loss of historic fabric cannot be replaced and would leave a scar on the landscape of the 
neighborhood. 
 
The garage has 575 SF per floor, totaling 1,150 SF. The first floor was originally a 2-car garage with a cement 
floor. The second floor was originally a small apartment. We propose in this project to rehabilitate the first 
and second floor to create a second dwelling unit. Though legal at the time it was constructed, both floors 
exceed the allowable area for new construction of a second dwelling, and the project has been tagged as 
non-compliant. This application seeks a variance to allow the second dwelling in the original garage to 
proceed. There will be no impact to impervious cover or massing with this design. The project has received 
sign-off from the City Historic Preservation Office.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions about the project.  Thank you for your 
consideration of this application. 
 
Best Regards, 
 

 
Tere O’Connell, AIA 
Principal 
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