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Austin’s Population 
Growth
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Censuses 1870 – 2020. 

Austin Population Growth, 1870 to 2020
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The ideal city council district size would be approximately 96,186.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The latest census data reveal continued growth for the city of Austin. The city of Austin has been doubling about every 20 to 25 years. In 2020, 961,855 people resided in Austin. At this population and with 10 districts, the ideal size for 2020 districts would be about 96,186. 



.961 
million

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, P.L. 94-171 Redistricting Data, 2010 and 2020. 

Austin is the 11th largest city in the country 
but growth rivals that of the largest cities. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The city of Austin is the 11th largest city in the country and but it’s growth rivals that of the largest cities. Austin added more than 171,000 people in the last decade. Only New York, Houston, and Fort Worth added more people than Austin. 



Austin sees large gains while suburbs see fast 
growth.

6Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Decennial Census, P.L. 94-171 File. 

Place 2010 2020 Numeric Change Percent Change
Manor 5,037 13,652 8,615 171.0%

Leander 26,521 59,202 32,681 123.2%

Buda 7,295 15,108 7,813 107.1%

Hutto 14,698 27,577 12,879 87.6%

Kyle 28,016 45,697 17,681 63.1%

Cedar Park 48,937 77,595 28,658 58.6%

San Marcos 44,894 67,553 22,659 50.5%

Georgetown 47,400 67,176 19,776 41.7%

Pflugerville 46,936 65,191 18,255 38.9%

Bastrop 7,218 9,688 2,470 34.2%

Austin 790,390 961,855 171,465 21.7%
Round Rock 99,887 119,468 19,581 19.6%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For as fast as Austin is growing, the surrounding areas are growing even faster. A number of Central Texas cities have been among the fastest growing cities in the country, including Leander and Cedar Park. Also growing fast are Manor, Buda, and Hutto. 



Austin’s Unique 
Diversity



Austin Race/Ethnicity 
Composition, 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Decennial Census, P.L. 94-171 File. Note: NH = Non-Hispanic
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The city’s population growth extended across all race/ethnicity groups, with the largest growth among non-Hispanic White residents, expanding by 67,723 to 452,994 persons, followed by Asian American residents growing by 36,694 to 85,853 persons, Hispanic residents growing by 34,741 to 312,448 persons, and African American residents growing by 5,242 to 66,002 persons.

Although no race/ethnicity group makes up the majority, the NH White population continues to make up the largest share of the population at 47%, a slight drop from 48.9% in 2010. 
The Hispanic population also saw a decrease in its share from 2010. Hispanics dropped 3%age points and now make up 32% of the city population.  
The Asian population is now the third largest race/ethnicity group in the City, making up nearly 10% of the total population, up from 6% in 2010. 
The Black population now makes up 7% of the total population, 1%age point lower than at the start of the decade. 
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Change in Austin’s Racial-Ethnic Composition, 
2010 to 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 2010, 2020; Note: red text denotes decrease since 2010

2010 2020
Percent of 
Total, 2010

Percent of 
Total, 2020

Numeric 
Change

Percent 
Change

Percent of Total 
Change

Hispanic or Latino 277,707 312,448 35.1% 32.5% 34,741 12.5% 20.3%
American Indian & Alaska 
Native, NH 1,967 2,002 0.2% 0.2% 35 1.8% 0.0%
Asian, NH 49,159 85,853 6.2% 8.9% 36,694 74.6% 21.4%
Native Hawaiian & Other 
Pacific Islander, NH 401 528 0.1% 0.1% 127 31.7% 0.1%
Black or African American, 
NH 60,760 66,002 7.7% 6.9% 5,242 8.6% 3.1%
Some other race, NH 1,448 4,841 0.2% 0.5% 3,393 234.3% 2.0%
Two or more races, NH 13,677 37,187 1.7% 3.9% 23,510 171.9% 13.7%
White, NH 385,271 452,994 48.7% 47.1% 67,723 17.6% 39.5%
Total 790,390 961,855 100.0% 100.0% 171,465 21.7% 100.0%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Throughout the country and the state, population growth was driven by populations of color. In Austin, we see somewhat of a unique pattern of diversity. Non-Hispanic Whites are driving growth in Austin, contributing nearly 40% of all growth throughout the decade. This is at a time when the country experienced a decline for the first time in 230 years in the number of people identifying as NH White. Seeing such strong growth among this community in Austin is significant.  
The Asian population was the fastest growing single race group; over 1 of every 5 people added to the Austin population in the last decade was of Asian descent. Another fast-growing race/ethnicity group was the multiracial or two or more races population. Some of this growth may also be attributed to changes in coding made by the Census Bureau.  
Hispanics made up about 20% of growth in the city in the last decade, this compares with about 50% at the national and state levels. 
The African American population also grew this decade but at a slower rate. This compares with strong migration by African Americans to cities in the South, including Dallas and Houston.   
While there is a lot to be celebrated in terms of the extent of the growth in the city and the significant growth in the Asian, NH White, and multi-racial populations, I would say it is also important to remain curious and explore why Austin did not see a similar growth pattern among Hispanics and African Americans.  

 



Larger adult than child population, but the youngest 
Austinites are more diverse.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Decennial Census, P.L. 94-171 File
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The adult population is a little less diverse in 2020 than the overall population. While no group holds a majority in the total population, among those 18 and over just over 50% identify as non-Hispanic White, compared to 42.5% in 2010. The child population is much more diverse with 67% identifying as non-White. However, there was a drop in the number of Latino and Black children between 2010 and 2020. Growth in the child population was driven by Asian, NH White, and multiracial children. We typically look at the child population to understand what the demographic future may look like. In this case, we see fewer African American and Hispanic children and more Asian, White and multiracial children. 
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 Share of Austin residents 
born in Texas has 
dropped from 55% to 49% 
in last decade.

 Share of Austin residents 
from other countries has 
remained stable at 18%.

 Biggest increase seen 
among Austin residents 
from other U.S. states, 
growing from 26% to 31% 
in last decade.
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Place of Birth of Austin Residents, 2019

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2019 1-Year Estimates

Where are Austinites from?



Austin’s foreign-born population originates from 6 
continents and over 100 different countries.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2019 1-Year Estimates

Top 20 Countries of Origin of Foreign-Born Population in Austin, 2019

1. Mexico
2. India
3. China
4. Honduras
5. Vietnam

6. Cuba
7. Korea
8. Guatemala
9. El Salvador
10.Canada

11.The 
Philippines

12.Taiwan
13.Pakistan
14.Iran
15.Iraq

16.Germany
17.Nigeria
18.Venezuela
19.Ethiopia
20.Colombia

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Austin has a foreign-born population of 192,297; 66,352 (35%) are naturalized citizens. 



Over 40 different languages are spoken by Austin 
residents; 6% are limited English speaking households.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2018 and 2019 1-Year Estimates 

Top 10 Languages spoken by Austin residents 5 years and older

1. English
2. Spanish
3. Chinese, including Mandarin 

and Cantonese
4. Hindi
5. Arabic

6. Telugu
7. Vietnamese
8. French, including Cajun
9. Korean
10. Nepali, Marathi, or other Indic 

language



Areas of Growth



15Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Decennial Census, P.L. 94-171



16Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Decennial Census, P.L. 94-171



17Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Decennial Census, P.L. 94-171



18Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Decennial Census, P.L. 94-171



19Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Decennial Census, P.L. 94-171



Resources & Other 
Considerations



Data Resources
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 2020 Census Redistricting Data Files on Open Data Portal

 Texas Demographic Center Redistricting Data Resources

 Census Bureau Redistricting Data Resources

https://data.austintexas.gov/browse?q=2020+census+redistricting
https://demographics.texas.gov/Data/Decennial/2020/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/about/rdo/summary-files.html


Q & A
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Thank you!
Lila Valencia, Ph.D.
City Demographer

lila.valencia@austintexas.gov
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