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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS
OCTOBER 25, 2021
HR-2021-154877
OLD WEST AUSTIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
1411 ETHRIDGE AVENUE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1939 contributing building and associated outbuildings.

ARCHITECTURE

Two-story, symmetrical-plan, cross-gabled Classical Revival house with 6:6 and 9:9 wood windows, horizontal siding, and
a full-width porch supported by boxed columns. Details include dentils at cornice, sidelights and transom at front door,
Classical cornice returns at gable ends, and wood shutters.

RESEARCH

The house and outbuildings at 1411 Ethridge Avenue were built in 1939 for Claude A. and Clara Williams. Claude Williams
served as Texas’ assistant Secretary of State at the time of the home’s construction. He went on to head the Texas
Unemployment Commission.

By 1949, Dr. Revace (called Sam) and Margaret Ann Swearingen had purchased the property. Dr. Sam Swearingen served
as the chief of staff, chief of surgery, and chairman of the Board of Trustees at Brackenridge Hospital; he later became chief
of staff at the Austin State Hospital, medical director of the Denton State School, and medical director of the San Angelo
State Center.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The property contributes to the Old West Austin National Register district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it may meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building is constructed in the Classical Revival style.

b. Historical association. The property is associated with Claude A. Williams and Dr. Revace “Sam” Swearingen.

¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant
feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property may include a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city. Further landscape research may be required.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Consider initiating historic zoning. Should the Commission decide against initiation, require completion of a City of Austin
Documentation Package prior to permit release. Additionally, new construction in National Register districts must be
reviewed by the Commission prior to release of the demolition permit.
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Occupancy History
City Directory Research, September 2021

1959

1957

1955

1952

1949

1947

Revace O. and Margaret Swearingen, owners
Physician, 2 Medical Arts Sq.

Revace O. and Margaret Swearingen, owners
Physician, 2 Medical Arts Sq.

Revace O. and Margaret Swearingen, owners
Physician, 611 W 15% St.

Revace O. and Margaret Swearingen, owners
Physician, 611 W 15% St.

Revace O. and Margaret Swearingen, owners
Physician, 611 W 15% St.

Claude A. and Clara Williams, owners
Lawyer
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1944 Claude A. and Clara Williams, owners

Chairman and Executive Director, Texas Unemployment Compensation Commission
1941 Claude A. and Clara Williams, owners

Assistant Secretary of the State of Texas
1939 Address not listed

Biographical Information ) o .
$3,500, oo

Claude A, Williams, two-story frame)
reafdence and frame garage . with ser-.
;_:;!{1}?510 quarters, 1411 - Ethridge ‘avenue,

Mra., George Mll{on; frama renldanna.
The Austin American (1914-1973); Jul 9, 1939

Law Practice
Rule Given

A ruling that attorneys repre-
senting the C.T. corporation in at-
tempting to file permits of foreign
corporations to do business In Texas
-were violating the “unauthorized
practlce of Iaw" statute, has been
written by Atty. Gen. Gerald C.
Mann's olfice,

The opinion, requesled by the
secretary of state’s department, said
{hat in the case cited, the altorney
was acting a5 the agent of the C.T.
corporation, and that In cffect the
corporation was an  intermediary,
representing the firms seeking to
file for permits to do business in

exas,

It sald the C.T. corporation was
not “employing an attorney in re-
gard to ils own affairs”

“The whole tenor and objective
of the unlawful practice aet,” the
opinion said, “are contravened” by
the arrangement through which the
C.T. corporation sccures the serv-
jees of an attorney to represent it
while it represents another corpor- |
,atlon,

Answering an inquiry by Claude
A. Willlams, assistant sceretary of
stale, the ruling held that the state
department was authorized to re-
fuse to accept the filings of such
applications,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Sep 5, 1939



- Williams Asks
Proposal Go Into-
. Draft Legislation

The proposal that registration for
employment in war indusiries be
included in pending draft legislation
‘wos. made Tuesday by Claude A.
Williams,: chairman and executive
director of the Texa: Unemploy-
ment Compensation commisgion, In:
a wire to senale and house mili-
tary affairs commillces, -

Willlams' wire - pointed oul the
advantages of utilizing the employ-
ment service [acilitics in 48 states,
two territories and ihe Distrietl of
Columbir.- These stnle employment
gervicea now oparae 1500 full-time
oftices and 3,000 pari-tima offices,
slaffed by over 15,000 iraincd em-
ployes. Because of thelr ycars of
experience in recruiting qualified
 workers for Indusiry, the stale em-
- ployment services have been desig-
nated by ithe presideni and the
OPM as the official Inbor supply
agency for the defense program.

Willlams “sald (hat modern war
requires the proper ollocalion of
man power helween. industrial apd
armed forces. Men wilh defense
production “skills should be plne111
where ithey can produce war. ma-:

terials with which 1o equip a mod-!|

ern army.- '

Under the first selective service |
act, many skilled and technical |
workers were Inducted info brancii- |
es of the armed services ‘where
thelr abilitics were lost, I this con-
dition Is to be prevented, Mr. Wil-
llams declared, under new legisla-
tion now pending. one registration
should be undertaken for both
military and civilian purposes, with
carcful classification of cach regls®
trant's abilifies to determine where
he ean serve best.

My, Willlams said “This Is an
emergency sitwation and we are
ready lo do whatever Joh ix re-
quired In the interest of national
defense. This (ype of registraltion
program  would bhe no new ex-
perlence tn {he Tesas Stale Em-
ployment Service."

“Mr. Williams' suggesdipn is en-
tirely logical in registering and
CIASSHYINE - the nauon's. men ana
women for emergency service,” Mr.
J. H, Bond, diveclor of the Texas
State Employment  Service, . sald.
The * State Employment - Services

! the war,
1

have, been recruiting laber for- all

WAL INOUSITICS [or A ¥ear, and cncl
cm&lormenl oftice s fully familia
with the labor supply and demanc
in its area.and is now functioning
smoothly In a nation-widé, setup 4f
~was poinfed oul, - woE

Sen. Wagner's bill to extend |
federanl =acial security would cost
Texans an added 00 million dels
lars a year, il enacied, according

to Chmn-Dir. Claude A. Williams
of the Texas uncemployment com-
pensation commission.

In the tex! ol an address pre-
pared for delivery before the Na-
tional Retall Dry Goods assocla=
tion in New York next Wednes-
day, Willilams made this estimate,
condemned the Wagner bill and
predicted its defeat by congress.

“Sen. Wagner's bill will not pass,
hecause the rank and file of the
American people will realize that
it will cost money and that they
who are now employed will have
to pay the bill. They will consider
{t a luxury which they cannot al-
ford,” the draft of speech says
Further statement is contained In
it that Williams belleves “our
system of free enterprise demands
that we continue our modest eys-
tem of social sécurity and that it
be left in the hands of the state
authorities who are close to the

ople.

Chmn. Willlams alse haz made
public text of an address he is
scheduled to make Monday in
Washington before the national
conference on social securily, a
conference sponsored by the soclal
security council of the United
States Chamber of Commerce,

In this Washington talk, Chmn.
Williams planned to stress the
harm that might be done by ex-
cossive unemployment payments lo
returning war velerans, He stressed
that a system of paying a sum of
money for 52 weeks, equal lo or
exceeding the prevailing wages of
most of the velerans would "pul a
premium on idlcness.”

He prepared to suggest hiz own
idea of a compensation plan for
relurning soldiers, which he s=aid
so far has not been suggested.
“Pay each and every veleran a
stipulated amount for a definite
length of lime, as a mailer of
right, without regard fo a work
tpwt

Williams sald that in Washington
he will ask the social securily
council te put its weight behind
efforis to have congress restore
the employment services to the
states that were laken over Into
the Unlited Stales employment serv-
ice, as in the case of Texas, before

Williams.on Way To
Washington To-Argue
On USES Question

by _ﬁ_ﬂ'l'_k.l-‘llf.--l! Capitsl Btatt
Claude A. Williams, former chair-
man and executive director of the
Texas Unemployment Compensa-
tion commission, was en route to
Washington, D. C., Saturday to par-
li:ipa;:‘in a mtlom}:!rldlol debate
on w er or not the employment
service ahould be rclurtho state
control immediately. Williama will
speak for state control.
Mutusl Brosdeasting Syatens pro-
utu n ‘s pro-
gram, the Amark-m. Forum nrlpﬂu
ﬂ'rh};u be =he§ds:'?o&bulhruu‘ gh
Station WRR.
USES Hesd Oppeses

Other participants will be John
J. Corson, tmmcrmmumal director

ley Rector, chairman of the legis-
lative committee, interstate con-
ference of employment security
agencies. Rector and Williams will
oppose Corson's and Silvey’s con.

Pres. Truman veloed an appro-
priation bill Dec. 22 which carried
a rider which would have returned
the employment service to the

e also described the president’s
ction as “in line with what ap-
rs to be a definite plan to keep
country in a state of turmoil
d confusion lni:i-zt;’e elforts to re-
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ELLRER VW LOnT T WEE Wik,
*

Being worthwhile and further-
ing the worthy causes is no sirain
at all when you can do it under
circumsiances like out at Marga-
rct Ann Swearingen's the other
morning where [ joined the com-
mittee working on the script and
tagging the (I almost descrifed
them as magnificent, stupendous
and glamorous, but I won't be-
cause I hate those Hollywoody
words) prizes for the JHH Style
Show day luncheon.

We had a {ine time, got the job
done and ended with a tasty bowl
of chili and rice. What an oppor-
tunity 1o catch up on the gossip!

Greedy as I am, I wouldn't miss
that luncheon for anything. Might
win something. Don"t forget il yvou
want to be in on the thing you
have to get vour reservation fo
Margaret Ann by tomorrow, or
vou haven't a chance.

The tickels are $3 (plus fax,
darn it} and that includes the
meal, the tip, a pencrous coniri-
,bution to the Children's home and
vour name In the pot for one of
the lamps, silver serving pieces.
the handsomest sweater you ever
saw, and dozens of -other wel-
come additions for the acquisitive.

(Margaret Ann Is Mrs. R. 0.
Swearingen, 1411 Ethridge, and
her phone number is GR 2-33712.)

-

0. Henry P-TA
els Meeting
For Thursday

D, and Mrs. L. O. Swearingen,
vo-presidents of the 0, Henry Jun-
lior High P-TA, announced that
the Tuesday night mecling will
he a “Back Ta School Night'' pro-
eram.

The meeling will be at 7:30
p. m., and parenls are being
irgeal ta lake this oapopriunity 1o
meel their children's teachers, as
ell s 1w become members of
he P-TA group.
wew officers serving with the
wranngzens in 1%7-58 include Mr.
ind Mrs, Robert L. 1l wice
wesidents: Dr. and Mrs. T, J.
Archer, recsarding secretaries: Mr.
and Mrs, B, AL Alley Jr., corre-
ponding secretanes; Mrs. Caro-
v Hamilton, treasucer; Mr, and
frs. T. W, Bud Snuth, parlia-
entarians: and Mr. amd Mrs. .
mald 8. Thomas, lestorians,
Commiltee chairmen are Mr.
nd Mrs. Maurioe Acers, student
vid: Mr. and Mres. Paul T. Helt,
iome room: Mr, and Mrs. Gearge
andlin, hospitality and eourtesy:
r. and Mrs., Charles P. Hard-
icke, membership: Mr. and Mrs.
V. D. Craig Jr., publication; Mr.
bnd  Mrs. Paul Cruseman, pub-
lNicity: Dr. and Mr=. G. D. Sall-:
worth, bulleting Dr, and Mrs, 1lal
MMcoCuistion, legislative; Dr. and
s, Hareis Williams., mental
fhealth and youth development:

Mrs. larold G. Robinson, pro-
pram: and Mrs. Herman West,
[lr:mn! bemster. |

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Oct 22, 1957 and The Austin American (1914-1973); Mar 18, 1962
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Ten members of the f{resh-
man class  who have suc-
essfully completed the first
nine months of the preclinical
program received their caps
Wednesday aftermnoon at the
Brackenridge Hospital School
of Nursing Audiforium. 707 East
Fourteenth Street.

Rev, Edward V. Long, pas-

tor of St. Martin's Evangelical
Lutheran Church, gave the invo-
cation and benediction. Waldo
Brackenridge lHospital, wel-
comed the puesis.

The student  nurses were:
Nita Susan Banks of Halletts-
ville;
Taylor;
Marcos;
gullie, Palacios; Patricia Ann
Hrneir, Schulenburg; Marilyn
Sue Loesch, San Antonio; Paula
Newell, Leander; Paula Sue
Pierson, Odessa; Sandra Marie
Rheinlaender, New  Braun-
fels;
San Antonio,

Follawing the address of wel-
come by Hill, Petra Elizabeth
Trevino and Mary Lou Zunker,

Alice Conireras, San

i“The Lord's Prayer" with ac-
jcompaniment by irs. Fugene
1Me!lun Grider.

Hill, assistant administrator of]

Maxine Belmira Caniu,!

Sophie Ellen Fran-:

and Linda Marie Snahn.l

Nursing School Grads
Receive Their Caps

The main _ address Wwas
‘by Revace O. Swearingen, M.D.
member of the hospital board
‘of trustees. The class was pre-
sented by Mrs. C. H. Garrell,
I, instructor of Brackenridge
Hospita! School of Nursing.
| The caps were awarded by
y Mrs. Edith Huck Turner, direc-
, tor of the school. The ceremony
|nf lighting the candles was
conducted by Mrs. Jerry Wayne
Preston, president of the
student council, after which
i Mrs. Garrett lead the class in
Ithe Florence Nightingale
1pledge.

5. H. Drvden, M. D., chief-
of-staff at Brackenridge, gave
an address congratulating the
'newly capped student nurses,
after  which the student
nurses A Capella choir sang the
“Brackenridge Alma Mater™ by
Zach,

The processional and reces-
sional were playved by Mrs. Gri-
der, senior student nurse.

A reception was held follow-

‘ing the ceremony.
—————

|scniur student nurses, sang

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jun 10, 1964



Dr. Revace
wearingen, former chiel d

1! at Brackenridge Hospital,
jed Sunday a1 his home in
arisbad.

A University of Texas
Medica) School graduate, Dr.
Swearingen was the chief
iphyzician st Brackenridge in
1958-59.

He was a member of the
board of directors of the
Mardridge Foundatin here
and was a former
Brackenridge board member.

At the time of his death, Dr.
Swearingen was medical
director of the San Angeio
State Center.

Christian Wake will be 7:30
p.m. Tuesday at Cook-Walkden
Funeral Home here. Regquiem
Mass will be celebrated at 0
am. Wedmsday at St
Austin's Catholic Church.

Entombment will be in
Assumption Mausoleum.

Survivors inchxde his wife,
Mrs. Margaret Am

Swearingen of Carisbad; a

Sam Swearingen Dies;
Ex-Braclfenndge Chlef

DR. SAM SWEARINGEN
Requiem Mass Wednesday

daughter, Mrs B. Brem

“Cissy” Livingston of
Lubbock; two soms, Revace
Lee Swearingen of Victoria
and John Winstan Swearingen
of Austin; a brother, Merwin
R. $wearingenof Corrigan.

The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980); Mar 11, 1974
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DR. REVACE 0. (SAM)
SWEARINGEN

Dr. Revace 0. (Sam)
Swearingen, 58, of Carlsbad,
Texas is survived by his wile,
Mrs. Margaret Ann Swearingen,
of Carisbad, Texas, daughter
Mrs. B Bremt (Cissy)
Livingston, of Lubbock. two sons
Revace Lee Sweanngen, of
Victoria and John Winston
Sweanngen of Austin, one
brother Merwin H. Swearingen
of Carmgan.

Funeral Services will be
held at the Cook-Walden
Funeral Home, 1100 Colorado,
Tuesday at 7:20 pm. Requiem
mass will be celebrated at St.
Austin's  Catholic  Church
Wednesday at 10 am,
Reverend Edward Pietruche,
CSP will officiate.

Entombment will follow in

Doctor Swearingen
graduated from the University
of Texas and the University of
Texas Medical School, served
his internship at Gallinger
Municipal Hospital,
Washington, D.C. Served his
surgery residency at
Brackenridge where he was
chiel of Resident Stafl, and was
with the United States General
Hospital in Guam from
1944-1946. He was chief of the
Active Brackenridge Staff and
Chief of Surpery for two periods
of term. Electad member of the
Board of Trustees of
Brackennidge Hospital, and
member of the Board of
Directors of the Markndge
Foundation, he served as Chief
of Stalf and surgery consultant
at the Austin State Hospital and
was a medical director of the
Denton State School from
1967-1971. At the time of his
death he was Medical director o
San Angelo State Center, Dr.
Swearingen was a Fellow of the
American College of Surgeons,
Travis County Medical Society,
Tom Green and County Medical
Society, Texas State Medical
Society, American Medical
Associated, The Journal Club of
Austin and the North Cancho
Lions Club.

The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980); Mar 12, 1974
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Permits

rra Ng..15885 \
APPL“IO‘J FOR SEWER cONNECTION @
X "~ Austin, Te"féﬁ“"' 7«,2 “‘"‘*’*‘"’ 1

To the Superintendent of Sewer and Public Improvements,
City of Austin, Texas

Slr —
I hereby make apphcamon for sewer connectmn and m';truc

,zu_e _____

-2 2» ountlot__.

Sewer Seﬂi;e Permit, 1939
¢leude A. Williams 1411 Etbridge Ave,
E 22' of 2, all
159 - agz 3 end -
W 18' of U4

Pemberton Helights
2 atory frame rosidence and frame garage
with servant quarters.
276N T-6-39
Building Permit, 1939

. Pr. R. O, SwearniE§31~ s lhli'Ethridge Ave.:
159 B 22'0f 2-ai)3=W.18' of 4 C 22

Pemberton Heights: .
add storage room south side of garage with breezeway. -
Prame 2 story add to res-

67067 7/23/97 11%00.00
Ernest Papker add k.

Convert screen porch on lst floor & add to game room.
1st floort: game roomebrezkfast & utility room
2nd floors 2 bedrooms- 1 bath

Building Permit, 1957

Charles Villasenor 1411 Ethridge Avenue
ADDRESS
159 E22' of 2,3, & 18' of 4 27
PLAT 1L.OT BIX
Pemberton Hts.
SUBDLVISION
Residence
OCCUPANCY
2]5266 11-27=69 OWNERS 4¢3 500,00
BLD PERMIT # DATE ESTIMATE °
owner several
CONTRACTOR NO, OF FIXTURES
Exist Exist
WATER TAP REC # SEWER TAP REC #

Remodel exist residence
Building Permit, 1969

Cl12-12
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