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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Objective
• Respond to  por t ion  of  Resolut ion  20220609-061 that  requires  

staff  to  br ing  for th  an  ord inance  re lated  to  env ironmental  
protect ion  in  September  amending T i t le  25  

• Key subject  areas
• Stormwater
• Landscape
• Water Resource Protection
• Colorado River Protections
• Previously identified minor code amendments and other amendments that meet the 

objectives of the resolution
• Incentivize Missing Middle
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Progress So Far
• Internal  Watershed Protect ion  Dept  (WPD)  techni ca l  s taff
• Input  f rom other  depar tments  inc luding

• Development Services Department
• Austin Water
• Austin Transportation 
• CoA Project Connect Office
• Housing and Planning
• Law

• Environmental  Commiss ion  Workgroup 7/25/2022
• Environmental  Commiss ion  Update  8/3/2022
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Next Steps
• 9/6/2022 - Env i ronmental  Commiss ion
• 9/13/2022 - P lanning Commiss ion
• 9/29/2022 - C i ty  Counc i l  

Phase  2 :  Greenf ie ld  Detent ion  Requirements  and Urban S lope  
Protect ion

• September & October Commissions 
• November City Council
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Stormwater
“ 1 .  E s t a b l i s h  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  p r i o r i t i z e  w h e n  g r e e n  s t o r m wa t e r  m e t h o d s  s h o u l d  
b e  r e q u i r e d  o r  i n c e n t i v i z e d  ove r  c o n ve n t i o n a l  s t o r m wa t e r  c o n t r o l s ”  
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Conventional Stormwater Control 
(Sedimentation & Filtration Pond)Rain garden 
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Benefits of  Green 
Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI)

• Improved  e cosys tem se r v i c e s
• Improved  s to rmwater  

i n f i l t ra t i on
• So i l  hea l th
• Wi ld l i f e  hab i ta t
• Heat  i s l and  mi t i ga t i on
• Water  conse r vat i on
• Aes thet i c  va lue
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

GSI Timeline
• 2 0 1 2 :  I m a g i n e  Au s t i n  a p p r ove d

• 2 0 1 3 :  Wa t e r s h e d  P r o t e c t i o n  O r d i n a n c e  a p p r ove d

• 2 0 1 4 :  P h a s e  2  o f  t h e  Wa t e r s h e d  P r o t e c t i o n  O r d i n a n c e  

Au s t i n  Wa t e r  Re s o u r c e  P l a n n i n g  Ta s k  Fo r c e

• 2 0 1 5 :  G r e e n  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  Wo rk i n g  G r o u p

W P D  C o d e N E X T Te a m

• 2 0 1 6 :  D eve l o p m e n t  a n d  a p p r ova l  o f  d r a f t  c o d e  l a n g u a g e

N a t u r a l  &  B u i l t  E n v i r o n m e n t  P r e s c r i p t i o n  P a p e r

• 2 0 1 7 : G S I  p r o p o s a l  i n c l u d e d  i n  C o d e N E X T
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

GSI Timeline
• 2 0 1 7 :  O r i g i n a l  G S I  p r o p o s a l  i n c l u d e  i n  D r a f t  1  a n d  2  o f  

C o d e N E X T

R e v i s e d  G S I  p r o p o s a l  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  

D r a f t  3

C o u n c i l  R e s o l u t i o n  f o r  G r e e n  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e / G S I
• 2 0 1 8 :  C o d e N E X T p r o c e s s  e n d e d  b y  C i t y  C o u n c i l

• 2 0 1 9 :  C o u n c i l  a d o p t s  p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n  t o  g u i d e  L D C  

R e v i s i o n

G S I  p r o p o s a l  r e v i s e d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  p u b l i c  d r a f t

• 2 0 2 0 :  L D C  R e v i s i o n  h a l t e d  a f t e r  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  r u l i n g

• 2 0 2 2 :  N e w  C o u n c i l  R e s o l u t i o n  f r o m  C i t y  C o u n c i l  

( 2 0 2 2 0 6 0 9 - 0 6 1 )
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Stormwater
“ 1 .  E s t a b l i s h  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  p r i o r i t i ze  w h e n  g r e e n  s t o r m wa t e r  m e t h o d s  s h o u l d  
b e  r e q u i r e d  o r  i n c e n t i v i ze d  ove r  c o nve n t i o n a l  s t o r m wa t e r  c o n t ro l s ”

D r a f t  Re c o m m e n d a t i o n
• A d o p t  L D C  Rew r i t e  2 n d Re a d i n g  Re c o m m e n d a t i o n
• C o d e  A m e n d m e n t s

• Require GSI for sites with less than 90% impervious cover
• Carve outs for sites that treat existing impervious cover with an area greater than 10 acres or for sites that may 

generate highly contaminated runoff
• Allow administrative variance with conditions 

• F u t u r e  E nv i ro n m e n t a l  C r i t e r i a  M a n u a l  ( E C M )  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  m o r e  c l e a r l y  
d e f i n e  G S I

• C o n s i d e r  i m p rove m e n t  t o  s e d i m e n t a t i o n / f i l t r a t i o n  p o n d  d e s i g n  s t a n d a r d s
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Stormwater
“ 2 .  Re q u i r e  s u r f a c e  p a rk i n g  l o t  s t o r m wa t e r  t o  e n t e r  p e r v i o u s  p a rk i n g  l o t  
i s l a n d s,  l a n d s c a p e d  m e d i a n s,  a n d  p e r i m e t e r  l a n d s c a p e s  a s  a  m e t h o d  o f  
wa t e r  q u a l i t y  a n d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  p a ve m e n t  b e  g r a d e d  t o  a l l ow  r u n o f f  t o  
e n t e r  p l a n t i n g  a r e a s ”

D r a f t  Re c o m m e n d a t i o n
• S t a f f  d o  n o t  r e c o m m e n d  r e q u i r i n g  a l l  l a n d s c a p e  a r e a s  t o  s e r ve  a s  wa t e r  

q u a l i t y  c o n t ro l s  f o r  wa t e r  q u a l i t y  t r e a t m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s
• Re m ove  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a l l  p a rk i n g  l o t  l a n d s c a p e  a r e a s  b e  p ro t e c t e d  by  

a  6 ”  c u r b  ( L D C  2 5 - 2 - 1 0 0 7  Pa rk i n g  L o t s )
• Re m ove  s t o r m wa t e r  i r r i g a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  ( L D C  2 5 - 2 - 1 0 0 8  I r r i g a t i o n  

Re q u i r e m e n t s )
• Re q u i r e  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  d r a i n  s t o r m wa t e r  t o  l a n d s c a p e  a r e a s  w h e r e  p o s s i b l e  

( L D C  2 5 - 8 - 1 8 5  O ve r l a n d  F l ow )
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Stormwater
“5 .  A l l ow  c i s te rns  to  be  s i zed  beyond  the  requ i red  s to rm captu re  amount  
and  remove  requ i rement  fo r  s to rmwater  r e l ease  so  that  they  can  supp ly  
i r r i ga t i on  needs  th roughout  the  year”

Dra f t  Re commendat ion

• Land  Deve lopment  Code  and  Env i ronmenta l  C r i t e r i a  Manua l  a l r eady  
a l l ow  c i s te rns  to  be  s i zed  beyond  requ i red  s to rm captu re  amount  =  no  
code  amendment  ne ces sa r y

• ECM update  to  con t inue  i nves t i ga t ing  emerg ing  te chno logy,  i n c lud ing  
smar t  c on t ro l s,  t o  de te rmine  re l ease  requ i rements  f o r  wate r  qua l i t y

• Cont inued  c l o se  co l l abora t i on  be tween  Aus t in  Water  and  WPD  s ta f f
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

What is Functional Green?

F u n c t i o n a l  G r e e n  L a n d s c a p e  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  e c o s y s t e m  
s e r v i c e  v a l u e  c r e a t e d  b y  l a n d s c a p e .  I t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  
i m p r o v e  e c o l o g i c a l  b a l a n c e ,  r e p l e n i s h  n a t i v e  v e g e t a t i o n ,  
a n d  e n h a n c e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y,  a n d  w e l f a r e .

T h e  F u n c t i o n a l  G r e e n  S c o r e  m e a s u r e s  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  
e c o s y s t e m  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  e l e m e n t s  
p r o p o s e d  f o r  a  d e v e l o p m e n t  s i t e .  L a n d s c a p e  p l a n s  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  r e a c h  a  t o t a l  t a r g e t  F u n c t i o n a l  G r e e n  S c o r e  
b a s e d  o n  t h e  a s s i g n e d  v a l u e  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  a r e a  o f  e a c h  
l a n d s c a p e  e l e m e n t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  s i t e .
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“3.  Implement  Funct iona l  Green  requi rements  for  proper t ies  
with  more  than  80% a l lowable  imperv ious  cover”



C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

What is Functional Green?
R e q u i r e d  n u m b e r  o f  p o i n t s  b a s e d  o n  s i t e  a r e a  
f o r  h i g h  i m p e r v i o u s  s i t e s .

L a n d s c a p e  e l e m e n t s  m a y  i n c l u d e :
• E x i s t i n g  o r  n e w l y  p l a n t e d  t r e e s
• S h r u b s ,  o r n a m e n t a l  g r a s s e s ,  p e r e n n i a l  f o r b s ,  

g r o u n d c o v e r s
• T u r f  a r e a s  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  a e s t h e t i c  o r  a t h l e t i c  u s e s
• V e g e t a t e d  w a l l
• I r r i g a t i o n  w i t h  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a t e r  s o u r c e s
• V e g e t a t e d  r o o f
• R a i n  g a r d e n s
• P o r o u s  p a v e m e n t
• S u s p e n d e d  p a v e m e n t  s y s t e m  ( f o r  i m p r o v e d  u r b a n  

t r e e  h e a l t h )
• P o l l i n a t o r  r e s o u r c e s
• P u b l i c l y  a c c e s s i b l e  g r e e n  s p a c e  a d j a c e n t  t o  R O W  o r  

p u b l i c  s i d e w a l k
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Functional Green
“3.  Implement  Funct iona l  Green  requi rements  for  proper t ies  
with  more  than  80% a l lowable  imperv ious  cover”

Draft Recommendat ion
• Uphold  prev ious  recommendat ion  f rom LDC rewr i te  2 nd

read ing  with  minor  ed i ts
• New Landscape  Sect ion  in  LDC 25 -2 -1009
• Appl ies  to  Centra l  Bus iness  D is t r i c t  and  Downtown Mixed -Use  

zon ing  d is t r i c t s  and  other  s i tes  with  greater  than  80% 
a l lowable  imperv ious  cover
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Water Resource Protection
“7 .  P roh ib i t  i n - channe l  de ten t i on  
ponds,  except  f o r  cap i ta l  p ro j e c t s  o r  
p r i va te /publ i c  pa r tner sh ips  where  
no  o ther  a l t e rnat i ve  i s  f eas ib l e”
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Draf t  Re commendat ion
• LDC  code  amendment  to  

25 -8 -261 ( F )  wh i ch  a l l ows  
i n - channe l  de ten t i on  and  
wet  ponds

Example of existing in-channel detention pond



C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Water Resource Protection
“ 8 .  Re q u i r e  p ro j e c t s  t o  r e l o c a t e  r e p l a c e d  o r  u p s i ze d  wa s t ewa t e r  p i p e s  
o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  i n n e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  wa t e r  q u a l i t y  Z o n e …

1 0 .  Re q u i r e  u t i l i t y  e a s e m e n t s  t o  m e e t  t h e  s a m e  s t a n d a r d s  a s  u t i l i t y  
p i p e s  w i t h i n  c r e e k s  a n d  c r e e k  bu f f e r s ”

D r a f t  Re c o m m e n d a t i o n

• C o d e  a m e n d m e n t  t o  L D C  2 5 - 8 - 2 6 1 ( D )  r e l a t i n g  t o  u t i l i t y  l i n e s  i n  
C r i t i c a l  Wa t e r  Q u a l i t y  Z o n e s  

• C o d e  a m e n d m e n t  t o  L D C  2 5 - 8 - 2 6 1 ( E )  r e l a t i n g  t o  u t i l i t y  l i n e s  r u n n i n g  
p a r a l l e l  t o  C r i t i c a l  Wa t e r  Q u a l i t y  Z o n e s  i n  u r b a n  a n d  s u bu r b a n  
wa t e r s h e d s  
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Water Resource Protection
“9 .  P rov ide  wet land  p ro te c t i ons  and  bu f fe r s  
equa l l y  a l ong  Lady  B i rd  Lake  to  he lp  
s tab i l i ze  and  p revent  e ros i on  a long  the  
sho re l ine”

Draf t  Re commendat ion
• Code  amendment  to  LDC  25 -8 -282 (A )  

Wet land  P ro te c t i on
• Reta in  ex i s t i ng  exempt ions  fo r  wet lands  

bounded  by  I - 35 ,  R i ve r s ide  Dr,  Bar ton  
Sp r ings  Rd ,  Lamar,  and  15 th S t ree t  bu t  
ca r ve  ou t  the  wet lands  a s so c i a ted  w i th  
Lady  B i rd  Lake.
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Colorado River Protections
“ Th e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  d i r e c t s  t h e  C i t y  M a n a g e r  t o  eva l u a t e  t h e  
e f f e c t i ve n e s s  o f  ex i s t i n g  C r i t i c a l  Wa t e r  Q u a l i t y  Z o n e  a n d  E ro s i o n  
H a z a r d  Z o n e  bu f f e r s  o n  t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i ve r  d ow n s t r e a m  o f  t h e  
L o n g h o r n  D a m  a n d  t o  p ro p o s e  p ro t e c t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  p rov i d e  a d e q u a t e  
p ro t e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  r i ve r  t h a t  w i l l  e n s u r e  a  h e a l t h y  r i p a r i a n  c o r r i d o r  t o  
s t a b i l i ze  t h e  r i ve r b a n k  a n d  p ro t e c t  p ro p e r t y  f ro m  e ro s i o n ”

E x i s t i n g  L D C  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n c l u d e :
- E r o s i o n  H a z a r d  Z o n e  a n a l y s i s  w i t h i n  1 0 0 ’  o f  t h e  O r d i n a r y  H i g h  Wa t e r

M a rk  ( O H W M )
- C r i t i c a l  Wa t e r  Q u a l i t y  Z o n e  ( C W Q Z )  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  2 0 0 ’ - 4 0 0 ’  f e e t  

d e p e n d i n g  o n  1 0 0 - y e a r  f l o o d p l a i n
- N o  s p e c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  s t o r m wa t e r  d i s c h a r g e  o n  h i g h l y  e r o d i b l e  

b a n k  o f  t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i ve r
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Colorado River Protections
“ T h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  d i r e c t s  t h e  C i t y  M a n a g e r  t o  eva l u a t e  t h e  e f f e c t i ve n e s s  o f  
ex i s t i n g  C r i t i c a l  Wa t e r  Q u a l i t y  Z o n e  a n d  E r o s i o n  H a z a r d  Z o n e  b u f f e r s  o n  
t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i ve r  d o w n s t r e a m  o f  t h e  L o n g h o r n  D a m  a n d  t o  p r o p o s e  
p r o t e c t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  p r ov i d e  a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  r i ve r  t h a t  w i l l  
e n s u r e  a  h e a l t h y  r i p a r i a n  c o r r i d o r  t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  r i ve r b a n k  a n d  p r o t e c t  
p r o p e r t y  f r o m  e r o s i o n ”

D r a f t  Re c o m m e n d a t i o n
• C o d e  a m e n d m e n t  t o  L D C  2 5 - 7 - 3 2  D i r e c t o r  Au t h o r i ze d  t o  Re q u i r e  E r o s i o n  

H a z a r d  Z o n e  A n a l y s i s  – ex p a n d e d  t o  4 0 0 ’  f r o m  O r d i n a r y  H i g h  Wa t e r M a rk  
( O H W M )

• C o d e  a m e n d m e n t  t o  L D C  2 5 - 8 - 9 2  C r i t i c a l  Wa t e r  Q u a l i t y  Z o n e s  E s t a b l i s h e d  
t o  ex p a n d  C W Q Z  t o  4 0 0 ’  f r o m  O H W M

• C o d e  a m e n d m e n t  t o  L D C  2 5 - 8 - 2 6 1 ( E )  t o  r e q u i r e  n ew  s t o r m wa t e r  o u t f a l l s  
t o  d i s c h a r g e  i n  d r a i n a g e s  l o c a t e d  u p s t r e a m  o f  t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i ve r

• U p d a t e  C i t y  o f  Au s t i n  P r o p e r t y  P r o f i l e  v i ew e r  t o  s h o w  e s t i m a t e d  l o c a t i o n  
o f  O H W M
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Other code amendments
“11 .  Addres s  cu r ren t  env i ronmenta l  c ode  i n cons i s ten c i e s  and  o ther  
m ino r  c ode  rev i s i ons  i n  Chapte r s  25 -7  and  25 -8  that  s ta f f  have  
p rev ious l y  i den t i f i ed  and  rev i ewed  as  pa r t  o f  the  Code  Next  and  
the  Land  Deve lopment  Code  rev i s i on  p ro ces s .

The  C i t y  Counc i l  i n i t i a tes  o ther  c ode  amendments,  a s  ne ces sa r y,  t o  
a c comp l i sh  the  goa l s  o f  th i s  Reso lu t ion .  The  C i t y  Counc i l  expe c t s  
that  these  code  amendments  w i l l  u se  the  p rev ious  s ta f f  work  and ,  
where  appropr ia te,  adhere  as  c l o se l y  a s  pos s ib le  to  the  l anguage  
and  i n ten t  o f  the  o rd inances  p rev ious l y  d ra f ted  and  rev i ewed  
th rough  the  p roposed  rev i s i on  o f  the  Land  Deve lopment  Code.”
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Other code amendments
D r a f t  Re c o m m e n d a t i o n
• U p d a t e  t o  c o r r e c t  d e p a r t m e n t  n a m e s  a n d  a c c o u n t a b l e  o f f i c i a l s
• M i n o r  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s

• Minor revisions to titles to improve readability
• 25-2 Landscape streetyard tree requirements consolidated with other streetyard landscape requirements
• 25-8 Division 1 Critical Water Quality Zone Restrictions renamed Waterway and Floodplain
• 25-8 Floodplain modification criteria moved directly after Critical Water Quality Zone
• 25-2-1179(B) Bulkhead wave abatement requirements moved to 25-8-261(C)
• Move lake fill/land capture & lake dredge requirements to 25-8-261(C)

• M i n o r  e d i t s  t o  i m p rove  c l a r i t y  w i t h o u t  c h a n g i n g  i n t e n t
• Edits to floodplain modification language
• Edits to roadside ditch exemption

• E xe m p t  r a i n wa t e r  h a r ve s t i n g  c i s t e r n s  f ro m  i m p e r v i o u s  c ove r  
c a l c u l a t i o n s
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Other code amendments
Draf t  Re commendat ion
• S t reaml ine  and  c l a r i f y  p ro ces s  f o r  r edeve lopment  except i ons  i n  

U rban ,  Suburban ,  Wate r  Supp ly  Suburban ,  and  Water  Supp ly  Rura l  
wate r sheds  

• Minor  ed i t s  t o  Bar ton  Sp r ings  Zone  redeve lopment  except i on  to  
a l l ow  GS I  when  sed imentat i on / f i l t ra t i on  ponds  a re  cu r ren t l y  
r equ i red

• Update  Env i ronmenta l  Resour ce  Invento r y  r equ i rement  to  r emove  
ce r ta in  (WQTZ ,  EA  Cont r ibut ing  Zone,  DWPZ )  t r i gger s  and  add  
requ i rement  fo r  up land  ponded  a reas  p rev ious l y  i den t i f i ed  i n  G IS

• Update  s t ree t  c ro s s ing  requ i rements  to  u se  l anguage  cons i s ten t  
w i th  ASMP
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Other code amendments
Draf t  Re commendat ion
• Al low C r i t i c a l  Env i ronmenta l  Featu re  va r ian ces  to  be  approved  a t  

s ta f f  l eve l  except  when  mechan i zed  pedes t r i an  a c ce s s  i s  p roposed  
w i th in  500 ’  o f  Lake  Aus t in

• Al low SCM re t ro f i t s  i n  f l oodp la in  and  w i th in  50 ’  o f  a  CEF  to  
addres s  ex i s t i ng  d ra inage  i s sues

• C la r i f y  the  ex i s t i n subd iv i s i on  requ i rements  r e la ted  to  CEFs
• Remove  code  l anguage  that  exp l i c i t l y  a l l ows  wet lands  to  se r ve  as  

wate r  qua l i t y  c on t ro l s
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Other code amendments
Draf t  Re commendat ion
• Update  cu t / f i l l  r e s t r i c t i ons  to  a l l ow  cu t / f i l l  i n  exces s  o f  4 ’  f o r  

c ons t ru c t i on  o f  s t ree t  o r  d r i veway  ne ces sa r y  to  p rov ide  p r imar y  
a c ces s  w i th  cond i t i ons

• Remove  25 -8 -367  Re lo ca t i on  o f  Sho re l i ne  Between  Tom Mi l l e r  
Dam and  Longhorn  Dam

• S imp l i f y  Endangered  Spe c i e s  Not i f i c a t i on
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Incentivize Missing Middle

25

“The  i n i t i a ted  o rd inances  w i l l  ensu re  that ,  f o r  the  same  
env i ronmenta l  impac t  a s  a  s i ng le - fami l y  home,  the  C i t y  does  no t  
d i s i n cen t i v i ze  sma l l - s ca l e  m i s s ing  midd le  hous ing  p ro j e c t s”

Dra f t  Re commendat ion
• C la r i f y  wh i ch  e l ements  app ly  to  s i ng le  fami l y  r e s ident ia l

( ex :  imper v ious  cove r  de f in i t i ons,  e ro s i on/ sed imentat i on  
con t ro l ,  wate rway  p ro te c t i ons  fo r  l o t s  p la t ted  a f te r  May  18 ,  
1986 ,  c l ea r ing  o f  vegeta t i on ,  cu t ,  f i l l )

• Adopt  s im i la r  p ro ces s  r equ i rements  a s  p roposed  i n  LDC  Rewr i te



C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Incentivize Missing Middle
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Draf t  Re commendat ion
• Al low up  to  11  un i t s  ( un le s s  more  a l l owable  v ia  A f fo rdab i l i t y  

Un lo cked  p rogram)  on  ex i s t i ng  s ing le  fami l y  l o t s  t o  be  exempt  f rom 
fu l l  s i t e  p lan  rev i ew  p ro ces s

• Same  env i ronmenta l  r equ i rements  a s  those  that  app ly  to  s i ng le  
fami l y  r e s ident ia l

• Imper v ious  cove r  l im i t  o f  45%
• S i te l im i t  up  to  0 .5  a c res
• Admin i s t ra t i ve  va r ian ce  op t i on  fo r  l o t s  w i th  wate rway  se tbacks  that  

were  e s tabl i shed  a f te r  p la t t ing



C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Incentivize Missing Middle
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Draf t  Re commendat ion
• Requ i re  Sma l l  P ro j e c t  S i t e  P lan  App l i ca t i ons  fo r  qua l i f y ing  p ro j e c t s

• Es tabl i shed  rev i ew pro ces s w i th  ex i s t i ng fee  s t ru c tu re  fo r  
pa r tner ing  depar tments

• No  not i c e  
• Fas te r rev i ew t ime



C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T

Next Steps
• 9/6/2022 - Env i ronmental  Commiss ion
• 9/13/2022 - P lanning Commiss ion
• 9/29/2022 - C i ty  Counc i l  

Phase  2 :  Greenf ie ld  Detent ion  Requirements  and Urban S lope  
Protect ion

• September & October Commissions 
• November City Council
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Questions
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