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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

HLC DATE: July 6, 2022 PC DATE: August 9, 2022; August 23, 2022
CASE NUMBER: C141H-2022-0099

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 2002 Scenic Drive

APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission (owner-opposed)

HISTORIC NAME: Delisle House

WATERSHED: Lady Bird Lake

ZONING CHANGE: SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP COUNCIL DISTRICT: 10

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change from family residence — neighborhood plan
(SF-3-NP) zoning to family residence — historic landmark — neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning.
Should the Commission decide against recommendation over owner objection, require completion of a City of Austin
Documentation Package prior to permit release.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: Architecture, landscape features, and historical associations

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommend historic zoning based on architectural significance,
landscape features, and historical associations, on a motion by

Commissioner Koch. Commissioner Tollett seconded the motion. VVote: 10-0

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: August 9, 2022- Postponed to August 23, 2022 per Planning Commission request.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: TBD ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Kimberly Collins, 974-2727

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONS: Austin Lost and Found Pets, Austin Neighborhoods Council, Central West Austin
Neighborhood Plan Contact Team, Friends of Austin Neighborhoods, Neighborhood Empowerment Foundation,
Preservation Austin, SELTexas, Save Barton Creek Assn., Save Historic Muny District, Sierra Club, Austin Regional
Group, TNR BCP - Travis County Natural Resources, Tarrytown Alliance, Tarrytown Neighborhood Association, West
Austin Neighborhood Group

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: A valid petition against historic zoning has been filed by the owner’s agent.
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

§25-2-352(A)(3)(b)(i) Architecture. The property embodies the distinguishing characteristics of a recognized architectural
style, type, or method of construction; exemplifies technological innovation in design or construction; displays high artistic
value in representing ethnic or folk art, architecture, or construction; represents a rare example of an architectural style in
the city; serves as an outstanding example of the work of an architect, builder, or artisan who significantly contributed to
the development of the city, state, or nation; possesses cultural, historical, or architectural value as a particularly fine or
unique example of a utilitarian or vernacular structure; or represents an architectural curiosity or one-of-a-kind building.
A property located within a local historic district is ineligible to be nominated for landmark designation under the criterion
for architecture unless it possesses exceptional significance or is representative of a separate period of significance.

The primary building is a good example of Spanish eclectic architecture with Modern-style Fehr and Granger influences.
The accessory structure is a unique example of eclectic, mid-century, and Gothic Revival architecture; it features unique
Mansbendel keystones throughout. It appears to convey architectural significance as a one-of-a-kind structure in Austin.

The primary building at 2002 Scenic Drive, known historically as River Street or River Avenue, is a two-story Spanish
eclectic residence with Modern and eclectic additions constructed during the historic period. Itis clad in stucco and masonry
and capped with a compound-hipped roof with deep eaves. Fenestration includes multi-light wood casement windows
irregularly placed throughout. A cylindrical turret with a crenelated parapet and arched windows flanks an open masonry
porch that leads to an expansive designed landscape.

The secondary building is an eclectic Gothic Revival cottage. It is two stories in height with an arched palisade, cedar-shake
roof, and masonry cladding. A two-story turret with faux chequerboard trim dominates the principal elevation. Each round
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arch includes a limestone keystone carved by famed local stoneworker Peter Mansbendel.

A renovation was designed circa 1946-47 by prominent Austin architects Fehr & Granger. Officially established in
1946, Fehr & Granger was one of the first and possibly most influential mid-century modern architectural firms in
Austin. The firm flourished, with an extensive body of work consisting of both residential and commercial projects.
They received multiple awards for their work in the magazine Progressive Architecture.

§25-2-352(A)(3)(b)(ii) Historical Associations. The property has long-standing significant associations with persons,
groups, institutions, businesses, or events of historic importance which contributed significantly to the history of the city,
state, or nation; or represents a significant portrayal of the cultural practices or the way of life of a definable group of
people in a historic time.

The property appears to have significant historical associations with builder, entrepreneur, and optician Raymond Delisle.

The house at 2002 Scenic Drive, called River Street or River Avenue before 1940, was constructed around 1923 by
Raymond Maurice Delisle as his homestead. Delisle, the son of a Houston architect, built 16 other houses in the River Street
area while also working as an optician in Austin. He owned and operated the Austin Optical Company from the early 1920s
until his retirement around 1940. He was one of the 1927 incorporators of the Urnite Manufacturing Company. Urnite, a
synthetic stone material created by Austinite C.F. Paul, appears to have been used in several landscape features, and terraces
around the property. Delisle’s other designs appear to reflect his unique “fairytale cottage” aesthetic, and his own home is
a testament to his appreciation for Gothic Revival detailing.

Later occupants include William Foster and then Mr. and Mrs. K.D. Shoudy. After the Shoudy family lost a young son
while living at the property in 1945, they sold the house to C.H. and Mildred Slator. It stayed in the Slator family until 2021,
according to TCAD records. C.H. Slator, was a local attorney and co-owner of the Tavern (ca. 1953).

§25-2-352(A)(3)(b)(v) Landscape Feature. The property is a significant natural or designed landscape or landscape feature
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

The property appears to have a significant and unique designed landscape with aesthetic and historical value. Some
landscape features, including the arched bridge and bench, appear to incorporate Delisle’s Urnite material. This local Austin-
based building material is rare today. Additionally, the landscape designed by Delisle specifically relates to his architectural
vision for the house, with meandering walks, an expansive lawn, and an early swimming pool built into the hillside
topography to provide a river view.

PARCEL NO.: 0117090604

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT 3-5 LESS S39.53 FT OF E26.74FT AV OF LOT 5 BLK 4 LAUREL HEIGHTS

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: Non-homestead, no cap: $16, 107.62 total, city portion $5,654.81.
Homestead: $8,500 total (capped), city portion $2,500 (capped).

APPRAISED VALUE: $3,503,552

DATE BUILT Ca. 1923 PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1923-1972
INTEGRITY: High

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Addition to the primary residence during the historic period

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Raymond and Ammon Delisle

PRESENT USE: Residential, vacant

PRESENT OWNERS: Michael P. Murphy

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.
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LOCATION MAP
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

Photos

Northwest view of primary residence Northwest view of accessory building

North-facing view of accessory building
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West-facing view of accessory building North-facing view of accessory building (middle window)

West elevation of accessory building
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West elevation of accessory building

Primary residence
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North elevation of primary residence

West elevation turret (primary residence)
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West elevation (primary residence)

Landscape (Southside of property)
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Landscape (Southside of property)

Landscape (Southside of property)
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Landscape (Southside of property)

Pool (Southside of property)
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Bridge (Southside of property)

Historic Preservation Office, 2022

Occupancy History
City Directory Research, March 2022

1959

1957

1955

1952

1949

1947

C. H. and Mildred E. Slator, owners
Lawyer 1211 Perry-Brooks building

C. H. and Mildred E. Slator, owners
Lawyer 1211 Perry-Brooks building

C. H. and Mildred E. Slator, owners
Lawyer 1211 Perry-Brooks building

C. H. and Mildred E. Slator, owners
Lawyer 1211 Perry-Brooks building

C. H. and Mildred E. Slator, owners
Lawyer 709 Littlefield building

Address not listed
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Bench (South of primary residence)
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Aerials
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1977 Aerial
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1977 Aerial

Permits
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Water service permit, 1951
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i TS
Cs He Slator 2002 Scenic Drive
165 v, 4, and & 4 - -

Laurel Helghta
Masonry addition to residence.

We Tse Walker and Son
Building permit, 1949

Fehr & Granger Stamp
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Fehr & Granger remodel plans, date.
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Fehr & Granger remodel plans.
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Fehr & Granger remodel plans.
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10—WANTED: REAL ESTATE

WANTED TO buy nne & mom and 1 &
room  house  feom. owner, Immediate
possession necesaary. Write oro eontact

Willlam J. Foster, 1003 Beanle Drive,

Atiatin,

Delisle Rites Set al 3 P.M.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jan 6, 1953
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman

pg. 16

Delisle Rites
Setat 3 P. M.

Raymond Maurlce Delisle, 83,
resident of Austin for the past 33
years, died at his home Monday.
A rectired optical, he owned the
Austin Optical Company for 2§
ycars until about 10 years ago.

Survivors are his wife, Mrs. Am-
mon Delisle; a daughter, Mrs. Ed
Wroe Jr., both of Austin; two sons,
Robert R. Neyland, Fart Worth and
Major Mayo W, Neyland, Kelly Air
Force Base, San_Antonio; a brother,
Ernest  A. Dellsle, Los Angeles,
Calit, and an aunt, Mrs, F. L.
Adams, Atlanta, Ga, ~ - - ¢

Funeral services were scheduled

at St, David's Eplscopal Chureh!
Tuesday at 3 p. m. with the Rev.’

Charles A, Sumncrs  officiating,
Burial was in Austin Memorial
PPark under the' dircction of the
Weed-Corley Funeral Home.
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KENNETH D. SHODY, JR.

. Kenneth D. Shoudy, Jr., infant
son of Mr. and Mrs. K. D. Shoudy,
2002‘Sccnic drive, died in a local |
hospital Friday night. Besides his
parents, he is survived by one sis-
ter, Lois Jan.

The body will be at the Weed-
Corcly Funeral home until 3 p. m.
Sunday when it will be taken to
the First English Lutheran church
where services wil be held at 4
pP. m. Rev. Lewis P. Speaker will
officiate and burial will be in Me-
morial park. ' '
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Delisle Timeline
1889
Raymond Maurce Delisle, bom February 8, 1889, to Adrien and Florence McLeod Delisle in

Chatlanooga, Tennessee; there are four sons in the family (Emest, Eugene, Raymond, and |

Albert)
ca. 1900
Delisle family moves to Houston, Texas; father works as architect
1917=-1918
Delisle registers for draft in Houston, No, M1509

Delisle marries Gladdys (sometimes Gladys) Katherine Legg of London, Ontario, March 2,
1918, Christ Church, Houston; born March 1890 to Archie and Margaret Legg

1919

Raymond M Delisle, 1908 Drew Ave, Houston, Texas, Optician (Houston City Direclory, 1919,
lists this address as also the home of Adrien Delisle and Albert 1, Delisle)

Delisles move to Austin, Texas

Death of “infant Delisle" (male, premature birth), October 5, 1919, Physicians' and Surgeons’
Hospital [610 W. 17th], Austin; buried Oectober 6, 1919, in Oakwood Cemetery, Austin

1920
March 17, 1920 (Travis County Deed Records, Book 328, p. 555)

Margaret A. Stiles to R. M. Delisle, part of Lot 4, Block 5, James Subdivision, Outlet No. 3,
Division 2 (may be the first property purchased by Delisle)

1920 city directory: R. M. Delisle (Austin Optical Co.), rms 712 W 1dth, Austin, Texas
Austin Optical Co., 204 W. 6th

1922

April 12, 1922 (Book 335, p. 2834)

J. M Walsh et al. (owners of Wm Walsh Estate} to B. M Delisle, 13.45-acre teact “out of what is
known as Walsh Place,” Division B; “adjacent to and just northeast of the Lake Austin
Dam in Travis County™; 8,800 (33,000 in cash plus six promissory notes).

1922 city directory: Raymond M Delisle (Austin Optical Co., Gladys), v 1011 W, 17th, Austin,
Texas

Austin Optical Co,, 108 W. 6th
1923
May 2, 1923 (Book 349, p. 267A)

R. M. Delisle and Gladdys K. Delisle to J. Garland Shelton, part of 13.45 acres of Walsh Place
Addition, Division B
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1524 city directory: Raymond M Delisle {Austin Optical Co., Gladys), r Lake Austin, Austin,
Texas

Austin Optical Co., 108 W, 6th

1925

May 18, 1925 (Book 394, p. T2A)

R. M. Delisle and Gladdys K. Delisle to A. J. Kleberg, part of 13.45 acres of Walsh Place
Addition, Division B

1926

July 31, 1926 (“deed of conveyance lost before the same was filed™; replacement deed “to
correct the record” executed July 30, 1929; see below)

E. M. Delisle and Gladdys K. Delisle to Harry Hartman, 13,45 seres [less carve-outs of sold
parts] of Walsh Place, Division B; $2,000 cash plus five promissory notes of 31,500 each

October 4, 1926 (Book 396, p. 68A)

R. M. Delisle and Gladdys K. Delisle to 0. G. Hofheinz, part of Walsh Place, Division B

1927

1927 city directory: Raymond M Delisle (Austin Optical Co., Gladys), r Lake Austin
Austin Optical Co., 108 W. 6th

February 24, 1927, divorce decree filed in Bexar County

1928

April 9, 1928 (Boak 450, p. 2494)

E. C. Fallwell and Sallie M. Fallwell to R. M. Delisle, Lots 3 and 4, Block 4, Laurel Heights
Addition No. 1; $950 (3550 cash, $400 note)

July 12, 1928 (Book 450, p. 2484)

E. C. Fallwell and Sallie M. Fallwell to R. M. Delisle, Lot 5, Block 4, Laure] Heights Addition
No. 1, $400 (%100 cash, $300 note)

1929
July 30, 1929 (Book 473, p. 179A); replacement deed *to correct the record™

R. M. Delisle and Gladdys K. Delisle [now “femme sole™] to Harry Hartman, 13,45 acres of
Walsh Place Addition, Division B [less carve-outs]

1929 city directory: Raymond Delisle (Austin Optical Co.), res Laure] Heights

1930-1931 city directory: Raymond M Delisle, Laure] Heights, Lake Austin
Austin Optical Co., 202 Noerwood Bldg.

1931

April 28, 1931({Book 465, p- 5T1A)
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E. H. Perry to R. M. Delisle, Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, Block 5, Laurel Heights; $2,000 ($1,500 cash,
%500 note)

1932 city directory: Raymond M Delisle, Lake Austin
1935 city directory: Raymond M Delisle, Lake Austin
1937 caty directory: Raymond M Delisle, Lake Austin
1939

15939 city directory: Raymond M Delisle (Austin Optical Co.), 1906 Leaurel Ave. [changed 1o
Matthews Drive in November 1940]

Januwary 1, 193%, marriage to Ammon MeGaughey Neyland (Book 37, p. 517); notice of license
issued: Ausrin American, December 24, 1939 [19387]; previous marriage to Mayo W,
Neyland, June 5, 1921, Hunt, Texas

December 27, 1939, R. M. and Ammon Delisle of 2002 River St., Austin, Texas, sail from New
Orleans as cruise passengers on the 5.5, Santa Marta, retumning January 4, 1940

1940 city directory: Raymond M Delisle, 2002 River Av [changed 10 Scenic Drive in November
1940], Laure] Heights

1941

January 4, 1941, R. M. and Ammon Delisle of 106 W, 6th, Austin, Texas, sail from Havana,
Cuba, as cruise passengers on the 5.5, Tolca, ammiving in New Orleans on January 6, 194]

18941 city directory: Raymond M Delisle, 2002 River

1942 city directory: Raymond M Delisle, 2002 River Av, Optician, Ammorn Delisle, Austin,
Texas

1942

Delisle registers for draft in Austin, Mo, U-2607; lists himself as “retired optician™
1944

May B, 1944 (Vol. 744, p. 119)

R. M. Delisle and Ammon Delisle to B. L. Shannon and Amy Shannon, Lots 2, 4, and 5 in Block
4 and Lots [ and 2 in Block 3, Lavrel Heights, includes “premises and improvements™;
£20,000 note

1947 city directory: Raymond M. Delisle, 2200 San Gabriel, Austin, Texas

1949 city directory: Raymond M. Delisle, 2200 San Gabriel

1953

January 5, 1933, death of R. M. Delisle (age 63), buried in Austin Memorial Park Cemetery
1953 city directory: Ammon Delisle, 3600 Meredith, Austin, Texas, R M Delisle

1957 city directory: Mrs. Ammaon Delisle, 2103a Woodmont Av, Austin, Texas

1960 city directory: Mrs. Ammen Delisle, 21032 Woodmont Av

1988

October 8, 1988, death of Ammon Delisle {age 87), buried in Austin Memorial Park Cemetery

Timeline of Raymond Delisle family
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NEW FACTORY

|

Urnite Develops Aus-
tin Product.

Urnite bdanufocturing eompany,
Austing newest manufacturing piant,
wis {ncorporated thls past weok In
tha office of the Sccerctary of Siate
withh A, M. Dolin, AL IHolek, A, M.
Treldale, C, . Faul and Max Wor-

kenthiln na ineorporators,

Urnlte Is the name of n patented
srnthetie stone, n nrocess worked
aut by nn Austin man, C. F. Paul,
Thia new atone has the appearanee
of  white  markie, but {3 mueh
tighter and  possesses  exceptlonnl
strength.

“Artleles  of any deslgn ean he
manufaciured from  thia  proceas
stone,” Max Werkenthin  pointed
out, "and Itz gualties of strength

Mrs. DeLisle Hostess at Lake Austin Home nml lghier welght make It supos
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Aug 12, 1923; rlor over concrele or metal”
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman The Urnite Moanufmeturing com-
pe Al pany was organlzed for the purpose
e ‘ of develaping this Inventlon and for
Mrs. DcLlslc Hosfcss al manufacturing  umms, hanches,
s takles, fountains, bird batha namd
I.GF;‘G AUSiI!‘I Home simllar narticles for the benutlfica-
' ' tlon of the heme and garden, Mr,
Mrs. R. M. DelLisle entertnined wWith “'i?il‘nthin I;.ﬂ-l#:i el are
a i . : Y. presen jean  articles
del ghu"ul swimming and bridge manufactursd at o small plant near
party Thursdiy at her home on Lake the Austin dam. ‘The new corpor-
Austin,  The lovely home, with Its ntlon plans ta eroct n lemporary
patio and private swimming pool, hus bullding in tht!t hnm;-dlntn fl;l'u.'F;
been the ingplration o . nu £ on a tract of Tand t'l:li.’ll aouth o
! f a number o the Woodward Dody Workas on the
charming entertalnments this summer, Post rond
and thls aftalr was not unlike its pre- During the past year, A number
decessors, _ . of urns, birdbatha, benches andd
~The guests arrlved earty and at ance fountnins have been m"“‘ﬂf“""t“rm
donned thelr bathing suits, followlng by tha comprny., C. I3 Cool hn=
which & number of bridge games were two urns of o beautiful design be-
played. Mrs., Roy West was presented fore hila funernl home on Calorado
with a vase in lavender luster as win- nnd Eleventh street. A birdbath
ner. of high ‘'score, and Mrs. Earl] Iina recent!y heen on display at the
Simms, Mrs., Felix Thaxton, Mrs., 1. Griffith  Drug  ecompany,  Darker
G. LaMay and Mrs. Malecolm Reed Jr. AMotor ecompuiny haa severnl docs
won the table prizey, bridge score sets, ortitve pleces from the Urnlto com-
Miss Ida Tobin cut the consolation, a pany derorating  thelr salea room
deck of cards. Aunrlpng the showing of thelr pow
A refreshing lunthcon was: served gt Hne nf ears,
noon to the following gucsts: Mmes! “We are planning to have a good-
Sanford Smith, Robert Dale of Hous- iy s\ . carden flxt hand
Cn 3 o - ) pply of garden flxtures on han
ton, Idarl Simms, Paoul Simms, Joo K. . -
’ . by the time girdens are Blooming
JGhﬂl'.’Ul'l, ¥da Johnson, John Wurd. ]'! srine ™ AMe VWorkenthin =stnted
Malcolm Reed Jr., Jetf Dibrell, Felix this epring,” Mr.
' ! and wo know that our fixtyres nre

colng to da thelr part te make

Thaxton, McKean Eilers, Tom Stecly,'
Austin o “City Beautlful”

E. G. LaMay, ¥Fred Penick, Roy West
and Miss Ida '11}!)12.

- o
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Urnite Plant Size To Be Tripled Soon

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Aug 15, 1927;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman

pg. 3

Urnite Plant Size
To Be Tripled Sbton

Increasing Its eapltnl stock from
$5000 to $30.000, the Urnite Mrnue-
facturing company, synthetic stone
manufacturing company and ono of
Austin's newest, will npen on Sept.
1 n plant triple the slze of its pres-
ent one, Max Werkenthln, presldent
of the company, sald Monday morn-
Ing.

The controlling Interest in the
compony will be kept by the origi-
na! stockhoelklers, Mr. Werkenthin
anld, and those wutockholders will
constitute the beard of directors.
The men who owned stock In the
company when It first opened op-
otatlons In April were C. F. Maul,
Max Werkenthin, R, M, Deldzsle, 14,
M. Dohin and M. Holck.

.
e e
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San Antonio Ceremony Unites Pair: Mildred Edgar Becomes Bride Of C. H. Slator
The Austin American (1914-1973); Nov 2, 1947;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman

San Antonio

Ceremony

Unites Pair

Mildred Edgar
Becomes Bride
Of C. H. Slator

In a double-ring ceremony read
Tuesday noon in the Alamo Heights
alethodist Church in San Antonio
Wass Mildred Edpgar, daughtier of
alr. and Mrs. Joe Edgar Sr., 5l
Summat View, Auslin, became the
bride of C. H. Slator, sonof the
laie Alr, and Mrs. J. D. Slator Sr.
cf Llane,

The Rev. Kermit Gibbons of-
ficialed, '

Mrs. Hevnolds N, Cate of San
Antonio and Colonel  Alfred P
Peiseh of Frederickshurg attended
the couple, and only members of
1he immediate familics were pros-
ent for the ceremony.

The oride wore a custom-made

suit of beizge French velour fash-
ioned in & mandarin design and
heavily embroidered in rose beige
and gold thread. Her accessories
were of bronze reptile, and she wore
a eorsare nf bronze orchids. For
“gomething old” an antigue gold
pin that had belonged 1o her pater-
nal grandmother was pinned at the
neekline of her blouse,

Immediately following the cere-
=% members of the wedding
atiended a champagne party
a-d luncheon in the Percaux Hoom
of the St Anthony Hotel. This was
followed by a cocktail party i
the home of MIr. and Mrs. RE:.muId:
X. Cate, 140 Crslono Avenue,

Afterwards the copple left for
New Orleans from  where they
sailed Now. 1 an the 55 Antikua
for Havana, Cuba, and Gualemala,
On their return they will live in
their mew home at 2002 Scenic
Drive, Austin.

Mrs. Slator studied {ine arls at
Southwe:lern  University,  Mary
Hardin-Baylor Collepe and the Uni-
versity of Texas. Mr, Slater re-
ceived his degree from the Uni-
versity of Texas and {s now praclic-
ing Jaw In Austin.

ZIT!-

MHS C. H SLATDR
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