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=CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS =s- ~=~

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CIT5T COUNCIL OF THE CIT* OF AUSTIN:

Notice is hereby given that a Special Meeting of the City Council of the
City of Austin will be held on the l4th day of July, 1959* at the Municipal
Building, Eighth and Colorado, in Austin, Texas, at 2:30 P.M. for the purpose
of going over the different methods of approaching the new hours for the Fire
and Police Departments as set out "by recent legislation.

(Sgd) Elsie Woosley (Sgd) Tom Miller
City Clerk • Mayor

City of Austin, Texas

ATTEST:

(Sgd) Elsie Woosley
City Clerk

CONSENT TO MEETING

We, the undersigned members of the City Council; hereby accept service
of the foregoing notice, waiving any and all irregularities in such service and
such notice, and consent and agree that said City Council shall meet at the time
and place therein named, and for the purpose therein stated,

(Sgd) Hub Bechtol

(Sgd) Lester E. Palmer

(Sgd) Edgar H. Perry, III

(Sgd) Ben White
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MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL

CIO?¥ OP AUSTIN, TEXAS

Special Meeting

July Ifc, 1̂ 59
2:30 P.M.

Council Chamber, City Hall

The meeting was called to order with Mayor Miller presiding.

Roll call:

Present: Councilmen Bechtol, Palmer, Perry? White, Mayor Miller
Absent: None

Present also: W. T» Williams, Jr., City Manager; Doren R. Eskew, City
Attorney

The Mayor announced that this meeting was called at the request of the Cit
Manager to go over the different methods of approaching the new hours for the Fir
and Police Departments as set out "by recent legislation. Copies of the Act were
distributed.

The City Manager submitted five possibilities of going about adjust&agtthe
hours for the fire department. He explained the two platoon system, and recom-
mended that a three platoon system be set up regardless of which schedule was
accepted.

rShe ̂ ive schedules the City Manager submitted were:

1. Maintaining the present plan but adding the three hour week
reduction to the vacation time, which would bring their
total vacation time up to 38 days instead of the present
24 days, This would require 12 extra men,

2. The 56 hour week schedule as suggested by petition received from
some of the Firemen, This schedule had been, withdrawn, at the
Firemen's request.

3. The Dallas and Galveston ELan - 56 Hour built up to 60; 2k hour on,
3̂ off (3 platoons). This would require 12 extra men. Each
shift to make up the hours would serve relieving another shift
for vacation,

4. Houston Plan - 56 hour work week built to 60, 10 and 1̂ - hour shifts*
To make the 60 hour average, each man would relieve another dur-
ing his vacation. (3 platoons) 12 men required. Shifts change
at 8:00 A*M« and 6:00 P.M*
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5. Schedule of 12 hours on— 12 hours off. (56 hour work week "built to
60) 3 platoons. To make the 60 hour average, each man would
relieve another during his vacation. Shifts change at 6:00 A.M.
and 6:00 P.M. 12 men required.

In each schedule, the City Manager pointed out the advantages and the
disadvantages. He stated the 5th plan had more advantages than the others,
"but the firemen did not favor a 12-hour week or a 10-oA hour week.

The City Manager read the entire Act and each section was discussed.

Mayor Miller stated the new law would not "be too hard to work out, as
the City is already way over the minimum wage as required "by a previous act,
and was providing other benefits not required. He listed some ways in which
the law could be met by the City.

The Mayor asked that figures be brought in on all of the fringe benefits
the amount of the city's contribution to the retirement fund, the longevity 9
uniforms, etc.

He announced that a hearing for the Firemen would be called for Tuesday
July 21st at 2:30 P.M., and for the Policemen at 4:00 P.M.

Council discussed the matter in detail, but took no action at this
time as it wanted to give it more study.

Councilman Bechtol moved that the Council adjourn. The motion, seconded
by Councilman Palmer > carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Couacilmen Bechtol, Palmer, Perry, White, Mayor Miller
Noes : None

The Council adjourned at kik5 P.M., subject to the call of the Mayor.

APPROVED
Mayor

ATOEST:

City Clerk


