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MEMORANDUM
TO: Mayor and Council Members
FROM: Austan S. Librach, P.E., AICP

Director
Transportation, Planning and Sustainability Department

DATE June 16, 2004
SUBJECT: AMATP Amendments - Lake Creek Parkway — Item 49
Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of the North Lake Creek Parkway amendment to delete the North
Lake Creek Parkway roadway from the 2025 AMATP, from Lakeline Bivd. to Avery Ranch
Blvd., with conditions: construct Lyndhurst Drive in a timely manner, as 4-lane collector, RM 620 —
Avery Ranch Blvd. (Northwoods & Avery Ranch Subdivisions)

Background

Three amendments are currently proposed for action on the June 17 agenda: Escarpment
Boulevard, Manor Road, and North Lake Creek Parkway. On May 6, 2004, City Council
postponed the 2025 AMATP amendment cycle to the June 17th meeting, allowing time for North
Lake Creek Parkway stakeholders to work further with TxDOT Cedar Park Campus officials.
TxDOT has now responded in writing to the stakeholders regarding the possibility of purchasing
land for extension of the roadway (attached letters). Given the TxDOT position, staff believes there
is no longer a need to extend the review period for this amendment.

City Council, Board and Commission Actions

The amendment as recommended by staff (with conditions) was approved by the Planning
Commission, the Urban Transportation Commission and the Environmental Board.

Following are the issucs associated with the North Lake Creck Parkway amendment, requested by
Northwoods Subdivision on behalf of two landowners. Table 1 shows the proposed amendment by
roadway segment. The Map shows the location of the proposed amendment. This amendment was
sent for review to nine different City of Austin Departments, Williamson County, Travis County,
CAMPO, City of Cedar Park, and TxDOT.

o-17-0Y



R+ i1« L
o ke s

TABLE 1: North Lake Creek Parkway Road Amendment

Case Segments Existing | 2025 2025 2025 2025
Number C2- 1997 AMATP | Proposed | AMATP | Proposed
04-02 Change | ROW Change
ROW

North Lake | SH 45/RM 620-Existing | MAD6 | MADG6' | MAD 6 120° 120
Creek terminus north of
Pkwy. ! Lakeline Blvd.

Existing terminus north | MAD MAD 6' | Delete 120° 0

of Lakelinc Blvd. — 6/0

Avery Ranch Rd.

Note: MAD = Major Divided arterial; MAU = Major Undivided Arterial

(1) The

2025 AMATP “Remarks™ section recommends compliance with US F&W guidelines & standards to

ensure non-degradation and water quality protection, and recommends compliance with TNRCC Edwards
Rules 30 TAC 213.

North Lake Creek Parkway exists as a MAD 6 from RM 620 to just north of Lakeline Blvd.,
where it terminates at the southern boundary of the TxDOT property. The City of Cedar
Park, Williamson County and TxDOT do not oppose this amendment (attached letters).
TxDOT Cedar Park Campus is already built at the northern extension of North Lake Creek
Parkway, just north of the Lakeline Boulevard intersection. TxDOT has identified
endangered species in the planned ROW of US 183 A (Big Oak Cave, Pexella reyesi) and
intends to set aside the remainder of the Cedar Park Campus tract as a 75-acre potential
Preserve/Mitigation area. TxDOT does not desire to reroute the extension solely on their
property.

Geologic and biologic asscssments identified a cluster of five (5) recharge features with
rapid filtration to the Northermn Edwards Aquifer and a feature on the TxDOT property,
known as “Dead Dauber Pit”/ “Sledgehammer Sink.” It is located directly in the proposed
extension of North Lake Creek Parkway and within TxIDOT’s proposed Preserve. TxDOT
established a 450-foot buffer for Dead Dauber Pit to protect possible habitat for endangered
karst invertebrate species.

The Leander Rehabilitation PUD plan does not show the North Lake Creek Parkway
extension, and make no provision to dedicate or set aside ROW. Staff reviewed Special
Board of Review Orders filed in Williamson County in 1998. Landowners within the
Northwoods Subdivision may not be compeiled by the City to dedicate right-of-way (ROW)
or post fiscal for the cost of the northerly extension of North Lake Creek Parkway within the
boundaries of the Leander Rehabilitation PUD.

The Leander Rehabilitation PUD plan includes a sinkhole with a 20-foot diameter,
Rehabilitation Sink. The TxDOT proposal to reroute North Lake Creek Parkway eastward
on the Fleur property would place the road over or within the recommended 150-foot buffer.
Lyndhurst Drive, a 4-lane collector required by the Northwoods PUD plan, will provide an
alternative route to connect RM 620 and Avery Ranch Rd. Capital Metro recently opened a
Park and Ride near the intersection of Lakeline and Lyndhurst; the site is a possible location
for a rail transit station as well.




¢ Watershed Protection staff finds that a net positive environmental benefit accrues with the
deletion of the roadway segment, as five or more CEFs in the proposed alignment will be
avoided. No CEF recharge features have been observed on or adjacent to the alignment for
Lyndhurst Drive.

e The Citizens of the 183 North Council of Neighborhoods and Businesses, and the
Neighborhood Association of Southwestern Williamsaon County support the amendment,
with the condition that Lyndhurst Dr. is constructed in a timely manner. The applicant is in
agreement with this.

» Letters from Avery Ranch stakeholders in support of the deletion of the roadway are
included in the Attachments.

Please let me know if you need additiona! information.

Austan S, Librach, P.E., AICP
Director

TRANSPORTATION, PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY DEPARTMENT

cc: Toby H. Futrell, City Manager
Laura Huffman, Assistant City Manager
Tom Forrest, Assistant Director, TPSD
Teri McManus, Principal Planner, TPSD
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May20 2004

Mr. Dowe Gullatt
o Minter, Joseph & Thomhill, P C
> % -B11 Barton Springs Road, Suite 800
o7 Austin, Toxas' 737%1166 -

. -Lake Cresk Parkway Extension
Austin, Williamson County, Texas

Dear Mr. Gullatt:

‘W ara in recelpt of your letter conceming the interest of your dlient to acquire State property for
the extension of North Lake Creek Parkway, As discussed, the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) takes no excoption to the extension of North Lake Creek Parkway from
'ita present northem terminus across TxDOT property, provided the roadway crosses TxDOT
property to exiend along the East property line as soon as practical, and exits TxDOT property to
the east prior to reaching a 150 mater buffar zone for the karst features Focated In the northeast

. quadrant of the property.

. Complicit with this understending is TXDOT would be compensated at fair market value for any
land required for the street alignment, compensated for relocation of any utilities and sita
Improvements impacted by the alignment, and retain appropriate easaments 1o ensure a¢cess 1o
and the ability to provide utility ser\dcas for all remanmng TxDOT propany

Wa should also’ rafterate our pravious position that TxDOT takes no excaption to the requast of
our abulting properly owner, Northwoods, for an amendment to delele the extension of
North Lake Creak Parkway, the portion from approximately Lake Line Boulevard to Avery Ranch
Road, from the Austin Mstropolﬂan Area Transportation Plan. _

It you should have any questions plaasa fael free fo call me or contact Mr. UIy Flores, R. A. at
your earliest convanience. He.can ha reachad at (51 2) 41 5-3049.

"Zans L. Webb, P.E.
Director, Maintenance Division

" Sincerely,

cc:  Teri L. McManus, Principal Planner, Ctty of Austin :
Amadeo Saenz, Jr., P_E., Assistant Executive Director, Enginesring Operau:)ns TxDOT
. Uly Flores, R.A., Faclllﬂes Saction Director, Mamtenanca Division, TxDOT

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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January 14, 2004

Mr. Gary Mefford

Projest Manager for Norhwoods

! . 210 Barton Springs Read, Suite 500
C Austin, Toxas 78704

Subjact: |aks Cresk Parkway Exiansion

- Dear Mr. Mefford:

The Texas Departmert of Transporation (TxD0OT) has reviewed your fefter of
December 2003, copy attached, conceming your raquest for an amendment to the
2025 Roadway Plan to delete a poition of the proposed axtension of Lake Croek
Parkway. As an abutting landowner to the property and developers you represent,
TxDOT takess no exception to your reguest.

— Should you have any questions, pleass fesl free 1o contact Mr. Uly Fiores, R.A, al your
sarliast aonvenience. He can be reached at (512) 415-3048.

Sincerely,

Lk

2ana .. Wabb, P.E.
Diractor, Maintenance Rivision

ARtachment

¢e:  Uly Flores, RA., TXDOT
John Warrick, R-A., TxDOT
Chris Rishar, Milbumn Homes
Charles Wirtanar, P.E., Wafarztona Development Group
Kim Fischar, Nerthwooads
Rick Memrison, Rash Chapman Schreiber & Porter, LLP
Doran McMahon, P.E., Carter & Burgess

An Equal Opportunity Empioysr




o OREG BOATRIGHT
Cotnly Commissioner

350 Discovery Blvd., Suite 201
Cedar Park, TX 78613

Precingt 2, Williamson County (512} 2604280
FAX (512) 260-4284
. App
April 14, 2004 v £
.0&,

Mr. Austan S. Librach, P.E., AICP/Director
Transportation, Planning & Sustainability Dept.
City of Austin

Post Otffice Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767

RE: Casc C2-03-09 North Lake Creek Parkway
P Dear Mr. Librach:

Wiltliamsoen County’s proposed amendment to the 2035 Plan regarding a
segment of North Lake Creek Packway has been reviewed and we offer the
following comment.

Williamson County does not oppose the deletion of the segment of North
Lake Creek Parkway from Avery Ranch Road/Davis Springs Road to the
northern terminus of Lakeline Boulevard.

Please fecl free to contact me at 5§12-260-4280 it you have any questions or
need additional comment.

Sincerely —_—.

L £ o I_-_H*ei
~ = . . e
Greg Boatright
County Commissioner — Precinet #2

- Ce: Sam Roberts, City of Cedar Park




FPebruary 5, 2004

Mr. Austan S. Litirach, P.E., AICP

Director

Transportation, Plamming and Sustainability Department
City of Austin

P. Q. Box 1088

" Austin, Texas 78767

In Re: Case C2-03-09 North Lake Creek Parkway
Dear Mr. Librach:

The City of Austin’s proposcd amendment ta the 2025 Plan regarding a segment
of Notth Lake Creck Parkway has been raviewed and we offer the following comment.

The City of Cedar Park docs not oppose the deletion of the segment of North
Lake Creek Parkway from Avery Ranch Rd./Davis Springs Road to the nerthem terminus
of Lakeline Boulevard.

Please feel free to contact me at 512/258-4121, ext. 6435 if you have any
questians or need additional comment.

Sinceraly,

uang Smith
Director of Planning
Cily of Cedar Park

ce; Robert Powers, City Manager
Sam Roberts, Assistant City Manager
Ter: McbManus, TPSD, City of Austin

500 N, BELL BIVMD. + CEDAR PARK, TEXAS 78613 « (S12)268-41121 « FAX (512} 2586053
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June 9, 2004

The Honorable Will Wynn
Mayor
City of Austin
Municipal Building
124 West 8" Sireet #103
Auzin, Texas 78701
Re: 2025 AMATP
Amendment C2-04-02
Prar Mayor Wynm:

I writing yon to voice rty strong support for the City ol Austin staff and Planninp
Comunission reeonunendation to delete Arterial A (North Lake Creek Parkway) nonth of
Lakeline Blvd, as outlined in the above amendment to the 2025 Austin Metopolitan
Area Transportation Flan. [ als understand that the City of Cedar Park and Williamson
Counry, the two governmental entities most affectad by this extension, have also
expressed their suppoit for this deletion. While the above amendment only deals with
the deletion of the road hetween Lakeline Blvd, and Avery Ranch Blvd., its adopiion
would eliminate the need for portivn of the arterial south of Brushy Creek Roagd. My
comments below [peus primarily on the impact o road if it wese built as planned.

The amendment would delete an arterial roadway thal would bisect Avery Runch
Far West, a larpe residential neighborhoed currentlv under construction by 13, R. Hortoa
{formerly Mitbum) Homes. [n addition, the road as proposed would have to cress
critical environmental feamres identified by the Texas Depariment of Transportation at
their planned campus on the Hog Farm tract immediately south and west of Aven
Ranch.

The read as planned would requice the construction of a 37 million dotlar bridgs
hat would wraverse Sowih Brushy Creek, Brushy Creek Rozd, and Capital Meiro™s mal
line hetore rentraing In grade. In addition, the road wauld ¢ross a portion ol the 185
acres that Dick Rathgeber and [, through onr parnership Pebble Creex Joint Vanture
(Avery Ranch), donated to Williamson County for a hike-and-bike trail along South
Brushy Creek. The aail is already complete from the dam along {mimediately cast ol
Parmer Lane eastward o the Forest Creek subdivision. The second phass will extend

»
[3A]
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<his trall westward from the dam 10 the Twin Lakes Park located immoedistely adjacent w
183, and would have to pass under this bridee it'the deletion is not adopted.

My understanding is that the opposition to this deletion comes frow one landowrer
wno awns 4 tract of land at the corner of Worth Lake Croek Parkevay and Texas 435 {that
is eurrently under construction}. His argument is that the deletion of this road will
reduce the taffic that uses North Lake Creek Packway, While T have not seen any of the
tral¥ic count numbers, North Luke Creek Parkway intersects Lakeline Blvd, which wil.
be a major east-west arterial between 175 183 and Parmer Lane when complete, This,
plus the location: of the tracl next to a major toll read, would seem 10 provide the majoriry
of any traftic that wikl go by the sile. "I'hus, the deletion of the road north of Lakelme
Blvd, would have mirimal impact.

Finally, the road as proposed, would parallel US 183A that is {inally under
comstructian. This toll road, along with the others proposed by the Cenwral Texas
Regional Mobility Aathorily, woukl go @ Jong way to relieving the eaffic congestion in
northern Travis and southerm Williamson County, The success of these mads, however,
is predicated on sutfivient revenues generated by users. Construction of another “free®
road paraltel to US183A (in addition to US 183) would seem at cross-purpases with the
suceess ol he region’s long-term transportation plan.

‘Thank vou in advance for your consideration of this matter, If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate 10 ca]l.

Sincerely vours,

Ce: The Honorable Jackie Goodman, Mayer Pro Tem
The Honorable Daryl Slusher, Council Member
The Honorable Danny Thomas, Council Member
The Honorable Raul Alvarcz, Council Member
The Honorable Besty Dunkerly, Council Member
The Honorable Brewster MceCracken, Council Member
Mz, Teri L. McManus, Principal Planner, City of Austin
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June 9, 2004

The Honorabiz Wili Wynn
Mavor

it of Austin

Municipal Building

124 West 8" Street 7103
Austin, Taxas 78701

Re: 2025 AMATP
Amendmear C2-04.02

Draar Mavor Wym:

{ writing ¥ou 1o voice my swoung support for the City ol Augtin staff and Planning
Commission recomimendation to delete Arterial A {iNerth Luke Creek Parkaay) north of
Lakelne Bivd. 25 owtlined in the above amendment to the 2025 Austin Meazozolitan Areg
Transportation Plan, While thig proposed amendment would dzlete North t.ake Creck
Pukway between Lakeline Blvd wind Avery Ranch Blvd., the daletion of tiis segien
eliminates the need for the road south of Brushy Creek Road, inciuding the portion
tlirough Avery Ranch.

Arlerial A as proposed would bisect Avery Ranch Far Wesr, 4 large resideitial
neighvorheod currently under constrection by 1. R. Horten (fonmerly Milbuen) Hoves.
Tn wddition. the road as propoged would have to eross eritical environsnental features
juchtified by the Texas Departmient of Transportation et their planned camprs onthe Hog
Tarm tract intnediately sewth and west of Avery Runch. As 1 discuss delow. the road is
of questionable velue from a transportation perspective and its rouge will plaze it aimost
uemediarely adiaceni wo an clementary schapl that Leander will be building wishin vwo
yoars. Therefore, from a satety and envirommensai perspective slone. this road needs (v
c0 away.

The road a3 planned would requie the construction of' a $7 mitlion dollar endge
that would traverse South Brushy Crcelkt, Brushy Creck Read, snd Capital Meto's il
tine bafore returzing o grade. 1n adaition, the rozd would cress a portion o the 183
ares that Roy Butler and ], throrgh our Avery Ranch, denated 1o Williamson Councy For
a hike-znd-bike trail 2long South Brushy Creek. The trail is already complete fram the
dum along immedively east of Parmer Lane zastward to the Forest Creeic subdivision
The second phase will extend this tril westward from the dam to the Twin Lakes Park
located mmediaiely adjacent to 193, and would have to gass uwder iy hridgs if the
deletion is not adopted. In addition, we have swapped and with the Citv of Cedar Perk
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Lr Alinw for the orcation ol parks and softbail ficids on both sides of Pacner T age. We

also soid Williamson County a tract of land on the potth side of 1he creek that 1s cwrEnly

a-teithead for he bike and bike tratl, Mr. Bwler and 1 worked very hard o preserve to

arexs around the creek for the enjovment of not enly the residents of Avery Rancihi, hay by

ail of the citizens in area, We would hate to see our =fforts runed by 3 road wid hridge
thas iy of guest:anable transportation value.

ATy wderstanding is that the oppesition Ly this deletion comes from onic
iwndowrer who owns 2 ract of land ut the comer of Morth Lake Graek Parks ay and
Texas 45 {*hat is currently under construction). His arcument 15 that the delenon of this
read 1]l reduce the traffic that uses Nerth Lake Creck Parkway, Whils T have not seen
aiy of the traffic count nambers, North Lake Creok Parloway tatersects Lakeline Blvd,
which will be a major cast-west arierial between US 1583 and Parmer §ane when
comgplete. This, plus the location of 1hs ttact next o 2 major toll road, would scem 1o
piovitde the majority of any watfic that wiil go by the site. Thus, the deletion of the road
aarth of Lakeiine Bivd. weuld have minimal impaet.

1 also underseand that the Civy of Cedar Park and Willlanson Ceaniy, oo e
povemvental enuties most affecred by this extension, have also expressed their support
for this €elelion

Finagty, the road as proposed, would parellel US 183 A that is firally under
constmction, ihis ioll rozd, elong with the others proposed by the Central Tavas
Rgtonal Mobility Authority, would go a long way w retieving the traffie congesiiun in
narherm Travis and sodthern Williamoson County. The success of these roads, how ever,
is predicated on sufficicnt revenues generaled by users. Construction af another “lrec”
road paraliel to UB183A (In addition 1o US 183} would seem at cross-purposts with the
success of the region’s long-term wansportation pian.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this nuatier. I you have anv
guestions, please do rot hesitate to call.

Sincerqly yours

Dick Rathgeber

Ceo The Henerable Jackie Goodman, Mayor Pro Tem
The Horwrable Daryl Slusker, Council Member
The Henorabie Danny Thomas, Councit Memnbuey
The Honorable Raul Alvarez, Council Member
The Banorabls Beuty Dunberly, Council Member
The Honorabie Brawsner McCracken, Councl! Member
Ms. Teri L. McManus, Principal Planner, City of Austin
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