Zoning Public Hearing AGENDA ITEM NO.: Z-6
CITY OF AUSTIN AGENDA DATE: Thu 06/23/2005

RECOMMENDATION FOR COUNCIL ACTION PAGE: 10f1

SUBJECT: C14H-04-0031 — Ikins-O’Connell-Messer House. Conduct a public hearing and approve an
ordinance amending Chapter 25-2 of the Austin City Code by rezoning property locally known as 2608
McCallum Drive from family residence (SF-3) district zoning to family residence-historic (SF-3-H)
combining district zoning. Historic Landmark Commission Recommendation: To grant family
residence-historic (SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Zoning and Platting Commission
Recommendation: To deny family residence-historic (SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Applicant:
Historic Landmark Commission. City Staff: Steve Sadowsky, Historic Preservation Office,
Neighborhood Planning and Zoning Department, 974-6454. Note: A valid petition has been filed in
opposition to this rezoning request.

REQUESTING  Neighborhood Planning DIRECTOR'S

DEPARTMENT: and Zoning AUTHORIZATION: Alice Glasco
RCA Serial#: 8714 Date: 06/23/05 Original: Yes Published: Fri 05/13/2005

Disposition: Postponed~THU 06/23/2005 Adjusted version published:
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| ZONINC CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-04-0031 - HLC DATE: ‘December 13,2004
| January 24, 2005
ZAP DATE: April 19, 2005
May 17, 2005
~.  June7, 2005

AREA: 13,500 square feet
APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission
HISTORIC NAME: IkﬁlsJO’Connell—Messer House
- WATERSHED: Shoal Creek
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 2608 McCallum Drive

ZONING FROM: SF-3 | ZONING TO: SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change from
family residence (SF-3) district to family residence - Historic (SF-3-H) combining district zoning
under Historic Landmark Designation Criteria 1, 3, 6,7, 11 and 12.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Deccember 13, 2004: Initiated a historic

" zoning case on the property upon application for a relocation permit. Jannary 24, 2005:
Recommended the proposed zoning change from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence -
Historic (SF-3-H) combining district zoning under Historic Landmark Designation Criteria 1, 3, 6, 7,
11 and 12. Vote: 4-1-2 (West opposed; Leary and Limbacher recused; Fowler absent).

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION ACTION: April 19, 2005: Postponed to May 17,
2005 at property owner’s request. May 17, 2005: Postponed to June 7, 2005 at neighborhood’s
request. June 7, 2005: Did not recommend the proposed zoning change from family residence (SF-3)
district to family residence - Historic (SF-3-H) combining district zoning, Vote: 6-3 (Hammond,
Pinelli, and Donisi opposed).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register
Historic District. It is located outside of the scope of the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey
(1984). The City’s old historic landmark designation criteria are being used to evaluate this house, as
they were in effect at the time the case was filed. The house would also qualify for landmark
designation under the new criteria for its architectural significance as an excellent example of the
Classical Revival style and for its associations with Milton Messer, whose family established the
Modern Supply Company, a welding concern in Austin, and who was involved in many metallurgical
projects in the city, including the construction of the UT tower and Mansfield Dam. '

The case came before the Historic Landmark Commission upon an application for a demolition permit.
The owner is opposed to histori¢c designation for this property.



CITY COUNCIL DATE: June 9, 2005 ACTION: Postponed to June 23 2005 at staff’s

request.
June 23, 2005
ORDINANCE REAbINGs: 157 NP 3RD RDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky " PHONE: 974-6454 |

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RE COMMFNDATION~
The ca. 1938 house is over 50 years old, retains a high degree of architectural integrity, and meets old

Historic Landmark Designation Criteria 1, 3, 6, 7, 11, and 12:

1. Character, interest, or value as part of the dcvelopment, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City of Austin, State of Texas, or the United States. The ca. 1938 Ikins-

O’ Connelt-Messer House is located in Section 8 of Pemberton Heights, a later addition to the original
Pemberton Heights plat of the 1920s Developed as an exclusively residential upper middle class
suburb after the openmg of the 24" Street bridge across Shoal Creek, Pemberton Heights featured
curving streets, minimum setbacks from the streets, and prohibitions on businesses to ensure
residential property values. Pemberton was one of the city’s first automobile suburbs, attracting
families wishing to escape the congested urban core for the large lots and pleasant suburban
surroundings of the west bank of Shoal Creek.

i Embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen. The
ca. 1938 house is an excellent example of the Classical Revival style with its symmetrical fagade, full-
height columns with Corinthian capitals, pedimented portico, leaded glass sidelights, and rear
Palladian window.

6. Relationship to other distinctive buildings, sites, or areas which are eligiblc for -
preservation according to a plan based on architectural, historic, or cultural motif. The house is
contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District.

T Portrayal of the environment of a group of people in an area of history characterized by a
distinctive architectural stylc. The house reflects the general composition of the neighborhood,
which was designed to be an affluent suburb. The longest-term occupant of the house was Milton
Messer (1917-2004), a native Austinite, who owned and operated Modern Supply Company, a
welding and machine shop founded by his father in 1933. In the last years of the Depression, Messer
went to work for Brown and Root, erecting the cable crane to deliver concrete to the Marshall Ford
(now Mansfield) Dam. He took over Modern Supply in 1942, and moved the shop from 406 Brazos
Street to 316 North Lamar. Messer built the City Hall transmission tower, fabricated the six large
plaques on the State Archives Building in the 1960s, and restored the Walter Tips engine for Franklin
Savings Bank when they restored the Walter Tips Building on Congress Avenue in the 1970s. Messer
was honored with a bronze medal for Industrial Arts by the Austin chapter of the American Institute of
Architects in 1981 for his contributions to Austin business and architecture.

11. Identification with a person or person who significantly contributed to the culture and
" development of the city, state, or United States. See No. 7 above.
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12. A bmldmg or structure that because of its Jocation has become of valuc to a
neighborhood, community area, or the city. The house occupies a prominent corner at McCallum
Drive and Gaston Avenue in Pemberton Heights. The Heritage Society of Austin as well as neighbors
and neighborhood groups have expressed support for preservation of this house and designation as a
historic landmark.

PARCEL NO.: 01160005150000 DEED RECORD: Vol. 2163, p. 258

LEGAL DESCRIPTION Lot 15 and the South 15 Feet of Lot 14, Block 27, Pemberton Hexghts
Section 8.

ANNUAL CITY TAX ABATEMENT: $2,000 (50% of estimated city taxes is $1,542).
APPRAISED VALUE: $625,528
PRESENT USE: Residence

CONSTRUCTION/DESCRIPTION: Two-story rectangular-plan side-gabled Classical Revival-
styled frame house with full-height central pedimented portico with Corinthian columns and capitals,
leaded glass sidelights, and rear Palladian window.

CONDITION: Good.

PRESENT OWNER
Redbird Energy

c/o Bill and Melanie Walters
1414 Gaston Avenue
Austin, Texas 78703

DATE BUILT: ca. 1938

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: None.
ORIGINAL OWNER(S): William and Bernice Ikins (1938)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:
The house is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District, but outside the

bounds of the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984).



.. CITY OF AUSTIN
HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION CRITERIA

To be designated a City of Austin Historic Landmark, a property must:

1.

Be at leaat b0 years old, unless it possesses exceptional importance as defined by .

National Register Bulletin 22, Natiorial Park Service (1996); and

Retain sufﬁc1ent integrity of materials and design to convey its historic appearance;
and

Be individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places, designated a
Recorded Texas Hietoric Landmark, State Archeological Landmark, or National
Historic Landmark, OR

_ Be significant in at least two of the following categories:

ARCHITECTURE

'I‘he property:
Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of a recognized architectural style,
type, or method of construction; or

%* Represents technological innovation in design and/or construction; or

* Contains features representing ethnic or folk art, architecture or construction;
or

* Represents a rare example of an architectural style; or

* Serves as a representative example of the work of an architect, builder, or
artisan who significantly contributed to the development of the city, state, or
nation.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS

The property:

* Has significant associations with persons, groups, institutions, businesses, or

events of historical mportance which contributed to the history of the city, state
or nation: or

* Represents a significant portrayal of the environment of a group of people in a
historic time.
ARCHEOLOGY

The property has, or is expected to yield significant data concerning the human history
or prehistory of the region.

COMMUNITY VALUE
The property has a unique location or physical characteristic that represents an

established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood or the city, and contributes
to the character or image of the city.

LANDSCAPE FEATURE

"The property is a significant natural or designed landscape or Jandscape feature with

artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

(Source: §25-2-953, Land Development Codel







Ikins-O’Connell-Messer House

2608 Me Callum Drive




OCCUPANCY HISTORY
2608 McCallum Drive

From City Directories, Austin History Center
City Historic Preservation Office

November, 2004 - . ~
1965 Milton and Bonnie Messer (owners)
Modern Supply Company (welding supplies)
1962 Milton and Bonnie Messer (owners)
: Modern Supply Company (welding supplies)
1959 Will and Cecile O’Connell (Owners)
.- No occupation listed
NOTE: Milton Messer is listed as residing at 4109 Ramsey
1957 Will and Cecile O'Connell (owners)
O’Connell and Morton, building contractors
1955 Will and Cecile O’Connell (owners)
O'Connell and Morton, building contractors
1952 Will and Cecile O’Connell (cwners)
O’Connell, Morton, and Morrow, building contractors
1949 Will and Cecile O’Connell (owners)
Building contractor, office at home
1947 Will and Cecile O'Connell {(owners)
Building contractor, office at home
1944-45 Mrs. Mildred Humphrey (renter)
Widow of HW. Humphrey
1942 William C. and Bernice Ikins (owners)
Geologist
1940 William C. and Bernice Ikins (owners)
Student, University of Texas
1939 No houses listed on McCallum Drive



MILTON MESSER
- 1917-2004

“Mitton Messer was a machinist, a modern day
blacksmich, fifth-genération in fac;, who has had a
" considerable hand in forging the face of Austin.”!
Milton had a hand in shaping many familiar
structures in and around Austin, most notably the
University of Texas tower (see photo 1), Mansfield
Dam, the Moonlight Towers, and the bridges
spanning Town Lake.? In 1960, during the active
part of his career, he and his wife bought their
Pemberton home (photo 2), on the comer of
McCallum and Gaston, and lived there until 2004.

Milton grew up in the house his grandfather built on
Garden Street in east Austin, He went to Austin
High School and Wesleyan College, which used to be
located on the 1J.T. campus.? However, he learned
his trade while a youngster in the shop of his father,
Joy Clark Messer {photo 3), who founded Modern
Supply (photo 4, 5, 6), a big welding and machine
shop then located at 406 Brazos, in 1933, Joy Clark
‘Messer, as Milton recalled, unloaded and drove the
first automobile in Austin4 Milton’s grandfather,

PP

Photo 1 -

Jeremiah Clark, trained his son
Joy in Martindale, his birthplace,
and in Austin, where the family
moved in 1895.5 “Milton literally
grew up in the steel and machine
age ~ inside a machine shop."S

“Milton, at age 20 (1937), went
to work for Brown & Root at
Marshatl Ford Dam (now
Mansfield Dam} - during the
Depression work was stow at his
father’s machine shop. In this
five-year period he was involved
in the erection of a cable crane
that delivered concrete to the
dam structure.”?




“In 1942 he returned to Modern Supply end took
over the business. He was able to solve the
financial difficulties the company had run into; he
turned the business around, and it became the
premier machine shop in Austin for the rest of the
last century. He moved the business from 406
Brazos to 316 North Lamar (photo 7) in 1945,
paying $750 for that lot."® _

Modem Supply, via both Milton and his father, was
instrumental in the business life of Austin. Messer
Sr. (Joy) kept the presses rolling at the Austin
American Statesman. This meant that Joy had to
get up in the middle of the night and rush to the
presstoom to see that the Austin American
Statesman was on your doorstep before breakfast.?

Milton's work also impacted daily lives in Austin. . ) | " Photo 3
The owner of Austin Cleaners told him in 1977 .
that he didn’t know what he’d do if Messer ever plaques on the State Archives Building {in the 1960's)

shut d0wn his opcration. Or fof that matter, what at the Capitol; he did repail.' WOtk on the Capitol as
will the inmates of the County Jail do if the locking ~ well. He also restored the Walter Tips engine that sits

. device on the master door ever malfunctions again? in the lobby of the Walter Tipps Building on Congress
It was ann Messer who cut it Opcn [l'lc last ti_me A\’enue. He did T.hat wofk fOt Ft'arlkli.n Sa\'lngs. A.! Of
to get in to feed the prisoners.!0 A 1950 photograph  the 1970 there was still a big need for the setvice

shows the City Hall transmission tower being Milton offered. His work is not ;éstricted simply to
installed, with Milton on the job at the top (photo Austin. “The bronze medallion of the American eagle,
8). Milton fabricated the six large shields or which hangs outside the U.S. Embassy in Mexico City,

was welded and assembled in Messer’s shop"11 (photo 9).

Milton not anly helped -
create, but also helped
preserve. “Messer is so
interested in preserving
Austin's past history, as
well as helping take care of
the future, that he has
(L7 o ) ) . been collecting things
W AL HEtY I P | S SILAAT $ pertaining to products that

l? T " B ) { are no longer manufactured.
i One item is a coffee
roaster used by the John
Bremond Coffee Company;
another is a two cylinder
Tips Engine — both of
these are in operable

" condition, as is his 1912

Photo 4 \odel T Ford."12
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As of the 1970%, there would apparently
be no family successor to Milton to run
Modern Supply. His only son had chosen
the insurance business, and the three
daughters did not opt to succeed their dad
in the family business. “In 1981 when
Milton decided to retire from Modemn
Supply, he organized a corporation, giving
approximately 50% of the stock to his
employees and selling the remaining
stock to a new management team. This
team was a partnership of a mechanical
engineer, who ls the active partner at the
thop, and two certified public accountants.
It is a tribute to Milton's sense of charity
and good business that brought him to
this position today, and left him as a
consultant to Modern Supply.”}3 This
quote was part of the introduction of
Milton as he was honored with one of the
Bronze Medals for Industrial Arts by the
Austin chapter of the American Institute
of Architects in 1981 (document 1).

The same presenter’s words aptly convey
Milton's contribution to Austin.

“Milton’s task to us architects has been
that of solving difficult problems, in
making repairs, ‘making it work,’ and
refitting, etc. Milton is a wizard when it
comes to fixing things up, especially when
there is a breakdown in the field and
upon taking over a task a after a customer
might think there is no solution. There
can be no testimonial better than that
given by Mike McWhorter, Shop
Foreman at Modern Supply: "There are
few buildings or areas that haven’t some
part of the work done by Modern Supply.’
Mt. Messer has worked for every building
project in town. You might say he is
almost an institution.”!4



! Oshman, N. “We Made our Living from Brute Strength.” Business Profile. Sept. 1977, pg.54
2 4Getting to Know Your Neighbors.” The Pemberton Jowrnal. Spring 2004. pyg. 1.

3 “Gettlng to Know Your Nelghbors,” The Pemberton Jounal. Spring 2004. pg.2.

4 “Getting to Know Your Neighbors.” The Pemberton Jowmal. Spring 2004. pg. 2.

5 uSteel in His Blood: Joy Messer hes Never Lost his Love of the Smoky Forge.”

8 “Steel in His Blood: Joy Messer has Never Lost his Love of the Smoky Forge.”

7 Wukash, E. “Incroduction of Milton Messer.” AIA Awards Dinner. November 1981,

8 “Getting to Know Your Neighbors.® The Pemberton Journal. Spring 2004. pg. 1.

9 4Sieet in His Blood: Joy Messer has Never Lost his Love of the Smoky Forge.”

10 Oghman, N. “We Made our Living from Brute Strength.” Business Profile. Sepr. 1977, pg.55
11 Oshman, N. “We Made our Living from Brute Strength.” Business Profile. Sept. 1977, pg.54
12 Oghman, N. “We Made our Yiving from Brure Strength® Business Profile. Sept. 1977, pe.54
13 Wukash, B. “Introduction of Milton Messer.” AIA Awards Dinner. November 1981,

14 Wukash, E. “Introduction of Milton Messer.” AIA Awards Dinner. November 1981.
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Mr 1& Mrs Wllham S Waltcrs,m
" 1414 Gaston Averiue' j o
Austin, TX78703 - - ..

Historic Landmark Commxssmn Mcmbem
¢/o Mr. Steve Sadowsky | :
. City of Austin, Texas -

503 Barton SpringsRoad - . - LT LT .
Austn,TX78704 . .. .° ' VIAE-MAILAND HAND DELIVERY

‘Ro: 2608 MéCallum (Comer of Gaston Avenue and McCallum) -

_Dear Membcrs,

I am dchvenng th:s letter to you end City of Austin officials today in order to formally
- notify you in writing that I, along with my wife Mclanie, are vehemently opposed to any action
by the landmark commission that would dény relocation or demolition of the structures on the
property refereniced above. This location will be the site of our new residence.
* * "As many of you know, I am a twenty seven (27)yearAusumtcwhohas lived on Gaston -
. Avenue the past fourteen (14) years, just five houses west of 2608 McCallum (corner at Gaston).
We purchased the property back in September of last year from the Messer family, who have
becn friends of ours for over twenty years. Their family lived gt the location from 1960 until the -
- summer of 2004, Following acquisition of the property, our design and home building team, led
by Don Crowell Fine Homes, Inc., completed a thorough due diligence of the property and we
collestively determined that dcmolluon or relocation was the only way to address the :
-, insurmountable structural antiquation of thie improvements, including interior, subsurface and -
exterior. The vacant structures are a ngmﬁcant liability to both my farnily and the immediate
. neighborhood. Kids have already started mowing designs in the yard and we certainly do not
want to see graffiti or “parties” happening in the future. _
: 1 attended the Pemberton Homeowners Association board meetmg last Thursday aoley in
order to introduce myself and to pass out a bound presentation on our future home site. The .
presentation identifies scale, square footage, tree preservation, etc. snd gives the neighborhood
volunteers a clear sense of what Melanie and I are planning (Landmark Commission members:
this is the exact same package before you now). No action was or ever will be mquested of the
Pemberton board. Steve Sadowsky attended the same meeting and ironically whs in mid
presentation of his own on gome draft guidelines when 1 walked in. Steve did not know who I
was when I arrived. I listened very carefully to his presentation, dun'ng the time I was there, and
heard him state clearly several times to the group.that with the owner’s valid petition process in
. place at the city, the owner will ultimately succeed with their wishes on their own private '
property so long as they have the tenacity and financiat ubxhty to.fight thru the City of Austin.
process. 1am not intimidated by the City of Austin processes as I work professionally with them
" on a daily basis. My family paid around $30,000 in taxes this year (2004) on these 2 Gaston
houses and we will certainly fight this to the valid pctmon ending. Why would the landmark
' commission even consider harming an owner that is adamantly opposed to designation if Mr.
Sadowsky is correct? Why would the Landmark Commission intentionally waste the City of
Austin’s time and resources in this case if following Steve’s statements? This makes no sense to
us. : )



+

,- The opposition in this case is a tiny mmonty of property owners in the area who are
Irymg to micromanage other people’s private property without any regard to the cost or liability
to the owner. My strategy has always been to work with the immediately adjacent neighbors to
address as many of their concerns gs possible. After all, we have lived five (5) houses from the
. wabject for fourteen years anid most neighbors know our-character, astes, and architectural style.
* We will solve the concerns together as close neighbors. An open kouse was held at the property
yesterday aflemoon with strong attendance by area neighbors in support of our goals. No one
_ from thé opposition showed up. How do you mtclligcnﬂy oppose uomethmg like this when you
- hayen't even been inside the structures? a

The idea of subjectively identifying well over 1500 “contributing pmperucs" in the west
Austin area and taking sction against longtime owners® plans and wishes by a small minority of
activists is s troubling concept. The market place should be allowed to function in its pure sense
in the arca. 1am uscd to working with nc:ghborhood groups throughout the City in my long
carcerhere snd [ thought I had “seen or heard it all” until this one. In fact, I'processed six (6)
successful large zoning cases totaling over 250 acres through the City last year alone; so the
. eurrent Zoning and Platting'Commission, City Council, and City department heads are fumiliar
- with me, my projects, and my capabilities. Thre tax base roll back that would result if the
opposition succeeds would be ﬁnancmlly irresponsible gwcn the City qf Austin’s need to-
- compete for jobs and edditional services against other cities in our region and across the country.
What about our school system?

Please protect properties like the Castle and the Pease mansion in our ncxghborhood that
are tmly historic. This property,is not historic in any published register, title work, or the like -
and is & significant liability as it stands. 1 urge you to please approve the permit this evening and .
avoid the cost and the time dciay of the valid peutzon to both my famjly and the Clty of Ausnn

vmiiam §. Walters, 11

Ce: Toby Futrell - Clty Manager _ _

Laura Huffman ~ Assistant City Manager - .

- Mayor Will Wynn - '
Mayor Pro Tem Jackie Goodman o
Council Member Daryl Slusher . L
Council Member Betty Dunkerley -
Council Member Brewster McCracken
Council Member Raul Alvarez
Council Member Danny Thomas
Betty Baker — Zoning and Platting Commission
Keith Jackson - Zoning end Platting Commmission
Joseph Martinez ~ Zoning and Platting Commissien
John Philip Donisi — Zoning and Platting Commission

. Jay A. Gohil —Zoning and Platting Commission | -
Clarke Hammond - Zoning and Platting Commission
Melissa Hawthorne — Zoning and Platting Commission
Janis Pinnelli — Zoning and Platting Commission
Teresa Rabago — Zoning and Platting Commission
Steve Drenner ~ Drenner, Stuart, Wolff, Metcalfe, von Kreisler
Don Crowell — Don Crowell Fine Homes, Inc.




 PROJECT NARRATIVE

Chrogolozy Timeframe/Colendar ~Qyrper
Original House Construction 1539 - 1955 Bemice Exken Wilder
Sacond Owner 1936 - 1959 Will 0*Connell
Third Owner 1960 - 2004 Mikton & Bonnle Messer
Fourth Owner 2004 » Present - BiY & Melanic Waltors
' nfk i itlo c Notey
Pemberton Sabdivision Established older oentral Austin neighborhood
Gaston Ave/McCallum Dr. Older, well-kept residences with mature plantings along street
2508 McCalflam Dr. Pro-war construction on comner of Gaston Ave & McCallum Dr / 2-story woodframe siructure with
o patmed Selck eladding / 2-story wood columms £ pllasters @ entry porch w/Corinthiar colurms &
capitals / non-original 2-story addition en south side (marginal condition) / non-original l-story
servios and garage addition on north side (non-salvageable condition) : :
Site Conditlon(s) Troes & Plantings Mature existing trec condition(s) / minimal low-
» : - gvelphuﬁngsﬂ)m@ﬁuwﬁdc:(ujm
rean
Lawn Mature, vibrant front Lawn / fair back yard;
Affected growth due to éxtensive tree shading
Flan Configursiion Central stair hall / symmetrical disposition of rooms about stair hall
Eatry Porch Columns/Filasters Corinthisn colnhs & capitals (4) Blocked colunms plus (2) Rlocked pilasters
(Blocked=no fiuting on shaft); (seo Photo)
Column Dismeater / Helght 12,75" Din. / 213" (17'-9™} Total Height
: {21” Dia. would yield true classic proportions...}
Intercofummniation Pycnostyle (2.23 Diemeters between columns)
Entablature Simplified Architrave / Frieze / Comice
Pediment Gabled/no brackets or dentils; covered
wialum. siding
Exterlor Cladding Painted brick / wood siding (clspboard...7)  Simplified trim package .
covered w/aluminum siding - 8” exp.
Rear Wall / Stair Window Vaguely ‘Palladian’ configuration Simplified / stripped-down version (soe Photo)
Fenestration 6/6/6 tripie-bung windows @ lower front Painted flat trim w/Cavetto mouldings @ top
/6 dauble-hing windows @ upper front Painted flat trim w/Csvetto mouldings @ top
66 double-tung windows @ upper rear Painted flat trim w/Cavetto mouldings @ op
Structural Condltion(s) Foundation / pler & beam Marginal exist, condition / needs minimal work
‘Frema / 2x4 wnlls ; 2x10 joists; Ix mfters WMarpinal exixt, condition / needs minimal work
Roof / approx. &/12 phich Marginal existing condition / needs replacement
Exterior Cladding Marginal exist, cond’n / needs substantial work
: Non-original aluminum siding additions...
Windows Marginal exist. condition / need replacement
Existing single-pane fenestration throughod...
Mechanical Conditlon{c) Electrical Marginal exist. condition / nseds replacement
Mechanical Marginal exist. condition / needs replacement
Plumbing Marginal exist, condition / needs replacement

2608 McCALLUM DRIVE : DEMOLITION OF EXISTING STRUCTURE AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW RESIDENCE
OWNER: BILL & MELANIE WALTERS ARCHITECT: ARKIRECTO / PETER DICK ARCHITECT BUILDER: DON (




T NARRATIVE SHEET #1

DR

Bill snd Melanie ‘Walters, Jongtime residents of the Pemberton neighborhood st 1414 Gaston Avenue, have had the mique
opportunity to purchase the Messer Realdence at 2608 McCallum Dr. in the fall of 2004, The Walters’ intent, and the

approach of the whole tearn, is to design and construct & gracious and sympathetic new home that will seanvlessly integrate
into the existing neighbothood . Prime generative forces in the design and caonstructive effort will be respect for the '

: mmuwlcmdnyllsﬂcomtextoﬂheneighbmhood,uweﬂﬂxeretnmageofasmanyofmemrmphnnmsasisphmcany

possible.

We hold & strong belief in the concept of a team effort being the optimuan spproach to the successful execution of sy project.
The team -~ Bill and Melanie Walters a3 clients, Peter Dick as the architect, and Don Crowell as the builder - all bring
msiﬂvhymdﬂgorinﬂxchnspwﬂvuppmachcsbﬁeprmss,ulhownmﬂ:cmmtmmsﬂﬂmmodolofﬂ:cwmm
existing residence st 1414 Gastan Ave. This project is chronicled in this booklet ( see Sheets EX 1.3 through EX 1.7); also,
additional examples in the immediate neighborhood of work built by Don Crowell, Inc. are included (see Sheets EX 1.8 / EX
l.9IEx1.10). ' .

The existing structure, orlginallyconsu-umdh1939hmmﬂgamofchssicalpxmdmtmmperedbyﬂmmwewm
modernist tendencles, fs in such need of rehabilitative effort that ft was deamed better to move it, if possible; and start from
scratch, All of the mechanical systems (HVAC / electrical / phmbing) sre deficient or non-existent, and replacement and/or
upgrading would require such substantial reconfiguration of the interior spaces as to render them unrecognizeble. The notable
architectura] ttribrutes of the house that give it some charm — the front entry columns and pilasters ~ will be saved and

" installed at a future location.

City regulations mandate a twenty-five (25) foot front yard setback for the SF-3 zoning jurisdiction for this area. Thereis a
more restrictive covenant of forty (40) feet for this lot’s front yard setback, and this additional fificen feet of area is what we
are requesting your consideration in waiving. The mare restrictive setback scenario exponentially hcreases the difficulty of
the chaflenge in satisfying the wishes of the Walters, Le. the inclusion of exterior amenities such &3 a pool and enclosed
exercise yard for their dog “Chief’, and the graceful integration of these features with the proposed site footprint of en
spproximate 3,200 square foot residence and & three-car gamage. .

The following Project Narrative Sheet details the site chronology and the physical description of the extant structure, as well
as a verbal comparative anatysis / synopsis of the differences between the 25° setback scheme and the 40 setback schemse.
Next are the sito plan sheets thet graphically chronicle the differences between what is there and what is proposed. Firally,

. four examples in the in the immediate arca are offered to show the talents and capabilities of the teem members and their

commitment to the poetic articulstion of the built environment.

F NEW RESIDENGE

ECT

BUILDER: DON CROWELL, ING




: SHEET #2

DESIRED NEW RESIDENCE ALLOWANCE(S)

. Approx. 4,500 to 5,200 SF enclosed space, of which approximately 3,200 SF would on the ground floor
Enclosed 3~car garage ' _
Exnclosed, private rear patio .

* Location for swimming pool

Matuare trees tntegrated w/structure and pool area
Extensive planting scheme sympathetic w/neighborhood context
Fenced anfmal exercise area for their dog *Chief’
Modem and energy efficient envelope components, such as windows / roof / insulation / cladding, etc.
Modern mech’l systems: HVAC/elec/security, etc.
Accommodating plan configuration
Expanded material cholces .
Neighborhood compatibility in scale / context / lovel of ﬁnish

. ARKIRECTO
PETER DICK/ARCHITECT

n:]
v
2

AUSTIN, TEXAS T8703 &

25’ SETBACK ALLOWANCE(S)

Approx. 4,500 to 5,200 SF of enclosed space is desired, of which spproximately 3,200 SF would on the ground floor
Enclosed 3-car garage, with a covered walkway o the honse
lmmclosed.prlvatcmpano(l4588F)wiﬂupaceforplanmgbedsmdnitungm
Larger swimming pool (approx. 23'W x 34'L)
Mature trees retained, integrated w/structure
Two trees wonld require removal in this schems
Planting scheme sympathetic w/nelghborhood context . .

~ High quality construction materials and methods ' _ DATE
More opportunities for u gracious internal court _ noEM

40 SETBACK ALLOWANCE(S)

WALTERS RESIDENCE

2608 MeCALLIM DRIVE

REVISIONS

Approx. 4,500 to 3,200 SF of enclosed space is desired, of which approximately 3,200 SF would on the ground floor
Enclosed 3-car garage, with a covered walkway to the house

Smaller enclosed, private rear patio (724 SF), with very little space for planting bedsmdntungm

Smaller swimming pool (approx. 15'W x 30'L)

Maturo trees retained, integrated w/structure " Forawney
Three trees or more would require removal in this scheme O
Planting scheme sympathetic w/neighborhood context .

High quality construction materials and methods
Fewzer opportunities for a gracious internal court

Wa. Na.

PN1.2

FROJECY
KARRATIVE 2

PROGRESS PRINT

KROT FOR REBULATORY APPROVAL
CONSTRUCTION / PERMIT

PETER DICK - ARCHITECT
TEXAS LICENSE # 18728

N CROWELL, NG
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CITY OF AUSTIN HISTORIC LANDMARK"COMZMISSION
January 24, 2006
C14H-04-0031 - Ikins - O’Connell - Messer House, 2608 McCallum Avenue

B. Publi i iscuss And Take Action istoric Zoning Cases

3. C14H-04-0031 - Ikine-O’Connell-Messer House, 2608 McCallum Avenue
Application for, historic zoning X

By: Historic Landmark Commission

QOwner: Melanie and Bill Walters

City StafE‘ Steve Sadowsky, Historic Preservation Office, 974-6454

- -

Staff Prescntation

" The ca. 1938 Ikins - O’Co_n.nell - Messer House is over 50 years old, retains a
high degree of architectural integrity, and is located in Section 8 of Pemberton
Heights, a later addition t6 the original Pemberton Heights plat of the 1920s.
Developed as an exclusively residential upper middle class suburb after the
opening of the 24tk Street Bridge across Shoal Creek, Pemberton Heights
featured curving streets, minimum setbacks from the streets, and prohibitions
on businesses to ensure residential property values. Pemberton was one of the
city’s first automobile suburbs, attracfing families wishing to escape the
congested urban core for the large lots and pleasant suburban surroundings of
the west bank of Shoal Creek.

The house was the home of a geologist, then a building contractor and reflects
the general composition of the neighborhood, which was desigﬁed to be an
affluent suburb and occupi.es a prominent corner at McCallum Drive and Gaston
Avenue in Pemberton Heights. The Heritage Society of Austin as well as
neighbors and neighborhood groups have expressed support for preservation of

this house and designation as a historic landmark.
The two-story house is a rectangular-plan side-gabled Classical Revival-styled

frame house with full-height central pedimented portico with Corinthian

columns and capitals, leaded glags sidelights, and rear Palladian window.
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CITY OF AUSTIN HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
| January 24, 2005
C14H-04-0031 ~ Tkins - O'Connell - Messer Houss, 2608 McCallum Avenue

Staff recommends the propoéed zoning change from family regidence (SF-8)
district to family residence - Historic (SF-3-H) combining district zoning under
Historic Landmark Designation Criteria 1, 3, 6, 7, and 12.

In Support Of Historic Zoning -
" Mr. Bill Britton, 1404 Preston Avenue, stated that the Old West Austin Neighborhobd
Association does not have the funds to have cocktail parties to rally support from
neighbors who are being made to feel loss of ownership rights if they don't support
demolition or produce shck brochures to show what would be replacing the house as the
owner here has done. Mr Bntton noted that his daughter and her husband live in
Evanston, Illinois, where they have a great historical district. Mr. Britton looked into
the historic district in Evanston and was told that a landmark does not have tobe a
masterpiece, but must be important to local history. ' .

Mr. Britton added that the idea that this house is unable to be restored is simply not
true. Mr. Britton related that he went to great lengths to restore his house. He bought
an old house in a historic neighborhood and knew he did not have a clean slate when he
purchased the house. Mr. Britton stated that he had restored his house to what it was
when it waa built, and noted that the older houses in the neighborhood are being
demolished and replaced. Mr. Britton stated that he regrets that there has been a rift
between neighbors over the demolition of oIa houses, but that the neighbors who bought
houses in the historic district because of its historic ambience have to stand up to
protect what they have. Mr. Britton stated that he would be happy to visit with the
owners and provide them with the name of the architect who worked to restore their

house.

Mr. Charles Johanson, 1 101 Gaston Avenue, stated that he and his wife renovated
houses in Pemberton and Tarrytown in the 1970s and 1980s, and never demolished
anything because the character of the neigﬁborhood was worth preserving. Mr. Johneon
stated that the Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association was created about four
years ago, and that he drafted the bylaws. One of the main principles in the bylaws was

Last printed 4/14/2005 11:49 AM Page 2 of 7



CITY OF AUSTIN HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
Jaritiary 24, 2005
C14H-04-0091 - Ikins - O’Connell - Messer House, 2608 McCallum Avenue

the preservation of the unique characteristics of P_emberfon Heights. Since 1985 or so,
Mr. Johnson has watched the deterioration of the neighborhood through the demolition
of historic houses and their replacement with lot-to-lot houses.

Mr. Bryan Chester, 2624 Harris Boulevard, informed the Commission that he has lived

in the neighborhood for 5 years. Although he likes some of the new construction, he is
more concerned about .the preservation of the character of the neighborhobd and the
historic district, and is in support of historic zoning for 2608 Mc¢ Callum Avenue. Mr.
Messer wae quite proud of working on the Mansfield Dam.

Ms. Susan Erickson, 1402 Preston Avenue, voiced her support for historic designation
and her opposition to demolition. The destruction of this house that is a contributing
structure to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District would be |
detrimentai to the historic character of the neighborhood. The issue tonight is not what
the owners say they are planning to build on this site; the issue is the loss to the
neighborhood and City of Austin if this contributing house is demolished. Ms. Erit_:kson
stated that she had come forward becausé she doesn’t want future generations to be

. referring to her when they ask ‘Why did they let this happen?.

Ms. Erickson added that Milton Messer worked on the Univefsity of Texas tower, the
Mansfield Dam, the Moonlight Towers and the bridges spanning Town Lake. He was a
craftsman, a modern day blacksmith, and continued a tradition passed down for 5 |
generations. Measer's grandfather came to Texas in the early 1800's and brought the
trade with him. Milton loved making things for the neighbors and he also treasured
showing people who came over the crafte he had made, including a brand he made for
Ms. Erickson's husband. He worked for Brown & Root then he took over the Modern
Supply Company, turning the business around. He was a fine citizen of Austin, and Ma.
Erickson reiterated that this house is worth preserving.

Mr. John Mayfield, 3824 Avenue F, representing the Hei:itage Society of Austin, read a
letter into the record: “The Heritage Society of Austin is opposed to the demolition of
any contributing structure in a National Register Historie District. We therefore,

respectfully request the properf:y 2608 Mc Callum Street be preserved. For over 50 years
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CITY OF AUSTIN HISTORIC _IANDMA.RK COMMISSION
~ January 24, 2006 .
C14H-04-0081 - Ikins - O'Connell - Messer House, 2608 McCallum Avenue

the Heritage Society has been the leading protector of Austin's diverse cultural heritage
in the preservation of historic treasures and places. As such we are oppoéed.of the
potential destruction of this important piece of Austin’s past and the precedent of
destroying a contributing property in a nationally recognized historic district. Thank
you for the many hours of hard work in an effort to presefve what is best about Austin
for the future generations.” Mr. Mayfield further stated that he toured this property
that afternoon, and found that it is the lone survivor in this two-block area. Acrose the
street a house has been torn down and replaced with a large ho-use, and _d_own the street
as well, 8o it is a quite prominent house in its geographical area. It is much larger than

the rest and as Steve Sadowsky stated, it is in good condition.

In Opposition to Historic Zoning

Mr. Bill Walters, the owner of the property, stated he has provided the Commission
with a presentation that his design team put together, along with a letter from Jay
Messer (Bonnie and Milton Messer’s son). He read the letter into the record (the actual
letter is in the back-up). There is also a letter from him and his wife Melanie regarding
.this matter and a ehort response from Betty Baker on the Zoning and Platting
Commission. The letter was copied to the mayor, City Council members, Zoning and
Platting Commission members, Toby Futrell, City Manager, and Laura Huffman,
Assistant City Manager. Mr, Walters stated that he was disturbed by Mr. Britton's
comments, and that he didn’t understand how the opposition could be here this evening
since none or a small percentage of the neighbors have even been in the house.
Numerous people from the neighborhood attended the open house held at the property
yesterday to have a glass of wine, some cheese and to inspect the interior of the house.
This is about driving by and trying to micro-manage other people’s private property. He
stated it is his hope that the Commisaion.take'into consideration their histories and |
work throughout the City of Austin, and his career here and to the established fact that

they are planning to take the zoning case to Zoning and Platting Commission and City

Council. We ask that you save the City of Austin and us time and money by approving

the demolition permit.
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CITY OF AUSTIN HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
o - January 24, 2005
C14H-04-0031 ~ Ikine - O'Connell - Messer House, 2608 McCallum Avenue

Mr. Peter Dick, Architect, showed a zoning map of the immediate area with green dots
(37) showing the people in support of demolition and red dots (11) showing the people in
opposition to demolition. Mr. Dick then described the house as a stripped-down Neo-
Classical example of architecture with very little articulation on the exterior and with
the exception of the central stair hall, there is almost none on the interior. The
conditions of the exterior and interior are going to be very difficult for someone to
perform work on this structure. It all goes back to the foundation, which is moving. No-
matter what someone does to it, it will continue to move; the only way to address that is
with a pier system that you almost would need to take the house down to access the

foundation.

Commissioner Julia Bunton asked if the house is in such bad shape what guarantee can

be given that this house can be relocated without it being completely destroyed.

Mr. Dick responded that the house is a brick-clad houée, so during the relocation
process the bricks would neéd to be stripped off of the exterior, the two-story house
would be cut horizontally. David Rodewald, the contracted mover, has performed
around 75-80 relocations of brick-clad houses at this point. The foundation is on clay
and the clay is moving. The only way the foundation can be repaired is to drill down to
bedrock to atabilize the foundation. .

‘Mr. Don Crowell, Generzl Residential Contractor, informed the Commission that he is
frequently asked by architects and clients to evaluate existing structures and analyze
from various budget and design aspects the pros and cons of renovation vs. new
construction. Mr. Crowell said that he evaluated this house and determined that
renovation will not yield the desired qualify or livability that new home construction
would and would incur a 15-20% increase in overall construction cost. The center core
of the house is on a pier-and-beam foundation, and there is evidence of considerable
movement all through the house, which is very evident when you enter the house; it is
less noticeable on the exterior. The process of stabilizing the center core is one of access
and going down to terra firma, which is 18-20 feet below the existing grade. This would

require coneiderable destruction of the structure in order to do this in a high quality

Last printed 4/14/2005 11:49 AM ‘ Page 5 of 7



CITY OF AUSTIN HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
a January 24, 2005 |
C14H-04-0031 - Ikine - O'Connell - Messer House, 2608 McCallum Avenue

manner, In addition, both ends of thé structure appear to have been add-ons over time;
they are not moving similarly with the center core. Mr. Crowell stated that in his
opinion and experience, to stabilize those ends would require taking the ends off in
order to produce a foundation aystem that is designed to move similarly with the center
core. Roughly a third if not more of this house would require demolition in order for
stabilization of the structure. All existing plumbing, wiring and mechanical systems are
unimproved, noi to code, and would require a complete gut of the interior to gain access
for replacement. From a time/budget calendar analysis of this project, Mr. Crowell
stated that he is 100% certain that demolition or relocation is the correct course for this
house. The Walters made decisions, which were appropriate for the neighborhood and

in each case the Walters’ made the right choice, not the least expensive choice.

| Rebuttal of In Support

Ms. Susan Erickson, stated the reason they did not attend the Walters’ cocktail party
was because it was at the home of someone they didn’t know and had not been invited.
They only heard about it in an e-mail that went to some other neighbors. The reason
they did not go to the open house is because they had spent so much time in that house
over the last 30 years, they didn't feel as if they needed to go see the house. It is obvious
that the additions need to be removed, also it is obvioua that the main part of the house
is sturdy. Mas. Erickson stated that fhe floors in the Messer house creak leas than in her
house. The Messer house is'on a pier-and-beam foundation, which gives you the
opportunity to go in and repair the foundation. Ms. Erickson stated that she had to
express shock and disappointment; it is very inappropriate for Mrs. Betty Baker to write
a letter when we (the neighborhood) have not had the opportunity to present our case at
that Commission meeting. Ms. Erickson stated she is interested in finding out about the
letters to the mayor, City Council members, Zoning and Platting.Commission members,
Toby Futrell, City Manager, and Laura Huffman, Assistant City Manager. She added
that just because the house needs new electricity and plumbing does not mean the
house needs to be demolished. When you purchase a place this old you should be aware
that the house needs new electricity and plumbing. Fear is a big factor in people
wanting to demolish a house; they may not be able to sell the property when it is

swrrounded with bigger houses. Ms. Erickson stated that the Walters have not

Last printed 4/14/2005 11:49 AM Page 6 of 7



CITY OF AUSTIN HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION

January 24, 2005
€C14H-04-0081 — Ikins - O’Connell - Messer House, 2608 McCallum Avenue

consulted a restoration architect; if they had a restoration architect who said it could be

restored we would have listened a little closer,
Public hearing was closed (Mather/Bunton).

COMMISSION ACTION: BUNTON/MATHER

' MOTION: RECOMMEND A ZONING CHANGE FROM FAMILY RESIDENCE (SF-
8) DISTRICT TO FAMILY RESIDENCE - HISTORIC (SF-3-H)
COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING BASED ON CITY HISTORIC
LANDMARK CRITERIA 1, 8, 6, 7, AND 12.

AYES: BUNTON, HANSEN, LAKY, AND MATHER

NAYS: WEST

RECUSED: LEARY AND LIMBACHER

ABSENT: FOWLER

MOTION CARRIED BY A VOTE OF 4-1-2

Last printed 4/1472005 11:49 AM | Page 7 of 7



HERITA
SOCIETY OF

AUSTIN

December 13, 2004

Historic Landmark Commission
City of Austin '

P. O. Box 1088

Austin, Texas 7876

Dear Chair Laky and Commission Members:

The Heritage Society of Austin is opposed to the demolition of any contributing structure to
a National Register Historic District. We therefore respectfully request that the property at
2608 McCallum Street be preserved. :

For over 50 years the Heritage Society has been the leading protecior of Austin’s diverse
cultural heritage through the preservation of historic treasures and places. As such, we are
opposed to the potential destruction of this important piece of Austin’s past and the
precedent of destroying a contributing property to a nationally recognized historic district.

The Heritage Society believes that believes that learning from and celebrating our past while
planning for and creating the future enhances livability and a sense of identity, Thank you
for your many hours of hard work in an effort to preserve what is best about Austin for
future generations. :

President

Heritage Society of Austin
P.O. Box 2113, Austin, TX 78768
Phone 474-5198 Fax 476-8687
www.heritagesocietyaustin.org
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PUBLIC HEARING Eogﬂnoz

Egﬁﬁgguaﬂﬁnﬁngsgsg public
hearing, you are not required to attend. However, if you do attend, you
bave the opportimity to speak FOR or AGAINST the proposed
development or change. You may also contact a neighborhood or

Bgﬁggggaﬁguﬂﬁﬁrﬁwg.

affecting your uﬂmwgvoon.

During a public EEEEEBB&,EE or
contimue an application’s hearing to a later date, or recommend approval or
denial of the application. If the board or commission announces a specific

date and time for a postponement or continuation that is not later than 60.
- days from the snnouncement, no further notice is required.

A board or commission’s decision may be appealed by a person with
standing to appeal, or an interested party that is identified es a person who
can mppeal the decision. The body holding a public hearing on an appeal
will determine whether a person has standing to appeal the decision.

An interested party is defined as a person who is the applicant ar record
ﬂnn. mEnEEoﬁ.qunQ or who commmmicates an interest to a board
r commission by:
» delivering a iﬂnﬂnznﬁnasﬁcopaﬁgaﬁﬁﬁu&oaﬁ
during the public hearing that generally identifies the iasucs of concern
(it may be delivered 10 the contact person listed on a notice); or
« appearing and Emﬂﬁogﬂﬁnwudr hearing;
ang:
= occupics a primary residence that is within 500 feet of the subject
property ot proposed development;
» isthe record owner of property within 500 feet of the subject property
or proposed development; or
. Egoﬁgomsggﬂﬂggggg
an interest in or whose declared boundaries are within S00 fast of the
subject property or proposed development.

A notice mubunn_g_unm—&saﬁ..rag of the responsible
ggﬁﬁg:&ﬁpﬁﬁg? ?unvvﬂ_ggw

be availzble from the responsible department.

mﬂ&&gnasmﬁawgoansgﬂw of Austin’s land development
naon-.suaoﬁi&ﬂq www.clausiintz.us/development.
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Written commments must be submitted to the boerd ¢r commission {(or the
contact person listed on the notice) before or at a public hearing. Your
comments should include the board or commission’s name, the scheduled
date 0 of the public hearing, and the Case Number and the contact person
listed on the notice.

Case Number: NRD-04-000¢  J60¢ Mc Callum Drive
Contact: Steve Sadowzky, (512) 9746454 -

Public Hearing: Javivary 244, 2.003

Breemberd3-2604 Historic Commission

I amo in favoy
(O I object

Mo lieza Jopes

Your Name (please print)
2512 Melalluwn DCive,

Your addreas{es) affected by this application :
/ if 2 %.\m e
/' Dde

If you use EEBEEBE=E<€B§H
City of Austin
Neighborhood Planming and Zoning UnwE.nuﬂn

Steve Sadowsky
or Fax T0°

P. 0. Box 1088 .
Austin, TX 78767-8810 Lonmie LaBade am-4i04
G.a._' %ﬂ&m@mmﬂrof Of€ice _.‘.W. i‘ ,.,
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PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION
Although applicants and/or their agent(s) are expected to attend & public
hearing, you are not roquired to attend. However, if you do attend, you

have the opportunity to speak FOR or AGAINST the propessd
development or change. You may also contactsa neighborhood  or

nggggﬁﬁjﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁh&g.

A '
During a puhblic hearing, the board or commission.may postpone or

continue an application’s hearing to & later data, QEEE.

denial of the applicstion. If the board or commission annotmees & specific
date and timo for a postponement or continuation that is not later than 60
days from the announcement, no further notice is required.

A board or commission's decision may be appealed by a person with
standing to appeal, or an interested party that is identified as a person who
o&ﬁi&ng_gg&vog-ugggﬁ%ﬂ&
will determine whether a'person has standing to appeal the decision.

An interested party is defined as a person who is the applicant or record
.owner of the subject property, or who communicates an interest to a board
or cormmission by: :
+ delivering a written statement to the boerd or commission before or
! during the public kearing that generally identifies the issues of concemn
(it may be delivered to the contact person listed on a notice); or
+ sppeasing and speaking for the record at the public hearing;
and:
* OcCupies & primary residence that is within 500 fect of the subject
property of proposed developmeat;

» is the record owner of property within 500 feet of the subject propesty

or proposed development; or
» i3 an officer of an environmental or neighborhood organization that has
an interest in or whose declared boundaries are within 500 feet of the

subject propesty of proposed development.
A notice of appeal must be filed with the director of the responsible
department no later than 14 days after the decision. An appeal form may
be available from the responaible department. 2

For sdditional information on the City of Austin's land development
process, visit our web tite: www.cLaustin.tr.us/development.

. Written comments must be submitted to the board or commission (ot the

contact person listed on the notice) before or at a public hearing. Your

|| comments should include the board or cormmission's name, the scheduled

date of the public hearing, and the Case Number and the contact parson

|| listed on the notice.

Case Number: NRD-04-0094 2005 MeCallom Drive
Contact: Steve Sadowsky, (512) 974-6454

Public Hearing: Janvary 24, 2003
Bevember-t3-2604 Historic k Commission

(.4
D L TR W ¥
_ Z ig

. Austin, TX 78767-8810

. . _“Qm EF,_
Chassic \933& Townsend Dmum& oF

Your Name (please print) ~ .
2579 Me Callum Prive

Your address(es) affected by this application

- Lluin 74

H&.Uﬁ\Oﬂ. \;\\ \%‘: .\ s 1
City of Austin .
Neighborhood Planring and Zoning Department’

Steve Sadowsky :
or Fay to°

Lonnie _Lcw.:.T. ¥M-4i0%
Cit Vwﬁm@««&f.o? o.mm,.nbl_.?..;uﬁ

P. O. Box 1088
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P During = public hearing, the board or comspission may postpone or

m canlinue an application’s hearing 1o 8 later daic, of recommend approval or

F denial o Ennuugon. #Egﬁggug
date i

[ o]

FROM:

4-2005 12:685

EE&E:EI-E!E:E@EEE&
oﬂﬁﬂoﬁ&n!&aﬂﬂ%ﬂu who communicates an inierest to a board

«.!@?%& ESEE:EE.H -28&

_r.
i&nﬁgﬁigg.bﬁngﬁg%nunﬂﬁn.
EEEBESK&EEE.M&HE Your
comments should include the board or commission’s s name, the scheduled

date of EEEEE??EEEE
listed on the notice,

Case Number: NRD-04-00 2 4 20T MeCallvm a
Contact: Steve Sadowsky, (512) 974-6454
Public Hearing: Javiv »& 2005
iﬁg Commission

r
MISSY Bmm 0.5 0 ¥ s fn fa
Your Name (please pring) o Tobject
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PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION

E@E:mr-tmgnp& Eﬁﬂwauﬁnﬂu atiend a public

gwﬂﬂ-nﬂﬂﬁ& you do attead, yau .

Enﬁbﬂsﬂqaﬂgmghﬁﬂg.gﬂ@i& * w
E contect a acighboarhood

 baa vx intecest ) icn || || [Cose Number: NRD-04-0094 2608 Mg Callom Drive 3

Canfact: § ﬁcmﬁo!&ﬁﬁ;qu a

§§ Commission

- Whitten commeats st be submitted to m.o_ucﬁ_ﬂ. EESA or the
contact parson Usted on the notice) before Envnnnnm. Your
. EEEEE SBBEEu. name, the scheduleod

Esﬁgg later date, or E%ﬂz
demial of the application. Eowﬂa EE%

“ During a EEEE Eﬂn posipons - of
EEE-EEREEE#EEREQV

A board or commission’s decision may be appoeled by m parson with
standing to appoal, or an inlerested party that is identified as & parscn who

¢ appeal the decision. The body holding a public hearing on an appeal
will detexrming whother 8 ml.-b.:i s sanding to -muﬂpnrnﬁnr-on. .

ggﬂﬁgsgﬂpgﬂgﬁﬁo% record
7 gnmnHEEnﬂE&Q or ESEBEEE & board. :
J ongnﬁunaouww. |

during the public hearing that gencrally {dentifies the lssuea of conosin
(it may ba delivered 10 the contact person Bstad on a notice); or
ggﬁ-ﬁgnﬂﬁog the prblic heaning

E.ovﬁ.@ goe&&cg
a%&%

_ » iz an officer of an enviranmeptal or
_ an interost in of whose dechaed boundasics are within 500 feet of the

A notice © msﬁaﬁxr.e&g;umﬂ!&?%_f Clty of Anstin . _
, department po Iater then 14 days after tho desision. A sppeal foon may Neighborhood Planning and Zoaing Depestment
. beavailable mﬁ.ﬁﬁuﬂ-&&nﬁg ve Sadowsky :
of Auatin’s land - Box 108 or Fax ._d
" %Eoﬁ &Eggﬁ.igi : P niel wn,*.
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m sbongh applicants snd/ar their agent(s) w ﬂ?wﬁ_ to attond a public .
a warag, you are not required to altead. However,'if you do etisnd, you

" \evelopment or cheags, You may alio comiact & neighbochood. oc

NELSON INVES

’ 24/2005 14:52 512-4E7-8%F

: the decision. The kolding hearing on an appeal .
m E?Enﬂﬂggﬂﬂ?ﬁg

voer of ths subjest property, of EEEEEE-E
- comunission by:
+ deliveting a EBEEEEESEEE%R

. EE%%EEEEE&E
: agﬁgﬁﬁe.fgt&bgﬁﬁgn% .
..wuwﬂnunm& eaking for the vecord st the publio hearing:

¢ ¢ additional infoomation on the City of Aujtin's land dovelopmant
~ . .EEE‘&EEEEEEE
[.~] -

PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION

uve the opportupity 4o speak FOR or AGAINST ibe proposed
EEEE&EEE oz applloation”

daring EEEE&REE%
ontinue sn applicaion’s hearing 1o & Iater date, or yecommend spprovil
E%E% If the board or cammisaion snnounoss & spealfio

o .
E&.ﬁ 1o sppeal, or an interestad wgrg EEEEEE

2 inteceated pasty §5 Hiofined &s & person who is tho applioant of record

onﬁu—ﬁ primary reaidenos that 1s within 500 feot of the subject
peopesty of ﬂ%ﬂ&%

{s tha recar oanﬂp_.wavna within 500 foct of the subjeat property .

&0 intarest i or whose declared boundaries sre within 500 fzet of the

g&iﬁifmﬁﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁ%&é
pastment 0o later than 14 days after the decision. Aa tppoal fors may

%gﬁn%g

I EBSEEE.ESEERE (or the

coatact person listed an the notice) before or 8 public hearing. Your
Eﬁgﬂ.g name, the schednled
&r&?&&g and the oﬁozcsvasnﬁﬁ_ﬁ,

A Usted on the notice. person

Case Number: NRD-04-0094 24608 MoColken Drive
Contact: Stove -noszﬁq (512) 974-6454

Rublis Besring: Ty M, 2005

or gggmoﬁs_i& | |
. Aelxod aa {n favor
S ..”Evvz.m_w_‘_h;mulﬁwgc Orx ow.h“
| |

[dz2 - \o 1400 \#QP.
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//W Signature Datc
Comments:_ ‘
If you uss this form to commaant, it may be returmed to; \
City of Austin .
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. (it may be delivered to the contact pérson listed on a nolice); ot

PUBLIC BEARING INFOBMATION

\lthough applicants and/ar their ageat(s) are expecied to atiend @ public
Eﬁcﬁuﬂnﬁ&n& sttead. However, if you do attend, you
r”o_&_o ppostunity to Gopwwo-roﬁgwﬂﬁowawow&
&oEo..oEﬁm. ou may nsighborhood . of
EQEEE%&“&SEGEB;
flecting your neighborhood.

niring @ public bearing, the board or compission may postpone ar
ontimue sn application’s hearing to a later date, or recommend approval or.
enial of ihe spplication. If the board or cotomission announces a specific
ate and time for & ER&EE:EEES
ays from the announcement, no further notice is nonuw&.

gr iﬁBSEEE?EEE the board or commmission (or the
|| contact person listed on the notics) before or at a public hearing. Your
comments should inchide the board or commission’s name, the scheduled

Eﬁﬁgﬁggﬁggﬁgﬁngg
' Eﬁoﬂﬁo%

Caze Eﬁzgef 2407 MeCallera Drive- ;

Public m.ﬁ...n.u.o.:g M, 005
gggg —

rellacpuric Mache£r

I410 Preston @%M_MN-E.W@
Your address(es) affected by this application -

gﬂguggfﬁgg &-person with

ES%QBE&EEE:E&E-EHF
w appeal the decigion. The body holding a public hearing on an appeal .

Egﬂgngggsﬁw&&ng

p interested party is defined as a person who is the spplicant or yecard
¥Rer o ﬁﬁvhﬁg.ﬂﬂgggﬁgﬂowg.
- commission by: .
+ delivering s a written slaterent to Egﬂgﬁgga
during the public hearing that genecally identifics the issues of concern

. appearing and speaking for the record at the cEBrBEﬁ
d:

occupies a primary residencs that is within 500 foet of the subject
propetty ot proposed developmant;

:ﬁgoﬁﬁgégggﬁgﬁg .

or proposed development; or

rﬂoggﬁﬁgﬂaﬁ&o&o&%gg

an interest in or whose declared boundaries are within 500 feet of the .

subject property of prof g If you use this form to comment, it may be returned

B?&ﬁ&ﬁ:fa&i&ﬁ%ﬁs&?ﬁas&r o& of Austin |
. partmennt no later than 14 days afier the decision. An appcal form may mbvo&oon Eaguﬁaﬁ

available from the responsibic department. ve Sadowsky .
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Page 1 of 1

A

Sub}: (no subject) -
Date: 1/24/2005 7:10:21 AM Central Standard Time

From:  Cokerdale
To: NewSweden

As residents of the Pemberton Heights for the past 235 years, we wish to voice our
opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608 McCallum. The

destruction of this home, whichisa contnbutmg house to our Old West Austin
Historical District, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the

historical environment we strongly support. Sincerely, -

Dale and Chey Coker
1504 Gaston Avenue
GMWW ol reoe abiove,

Monday, January 24, 2005 America Online; NewSweden



Page 1 of 1

Sub}: Re: Preservation _
Date: 1/24/2005 10:35:50 AM Centra! Standard Time

From: astanley@astanley.com
To: NewSweden@aol.com

.
[ [ B ¥
-l o« - = . o

. To the Historic Landmark Commission Members:

_As a resident of Pemberton Heights for the past 15 years, t wish to
voice my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at
2608 McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing
house to our Old West Austin Historic District and the National

Register of Historic Places, would be detrimental to the character of

the neighborhood and to the historical environment we sfrongly suppoit.

Name: Alfred Stanley

Address: 1409 Hardouin Av Austin, TX 78703

Monday, January 24, 2005 America Online: NewSweden



To the Historic Landmark Commission Members:

. As aresident of Pemberton Heights for the past 2§ years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
our Old West Austin HiStoric District and the National Register of Historic
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the
historical environment we strongly support.

Name: O_u Oi_“? e

Address: 1085 tuerfover Ao
furti~, 7K '7:70}.,--



To the Historic Landmark Commission Members: -

As a resident of Pemberton Heights for the past _ /) years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
our Old West Austin Historic District and the National Register of Historic
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the
historical environment we strongly support.

(o2 G Ay



To the Historic Landmark Commission Members;

- As aresident of Pemberton Heights for %ML years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
our Old West Austin Historic District and the National Register of Historic
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the
historical environment we strongly support.

Name: ) &W .
Addrcss% Prirsa H’uﬂf«.ﬁ W>M“: Ix 78704
| W storus Ablo ..wm.jmylau foe 15 Yo prd—



To the Historic Landmark Commission Members:

As a resident of Pemberton Heights for-the-past 7 ( years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
our Old West Austin Historic District and the National Register of Historic
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the
historical environment we strongly support.

Name: &«%m
Address: —7pp . ISESL M?&é al'
%vmq.wawg /02 WJA"Z/’H”"’“‘@'-



To the Histo_ric Landmark Commission Members:

As a resident of Pemberton Heights for the past2£ years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
our Old Wést Austin Historic District and the Nétional Register of Historic
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the nelghborhood and to the
historical environment we strongly support.

et o
Mt 1502 Loty eiperee 1OA.
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To the Historic Landmark Commission Members:

As a resident of Pemberton Heights for the past 4 _ years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
our Old West Austin Histotic District and the National Register of Historic
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the

historical environment we strongly support.
s Y Do
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To the Historic Landmark Commission Members:

As a resident of Pemberton Heights for the past 43_\/2‘ years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
our Old West Austin Historic District and the National Register of Historic
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the
historical environment we strongly support.

Name: d, QIMAJM
Address: 9419 Aeiy) Bowlevard



To the Historic Landmark Commission Members:

As a resident of Pemberton Heights for the past 22 years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
otir Old West Austiti Historic District afid the National Register of Historic

Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the .

historical environment we strongly support.

Name: KATE JORDRN Eoooe

Address: 3 €p T 1 ARRATL WE 72763
1-333°L

Jarmie Coode g



To the Historic Landmark Commission Members; -

As a resident of Pemberton Heights for the past __~_ years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
~ our Old West Austin Historic Distri¢t and the National Register of Historic
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the
historical environment we strongly support.

ave: Fftruns 0B 2l

Address: Z 4 63 //AM /15 BLVE.

LillianKAlley,

g 9



To the Historic Landmark Commission Members:

As a resident of Pemberton Heights for the past _& years, I wish to voice

my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608

McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to_

* our Old West Austin Historic District and the National Register of Historic
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the

historical environment we strongly support. :

Name: 0/11"1 Mﬁ‘[l‘b{_. ?‘(‘f)../‘ /’%@éj\

Address: ) (L,O0 Harris RIop,
rastin Ty 7570 .



To the Historic Landmark Comnﬁssion Members:

As aresident of Pemberton Heights for the past ég years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
our Old ‘West Austin Historic District and the National Register of Historic
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the
historical environment we strongly support

ﬁf&%

Address: 2@041



To the Historic Landmark Commission Members:

As a resident of Pemberton Heights for the past _/ﬁ years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
our OId West Austin Historic District and the National Register of Historic

Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the -

historical environment we strongly support.

Name: /ﬂj/}ml) _
Address: :2&0;/ WM W )

e



To the Historic Landmark Commission Members:

As aresident of Pemberton Heights for the past 4 years, I wish to voice my
opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
otirOld West Austin Historic District and the National Register of Historic b
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the '
historical environment we strongly support. ,

Name: Stacey Smotherman

Address: 1603 Preston Avenue
Austin, Texas 78703

MW“”
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To the Historic Landmark Commission Members:

As a resident of Pemberton Heights for the past 8 _years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to

" ~our Old West Austin Historic District and the National Register of Historic
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the
l'ustorlca] environment we strongly support.

Z%dfﬂ/l T 7”@7&24/
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To the Historic Landmark Commission Members:

As a resident of Pemberton Heights for the past I_é%ears, I wish to.voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to
our Old West Austin Historic District and the National Register of Historic™
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the’

historical environment we strongly support.

. /423 ?@WAVL



To the Historic Landmark Commission Members:

As aresident of Pemberton Heights for the past _44 . years, I wish to voice
my opposition to the proposed demolition of the Messer House at 2608
McCallum. The destruction of this home, which is a contributing house to our
Old West Austin Historic District and the National Register of Historic -
Places, would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood and to the
historical environment we strongly support.

Name: Kathryn Miller Andérson | ﬁa%%(fﬂf)w' %M/l(_)

Address: 1513 Preston Ave. [-2Y-0g



December 9%, 2004

 Bill and Melanie Walters -
. 1414 Gaston Ave.
Austin, Texas 78703

Dear Bill and Melanie,

I wanted to let you know that we are in full support of your plans regarding the oid

Messer home on the Northwest corner of Gaston and Mccallum. We know the home you -
will build will fit the Pemberton profile, and we appreciate you respecting the character

of the neighborhood.

S"‘&/@/u@

Danny and Kris Krause
2605 McCallum Drive.

L112-EL¥-218 sJdaj[em ajuetay dsQ:11 #0 60 2aQ
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March 13, 2005

Re: Case Number: C14H-04-0031
2608 McCallum

Dear Cxty Council Member:

—_ : .y
An ovcrwhelmmg number of remdents of the Pemberton Helghts Neighborhood ask that
you please carefully consider the attached materials as you prepare tohear a request for

- Historic Designation for the residence at 2608 McCallum. We feel very strongly that this

house should be preserved in that it is a historic structure in addition to adding
significantly to the architectural character and over-all history of our neighborhood.

From these documents, you will see that the former Messer Home does the following:
© Meets the majority of the requirements for Historic Designation.
'© Comes to the Zoning & Platting Commission with a recommendation in favor of
Historic Designation from the Historic Landmark Commission.
o Contributes to a neighborhood in which history is an economic plus for the city.
o Isin a condition to easily be modemized.
o Is of significant importance to the neighbors.

The new owner, Redbird Energy (Melanie and Bill Walters) intends to demolish this
home. The argument in favor of demolition seems to revolve around an owner’s right to
do as he pleases with his property regardless of the cost to those around him. And, that
cost is great. We have found ourselves in the unenviable position of having stand up for
our rights in order to protect what we have from those who would take our neighborhood
away from us. We live here and pay these high taxes, because we love what we walk,
run, and bike through, because there are stories and families that go with the wood and

- the stone, because it's not just what we live in, but what we look at. Take away the

texture and the personality of our streets, and you take away our homes as well. THAT
is the most egreglous loss of control over our property. Mr. Walter’s view of the ..
neighborhood from his new house won’t change; ours will. Our property rights are being
taken away every bit as much as he feels his are.

We're sorry the Walters are in this position. However, they did knowingly buy a

contributing home in a Nationa! Register District. The fact that Mr. Walters told the

Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association that they had budgeted $50,000.00 to fight
opposition substantiates a comment made by Rusty Perry, a long-time friend and
colleague about Mr. Walters in The Austin Business Journal the week of January 8, 2005,
“He doesn’t mess around when he has his sights on a deal and surrounds himself with the
best (and usually most expensive) team possible and doesn’t stop until he succeeds.”
Another quote from the same article states, “To him, land is a blank canvas.” This is not
a blank canvas. Itis a historic home.

Weéurge this body to vote in favor of City Historic Designation for the Messer home.
Demolition should never be the first option when it comes to historic neighborhoods like



Pemberton Heights. This case is an opportunity for our City to send the message that we
value our history. It’s time for the City of Austin to demonstrate both the will and
courage to support its own prescrvation program!

Thank you.

Neighbors of 2608 McCallum

TG



MILTON MESSER

1917-2004

“Milton Messer was a machinist, a modern day
blacksmith, fifth-generation in fact, who has had a
considerable hand in forging the face of Austin.”?
Milton had a hand in shaping many familiar
structures in and around Austin, most notably the
University of Texas tower {see photo 1), Mansfield
Dam, the Moonlight Towers, and the bridges
spanning Town Lake.2 In 1960, during the active
part of his career, he and his wife bought their
Pemberton home (photo 2), on the comer of
McCallum and Gaston, and lived there until 2004.

Milton grew up in the house his grandfather built on
Garden Street in east Austin. He went to Austin
High School and Wesleyan College, which used to be
located on the U.T. campus.3 However, he learned
his trade while a youngster in the shop of his father,
Joy Clark Messer {photo 3), who founded Modem
Supply {photo 4, 5, 6), a big welding and machine
shop then located at 406 Brazos, in 1933. Joy Clark
Messer, as Milton recalled, unloaded and drove the
first automobile in Austin4 Milton's grandfather,
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Jeremiah Clark, trained his son
Joy in Martindale, his birthplace,
and in Austin, where the family
moved in 1895.5 “Milton literally
grew up in the steel and machine
age — inside a machine shop.”¢

“Milton, at age 20 (1937), went
to work for Brown & Root at
Marshall Ford Dam (now
Mansfield Dam) - during the
Depression work was slow at his
fathet’s machine shop. In this
five-year period he was involved
in the erection of a cable crane
that delivered cancrete ta the
dam structure."?




+In 1942 he returned to Modemn Supply and took
over the business. He was able to solve the

financial difficulties the company had run into; he
turned the business around, and it became the
premier machine shop in Austin for the rest of the
last century. He moved the business from 406

Brazos to 316 North Lamar (photo 7) in 1945,

paying $750 for that lot.”8 .

" Modemn Supply, via both Milton and his father, was
instrumental in the business life of Austin. Messer
Sr. (Joy) kept the presses rolling at the Austin
American Statesman. This meant that Joy had to
get up in the middle of the night and rush to the
pressroom to see that the Austin American
Statesman was on your dootstep before breakfast.?
Milton’s work also impacted daily lives in Austin.

The owner of Austin Cleaners told him in 1977 ) . , .
that he didn’t know what he'd do if Messer ever 1960’s) at the Capitol (photo 10); he did repair wotk on

the Capitol as well. He also restored the Walter Tips
engine that sits in the lobby of the Walter Tipps
Building on Congress Avenue. He did that work for
Franklin Savings. As of the 1970’ there was still a big
need for the service Milton offered. His work is not
shows the City Hall transmission tower being restricted simply to Austin, “The bronze medallion of
installed, with Milton on the job at the top (photo the Amefican ea.gle, “_'hmh hangs outside the U.S. )
8). Milton fabricated the six large shields or Embassy in Mexico City, was welded and assembled in
Messer’s shap”!1 (photo 9).

Photo 3

shut down his operation. Or for that mattes, what
will the inmates of the County Jail do if the locking
device on the master door ever malfunctions again?
It was Milton Messer who cut it open the last time
to get in to feed the prisoners.10 A 1950 photograph

plaques on the State Archives Building (in the

Milton not only helped
create, but also helped
preserve. “Messer is so
interested in pr‘é's‘érving
Austin’s past history, as
well as helping take care of
the future, that he has
been collecting things
pertaining to products that
are no longer manufactured.
One item is a coffee
roaster used by the John
Bremond Coffee Company;
another is a two cylinder
Tips Engine — both of
these are in operable
condition, as is his 1912
Model T Ford."12
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As of the 1970’, there would apparently
be no family successor to Milton to run
Modern Supply. His only son had chosen
the insurance business, and the three
daughters did not opt to succeed their dad
in the family business. “In 1981 when
Milton decided to retire from Modemn
Suipply, he organized a cofbration, giving
approximately 50% of the stock to his
employees and selling the remaining
stock to a new manageraent team. This
team was a partnership of a mechanical
engineer, who is the active partner at the
shop, and two certified public accountants.
It is a tribute to Milton's sense of charity
and good business that brought him to
this position today, and left him as a
consultant to Modemn Supply.”13 This
quote was part of the introduction of
Milton as he was honored with one of the
Bronze Medals for Industrial Arts by the
Awstin chapter of the American Institute
of Architects in 1981 (document 1).

The same presenter’s words aptly convey
Milton’s contribution to Austin.
"Milton's task to us architects has been
that of solving difficult problems, in
making repaits, ‘making it work,’ and
refitting, etc. Milton is a wizard when it
comes to fixing things up, especially when
there is a breakdown in the ficld and
upon taking over a task a after a customer
might think there is no solution. There
can be no testimonial better than that
given by Mike McWhorter, Shop
Foreman at Modern Supply: “There are
few buildings or areas that haven’t some
part of the work done by Modern Supply.’
Mr. Messer has worked for every building
project in town. You might say he is
almost an institution.”14 -
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L myMesser, M dan Document 1
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AUSTIN CHAPTER AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS .

November 20, 1981

Hr. Milton Messer
2601 McCallum Drive . -
Austin, Texas 78701

IDIUDD) AI0ISIE] HIISNY |

4

Dear Mr. Messer:

I'm most pleased to tell you that you are the recipient of one of this
year's Bronze Medals for Industrial arts from the Austin Chapter of
the Amerlcan iInstitute of Archltects, :

The medal will be conferred upon you at the Annual Gala being held on
Friday, December 4, from 7:00 until 1:00 p.m. at the Headllner's Club.
Eugene Wukasch will be In contact with you shortly as your host for
the evening. .

Sincerely, ,
D gdnt
7 /, J ZW ’Zé’l r'.-/

Chartier Newton , .
President

AIRAQI Y DHQNnd unsny

Charticr Newton, 'recident  Tuin Shefelman. Prosident Elest Allon McCree. TSA Director Jack A .Goodmun. Member at-Large
Itans Turlev. Sceretary David Hoffman, Treasurer Ann Brudno, Membher-st.Large  Becky Gamer, Executive Secretary

700 W, 14th Street, Austin, Texas 78701 512/477-31318
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Photo 10 - plagues on the State Avchives Building at the Capitol

I Oshman, N. "We Made our Living from Brute Strength.” Business Profile. Sept. 1977, pg-54
2 “Getting to Know Your Neighbors.” The Pemberton Journal. Spring 2004, pg. 1.
“Getting to Know Your Neighbors.” The Pemberton Journal. Spring 2004. pg-2.

4 “Getting to Know Your Neighbore.” The Pemberton Joumnal. Spring 2004. pg. 2.

5 “Steel in His Blood: Joy Messer has Never Lost his Love of the Smoky Forge."

6 “Steel in His Blood: Joy Messer has Never Lost his Love of the Smoky Forge.”

7 Wykash, E. “Introduction of Milton Messer.” AIA Awards Dinner. November 1981.

8 “Getting to Know Your Neighbors.” The Pemberton Joumal. Spring 2004. pg. 1.
9 “Sreel in His Blood: Joy Messer has Never Lost his Love of the Smoky Forge.” '
10 Oshman, N. “We Made our Living from Brute Strength.” Business Profile. Sepr. 1977, pg.55
11 Oshman, N. “We Made our Living from Brute Strength.” Business Profile. Sepr. 1977, pg.54
12 Oghman, N. “We Made our Living from Bruce Strength.” Business Profile. Sept. 1977, pg.54
13 Whukash, E. “Introduction of Milton Messer.” AlA Awards Dinner. Novermber 1981,
14 Wukash, E. “Introduction of Milton Messer.” AIA Awards Dinner. November 1981.
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(Article copied from the Pemberton neighborhood newsletter)

In the past two months, two
demolition permits have been pulled
for houses in Pemberton Heights,
both of which are “contributing”
houses in our National Register
District. In September, a permit was
requested for 2608 McCallum, the
long-time home of Bonnie & Milton
Messer, Znd generation owner of
“Modern Supply,” a blacksmith shop
turned iron fabrication business.
There was considerable concern
about the proposed demolition of this
66 year old Classical Revival home.
The demolition permit was cancelled
by the new owners. Plans at this
point for the house are not known.

In October, a demolition permit was
requested for 1413 Etheridge, built in
1940 by May & David Miller as the
first house on Etheridge.” Mr. Miller
was a professor of philosophy at UT
and a woodworker who made much
of the furniture for the house. His
woodshop still stands at the back of
the property. An adjacent property is
also for sale and neighbors are
concerned not only about losing

ON HEIGHTS

===

CANDACE VOLZ

1413, but the possibility of both
houses being torn down to construct
one massive house. This case went to
the City Landmark Commission, as
do all demolitionfremodeling permits
for “contributing” houses in our

National Register District. The

Landmark Commission voted to
reschedule the hearing, citing insuffi-
cient information about the house’s
history to make a determination.

Our neighborhood isn’t alone in
confronting the “Teardown Trend”. In
two downtown Dallas neighborhoods,
more than 1,000 eatly 20th C. homes
were bulldozed to make way for '
construction of luxury homes up to
10,000 sq. ft. each. The National
Trust for Historic Preservation has
documented more than 100
communities in 20 states with
significant numbers of teardowns.

Why is the trend proliferating? The
Trust notes several reasons. Where
builders once feared being the first in
a neighborhood to tear a house down,
they now don’t mind taking the risk.
The goal is a property in an established
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« neighborhoodwhere there is potential

to build far more square footage than
is contained in the existing house.
Real Estate agents talk about the
“Rule of Three:" if a builder can sell a
finished new home for about three
times what he paid for the property, a
teardown wittpay off. If.our neig=
borhood decides to become a Local
Historic District, this formula can-
become a tool to help prevent
teardowns. The size of newly
constructed houses can be limited to
less than three times the size of the
original house on the lot, thus making
teardowns less attractive economically.

Our inner city ni:ighborhood has |

always been highly prized for it’s
convenient location, tree-lined streets,
and historic architecture. Newcomers
find our neighborhood desirable for all
of these reasons AND it’s wonderful
sense of history and place - a quality
missing in many new subdivisions.
But newcomers also want large subur-
ban-style homes with all of today’s
amenities. When they see Pemberton
as “developable lots,” the over-sized
houses which result don’t fit well into
our historic neighborhood. The new
houses built out to the lot lines can
eliminate side and back yards, trees
and mature landscaping, block sunlight
to adjacent homes, and cause water
runoff problems.

The “mega house” trend does appear
to be easing. A recent Wall Street
Journal Online article reported that
builders are offering smaller designs as
American family demographics
change. The Joint Center for
Housing Studies at Harvard predicts
that “with many of the baby boomers
[40% of American households]
becoming empty-nesters and their
children starting to marry, the fastesr
growing household type will be martied
couples without minor children living
at home" (*State of the Nations

Housing”, 2001, e10). For these
empty-nesters, housing choices will be
determined less by school districts and
yard size and more by convenience,
manageable size, and proximity to
cultural and recreational amenities.
Many of their children, meanwhile,

- will be seeking stiiter homes in older

suburban neighborhoods. Teardowns
could have a negative effect on both
of these potential future markets.

One of the great attributes of most
older neighborhoods is that they are
built in a way that encourages people
of different ages, income levels &
cyltures to live together. Pemberton
was designed that way; each street had
different restrictions about the cost of
the homes to be constructed on it.
Streets closer to Windsor/24th St.
were to have larger houses, with
homes getting smaller as streets moved

‘north. Each street was to include a

rectory for a local church. These
development restrictions insured that
Pemberton was a neighborhood of
diversity.

As small houses are torn down, some-
times two at & time to build a massive

house, we lose the diversity that was

designed into our neighborhood. As
huge new houses proliferate, all of our '
taxes go up, thus driving out singles,
moderate income families, and fixed
income seniors. Pemberton could
become a homogenous, upperclass
enclave, as has happened to other
older innet-city neighborhoods.

Much of the information in this arti-
cle came from a 2002 National

Trust report, “Protecting America’s
Historic Neighborhoods: Taming

the Teardown Trend.” Copies are
available from the Trust’s Ft. Worth
field office at 817-332-4398. If there
is neighborhood interest, an article on
ways to stem teardowns will foltow in
the next newsletter.
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The house pictured below is at the southwest corner of.Gaston and Wooldridge,

hitectural

ilar arc

a few doors down from the Messer house. It has a very sim
style and has undergone a successful renovation and add

architectural integrity.

thout losing i

tion wi
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Computer image based upon proposed footprint of new
residence at 2608 McCallum illustrates potential change of
scale (at maximum height of 35 feet) and relationship to street.
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April 7,2005

e Cinye : ™
RE: Nelghborbood Plans for Central West Austin Nelghborhoods

Dear: Marlenc Romanczak, Noab Keanedy, Edward Tasch,
Thank you for your recent Jetizr conoemning the planning efforts for your neighborhoods.

At the present time, the estimated start dates to begin a planning process for Old Enfield,
Pemberion Heights and Bykerwoods Neighborhood areas is sometime in the spring of
2007, City staff can begin working with the various stakeholders in the area as early gs the fall
- of 2006 so establish an advisory committee that would belp staff with any process strategies for
the planning effort and outreach fo the neighborhood.

The factors that City staff uscs to determine the schedule for up-coming neighborhiood plans ere:

L. Current data that includes evelopment indicatorssuch as:
»  § of permits for new construction being submitied to the City;
# of site plans submitted to the Clty;
* ¥ of vacant scres in the planning area that may significantly impac the reighborhood;
* % of enterigt miles within 4 planning aren that may benefit from mixed-use zening;
® ¥ of roning cascs being filed tied o development or re-development sctivity, '
2. City Conndll priorities: This can include arcas where substantial public funds are being
invested for planning or construetion, partnership epportunitics to leverage other plansing
efforts being doae by other entitles, for example, Capita) Metro, TX DOT.
3. SiafTrespurces available to begin a planning effort.

Noighbohood Planning Zoning Department (NPZD) is curreatly eompleting the plans for the Riverside
srca aud the South Congress Comidor, whick ranks very high in term of development indicators, NPZD
will start working on the Seuth Laumar comdar, Windsor Park/University Hill planning arezs in FY 05-

06. Both areas have also ranked very high in terms of dzvelopment indicators. Staff’ will be starting the
Brst planning efort outside the urban core fn the Oak Hill area to compliment the planning work TX DOT
is doing % complete the improvements to SH 71, Rowever, most of the staff resources are still being

used to complete the wban core neighborioods. The target for die mext 18 menths is to cooplcte sod
present to the City Council § neighborhood plans by the fall of 2005 and begin 6 plans in 2006. Bythe .
«ad of 2006, 70% of the wrban core peighbodioods will have either been completed o will be in progress

if you would liﬁe to discuss the development pressures your neighborhoods are sxperiencing
campered to other areas of the City, 1 would be happy to share that information with you at your
request.

Sincerely,
Alice Glasca
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