Public Hearing AGENDA ITEM NO.: 80
CITY OF AUSTIN AGENDA DATE: Thu 05/27/2004
RECOMMENDATION FOR COUNCIL ACTION PAGE: 1 of 1

SUBJECT: Conduct a public hearing and consider action on an appeal by Mike McHone of the Planning
Commission's decision to deny a conditional use permit for transitional housing at 5117 North Lamar.

AMOUNT & SOURCE OF FUNDING: N/A

FISCAL NOTE: There is no unanticipated fiscal impact. A fiscal note is not required.

REQUESTING Watershed Protection and DIRECTOR’S
DEPARTMENT: Dcvelopment Review  AUTHORIZATION: Joe Pantalion

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Kathy Haught, 974-2724; Martha Vincent, 974-3371
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: N/A

BOARD AND COMMISSION ACTION: Not Recommended by the Planning Commission.
PURCHASING: N/A

MBE / WBE: N/A

The applicant is requesting a conditional use permit to use an existing building as a transitional housing
facility in a C8-CO-NP zoning district. Transitional housing is the use of a site for the supervision of
detention of more than 15 residents who are making the transition from institutional to community living.
This use includes pre-parole detention facilities and halfway houses for juvenile delinquents and adult
offenders, and overnight shelters for the homeless. The applicant proposes “use as a Texas Department
of Criminal Justice approved and funded facility to assist released female convicts in their re-entry into
society.” The proposed facility will provide a maximum of 52 beds.

Staff recommended the conditional use permit as complying with City regulations. The Planning
Commission heard the case on March 23, 2004, and denied the conditional use permit 7-0. Mike McHone
is appealing the Commission’s denial.

RCA Serial#: 5218 Date: 05/27/04 Original: Yes Published: Fri 04/30/2004
Disposition: Postponed~THU 05/27/2004 Adjusted version published:
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City of Austin Watershed Protection and Development Review Dept.
508 Barton Springs Road = P.00. Box 1088 e Austin, Texas 787678838

APPEAL OF THE PLANNING COMM|SSION DEGISION TO APPROVE A
CONDITIONAL USE SITE PLAN, SECTION 25-5-149

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: May 6, 2004

PROJECT NAME: Up-To-Me Transitional Housing

PROJECT LOCATION: 5117 N. Lamar Blvel., Austin, Taxas

PROJECT OWNER/AGENT: Mike McHone
APPELEANT: Cobalt Partners, Inc, (by Mike McHone)

EXISTING ZONING: CS-CO-NP
CASE NUMBER: SPC-03-0022A

REQUEST: To conduct public hearing to consider an appeal of the Planning Commission’s
decision to deny a2 Gonditional Use Permit for Transitional Housing.

The applicant is requesting a conditicnal use permit 1o develop a Transitional Housing facility in
an existing buitding within the CS-CO-NF zoning district.

Transitional Housing use is the use of a site far the supervision or detention of more than 15
residents who are making the transitions from institutional to community living. This use incluties
pre-parole detention facilitios and halfway houses for fuveniie definguenis and adult offenders,
and overnight shellars for the homefess [LOC 25-2-8 (45)].

The proposed facility will provide 52 beds. Applicant proposes “use as a Texas Department of
Criminal Justice approved and funded facility 1o assist released famale convicts in their re-entry
into saciety”.

BACKGROUND:
At the March 23, 2004 Planning Commission meeting residents and businass owners in the
immediate area cf the proposed facility spoke in cpposition.

Staff recommended the proposed plan because it met Code critaria for a conditional use permit.
However, staif stated concerns about site limitations imposed upon the facility in part because
the existing bukding is located across two zoning districis:

{1.) CS-CO-NP, which allows the proposed use, and (2.) LO-NP, which prohibits the proposed
uge.

The Planning Commission denisd the Conditional Use Permit 7-0 for reasons cited in the
attached minutes from the mesting held March 23, 2004.

CITY COUNCIL ACTION:

CITY STAFF: Kathy Haught, Case Manager 974-2724 {email: Kathy.haugh & ci.austin.x.us)



PLANNING COMMISSION SITE PLAN
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: SPCO3-002ZA

PLANNING COMMISSION DATE: March 23, 2004

ADDRESS: 5117 N, Lamar Blvd.
WATERSHED: Waller (Urban)
AREA: 40 Acres

PROJECT NAME:  Up-To-Me Transitional Housing

APPLICANT: E. Mitch Ely
Cobalt Partners
608 W. 24™ Sireet
Austin, Texas 78705

AGENT: Mike McHone
McHone Real Estate
P.O. Box 8142
Austin, TX 78713
{512) 4819111

EXISTING ZONING: Lots 1-7: CS5-0-NP, Commercial Services

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT:

The applicant is requesting a conditional use permit to develop a Transitional Housing faciliey in
an existing building within the CS.CO-NP zoning district. The existing building is 11.227 s. £,
and spans two zoning districts: CS-NO-NP and LO-NP. Although Transitional Housing is a
conditional use in CS-CO-NP, it is a prohibited use within that portion of the building located in
the LO-NP zoning district. Therefore, the applicant proposes 10 uge only 9,450 5. £ of the

11,227 s.f. building.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:

Transitional Housing is the use of a sile for the supervision or detention of more than 15 residents
who are making the trapsition from institutiopal o community living. This use includes pre-
parole detention facilities and halfway houses for juvenile delinquents and adult offenders, and
overnight sheliers for the homeless. Transitional Housing is a conditional use per the CS zoning
district. The proposed facility will provide 52 beds.  Applicant proposes “use as a Texas
Department of Criminal Justice approved and funded facility 1o assist relcased female convicts in
their re-entry into society”™.




Akhough the proposed plan meets Code criteria, staff has concerns that the site may not meet the
following requirements from the contract with the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (the
Department);

The fucility shall be subject to the placemeni, by the Depariment, of approved offenders
to Include sex offenders und 3g affenders. Contracror shall be reguired 10 either submit a
written certification thar the site is not within a child safety zone or provide written
disclosure that the site is within a child safery zone. Sce Attachment A (C.2.4 (C) -
Fuacility Requirements)

“Child Safery Zone™ means the designated 500 feet as the distance that sex offenders
miust maintain from premives where children commonly gather, including schools, day-
care feciities, plavgrouruls, public or privare youth centers, swimming pools or video
arcades. Any areq within 500 feer of these tvpes of premises Is considered g child safery
zone unless the Texas Department of Criminal Justive (TDCJ) or state statute modifies
the distance requirement. See Attachment B

An inside and outside recreational area for activities such as basketball, voileybail, erc.
shatl be provided. See Attachment C (C.3.4(K} - Facility Reguiremenis)

...Contractor shall in ail events remain mindful that degree of unescorted access to the
commupiity must be guided by communiry attitudes regarding this matter...
See Attachment D (C.3.13 — C. 7 - Offender Monitoring]

NELIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONS:

120 - Bremtwood Neiphborhood Association
283 - North Austin Neighborhood Alliance

511 - Austin Neighborhoods Council

687 — North Loop Neighborhood Planning Team
937 - Taking Action, Inc.

94] — Northfield Neighborhood Association

APPLICABLE WATERSHED ORDINANCE: Current/ Comprehensive Watershed Ordinance

CAPITOL. VIEW: N/A

T.IA: Not required

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION;
Staff recommends approval of this conditional use site plan, based on the fact that it appears to
meets Code criteria.  However, please see the information that follows, provided by Mr. Greg

Guernsey:

In order to address the CS5-CO-NP and LO-NP zoning district boundary that currently bisects the
existing building, the Neighbothood Planning and Zening Depariment (NPZD) requests an
additional condition of approval be recommended to the Planning Commission. This condition
would require the applicant to provide a solid wall within the existing building where the zoning
boundary bisects the building. NPZD does not object to fire exit doors being installed to allow



access out of the building and through the portion of the building zoned LO-NI* during an
emergency; however, the fire exit door must have a visnal and audio alarm system that is
activated whenever the door is open. In addition, this alarm systern must be installed prior to the
issuance of a certificale of occupancy, and the requirement to install and maintain the visual and
audio alarm system shall be noted on the face of the site plan and on the building certificate of
occupancy.

If yon have any questions, please conlact me at 974-2387,
Greg Guernsey, AICP, Manager
Zoning Case Management Division

Neighborhood Planning and Zoning Departinent

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:
March 23, 2004: Penied 7-0

CASE MANAGER: Kathy Haught Telephone: 974-2724
kathy. haught @ci.austin-tx.ns

FPROJECT INFORMATION:

EXIST. ZONING: CS-CO-NP PROPOSED USE: Transitional Housing
ALLOWED F.AR.: 2:1 HXISTING F.A.R.: 548:]

ALLOWED HEIGHT: o0’ FXISTING HEIGHT: 1%

MAX, BLDG. COVERAGE: 95% EXISTING BLDG. CVRG: 9,450 sf (54%)
MAX, (CS) IMPERY. CVRG.: 95% EXISTING IMP. CVRG.: 14,780 sf (86%)
REQUIRED PARKING: 14 Spaces PROVIDED: 14 Spaces

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 1otz 1-7, Block A, Murray Flace

SUMMARY COMMENTS ON SITE PLAN:

Land Use: The site is currently developed with a vacant 11,227 s.f. building. The applicant is
requesting a conditional use permit 1o develop a Transitional Housing facility in the existing
building.

The adjacent lots are zoned LO-NP, and are net currently developed. The transitional housing
use is prohibited in LO-NP, and therefors provides a buffer to the adjucent single family
residential development,

Environmental: This site is located in the Waller Watershed ang subject to wrban watershed
reguiations.

Transportation; Existing site access is from N, Lamar Blvd, This site is ¥ocated on the corner
of Zenpia St. and N. Lamar Blvd., There are no sidewalks on other side of Zennia St., and none
are propesed.



SURROUNDING CONDITIONS:

Zoning/ Land use:

North: Zeonia Dr., then C8-CO-NP {Car Stereo Shop. — Dioor Sales — Professional Offices)
West: N. Lamar Blvd, then MF-2 {multi-family residential}

East: LO-NP (portion of this building) and SE-3-NP (single family residential)

South: C5-CO-NP (Vacant building — Convenience Store)

Street R.O. Surfacing Classification
Lawar oy 60" Major Arserial
Zennia St. 50 k) Local

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REVIEW ANTY EVAI UATION CRITERIA

The following evaluation is imcluded i{o provide staff position on each point of the
conditional use permit criteria. Section 25-5-145 of the Land Pevelopment Code states: “The
Commission shalt determine whether the proposed development or use of a conditional use site
plan complies with the requirements of this section™.

{B) Conditional Vse Site Plan must:

1.

2.

.

Comply with the requirements of this title; Staff respense: All improvements are
existing,

Compiy with the objectives and purposes of the zoning district; Staff response: The
purpose of the CS zoning district is for development of commercial or industriel uses of o
service nature that has operating characteristics or traffic service requirements that are
incompatible with residenticl emvironments (LDC 25-2-103).

The preposed development complies with the objective of the C8 zoning districe which is
a designation for commercial and industrial uses,

Have building height, bulk, scale, sethack, open space, landscaping, drainage,
access, traffie eirculation, and use that is compatible with the vse of an abutting site;
The building height, bulk, scale, and setback are compatible with the abutting uses,

Provide adegnate and convenient off-sireet parking and loading facilities; The
parking requirement for this site is grandfathered to the Code which in effect at the time
of construction. The requirement at that time was one space for cach 4 employees ¢ 1
space) and | space for each 4 beds (1.3 spaces), for a total of 14 spaces. The number of
spaces provided is 14.

Reasonably protect persons and property from erosion, floed, fire, noises, glare, and
similar adverse effects; Staff response: All on-site development is existing.



(€} A Conditional Use Site Plan May Not:

1.

o

More adversely affect an adjoining site than wonld a permitted use; Staff response:
Although a LO-NP zoned fract is located between the snbject tract and the adjacent
SF-3-NP zoned property, the proposed transitional housing is not a penmitted use on the
LO-NF praperty.

Since it is a requirement of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice that “an inside and
outside recreational area for activities such as basketball volleyball, etc. shall be
provided”, this adjacenl property would be rendered unusable. “Recreational” use by
residents of the transitional housing would be prohibited even as an accessory use on the
adjacent LO-NP property.

Adversely affect the safety or convenience of vehicnlar or pedestrian circnlation,
including reasonably anticipated traffic and uses in the area; Staff response: The
sit¢ plan does nol appear to adversely affect the safety and convenience or
vehicular and pedestrian circulation. However, there are no sidewalks on either
side of Zennia St. which abuts this site.

Adversely affects an adjacent property or (raffic conirol through the Jocation,
lighting, or type of signs; Staff response: No signage or lighting is proposed that
would affect adjacent properties or traffic contral. Compatibility notes are on the plans
1o regulate lighting to shield adjacent property from adverse effects.
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receipt from (he inspecting agency. When differences between applicable standards exist,
e highet stan dard shal] be followed.

C. Contracter shall establish an emergency fire plan and written procedures for the safe
evgcustion of offersders and siaff.  Each new offender shall be briefed on evacuntion

procedores during orientation.

D. Written emergency fire exir plans shalf be posted in 211 major meeting rocms, dining
rooms and hallways. .

E.  Monthly fire drills requiring evacuation of the entire Facility shall take place with written
decymentation to includs the time, date, amount of time &b evacuate the building, and the
number of offenders eveouated. Any problem aress identified during the drill shall slew
be noted on the report.  This report shall be signed by Coniractor's employes{s)
canducting the dall,

E. Contesctor shale somplete an igjury report sz provided by the Depanment in e even
that apy injury to an offender/employee resuls in one full day’s loss of work or
programmatic activity snd/or that results in medicsl weatment. Fiest aid shall not be
deemed medical trestment,  Comtracter shall somplete an injury report provided by
Depanment and shali forward this report 1o Depanmene’s Conptraer Monitor within
forty-wight (43} hours foliowing said injury.

Ci4 Facility Reqairements

A, The Pacibity sitc shall comply with ell local, city and county ordinances, The Contraoior
shall be regquirsd to provide written documensation in regerd to community acceplance
#nd_public hesring for FaciBity site in.accordancs. with-Texss-Government Code §
509.0:10 and Local Government Code, Chapter 244. The Facility shall be Licensed by
TCADA o provide the appropriate level of reatmen prior to the commencement of
services. Each facility site shalf be heensed by TCADA.

B. The Facility siwe should be scoessible (o community teseurces.

Lol The Facility shall be subjest to the placement, by the Department, of approved offanders
10 inchude sex offendsrs wad 3g offenders. Contractor shall be tequired to cither submit a
writien certificapion that the site is nof within 2 child safety 2one or provids witten
disclosure that site s within a child salety 20ne (Extutnt 1.7}

0. The Fasility sive shall meet the needs of the progrem and comfortably accommmodste the -

sumber of offeaders it serves. The Facility shall be kept clzan and in good repair.

Page 24 of &7
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DEFINITIONS

“Additional Services™ means those Additional Services required to be fumished by the Contracter
pursuant to changes ih TDCT snd TBCJ Policies from those in effect as of the date of fhis Contraet,
which changes are not required by changes in Jaws, government regulations, or Court Ordérs geneszlly
apphiceble to the TDCI atd which changes cause an increase in cost of operating and msnaging te
Facility,

“Authorized Representaiive™ means the persor designated in writing to act for and on behalf of a party
of this Contract, which designation hiss beess ftrnighed to the other pamy hereto ax deseribed in Sextion
G2l

*'Base Salary” means the minimum salacy, fn the satary range, on be effective date of this Coniract or &g
in effest at the time of renewal o extension thereof.

“Bienmium” means any of the two (2) year periods beginning on Septemnber | and ending on August 31
of odd numbered years, which periods are used for budgetary purposes by the State of Texas.

“Child Safgx Zone'" menns the desigmated S04} foot as the distance that sex offenders must muaintsin
from premises where children cammorzly gather, inchading schools, day-care facilities, playgrounds,
public or private vouth cepters, swimming pools of video arcades. Asny sres within 500 feet of these
types of premises is cousidered a child safety 20ne unjess the Texas Department of Criminal Justice
(TDMCJ) or state stahrte modifies the distance requirement  In accordance with e Texas Code of
Criminal Procedure, Article 42.12, Section 131, the court may apply child safety zoue restrictions o
sdditiotis] offendus if the nature of the offense warrants the establishment of a child safety zone.

“Cognitive Interveplion” means a process whereby offenders are iaught to identify their habits of
thinking that lead 10 problems and to restructure the core betiefs invalved.

“Commuaity Outpatient Facility™ means a Facility whith provides outpatient counseling treatment
services for offenders on community supervision, parole or randatory supervision.

“Comrumity Residestiad Facility™ means 2 Facihity which houses offenders on commusity supervision,
paroie or mankslory sepervision pursuant fo Texas Government Code, Sections 493.000 and 508.119
and the Texas Code of Criminal Provedure, Article 42.12, Section 14,

“Compliance Standards™ means contract reguirements that have specific and clearly defined recounment
strategies to ensure that Department does not pay for services that are not received.

“Contract Mogitor” shail have the meaning set forth in Section 5.2.3.

“Contrast Terns”™ means the dutation of this Contract as specified in Section F.L

“Comntractor” means Up To Me, Inc.

Page 10 of BY
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E.

K.

C34

Provisions shall be made for sleeping space, lounge areas, reums for group and individaal
ceunseling of offerxders, and office space for use by Departient representatives while at
the Faeility.

The number of square feel per occupant shatl be in accordence with logal building
codes, but shall be at least 40 square feet per offender in sleeping 2reas. Closet spaces
shall pot be included in the 40 square foot Living area. Bathrooms, duilt-in clossts and
aall space are not included in the 4D square foot requirements.

Fach offender shall have access . an individual locked storage area or drawer for privase
articles. which kevs shall also be provided 1o botd: the offenider and the Facility Direclor.

There shall be at least one wilet (al! of which must have seats}, for every ten {10}
offenders. of the Facility. There shall be at least one wash basin for svery eight (8)
offenders of the Facility. There shall be at least one shower or bathtub for every fifteen
{13) offenders of the Faility. The stated ratios shall be determined, based on the total
Facility espacity, repardless of the nymber of actual regidents. Al of the bathoom
facilities shall be maintained and in operating condition,

" Hest, air conditioning, light and ventilation shalt be provided for in &l reoms including

hallkvays, bathroom, bedrooms, dining rooms and activity rooms.

Separate activity rooms shall e large enough 1o accommodate all offenders in the
Fadility for the purpose of meeiings and recreational aciivities, such as TV, radio, Yitrary,
iable games, game roo, eic.; weight room, if provided, shall be zeparate 1o aliow non-
interference of activities. Seating shall be available for all offenders whe wish to
participate i activities. Smaller rooms shall be allowed to acgommodate fewer people &5
Tong as all_offenders. have an equal opporunity o aytend--mestings or Tecreativnal
activities.

An inside and oulside recreational area for activities such as baskethall, volieyball, etc.
shsll be provided,
Extensian curds shall not be used as a substitule for fixed wining,

Corvractor shall provide architectural drawings, blueprints, ftoor plans end specifications
of the Facility to the Department.

Maintenance, Remodeling, Damages and Condemaatica

Contractor shall, at its own expense, maintain the physical structure of the Facility, and
all tangible persona! propearty contained therein in accordance with applicable standards,
including all maintesance related o structursl conditions or defects as well as ordinery
routine maintermince.  Comrecior, in doing so, shall maintain, preserve, and keep the
Facility in good cepair, working order and condition, subject te normal wear and 1ear, and

Page 25 of 87
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the offender betng away from the Facility provided, however, fuat Contactor shall &
in all evenis romain mindful thet degree of unescorted aocess to the community
st be gaded by commumily sttitudes regarding this matter; o

8 - Jpproved educafionsl Tlasss,

D, Contractor shall vesify in writing, on & weekly basis, each offender’s Jocation s indicated
on the sign-in/oul sheet. Verification maintsined in the offender’s record shall include, but
not be Hmited to, job search sctivity. employer and pass location.

E. Coniracior shall establish and utllize mendatory sign-in/sign-out procedures, which shall
include:

13 the offender's complete name and destination, including the name, address and
telephone mamber of the destination;

2. the fime the offencer lezves the Freility and retums to the Facility:

3. a weeldy verificativn cheek, as applivable; and

4. ananthorized mgnstoe by the Facdlity staff mecber,

Sign-infsign-out sheets skall be maintained in a central log.

F.  Contractor shall develop, implement and document a daily system for physically counting
all offendery assigned tw the Facility assaring striet eccountability for offenders who are
working, going ta schook, on approved pusses and participating in community service work
and that at Jeast one offerider count accors per shift.

¢34 Food Servige

A Comiractor shall provide wholesome and nutritious meals for all affenders.in comphiance
with TBET policies and procedures and applicable legistation and court orders.

B.  Contractor shall plan and post menus in advance, and have them reviewed and spproved
by a registered dietitiun or physician.

I8 All meals shall meet the Recormended Daily Allowance requirements as
outlined by the Texas Department of Health,

2. All meais shall e of mufficient portions t¢ meet the needs (ps defined by 8
registerec dietitian; of the offender.

C.  Contractor shull be responsible for preparing and providing diree {3} meals per day per
offender.

I Special diets shell be avaiisble to offenders as preseribed by appropriate medical or dentad

persannel sud meet recommended Dailly Allowance requirements, unless otherwise
gpecified by a physician and/or dentist

Page 32 of 87
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PLANNING COMMISSION Marca 23, 2004
12 Site Plan SPC-03-0022A - UP-TO-ME TRANSITIONAL HOUSING
Conditional Use .
Permits
Location: 31T N, Lamar Blvd., Waller Creek Watershed, North Loop NPA
Owner/ Applicant: COBALT PARTNERS, INC. (E. MITCH FLY)
Ageny: MCHONE REAL ESTATE (MICHAEL MCIHIONE}
Request: Approval of Conditional Use Permit
Staff Rec,: RECOMMENDED
Staff: Kathy Haught, 974-2724, kathy. haught@cj.austin,tx,us

‘Watershed Protection & Development Review
Kathy Haught, NPZ, presented the staff recommendation for the Conditional Use Permit.
PUBLIC HEARING
INFAVOR

Mike McHene representing the applicant stated that the facility was built in 1961 as a
convalescent nursing home which is still the cutrent cettificate of occupancy. This enables the
proposed transitional housing use to vtilize the site and comply with grandfathered parking
requirements. From a zoning perspective a portion of the site is zoned LO which does not permit
transitional housing, This portion of the site will be walled-o{f and will not be used for
transitional housing.

The proposed project meets all the code reguirements. The facility will be highly monitored and
regulated by the Texas Depariment of Criminal Justice.

The applicant recetved a letter from the North Loop Neighborhood Planning tearn in August 2003
supporting this type of facility in this lacation.

Patricia Jennings Executive Director of Up-To-Me.
Jerome Carter President of the Up-To-Me Board.
Derrick Evans

Lisa Bettor stafl of Up-To-Me.

N FAVOR (NOT SPEAKING)

Edward Downing
Rose McDonald
Barbara Williams

AGAINST

Lauren Greer resident of the adjacent neighborhood pointed out that the letter of support for the
transitional bousing project was from the North Loop Neighborhood Planning Team not the
Northfield Neighborhood Association which is neighborhood association for the area where the
ptoject is proposed. She stated that the North Loop NPT did not contact the Northtield

Facititator: Katie Larsen 974-6413
katielarsen@ci.austin.tx.us
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Neighborhood Association. She pointed out that this area already includes a 80 bed men’s
transitional housing facility located at 6222 N, Lamar, the Day Labor site at I-35 and 51 Street,
the State Hospital on Guadalupe just south of the area. If the proposed 32 bed facility at 5117 N.
Lamar is added she felt that the Northfield neighborhood will carry a disproportionate share of
these type of facilities.

Paul Hilfer
Brian Barry
Christina Baker
Jay Reddy
Mark Owens
Gerald Patrick
J.R, Monaghan
Jack Jones
Candace Elsass
Doris Furner Barden
Michael Randall
Alison Randall
David Hilfer
Jobn Young
Karen Rheadasil
Floyd Schkade
Steve Hampton
Steve Moere
Mike P’ Krent
Mary Patrick
Claudia Ballah

AGAINST (NOT SPEAKING)

Maryann Schkade
Bill Bayne

Dorothy Monaghan
Rose Marie Jones
Damon Arhos
Marianne Smith
Beth Rumancik
Charles Birden
Jonathar Goldsmith
Fred Hilfer

Frenny Hilfer

A number of neighborhood residents spoke about an illegal halfway house that oﬁeratcd at this
site in the last few vears and pointed out numerous problems with that facility.

Pagilicator: Katie Larsen 974-6413
katie. larsen @ci.austin.tx.us



and Alcohol Abuse. Residents do not have cars, parking is for staff or visitors only. Visitation is
weekends only and times are scheduled and staggered. She emphasized that the proposed use is
not 4 halfway house and is strictly supervised. Comparisons to the illegal halfway house that
nccupied this site are not valid.

Commissioner Armstrong requested information on the number of residents and the averape
number of staff.

Ms, Bettor replied 54 is the maximum number of residents and that a minimum of one staffl
monitor per twenty residents are required during waking hours, and approximately three to four
counselors would also be at the facility.

Commissioner Ortiz asked how many beds were permitted under the coniract with TDC],
whether the contract has been awarded and if the location is specified in the contract.

Ms. Jennings replied that 46 beds are specified in the contract, the contract has been awarded and
the location is not specified.

Commissioner Ortiz requested additional information on the proposed wall between the LO and
CS zoned property.

Mr. McHone stated that the wall will completely separate the two portions of the building but will
permit exiting for safety purposes. The wall will also cross the open space to the rear. The LO
zoned property will be eventually used for some type of office space. Up To Me may lease the
space for office use only.

Commissioner Armstrong stated that once a Conditional Use Permit is granted it runs with the
land. This could permit a similar organization to use the site if Up To Me ceased operation.

MOTION: CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING
VOTE: 7-0(DS-1", NS-2")

DISCUSSION

Comunissioner Sullivan asked Marty Terry if a site plan e¢xpires.

Facilitator: Katie Larsen 974-6413
katie. [arsen@cl.anstin.tx.us
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Marty Terry, Law Department, explained that the commission could put conditions on the site
plan, for example hmdting the length of time that the use may operate.

Commissioner Spelman asked Greg Guernsey to address the issue of splitting the building along
zoning district lines,

Greg Guernsey, Manager, Zoning Pivision, NFZ reviewed the zoning and land use history for the
property and described the grandfathered parking requirements. He stated that the LQ portion of
the site does not permit transitional housing as eithier a principal or accessory use. The LO portion
of the site wilt be walled-off from the fransitional housing except for smergency exiting.

Ms, Terry reviewed the types of conditions that may be imposed on a CUP under LDC Section
23-3-146 inchuding yard requirements, open space, landscaping, signags, limitation on hours,
measure 10 preserve the public health, safety and welfare,

Comunissiener Riley asked what the term of the contract between Up To Me and TDCJ.
Ms Jennings replied i is a three contract with an option 1o renew for another three vears.

Commissioner Sullivan made a motion 10 deny the Conditional Use Permit. Commissioner
Armstrong seconded the motlion.

Commissioner Sulhivan stated that the test to be applied is whether the conditional use more
adversely affects adjoining sites than a permitied use and he stated that the commission has heard
testimony that previous transitional housing type uses have caused significant problems in the
past. The current applicant was not part of that and may be able to coatrol those problems but
changes in the economy or the State rules governing the use could change while the site could
remain in vse for trangitional housing after this applicant kas moved on. In summary, he stated
that the proposed transitional housing use had the potential to have much more adverse impacts
on adjoining sites than a permiited use and emphasized that the Pianning Commission needed (o
spend time developing standards for the tocation of transitional housing.

Commissioner Speiman stated that the use was sorely needed bat the proposal to wall off a
portion of the site based on zoning districts caused her significant concern.

Commissioner Moore stated that the applicant had discussed the issue with the neighborhood
planning team and thut the facilily t north had no dermonstrated problems, He felt that
nzighborhoods need to idensify where these types of uses should go within each neighborhood.

Commissioner Sullivan concurred with the need to identify sites for these types of uses but also
pointed out that some neighborhoods already had a number of thesc types of uses including this

Commissioner Ortiz stated that the proposal to use only a portion of the site for transitional
housing while the LO portion could be utilized for office uses by the same applicant made her

Facilitator: Katie Larsen 9746413
Latie. larsen@ci.austin by us
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qQuestion the appropriateness of the site for this use and the potential negative trapacts on
neighbors.

MOTION: DENY THE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT BASED ON CRITERIA (C){(1} OF
LDC 25.5-145. VOTE: 7-0 (DS-I", MA-2™)
Commissioner Sullivan asked Ms. Terry to advise the applicant about appeal rights.

13. Resubdivision: C8-04-0017.0A.5H - RESUBDIVISION OF LOTS 7, 8, 34 & 35,
BLOCKH,LOTS 1 .24, BLOCK L, LOTS 1.29, BLOCK J AND
LOTS 7 -30, BLOCK K OF THE VIEWPOINT AT
WILLIAMSON CREEK, PHASE 1 (8. M.A.R.T. HOUSING)

Location: yA 700 VIEWPQINT DRIVE, WILLIAMSON CREEK Watershed,
"SOUTHEAST / COMBINED NPA

Owner/Applicant:  STASSNEY CROSSINGLP.  (TY CUNNINGHAM)

Agent: LONGARG-CLARKE ENGINEERS (ALEX CLARKE)

Reguest; APFROVAL OF RESUBDIVISION

Staff Rec.. RECCOMBMENDED

Staff: Javier V. Delgado, 974-7648, javier.delgado@ci.austin.Lx.us

Bill Andrews, 974-7649, bill.andrews @ci.austin.ix.us
Watershed Protection & Development Review

MOTION: APPROVE STAFF RECOMMENDATION BY CONSENT.
VOTE: 7-0 (MA-1%, N§-2"%)

14. Resnbdivision: C3-04-0029.0A - RESUBDIVISION OF A PORTION OF LOT 2,
BLOCK 2, BUDDINGTON SUBDIVISION

Location; 609 WEST 37TH STREET, Waller Creek Watershed, WEST
UNIVERSITY NPA

Owner/Applicant: ROBERT LEE

Agent: LOPEZ-PHELPS & ASSOCIATES (AMELIA LOPEZ-PHELPS)

Request: STAUTORY DISAPPROVAL

Staff Rec.: RECCOMMENDED FOR DISAPPROVAL

Staff: Javier V. Delgade, 974-7648, javier.delgado@ci.austin.tx.us

Bill Andrews, 974-7649, bill. andrews @ci.austin.kx.us
Watershed Protection & Development Review

MOTION: APPROVE STAFF RECOMMENDATION BY CONSENT.
VOTE: 7-0 (MA-I%, N§-2*)

Facilitator: Katie Larsen 974-6413
katie.larsen@ci.austin fX.us



5108 Duvai 5t
Austin, TX 78751
Septemnber 3, 2003

Transportation, Planning & Sustainability Department
Attn: Planning Commission Coordinator

P.Q. Box 1088

Austin TX, 78767

Dear Ms. Ortiz and Members of the Planning Commission:

At our August 27 North Loop Planning Team meeting, the eleven planning
team members in attendance unanimousty endorsed the proposal from Up To
Me, Inc. for a conditional use permit on the property at 5117 N. |.amar for the
purpose of a transitional housing treatment center for women.

Prior to the August 27 meeting, members of the planning team .and other

neighbors spent considerable time and energy considering the matter:

+ We visited the existing treatment center for men at 6222 N. Lamar, hosted
by Patricia Jennings, Administrator, and her staff.

« We discussed the matter with Ms. Jennings and other Up To Mie, Inc. guests
at two prior neighborhood meetings, one in May and one in July.

« We discussed the matter in numerous email messages, frequently by means
of our neighborhood listserv.

« We discussed the matter extensively with Kathieen Welder, cur COA
representative from the Neighborhood Planning and Zoning Dzpartment.

¢ We checked with the Austin Police Department about their experiences with
the existing treatment center.

+ We contacted the Brentwood Neighborhood Association abour, the 6222 N.
Lamar facility.

+ We consulted the North Loop Neighborhood Plan for guidance: on
appropriate uses.

After considerable debate, we agreed in Juty not to endorse the original Up To
Me proposat for a zoning change to an 5F-3 property at 5413 Guedalupe.
Instead, we welcomed Ms. Jennings’ efforts to locate the center at 5117 N.
Lamar on a property already zened CS on a commercial corridor. weli-suited for
a group living situation, and located across the street from a bus stop. In fact,
no one at the August 27" meeting spoke against the Up To Me conditional use
permit.



Up To Me, Inc: Conditionat Use Permit at 5117 N. Lamar

In canclusion, our endarsement of the Up To Me proposal comes after extensive
discussion and thought. The proposal s consistent with our stated
Neighborhood Vision: "Linked to the desire for u variety of octivities, services,
and destinations within walking distance, is the nefghborhood's commitment
to creating a lively mix of uses within the North Loop Neighborhood Planning
Area.” We hope, therefore, that you will take into account this
recommendation as you consider the Up To Me application.

Sincerely,

Bill Yoder

Chalr, North Loop Planning Team
512-302-3927
http:/ /www.cl.austin.tx.us/zoning/north_loop.htm

ce: Jay Reddy

{hair, Northfield Neighborhood Association
5507 Avenue G

Austin, TX 78751

¢¢: Kathleen Welder

City of Austin Neighborhood Planning and Zoning Department
505 Barton Springs Road

PO Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767



- TDCT - Statistical Report Fiscal Year 2002 - Glossary of Terms Fage 1

Texas Depariment of Criminal Justice

[EY. 2002 Savsiical Bepon Table of

FY 2002 Statisiical Report

Glossary of Terms

"3G" Qffense refers to the offenses listed In Article 42.12,
Section 3G of the Texas Code of Criminat Procedure. Offenders
convicted of a "3G" offense enceunter highly restrictive conditions
of discretionary release, including @& higher percentage of
catlendar time served before belng considered for release.
Examples of "3G" offenses are murder, capital murder, indecency
with a child {(with sexual contact), sexual assault of a child,
aggravated kidnapping, aggravated sexual assault, sggravated
robbery, use of a deadly weapon, and any offense with an
affirrnative weapon finding.

County of Conviction is the county that correlates with the
offense of record,

Discharge Releases are Institutional Division offenders who are
released from TDL] either by full expiration of their sentence or
by court order.

Institutional _Division Offenders are offenders who are
sentenced to imprisonment in the InstRutional Division of TDC)
after being convicted of a capital, first degree, second degree, or
third degree felony. This category includes transfer offenders,

elligence tient Sc I is the individual's score
pbtained from a group administered G test. For treztment
purposes, additiona! tests are used to identify mentally impaired
offenders.

Mandatory Supervision Raleases are offenders who are

released from TDC] to the supervision of the Parole Division.
Mandatory Supervision eligibility generaily requires that calendar
time served, plus good time conduct earned, equal the offender’s
total sentence. Offenders convicted of "3G" offenses committed
on or after September 1, 1987 are not eligible for this type of
release. Historically, this type of release was not dependent on
the approval of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, but recent
legislation has provided for Discretionary Mandatory Supervision
feleases for "non-3G" offenses committed after September 1,
19596,

Mandatory _Supervision _Viclators are prison offenders
returned to TDC) after their supervision has been revoked due to
conviction of a new offense ar technical viclation.

New Receives are Institutional Division offenders admitted to a

hitp:/fwww, tdej. state. Ix.us/publications/executi vefstat_repor_fy02/stat_report_fy02_gloss... 4/20/2004
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0% Barton Springs Road / P.O. Box 1088 / Austin, Texas 78767-8835

NOTICE OF PLANNING COMMISSION PUBILIC HEARING
FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

Mailing Date of this Notice: March 12, 2604 File Number: SPFC-03-0022A

The Watershed Protection and Development Review Department has received the following described
application for development. This notice has been mailed to you because City|Ordinance requires that all
property owners within 300 fest of a proposed development and affected neighborheod organizations be
notified that an appiication for development has been filed.
OWNER: Cobalt Partners, lnc. (Mitch Ely) PHONE: (512) 476-1976
AGENT. McHone Real Estate (Mike McHone) PHONE: {5121481-9111
PROJECT NAME: Up-To-Me, Inc. Transitional Bousing
PROJECT ADDRESS ANIVOR LEGAL DESCRIPTION: (See map} 5117 North Lamar Blvd,

PROIECT DESCRIPTION: The applicant is requesting a conditional use penlnit. for transitional housing
and associated improvements,

PLANNING COMIVIISSIOP;I HEARING DATE: March 23, 2004 TIME: 6:00 PM

LOCATION: 505 Barton Springs Road, One Texas Center 3™ Floor, 'i‘rarining Room #325, Austin

If you have any questions concemning this notice, please contact Kathy Haughi at the City of Austin
Watershed Protection and Development Review Department, (512) 974-2724. Office hours are 7:45 a.m,
to 4:45 p.m. Please be sure to refer to the Tile Nuomber at the top of the page \?.*hen vou call.

II!!.II!I"IIIIIGIIIDIII'IIIIIl'll!illl.l’lllll..l!II.I.I’I.I*I‘IFI!I.III! FEIAVERENS AN gEN

You may send your wrilten comments to the Planning Commission Assistant, §W&£ershed Protection and
Development Review Department, P. 0. Box 1088, Austin, TX 78767-8835. |

File # SPC-03-002ZA-KH Planning Commission Hearing Pate: March 23, 2004
Name (please print) Dme ON Pt Q-H{’S 0 Tamin favor
Address | W0V0 EGuA STREET ANUSTIY 7975;| % 1object




March 17, 2004

Planning Commission Assistant

Watershed Protection and Development Review Department
P.O. Box 1088

Austin, Texas 78767-8835

File No. SPC-03-0022A-KH
Planning Commission Hearing Date: March 23, 2604

Dear Planning Conunission Members:

Twrite to you today to express my opposition tc the request for a conditional use permit
for transitional housing and associated :mprovemcnts for Up-To-Me, Im

1 oppose the location of this tacility for severdl reasons. As someone whb lives within
300 feet of the proposed facility, I understand the impact that it could have on my
neighborhooed.

Not Jong ago, the site was used for a similar purpose — and during that tijneframe:

¢ | often had trouble tuming down the street because of the numbcr‘ of cars parked
along the sides.

¢ Manv cars in the parking lot and on the street were abandoned / jever moved.

*  Groups of residents often gathered to work on their cars or sncmmze blocking
traffic and endangering themselves.

¢ The building and the grounds / landscaping were not adequately maintained.

» Often, garbage littered the ground and progressed down the streef (sometimes into
my vard).

As well, T drive past the current Up-To-Me location on my way to and from work every
day, and have noticed simitar issues with their facility for men.

T appreciate your willingness to consider my opinions about thlS issue. And again, I
encourage you 10 deny Up-To-Me, Inc.’s application.

Sincerely,

Damon W. Arhos
610 Zennia Street
Austin, Texas 78751
(312 4546457



You may send your writien comments to the Planning Commission Assistant, Watershed Protection and
Development Review Department, P. O, Box 1088, Austin, TX 78767-8835.

_File# SPC-03-0022A-KH Planning Commission Hearing Date: March 23, 2004

Name (please print} JMLBJMQZQM@LM&.&&AL [} I am in favor
Address &[5 ZENMNIB DT, Ausrint 7875/ _ﬁ\l object
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City of Austin Watershed Protection and Development Review .
505 Bartor: Springs Road / P.O. Box 1088 / Anstin, Texas 78767-8835

NOTICE OF PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING
FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

Mailing Date of this Notice: March 12,2004 File Nusmber: SPC-03-0022A

‘The Watershed Protection and Development Review Department has received the following described
application for development. This notice has been mailed 1o you because City Ordinance requires that atl
property owners within 300 feet of a proposed development and affecied neighborhood organizations be
notified that an application for development has been filed.

OWNER: Cobalt Partners, Inc. (Mitch Ely) PHONE: (512)476-1976
AGENT: McHone Real Estate (Mike McHone) PHONE: (312)48]1-9111
PROJECT NAME: Up-To-Me, Inc. Transitional Housing

PROJECT ADDRESS AND/OR LEGAL DESCRIPTION: (See map) 5117 North Lamar Blvd.

PROJECT DESCRIPYION: The applicant is requesting a conditional use permit for transitional housing
and associated improvements.

PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING DATE: March 23, 2004 TIME: 6:00 PM
LOCATION: 505 Barton Springs Road, One Texas Center 3™ Floor, Training Room #325, Austin
If you have any questions concerning this notice, plesse contact Kathy Haught at the City of Austin

Watershed Protection and Development Review Department, (512) 974-2724. Office hours are 7:435 a.m.
0 4:45 p.m. Please be sure 10 refer to the File Mumber at the top of the page when vou call.

You may send your written comments 10 the Planning Commission Assistant, Watershed Protection and
Development Review Department, P. O. Box 1088, Austin, TX 78767-8835.

File # SPC-03-0022A-KH Planning Commission Hearing Date: March 23, 2004
Name {please print) \(D Lii'”lg - :}{Jk Mu\’{) h:}j’ Tl Iamin favor
Address_b1 D Zeniun |, Pusting X TGS \ ;Kki obiect

[ hah it -Laley



Texas Department of Criminal Justice

Gary L. Jechnson
Exacutive Director

October 29, 2003

Patricia Jennings

Up To Me, Inc.
6222 N. Lamar
Austin, Texas 78752

Re:; Residential and Outpatient Substance Abuse Treatment Services, Contract No. 696-
PS-4-6-C0070

Drear Ms. Jennings:

It has been brought to my attention that Up To Me, Inc. does not have a sign posted out
front of the proposed location for the new women’s facility, advising the neighbors of
said intentions.

In Local Government Code, Chapler §244.002, Notice of Proposed Location, 2d lists the
requirements for posting an outside notice at the proposed location. These requirements
were sent to you in a letter dated October 6, 2003, from Ms. Sheila Gaskins. Failure to
abide by the statutory requirements will subject the female site to not be considered.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at (9363 437-7116, by facsimile number
(936) 437-7089 or b}’ email at cheryl cowart@tdej state tx us.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Cowart, CTFM
Contract Adwinistrator

Xe: Marsha McLane, Private Focilities Division
Riley Tilley, Programs and Services Division
Contract file

P.O.Box 92
Hunisville, Texas 77342-0099
www.ldcj.state.1x.us



|} City of Austin Watershed Protection ard Development Review Department
505 Barton Springs Road /P.0O. Box 1088 / Austin, Texas 78767-8835

SITE PLAN APPEAL |

If you are an applicant and/or property owner or interested party, and you wish to appeal a decision on a site plan
application, the following form must be completed and filed with the Director of Watershed Protection and
Development Review Department, City of Austin, at the address shown above. The deadline to file an appeal s 14
days after the decision of the Planning Comumission, or 20 days afier an administrative decision by the Director. If

vou need assistance, please contact the assigned City contact at (512) 974.2680.
caseno. . SPC —03~-00274 DATTE APPEAL FILED 3/.24/ t?f/_
PROJECT NAME _LjP-70-/ME Tuy, YOUR NAME _/¥ficjus

TR s s oKt fhowesatiy SIGNATURE __ [ondiue o
PROJECT ADDRESS __S// 7 N 2AMAE YOUR ADDRESS /.0, Bc;k 8/?‘&
7 ' Hubfw’.'f& 283 -8/
APPLICANT’S NAME L7 RTINS L

Ak:’l o M% LT L ﬁ&vﬁ YOUR PHONE NO. (32 y 49/~ %/// WORK

CITY CONT (52 ) 33¢-BYD HOME

Khrky A7 .
INTERESTED PARTY STATUS: Indicate how you gualify as an interested party who may file an appeal by the

ipllowing crieria: {Check one)
0 Jam the record property owner of the subject property
¥ tam the applicant or agent represcating the applicant
a I communicated my interest by speaking at the Planning Commission public hearing on (date) .
O I communicated my interest in writing to the Ditector or Planning Commission prior to the decision {(attach

copy of dated correspondence),
In addition to the above oriteris, 1 qualify as an interested party by one of the following criteria; {Check one)

0 {occupy as my primary residence a dwelling located within 500 feet of the subject site.

@ 1 am the record owner of property within 500 fee1 of the subject site.
a [ am an officer of a neighborhood or environmenial otganization whose declared boundaries are within 500

feet of the subject site.

DECISION TO BE APPEALED®: {(Check on2)

O  Administrative Disapproval/imerpretation of a Site Plan Date of Decision:
@ Replacement gite plan Date of Decision: .
X Planning Commission Approval/Disapproval of & Site Plan Date of Decision: .é[a},, (oY
8 Waiver or Exiension Date of Decision:
1 Planned Unit Development (FUD) Revision Date of Decision:
u Other Date of Decision:

*Administrative Approval/Disapproval of a Site Plan may only be appealed by the Applicant.

STATEMENT: Pilease provide a statement specifying the reason(s) you belisve the decision under appeal does

not comply with applicable requirements of the Land Development Code:
See A7rackeD

{Attach additional page if necessary.)

Apvoficable Code Section:



Statement Specitying Reasons for Appeal of Decision for SPC-03-0022.A

The staff recommendation to grant the Conditional Use Permit should have been supported by an
affirmative vote of the Planning Commission,

In spite of the staff recommendation, staff failed to include in the” back up” materials or in the
staff presentation to the Planning Commission support materials and information which are
critical to this case. The first and perhaps the most important is a letter from the North Loop
Planning Team endorsing the site at 5117 N. Lamar for use as trensitional housing. This letter of
support was used by the current ovwner as evidence of support which he used to justify the
purchase of the property and the lease with option to purchase for the operator Up~To-Me Inc,
The Planning Team’s letter speaks very clearly as to the reasons for its support. (Letier attached)

Additionaliy, staff failed to include the sign up sheet and information about the public hearing
held by the Texas Department of Criminat Justice held in the neighborhood on November 19,
2¢03. This required meeting was held to inform the local residents of the proposed facility.
Many of the people who spoke at the planning commission had also signed up and spoke at the
November hearing. However at the planning commission meeting, the impression was made that
they were just now hearing about the proposed change. Tn fact Up-To-Me Inc. bas been in
continuous communications with the adjacent neighbors answering their questions in an atternpi
to explain the facility. The implication to the planning commission that this was a “surprise”

was not accurate. (Sign in sheet attached)

Also city staff took upon itself the role of Texas Department of Criminal Justice Contract
Compliance Officer and stated to the Planning Commission that this facility would not meet the
requirements of provisions of the contract between Up-To Me Inc. and the TDCJ,

The Planning Commission erred in their motion to deny because their motion to deny did not fit
their stated findings that this facility would more adversely affect an adjoining site than would a
permitted ase. All the testimony including every one of the opponents stated that they had never
experienced any problems with the men’s facility operated by Up-To-Me Inc. located .8 miles to
the north in the Crestview Neighborhood, That facility has been thers for 12 years. Across the
rear fence is a single family home, The facility at 5117 N. Lamar would house women and be

operated in the same manner,

Planning Commission’s statements to locate Transitional Housing away from all residenfiai
populations is impractical and in conflict with the goals of integrating these clients back mto
society. (See attached article)
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leased priscners poming to -

Travis County in 2001 whose -
addresses could be fracked -
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PRISONERS:

Continued frgm A)

ended @ i losa affluent wreas;
at lapat 493 of them are listed as
betng iv 8 southeast-ares ZIP
coide thal 13 home to & halfway
housee. Most i the resflocat=dto
AT codes T South, fas! and
Wopth Awstin - inclrding tere
wherecther halferay bonaes end
transitiosal-reatment  apart

“1oenls ars locatad.

The atundy rdso shows tlied:

W Forty-two porcsat of the
ag-prisoners coming 1o Travis
Coty were unsapervised ap-
on release.

w Fovfy-sixpercent of themen
and women cuming io Travis
Loty har been impe toned for
property sffetnses, @ parcent for
Arrgpifenses and 15 pereent for
violent

" mBlack peep]e aenounied for
2% percent of the prisuners
comting tn Travis Coumty, while
Hacka accnunted Yor culy 8
perosnt of the conaty's sl
derirs, Hispaniop accourrisd for

Travis looking for ways to improve integration of freed felons

33 pereent ol teloased prisorcrs
and 28 percent of reskients
whibes accounted for 38 pereent:
of redeased yrisoners wed 56
percen! of residents.

Aceteding to the Urbae 1nsti-
tute, 46 pervent of all Texas
convicts relessed from prison fn
2001 were dlack, 42 perconl Weore
white and 24 - percent were
Hirpanic,

O 11w 55185 man and women
rvleaged from Teras prisone in
2001, 66 parcent wepd t Austin
mlﬁtotmmt!ea!hst Includa four

Worlt and $m Antenio. Most
wind o Howston. which ot
4, 1% oy 28 percent, Tollowes by
Digllas, which pecalved 7,971 or
14 percent.

Texas was incuded in the
study becaniss it pecounied For
one m nine stal prisuners re-
Jeased in the United States der-
ing 20091, Urao Distliute off-
‘ofak sald

“More priconees natlonwsdd

are rchuning bome boving
spentlonger teyms behind vans,
exacerbeting the H].E‘!R.d.y Sig
Biftcant chall

work readiness  progroon, 48
percen; wére fn basic sducation
Programe, 8 pereant wers ib yo-

tlomal or collegelevel pro-

emplavment, mam!:na health
and substance-sluse problems
and reconneciing whih thelr
famlly,” gesd ¥rban Institae
seniar Tellow Jaremy Trzvls, 2
co-wuthar of the study, "I Tex-
a3, the chalienge s greater,
sinee prisonars there spend 37

. percant more time behind bars

han thedr pouriternpts Hround
the covmiry,”

In most Texascities, testudy
Sourd few prograns deslmad o
help ex-prizopers with housing,
conupaling  employment sl
other {sAues. )

Such progrems in Texia have
historfeally been wnierfodel
o anfimded: altogedher, abd
Frugrams fnsida prisons ta pre-
e convicts for release do not
incinde everyone. According fo
e rewa‘t, only. 25 parent of

1o e mwn pystem's primars

Erane, and only § percent par-
ticipmbed i formal sishstance-
ubise programs befors they
were released.

Forlocal am ml.u uffietials,
exeeaviels shiering coanens
iles signal B prowlty issue —as

Tarwenakers avik prigon offfcials

Tock for wap: ko aqueess addi-
Honal budget savings and ay
prosactors and poiles Jook for
‘waya to atop the ccle of crime.

Last week two state Capitol
hearings focused on whether
Tegar coull beef up ity parcle
arvi prohation programs i bat
ter reintegraie ex-offenders in
comuanitizs as T way 1o be
wratter Bbout crime.

“H's alk about money.” saidk
TravisCounty BIsTlet Altorney
Pornie Earle, w Johgtims prow
ponent of rehabilitation and
aitsrrative o prison programa.
=We may bo at the point of

realizingthet wecen afford the
Tugeprison systam we've bufl,
in Hs cwrrent form.*

Led by Barle, 3 grotp of
Auastinacva electzd officlals,
business and civie leaders plan
toestablish in thecoming weals
a 4%-member Reenn'y Round-
trdle Flanmving Seancil i stady
wid Ioplemest progmme
help retomimg felons heonma
iaw-abjding, texpaying citizens.
again. Barle and otlers say it s
thé firs! such nitative of its

' $ype in Tegas.

“More than, 97 perceat of the
e0pla who ATE In prison Wil
one ﬂay TRt lo the commy-
nity," Earls sald. “Right oow,
1hey come‘hmkmymsalut of
baggage from prison. Thy
et huppy, and they get ¢
méare unhappy aftsr they en.
oombter alk theobatacles to them
getiing back on iheir fent Yoy
ik that's golug tahegoed for
the rest a{ﬂmgﬂjfulks in ﬁw
colLmanity?

Fexala Watsan, Jaad RutHor of

the shl:i}‘, sald B Derseflte of a
soluilion are rmany,

“& well-dselgned reeniry
sysleas can make nelghbor
hoods sefer, glow e revolving
docr Teading batk to prison,
controd  corrections apending
i Bolp peisoners retarm do 2
plece In the commnmity,” Wat-
sop sald. "In ibe snd, everyone
wing: rebarming privogers, thelr
famnilics wnd their nedghbors

Gary Jolinson, sxecllye di-
rector af the Texas Depariment

" of Criminak Justice, which sp

erates the prisoh ahd parele
systems and helps fund loesl
probation agenrier, sald he
bogesﬂlesmdypmmnm}yst
for i mmza.rmg AWAIENeSH ﬁﬂw

s,
"Wemmmmzlwpenm W

“Msax and spproachos that will

bring about posl tive changed tn
e criminal Justice syetem,”
Jodsnaon sadd. .

mwarg@sixiesman.comg 4481713 ’
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5108 Duval St

Austin, TX 78751
September 3, 2003

Transportation, Planning & Sustainability Department
Attn: Planning Commission Coordinator

P.Q. Box 1088

Austin TX, 78767

Dear Ms, Ortiz and Members of the Planning Commission:

At our August 27 North Loop Planning Team meeting, the eleven ptanning
team members in attendance unanimousty endorsed the proposal from Up To
Me, Inc. for a conditional use permit on the property at 5117 N. Lamar for the
purpose of a transitional housing treatment center for women.

Priar to the August 27" meeting, members of the planning team and other
neighbors spent considerable time and energy considering the matter:

We visited the existing treatment center for men at 6222 N. Lamar, hosted
by Patricia Jennings, Administrator, and her staff.

We discussed the matter with Ms. Jennings and other Up To Me, Inc. guests
at two prior neighborhood meetings, one in May and one in July.

We discussed the matter in numerous email messages, frequently by means
of our neighborhood listserv.

We discussed the matter extensively with Katileen Welder, our COA
representative from the Neighborhood Planning and Zoning Department,
We checked with the Austin Police Department about their experiences with

the existing treatment center.
We contacred the Brentwood Neighborhood Association about the 6272 N.

Lamar facility. ,
»  We consulted the North Loop Neighborhood Plan for guidance on

appropriate uses.

After considerable debate, we agreed in July not to endorse the original Up To
Me proposat far a roning change to an 5F-3 property at 5413 Guadalupe.
instead, we welcomed Ms. Jennings’ efforts to locate the center at 5117 N.
Lamar on a property already zoned C5 on a commergial corridor, well-suited for
a group living situation, and located across the street from a bus stop. In fact,
no one at the August 27" meeting spoke against the Up To Me conditional use

permit,
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Up To Me, Inc: Conditional Use Permit at 5117 N. Lamar

In conclusion, our endorsement of the Up To Me proposal comes after extensive
discussion and thought. The proposal is consistent with our stated
Neighborhoed Vision: "Linked to the desire for a variety of activities, services,
and destinations within walking distance, is the neighborhood's commitment
to creating a lively mix of uses within the North Loop Neighborhood Planning
Area.” We hope, therefore, that you will take into account this

recommendation as you consider the Up To Me application.

Sincerely,

BY i
Bitl Yoder %

Chair, North Loop Planning Team

512-302-3927
http:/ /www,ci.austin. tx,us/zoning/ north_leop.htm

cc: Jay Reddy

Chair, Northfield Neighborhood Association
5507 Avenue G

Austin, TX 78751

cc: Kathleen Welder

City of Austin Neighborhood Planning and Zoning Department
505 Barton Springs Road

PO Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767
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UP-TO-ME, INC.
Public Hesring Agends
November 19, 2003

UP-TO-ME, INC.

6222 N. Lamar Blvd.

Aunstin, Texas 78752
7:00pm—9:00pm

Community Prayer

Introduction

Presentation of UP-TO-ME, INC.

Questions and Answers

Registered Speakers

» Note persons who have registered to speak wiil be called in the
order in which they signed in on the attendance log.

UP-TO-ME, INC. is committed to providing substance abuse trestment
services to undeserved individuals and families that are in the criminal

justice gystem.
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UP-TO-ME, INC.
Public Hearing Certification

All guidelines were followed and a fair public hearing was held on
November 19, 2003 at 7:00pm-9:00pm at 6222 N. Lamar Austin,
Texas 78752. The purpose of the hearing was to elicit community
discussion of the intent to provide Substance Abuse Treatment for
women. The following was the subject of the public hearing:

Residential Treatment Facility for Women
5117 N. Lamar Bivd
Austin, Texas 78751
Travis County
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