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Regular meeting of the City Couneil ;Austin,Texas Sept 9th 1509.

Hon A P Wooldridge ,Mayor presiding : Roll galled:

Present Mayor Wocldridge,Councilmen Bartlolomew, Hart & Powell 4

Absent oxcused Councilman Gracy 1

The minutes of the last regular and recesse d meotings were read and approved.

On motion the regular order of bdbusiness was suspended,and the Couneil tcok up the
matter of the investigation of the aets of Assistant Superintendant Brooks of the

Water & Light Dept.
The following communications were read:
Austin,Texas,August 20th 1509.
Hon A P Woolaridge Msyor
Messrs E C Bartholomew,P W Powell,Jas P Hartand D B Gragy ,Couneilmen .

Gentlemen : .
It 1s rumored on the strests that I sold & pump to the Lliano Water

Works in whioh :.?%nm:.a:y interested,snd that I gave to the asne concern water
pipe whioh was formerly used to convey water to the State Encampment grounds near
this City.Theses rumers are without tmuth and I request aniamediate sesrshing pudlioe

investigation concerning them and any other rumors affecting rmy chareatur
Rezpeetfully
R C Brooks

The following commmieation from M» L A Hill was read :
Austin,Texas,Sept 3rd 1909.
To the Hon Mayor and City Council of the City of -Aistin:
Gentlemen :
As various offiocials of the late City government have been couwrting
investigation,and osalling upon eitizens to mppoint & committee to investigate their

officlal actsa,I would suggest that it would be well for some investigation to de
made along oertain lines which I heve net seen suggested.

( 7
14 ILMoaA-Cla A noted Prenchman onoe said "I would not care who writes the laws of Ey Countryif
o MV AL 2e Ywdat

- I ocould only write her songs®.From repomts whiech rnve been in circulstion during

\ - .

, 1 r il

3""“/‘5(‘-*' SR the City eampaim,and even now it appesars that there are oome patriotic Citizens
/

of this City who do net care toc govern the City or t¢ make its lawsif they can

only buy the Junk of the Water and Light Department.

It has deermn common talk on the streots and elswhere that large quantities of
water pipe ,pumps and all kindas of material have deen s0ld by the water ard Light
department as Jjunk or worthless materisl and out of this sc-oalled " Junk "water

snd 1ight plants have deen equipped in otrer towns or Citles,and suoch plants are now

being operated with the so-ocalled " Junk Ycast aside by the Water and Light depart-
} -xent of the City .

It is also well imown that there has been changes in tower lights and
changes in the system whiesh arditrarily destroyed the usefulness of vast amounts of

|

r propety of the Citizens,such as electrisc fans.,etc.If said investigation should

| prove that sughrumors are true,and that valuable material has been sold under false
) pretenses ,that suit for recevery of such material or its value should be insti tu-

~ted .Sueh inveatigation if made sheuld alss determine trha facts as to whether or
not any proseat er past 0fficials ,a part of whese duties were to detéeraine what is

® Junk " st said time or are now interecsted in any water or light plant whigh became

tLe purcrhssers of the so-called "Junk ".
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If such rumor be untrue,no ones can dbe hurt and 1f true,the Couneil

should determine what sourse to persue after determining the fracts .
Respect fully submitted , '

L A Hill.

The Mayor stated that in response to the forepgoing communications

he had asked a number of Gentlemen to appear before the Couneil

and give evidenace.

The following named gentlemen then sworm- and examined ,in the order
naned as to the charges against Supt Brooks,as set forth in his
communication,vViz :

R C Brooks,C J Armstrong,R E White,D H Caswell ,Gec Plegel Sr,A J
Zilxer,E J Byrne,J K Wolf,W D Shelley,Pred A Scott,C J Wilhelm,
Walter Jomson,H A Wroe,Ben Morrell,Pat Cain,dDr A C Scott Jno Sheehss

N A Brunsen,C E Peterson and Milton Hill.
The Mayor stated that ths Counsil would take the matter under consid

-gration and would announce their conclusion later.
The Council then resumed the regular erder of dusiness.

The Mayor laid before the Couneil a petition from Jno D Miller
asking that certain pound fees paid by him de refunded.

On motion the Councll declined to grant the petition by the follow-
~ing vote:

Yoas Mayor Wooldridge ,Councilmen Bartholomew ,Hart & Powell 4
Neys nons.

Councilman Powell moved to reconsider the Vote by which the Council

passed & regsolution proposing uk’ furnish Water ,Light and Power
to the State of Texasatl a coertain prise namoed in a proposed contract,

which motien prevailed by the following vote:
Yeas Mayor Wooldridge ,Councilmen Barthovlomew,Hart & Powell

Nays nens.
The rescolution was read the second time and passed by the

following vote :
Yeas Mayor Wooldridge ,Councilmen Barthwlomew,Hart & Powell 4
Nays ne o.

Reports of City Officers :
The iMayor 1laid before the Council the following reports of City
Offieers for the menth eof August 190G ,which were read and referred

to thelr appropriate committees ,viz :

Matron of the Hospitel ,City Marshal,Plumbimg Inspector,City Clerk.
The Mayor also laid before the Council a report ©f Councllman

Barthelomew,Supt of Parks and Publie Property a report showing

Inventory of VWater and Light plant,Real estate,lines, Machinery,etc
Jany 1lst 1509,also statement of Receipts and Disbursements,Earnings,

Expenses for operating and maintaining eaeh branch of the Dept ,etc,

for the months ef Jany,Fedy and Mareh 1509, ,whish was read and order-
~od filed .

Unfinishsd business:

The Mayer Iaid befere the Couneil an ordinance appropristing the
sum of $ 1,000.00 for the purpose ef paying weekly psy rolles St Dept.
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dy{“l"'”\ AL ‘“'W\ +The ordinance was resd the third time ans passed hy ths following Vote:

Y eas Mayor Wooldridge ,Councilmen Bartholomew,Hart & Powell 4

Nays none. _

The Mayor laid defore the Council an oxinance appropristing the sum of $ 500.0
£or the purpose of improving the City Cemetery.The ordinance was read the

third time and passed by the following vote !

Yoas Mayor Wooldridge,Councilmen Bartholomew, Hart & Powell 4
Nays none.

The Mayor laid before the Council an ordinance appropriating the Sum of § 150.00
ﬁ{’ﬁ’a\l&.’%fu.}u M for the purpose of paying claim of D W N Watt for damages.
R mhe ordinance was read the third time and passed by the following vote :
Yeoas Mayor Wooldridge,Councilase n Bartholomew Hart & Powell 4
Nays nene.

New business :
‘ By Counsilmsn Powell an oxdinanoce appropriating the sum of § S50.00 for the
@'V“‘ }3&-3 kS i) purpose of paying for street work on Sen Antonio street hetween 19th & 20tk sts
mﬁ-vﬁ’m The ordinance was read the firat time and the ule suspended and the ordinance

placed on its second reading by the following vete :

Yeas Mayor Wooldridge,Councilmen Bartholomew,Hart & Powsll 4
Nays none.

The ¢ ordinance was read the second time and laid over until the next meetig

“?FJM"Q'“\’ By Councilman Barthelomew an ordinsnce appropriating the sum ef $ 6,705.35 for
ol ‘&W? “’“‘{ ths purpose of paying balance due on Nordberg Pump.The erdinance was read the
the firet time and the xule suspended and the ordinance placed on its second

. reading by the following vote : 4 ol “"::,

Yoas Mayor Wooldridge,Councilmen Haxrt & Powell 4
» N none. — . , 7 , ",
%rﬁzmmu wov read Tl MM«:" Ut Kol oed Uil maih Lice z
Councilman Bartholomew offered the folloring reselutlon:
D - On the 20th day of Au:gust ,1909,R C Brooks,Supt of the Water and Light Dept of
this City ,addressed the following communication to the City Council:

. ® Hon A P Wooldridge ,Mayor,
Adwr s o " Messrs E ¢ Bartholomew,P W Powell,Jas P Hert and D B Greey,Councilmen.
Gentlemen @
® It 18 rumored on the streets that I sold & pump to the Llano water

woPks in whien I am financially interested,and that I gave 4o the same concemmn
water pipe whioh was formerly used to oonvey water to the State Encampment grounda

nesad this City.These prumors are without truth and I request an immediate asarching Nk
public investigation coneerning thom and amy other rumors affecting my character. |}

Respectfully,
R C Broeks "
On the 3rd ef Sept ,1509.,r L A Hill,sn Attorney-at-law of this City,likewise

addresaed a communigation to the City Couneil ,suggesting an investigation upen

the same matirers as wsre ocov.ereéd by the letter of Mp Brooks,and in addition

theretoe ,anked an inquiry inte the charge that by an ardbitrary change in the
eloctrical current supplied to consumers,the use and value of a large amount eof

publis and private property was destroyd.
I n persuance of the memorials herein adbove referred to , & public investigation

was made on Sept Stk 1509,and seventeen witnesses ware exsmined under oath.
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Amongst these witnesses were two Ex-Mayors of the City of Aistin,and
Ex-President of the Water and Light Commission.From the testimony

given,it was coclusively shownthat Superintendent Brooks,had ne
Jnowledge of the details ef the sale to Mr E J Bymeof the Gould Pump,

duried in the debdris at the dam,which sale was moreover shown shown dy th
the witnesses who testified wpon that peint,te De in their Judgement

an advantageous one to this City.It was further shown that at no time
ner to any person was water pipe,belonging to the City ef Austin,sold to
the Llano waterworks.It was also shown that during the incumbancy of

Supt Brooksthe eletrical equipment in the plant ,whish consisted of
direct currant ma® hines,1% cycle altemating currentmachines and 60 c

cycle alternating current machines,was changed so as to have a uniform
electrical equipment in the plant of 60 cycle slternating current
machines.These changes reésulted in putting out of use electrical fans amd

notors to some extent,still the net result from these changes to the

. City and to individuals ( when ths changes were made )was one of
g£reat economy.and in addition the City refunded to individuals about

one half of thalir several losses.
In view of the above facts,proved without dispute at the adove
e xanination of the charges made againat Supt Breocks ,it is our Judge~
. =mant ,we so resolvethat ,R C Brooks be and he is heredy exonerated

- from all chargoes made against him in connection with his administration
- of the dbusiness and affairs of the Water and Light Department of

this City . _
The resclution was adopted by the following vote :

Yoas Mayor WooldridgeCounolilmen Bartholomew.Hart & Powell 4
Nays none . '

On motion the Council recessed subjoet to the call of the

Mayor .
Tuesdsy Sept 14th 1909,3 P X

The Council was ealled to order by the Kayer,with all members present.
Councilman Hart to whom was referred the petition of ths Cspltal Clity
Auto Company for permission to bury an under ground Gasoline Tank
under the side walk in front of Nos 213& 215 West Sth street,
presented the following report:

Te he Honorabdle ' C.ty Counell of the City ef Austin,Texasn.

alk
Gen lemen :

The ps ition of the Capital City Auto Company ,scking
permission to dbury an undor ground Gasoline Tank under the slde walk

in front -ef its place of dbusiness.213-15 West 5th street,having been
referred to and considered by me ,and,slso the Board of Fire Commission

-ers st a meeting held for the purpose of considering the same and
making recommeéndationsin regard thereto ,beg leave to report:

Tha:, in the judgement of myself and said beard it 1s for the best
interest and safety of the pablic that saild petition be grented and
I so recommend,provided,that the conditions as prescrided by Article

285,chapter V,of the Revised ordinances of the City of Austinare
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. complied with.

Jas P Hart ,Supt Polioce & Publie Safety.

The report was ado; ted dy the following vote :
Yoss Mayor Wooldridge,Councilmen Bartholomew,Gracy,Hart & Powell 5

Nays none.

Mayor Wooldridge offered the following resclution:
R .\uk,,n‘_l _ 44 Resclved bty the City Council of the City of Austin:

,,.a,w“, uwwc-aL Tha o Cordisl invitation be and is hereby extended to the International Tax
& .
T ,.,g& WM Assocission ¢ hold 1ts annual convonti.on for Ninsteen hundred and ten { 1510 )

VO LGee. DT .2_% in tho City of Austin ,Texss.
f The -rono],u‘ion was adopted by the folloing vete:

I

Yoas Mayor Wooldrlidge ,Councilmen Bartholomew,iracy ,Hart & Powell 5

Nays none.
By Councilman Hart Petition of Citizens asking the Council toremit

fine assessed against Celias Benzes in the recoreds Court.
- Councilmen Hart offered the following resclution:
Be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Austin,that upon recommendetion

C\,u w\, WMLLM . of the Supt of Police and Public Safety the unpaid balance of the fine and cest

Zf‘;* A§ . @bfa-u_' adjudged in the Corporaticn Court against Cellia Benzes for simple assault on the
wﬁd . 31st day of August be and ths same 1s heraby remitted .
The nsom‘ion was adopted by the following vote !
- Yoas Mayor Wooldridge,Councilmen Bertholomew.Gracy,Hart & Powell S

_ Nays none.

City Attorney Rector to whom was referred the petition of the Austin
Dam and Sudurban R R Co ,asking for the right to lsy additional track over certain

streots in the City of Austin,Texas,prosented the following opinion.

Austin,Texas,Sept 14th 1909.
The Honorsdle ' City Council,Austin,Texas.

Gon‘luon :
The po ‘11:.10:1 of the Austin Dam and Suburban R R Co %o you,asking
that an oxXiinance be enacted to confer upon sald company the right,privilege and

franchise of laying additional traok ovedr and aoross Bowie streot ,about frifty
foeet noth o0f thinrd street.and over and acrons west Avenus,at or neap its inter=

=-gootion with Fourth street ,ir the City of Austin, har deen referred to me by

you for my opinlon,ss to wheather or not the Council has the power Ylaw to enaot
such an ordinance .

Your attention is respeotfully called to Artiecle X I,Section
15,07 t® charter of the City of Austin.I beg togquote only that portionof said

seotion that 1s pertinent to your inquiry,whioch reads as follows
* No franchise or right to ococupy or use the streets highways,bridges or public

Places in the City,shall be granted,renewed or extended except by ordirance,and
every franchise to be pranted,renewed c¢r extendedfor interurban or s+rcet rail-

=Ways , a8, ewer,or waterworks,electric light or power plants, heating plants,
telegraph 'or telephone systemsor exchanges. ,or other publiec service utilitiesdy
the City,must be suthorized or approved by a majority vote of the qualified

olectorsthereon at a general election or &t a special election held for that
purpose ,the expenses of which electienshall be borne by the applicant for such

£ renchise,.”
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«.I do not find any otrer provision of the ocharterrepugnant to of in any

way in conflict with the provisions just quoted,and threy are the only
provisions that presoribethe method by which certain franchises may de

granted, renewed or extended.The word " Pranchise™ as employed in this

s ectionis synonymous with the word " Right ",and 1s 1imited YNy the
context to the use or occupancy of the sireetrand other pudblie places

in the City.It is provided that no suoch franchise or right shall de

g ranted,renewed or extended except by ordinance.But it 1s further provi-
~ded that franchisesto de granted,renswed or extended for pudlic servics
utilities within the City,must de suthorized or approved by a majority

vote of the qualified electors of the City .

Tt should not be questionsd that the Austin Dam & Suburban Raiiway Com-
~pany must be properly included in tke broad termm " public srevice

utilities ",and in its petition to the Council it askes that the right

be granted it to use and ooccupy & porticn ef two publio streets in the
City of Austin.If such permission were given it ,it would bhe the

grant ing of a franchiseor right to use and occupy the streets of the
City.

I anm therefore of the opinion that the charter in plain terms has
provided that such matters as are contemplatedin the Rallway'Company's
petition shall be submitted to a popular vote,and that the City Council

is without authority to grant such a privilege,unless its action is
autrorized or approved by such a vote,.

Very “reppectfully yours ,
J Bouldin Rector,City Attorney.
On motion further action on the petition was postponed until a later
date.

City Attorney Reotor asked fox leave 0f absonce for two weeks,
£rom Sept 18th 1909 ,which was granted dy the following vote:

Yoas Mayor Woeold ridge,Councilmen Bartholomew,Gracy,Hart & Powell 5

Nays none.
e

[, City Clerk.

Y

On motion the Couneil ,djourned .
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