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Regular meeting of the City Council of the City of AustlnfTexas.

Austln,Texaa May 6th 1909*

Hoc A P Wooldridge,Xayor Prealding*Roll called

Present Mayor WooIdrldge,Councilman Bartholomew,aracy^Hart fc Powell

Councilman Hart stated that he was authorised to withdraw the

proposition made to the City toy tha Pint Presbyterian Church in

regard to tha Old City Clock.

County Commissioner J B Fischer appeared before tha

Council and submitted a yrofoaition from tha Coaaiaalonara Court

of VMTia Coiantyvin ragard to tha Old City Clock.

Counoilaan Hart offarad tha following Praaabla and raaolutclon.

Wharaaa,tha City of Auatinla tha ownar of a City Clock Vwhioh9uaon

inraatigation,tha City Cotmoil finda to ba in bad ooaditionand
raquitlng tha aatfandituM of a> conaidarabla mun of acnay to placa

in proaar raining ordar.

And Vbaraaa^tha Honorabla CoKBiaaianara Court of Traeria County «

acting for aald County,haa aada a. proyoaitian to tha City Council

of tha City of Auatin to install aa>id olock 9at tha azpanaa of

VrtiTla County and without any coat to tha City of Auotinfia ona of.

tha towara of tha County Court i,lpuaa of Travia County ,aftar

having aaaa thoroughly rafairad and put in good running order,and

at all tiaaa to kaap aaid olock in propar condition and in good

running ordar ao that it will ahow and atrlka tha tlaa correctly

in ordar that tha public generally xay .raceIra tha benefits thereof;

And Hbareaa9beeau0e of tha considerations above stated,and baoaasa*

of tha inability of tha City of Austinto at this tlaa utilise said

dockland to bear tha expense af having it repaired,it is the opln-

-lon of tha City Council of the City of Austin that aald proposi-

tion made by tha Commissioners Court of Travis county should be
accepted;

Therefore be it resolved ty tha City Council of tha City of Austin

that tha proposition of the Co&alaslonero court of Travis County,

acting for said County ,ee tha same IB above aat forth,be and tha

aame is heretgr accepted:and that aaid City clock be and tha aaae la*
herety donated to and delivered to aald County of Travis to be

used and utilised by aald County for tha purpoaaa and In tha man-

~nor hereinbefore atatod;

And be it further reaclved that any failure upon the part of said

County of Travis to carry out any part of It a aald agreement with *

reference to said clock ah&ll,at tha option of tha City of Austin,

cause tha ownarahlp and poasaaaion of sauna to revert to the City of

Austin*

Tha resolution was adopted by tha following vote:
Teas Mayor lboldridge,Councilmen Bartholomew,9rftcy»Hart & Powell 5

Nays none*

The following . communication from DTTT J Katthaws was

read,and on motion of Councilman Hart wae laid over for future

consideration*
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Austin,Texas ,May 6,1909*
To Honorable James P Hart,

Austin ,Texaa.

Dear Sir :

I herewith respectfully ask you for a leave of absence from the City

from May 10th to May 14th, 1909»in order that I may attend the meeting of thre

State Medloal Association which meets at Oalves.ton on the morning of May llth.

The people of Gal vest on have recently erected a central City abattior and - Z am

anxious to Inspect its construction and see it. in operation*I am also anxious to

lear the sanitary methods now adopted and enforced in that City.It is of course

important that an Assistant Physician be appointed to fill SB/ place during my

absence,! am abitlous to build up the Surgical department of the City Hospital
and a good usurgioal Assistant is at all times an absolute neoeaalty.I would sug-

-gest that he be paid f 25.00 par month for his services and | 10.00 per month for

his horse feed.Through careful and economical management of the City Hoapltal,! wll
be move than able to pay the City back for this increased expense.

I think it would be well to make the appointment at once in order that the Assist an

Physician may become familliar with his work before I leave for flalveston.

Respectfully tours.,

W J Matthews.
Councilman Bartholomew moved that he be autho riced to purohaae 1200 feet of 12
inoh pipe ,to be used on the Colorado River Bridge to convey water to South Auatin,

whiioh request was granted by the following vote:

Yeas Mayor Wooldrtdge,Councilman Bartholomaw,Graoy,Hart & Powell 5

Naya none.

Ob motion of Councilman Oraoy the Council took up for consideration the different

bida for the City /Treaaurershlp.

Judges Gregory,Yon Roaenberg & Mendell were Invited to addreaa the Council on
the different bids,after which the following opinion by the City Attorney waa read.

Auatin ,Taxaa,May 9th 1909*

To the City Council of the City of Austln,Austln,Texaa.

Gentlemen:

Replying to your Inquiry aa to whether or not your action in the elec-

tion of Cheater Threeher aa City Treasurer upon a competitive bidding for aald

office la 1 Illegal by virtue of the fact that certain membera of your Council are
alleged to be Interested aa stockholders in the Citizens Bank and Truat Company,

I have the honor to advise you aa follows;

(1) Article VIZ,section l6,of the City charter provldaa that tha Office of City

Treasurer ahall be let by contract to the highest and beat bidderln tha discretion

of tho City Council,and In determining tho highest and beat bidder,tho highest
rate of interest to be paldupon dally balances and the value of the bond tendered

ahall be the criterion that ahall decidd.lt ia provided further that tha Suparlntad

-dent of Receipts,Disbursements and Accounts shall immediately upon being assigned

to such Superintendanoy advertise for bida for said Office.It IB my understanding

that all the fonalltiesrequired by law were complied with in the advertisement

and opening of such bida,and that upon the opening of such bids it waa discovered

that Cheatr Thrasor aw sthe highest and beat bidderln the purview of the provisions

of tho charter,said party having agreed to pay the Vlty a higher rate of Interest
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•n daily balances than All other bidders.

Article X I, wot ion lt,of the City oharter,providoa that neither the

Mayor or any other member of the City Council, nor My appointive or

elevotlvo ifflcer of tho City,ehall be dirootly or indlrootly inter-

-eated in any work,bualneee or contract, the expenae,prioo or ooald -

~ oration of which la paid by the City or war of ite departaente*
the

Tha above citations are. only provialona - «ln tho charter pertinent to
thla inquiry ,and Z fall to find any provlelon in the general lava on

tho aubjaot»nia faota art that Chftator Thraahor haa oontraotad with

tho City to noalTO and aoouiwly koop all aoniaa bolonglnd to tha

1C ity .m ordar to qualify for tha offloa of City ffraaaur«r,ha mat

glra bond for tha aafa kaaplng of aaid funda.Ha offora to pay a prioa

for aald contract, and by tha aooaptanoo of hie offar tha City will
raoalva a praaitui for tha PUnda dapoal tad with hi»*

4r rafaranoa to paragraph t aboraflt will ba> aaan that tha work,

buainaaa or oontraot whioh tha charter inhiblta tha aanbara of tha
City Council having any intaraatln la liaitad to auch" work buainaaa

or contract" tha axpanaa, prioa or oonaldarationof whioh la paid BT

tha City. In this lnatanoa,lt la oontamplatad that a price ahall ha
paid TO tha City. Tha City Tnaaurar la raaponalbla t o tha City for

tha aafa keeping of tha City 'a Money 9undar the protection of a bond*

tha aolTonoy of which la a orlteMonln detemlnA og hia bid, and the

City cannot govern hla aotlona In aeleotlng a depository for aald

fha oontraot of the City la with an individual, and tha Cltlzen'a

Bank and Truet CoBpany,ia in no way privy to the contract. Tha charter

d eaignatea thu • Clt|r Treasurer aa an Officer and a Banking Corpora*
"tion cannot beooae an Officer of the Clty.Zf tha construction that

the contract la vold,ahould Mr Thraaher ohooae to place the City f a

tunda in the Clticona Bank and Truet COBpaDy,beoauaaaoBa of the
Councilman happen to be Interested in that Bank la tenable ,thon in

that event no Officer of any bank in Auatin la eleglble for the offio*

in event the Cltlo9a funda ahould be placed in hia bank,baoauae tha
City Troaaurer la an Officer of the City;and if thla oonatruotion be
tniOfthe City Treaaurer for the paat aeveral yeara baa Illegally

held hla offioe.

Tha auggaation that the Counoilnan Intareated in aaid bank

would profit by the Banka uea of the Citlo'o nonoy,if Infaot the mon«y
ahould be depoaltad in thla bank, is %». oBxtiakia9tti(too)oontlngant
and renote to consider,.

It la therefore my opinion that Mr Thr&flher la eleglble for the

Office of City Treasurer, th«t nia contract to reoeire and securely

keep the Citle'a funds wl\l be valid upon his tender of a solvent

bond and taking the oath of his office, and that tha City Council. hasln
no wisa committed an ille gal act In this matter.

Kespeot fully .

j Bouldln Kaotor,

City Attorney.
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•Councilman Powell moved tnat the bid of Creator Thrasher for the Office of Cityv

Treasurer bo aoooptod.ho being the higheat and teat biddar,«hioh notion pre-

vailed by the following vote:

Yeaa Mayor Wooldridgo,Councilman Bartholomew ,f»raoy,,Hart at Powell 9

Va/a nono.

Counoils*n B*rtfcolo»ow aorod th»t tht Counoil now prooeod to tlw o loot ion of *

City 9Mfttuvtr9wniob motion p*oY»ilod by tbo following voto :

TOM Mayor WooldridgovCounoilHin Bftrtnolomowv«v»oyfHftjpt »nd Powtll 3

Hays nono,

Oounoilaaa Powell nominated for the Offloo of City Treasurer Cheater Thvaantr.

?2tfM being no other noaioatione the rote waa taken *d Mr Thraaher deolared

• looted by the following vote :

Teaa Mayor WooldridgofCoanoilaen BartholomewtaracytHart «nd PoweU 5

Haya none •

Counollaaa Bartboloaew atated to the Counoil that it waa neoeeeaiy to pu$ in a-n

additional tunnel at the Punp atation of the Water * Light Plant ,end that ha

had nade a contract for 0aae9and aaJced that hla action in the matter be confined*

On motion the action of Councilman Bartholomew waa confirmed tgr the following rote

Teaa Mayor Wooldridga«Counoilmon Bartholom*wtOraoyvHart and Powell 5

ffaya none*

Oounoilaan Bartbolonaw offered the following reaoXation ,whioh wa0 read and
adopted*

Received that the bond of the City Treaauver bo fixed at | ia*,000.0ft,

The raaolution waa adopted by the following vote:

Yeaa Mayor WooldrldgofCounoilmen Bartholomowf&raoytBart and Ptoall 5

Haya Bone,

Cb motion the City Attorney was directed to prepare and aubmit a bond for the City

Treasurer*
Councilman Powell to whom was referred the different bids for construe-

-tion of a atom sower in alley west of Ouadolua? atreat,between 19th and 24th

streats ,preaented a report ,showing oaloulationa on th» different bida.

CounolUoan Powell offered the following resolution ;

Be it resolved by the City Counoil of the City of Austin:That all bids on storm

Sewer be rejected .and the bids with the certified oheoka be returned to the
bidders.The reaolution was adopted by the following vote : •

Yeas Mayor WooldridgevCounoilmen BartnolomewvaraoytHart and Powell. 5

N aya None*

By Councilman Powell an ordinance appropriating the aun of f 200*00 for the

purpoae of paying aalariea of Aaaiatanta to the City Engineer *

The ordinance waa read the firat time and passed under auapenaion of tho rules

by the following vote :
Teaa Mayor Wooldridgo,Councilman Bartholomewt&racy,Hart and Powell 5

Naya mono*

By councilman Powell an ordinance appropriating the sum of $ £7ao*aa for the

purpoae of paving weat 6th street *Tho ordinance waa read the firat time and

passed under suspenaion of the rules by the following vote :

Yeas Mayor Wooldridge,Counoilmen Bartholomew,araoy,Hartand Powell 3

Naya None •
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• T2M tfayor laid btfor* th* Counoil th« report of tb« City lUrth*! for

tiu «ontb of April 19t9vw&loh WM on notion Mfomd to th«
«

-d»nt of Po]J3«,«tQ,wlthout..M*dlng«
On motion tbo Counoil took * rooo08v0ubjoot to o»ll of th» Mayor

City Clork.


