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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL:

Augtin, Texas, March 22, 1928

The Qouncil was oalled to order by the Mayor. HRoll call showed the fol-
lowing momders present: Mayor MoFadden, Oouncilmen Mueller, Pannell, and
Steak, 4%; absent, Oouncilman Reed.

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and Councilman Pannell moved
the adoption of same. Motion was séconded by Councilman Mueller and same pre-
valled by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor McFadden, Ocuncilmen Kueller, Pannell
and Steck, 4; nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.

Mayor McFadden laid before the Oouncil the following resolution:

WHEREAS, the Council is of the opinion that the citizens of Austin
gonfidently look to the present 0ity Council to propose a ocomprehensgive program
of street paving, bridge building, sewer extension, and real city building; and

WHEREAS, the Council has deferred the matter, because 1t felt that 1its
Zirgt duty was to effect a full reorganization of the QOity's internal affairs,
its finances, acoounting, records, health, poliocing, etc.; and

WHEREAS, such reorganization bas been fully effected, bringing about
unity of puxrpose, coordination, cooperation, and responsibility 1in all depart-
ments of the city government; and

WHEREAS, the City'e financiel affairs are now on a sound business baels,
owing no debﬁs, except a small bonded indebtedness, and paying cash and taking
a the cash discount on all purchages made;

Now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF TEE QITY OF AUSTIN:
‘THAT the following program of improvement be proposed, and that an eleotion

be called as soon as practicable to vote bonds to finance the same;

1. Resurfacing Paved Streets- $ 123,500.00
2. Streets, Bridges and Storm Sewers - 1,876,500.00
3. Parks and Play Grounds =~ 700,000.00
4, Sanitary Sewers -~ 550,000.00
5. Fire Department - 250, 000.00
6. 8School and School Grounds - 300,000.00
7. Abattolir 75, 000.00
&. Hospital - 50,000.00
9. Airport - 75,000.00
10. Librazry 150,000.00
11. City Harketl- 100, 000.00

The above resoclution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor
McFadden, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, 4; nays, none, Councilman

Reed absent.
Mayor McFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OOUKNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

THAT the recommendations of the City Plan Commission, heretofore filed

with the City Council, and containing in a detalled report of a proposed clty
plan, be and the same is hereby adopted as the basis for the future guidanoce

of the City Council in considering and determining upon public works and

improvements, and the related use of private property, in the City of Austin.
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The foregoing resolution was adopted by the rollowihg vdie;'x;éé;-ﬁéﬁor

McFadden, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, 4; nays, none, Councilman Reed

absent.
' The report as presented by the City Plan Qommission and adopted by the above

and foregoing regolution, is as follows:

" Dallas, Texas, January 14,6 1928,

Mr. WMm. T. O2swell, Chairman,
City Plan Cozmission,
Auvstin, Texas.

Dear 8ix:

We take pleasure in handing you herewith our formal Teport covering our
recommendations for the City Plan of the City of Austin, whioch was prepared upon
requegt of your Honorable ity Planning Commission.

In presenting this report we wish to say that we have received a most hearty
support and cooperation by the various ocitizens and the 0ity 0ffigials of Austin.
We wish, particularly, to recognize and acknowledge the vital time and gervices of
¥r., fm. T. Caawell, Mr. Hugo Kuehne, and Mr. Gillespie Staoy, all of whom have given
Liberally of their time and asslstance in our work. We also wish to acknowledge the
whole hearted support and assistance furnished by the Oity Manager, Mr. Adem R.
Johneon, and the City Engineer, Mr. Orin E. Metcalfe, as well as many other QOity

OfLicials.

It has been a genuine pleasure tO0 work with men of this kind, and we fell that
we Iould not be grateful if we did not express our appreciation for their valuable
assistance.

We trust and hope that this report will be of inestimable value and of
material assistance to the QOity Planning Commiseion of Austin 4in their efforxts to
bulild Austin in the proper manner.

Respectfully submitted,
KOOH & FOWLER, Engineers,

By (Sgd) 0. H. Koch.

A OITY PLAN FOR AUSTIN, TEXAS.
Prepared by

Eoch and Fowler, Engineers
For the Oity Plan Oommission.

0

In authorizing the preparation of a cocmprehensive ¢ity plan, Austin has
recognized the fact that the building of a modern, efficient oity is more than a
mere accident and that the best advantages are availabdle only when a good city plan
has been adopted, and a program provided which will suggest certain re-adjustments
and the co=-ordination of tne future improvementa. There are very few oities which
are not now engaged in attempting to correct certain acute evils resulting from
neglect, or laock of co-ordinate efforts. But in making such correotions, without
the aid of a comprehensive olty plan the corrections too often are but of a temporary
nature, and each sucoceeding ocorreotion becomes more and more costly and diffioult
to accomplish.

During the past two years Austin has taken a step forward in the reorganization
of its governmental administrative machinery. That the adoption of the City Managzer
form of government has been of inestimable value in the economic administration of
its municipal affairs is very evident to the student who has studied the various
improvements and accomplishments which have been wrought during the past few months.
The present City Commission and QCity Officials have demonstrated their ability to

carry on the municipal business of Austin in an efficient and business-like manner.

It is, therefore, only natural that they should recognize the importance of a com-—
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plete city plan to enable them to continue their work efficiently, and they

should promptly take steps to obtain such a plan.
We have made a careful, first hand study of the various elements and

charactexistics of the Qity of Austin and the surrounding territory, and we

are presenting herewith our report containing various plans and recommendations.
We would like to call attention, however, that due to the imposeibility of
predioting accurately the future developments and oonditions for any consid-
erable time in the future, it is impractical to adopt a complete, fixed and
Tigid plan in all details. 8Suoh plans as are adopted must be ocapable of
being adapted to changing conditions from time to time. While the praoctioca-
bility of these plansg, in general, has been carefully examined and tested
they are obviously not offered apg final or construction plans that ocan be
executed without further study and detailed revision. These plans are
intended to establish a policy and the character of growth and control in the
improvements and expansion for the City of Austin, and to serve as the basis
Zor future work of the City Plan Commission.

The City of Austin is a very unique city. It has many unusual and
extraordinary characteristics and advantages peculiar unto iteelf. These
deairable characteristics should be preserved, featured, and capitalized ¢o
the fullest extent. Austin is the Oapital of the great State of Texas. It is
the site of the most wonderful state capitol bulilding in the United States.
This feature should be the outstanding characteristic of the city, and the
capitol bullding should be oconspioucus and visible from all parts of the
surrounding terxritory. It should predominate and other sitructures should be
sub-ordinated to it. Already, due to the absence of any plan for expansion in
an orderly fashion, the state has constructed an office bulilding at the south-
east corner of the capitol grounds, and other skyscrapers are threatening to
be built on Jongress Avenue, thereby shutting off the view of the capitol
building from the south.

While Austin has some industrial development, the civic survey shows
that indugtrial development will not be the real controlling eleément that will
build future Austin and determine its future character. On account of the
loocation of the numerous state institutions, schools, and the State University
in Austin, with the natural beauty of 1ts topography and the unusual ¢limate
making it an ideal residential oity, it is only natural that the chief oharac-
teristic of greater Austin will continue, as at present, essentially a
cultural and educational center,

The location in and about Ausiin of tae numerous 8tate Institutions, as
well as the University of Texas, ¢reates a condition which is peculiar to
Austin alone. This condition can be either an advantage or a serious dis-
advantage in the development of Austin, depending upon whether or not poroper
co—operation ia secured between the State and Institution Officials and the
City of Austin. It is strongly urged and recommended that the State Officials
be invited and encouraged to confer with the City Plan Commission in regard
to the general ¢ity plan at least in so far as it may affect the State
Properties. 4n intelligent coordination of the plans to develop thie state

property with the general city plan will be of considerable advantage to all

parties concerned. Your City Plan Engineers have conferred several times with
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University Officials and find them to be more than ready and willing to co-
operate to the fulleast extent. We feel that this same spirit of co-operation
will be forthooming from the other State Officials.

STREET PLAN

The most fundamental elemeént of any city plan is its major street plan,
The life and growth of the city depends upon the facility of the flow of traffio,
and whenever any portion of the oity becomes 80 oongested that traffic ocannot
flow easlly, then that section of the city will have reached its maximum value
and it will begin to recede. Thig fact is illustrated time and again by what is
known as the blighted distriots of our clities; a condition whioch 1s costing
millions to overcome in & number of cities. Traffic in the modern oity is in-
creasing in volume and in lmporfanoe and the recognition of the importance of ite
free circulation is often postponed until the congestion exiets and the relilef, .
if at all possible, is usually very diffiocult and expeasive.

In our proposed major street plan for Austin we have endeavored to pre~
dict the future needs in streets and to suggest a program for their development.
The Qity ofAdustin is very fortunate in that all of the streets in the down town
seotion were originally laid out eighty feet wide with Congress Avenue one
hundred twenty feet. It was not quite so fortunate, however, in regard to
fitting the topograpby. In following out the rigid rectangular system of layout
the topography was wholly ignored and this fact acoounts for the unreasonable
grades in gome places ¥hua making portlione of some of the streets practically
ugeless for traffic or business streets.

Outside of the original town, bounded by East Avenue, West Avenue, First
Street, and Nineteenth Street, there has deen no real unified plan of sub~divigion.

This fact accounte for the large number of objectionable jogs and offsets and
the nonuniformity in width or continuity of alignment of the streets. The
location of the University of Texas Campus in the midst of the residentlial section,
its unusual recent expansion across several important streets which necessitated
the ¢losing of those streets, introduces further difficulties in the adoption of
the ultimate ¢ity plan. '

By reterring to the present traffic flow diagram, Plate No. 1, it will bve
seen that the bulk of the traffic today is on Qongress Avenue, lLavaca, and
Guadalupe Streets. One reason so much of the traffioc is concentrated upon
Guadalupe Street is because it is the only paved street serving the territory.
This chart also shéwa that & oconsiderable bit of this traffic is being diverted
to0 Rioc Grande Street. The next streets in volume of present traffic are North
Congress Avenue and Speedway. <Lt can resdily be seen that the closing up of
Speedway by the Universlty, through the campue, will certainly affect a great
many people and will make necessary the use of alternate routes west of the
University Campus in order to keep from throwing additional traffic on Guadalupe
Street.

On Plate No. 2 is shown the present paved streets. Austin has been
inactive in regard to paving its streets for a number of years and it 1a con-
siderably behind on its paving requirements. This fact, of oouraé, is responsible
for considerable congestion which now exists on certain streets which were paved

in the past. We bave also prepared, in connection with our major street plan, &

map showing the streets which are recommended to be paved and the order of thelr
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urgenoy. This reoommendation should be of value to the Oity Oommission in
determining the amount of bonds to be voted upon for the next paving progran.

In preparing the analysis of the street traffic problem we have con-
sidered the central business section at Seventh and Congress to be the main
objective for the traffic. At the present time access to this area is
limited from all directions. From the south, the Colorado River Bridge, on
Oongress Avenue, is the only means of access; from the north, all traffic
zust jog around the ocapitol bdbulilding; from the west, the Sixth Street bridge
across Shoal Oreek is the only opening; and from the east, Sixth Street again
is the only avallable street. The opening of a diagonal street to the north-
wegt and one to the northeast from the ¢entral bueiness distrioct is practiocal-
ly impossible, and certainly impractical on account of the topography, but by
encouraging traffic from the northwest to come down Shoal Creek to Seventh
and Sixth, and from the northeast, traffic to come down East Avenue and
Wallexr Oreek to Seventh and Sixth, this traffic can enter the business dis-
trict from the east and west over geveral routes, and relieve the north and
south atreets of some of this traffic, and in this manner equalize the dis~
tridbution of traffic on the streets in the business district.

In preparing our studies for the proposed major traffic plan we have
kept in mind the fact that streets should be designed and duilt for thé‘use
whioh they are intended to serve, Streets whose principal function is to
gorve purely loocal uses are considered as local residentisl streets, and will
not affect the major traffic plan to any great extent. For such streets it
is preferable that a minimum width of fifty feet be used, although in some
instances it might be permissable to have & forty foot street where it does not
exceed more than two dlocks in length. On such streets which are fifty feet
wide and not over four to six bdlocks long between main thoroughfares or
boulevards, a paving width of twenty-six feet is usually sufficient. Residen~
tial gtreets, however, which extend for a considerable length should not be
less than sixty feet wide with a minimum paving width of thirty-six feet.
Streets whioch are favorably located as desirable through traffic streets and
extend for long distances connecting with the business district or connecting
community centers will attract considerable traffic which doeés not originate

. from the residences along the street. This type of streets which we choose
to call traffioways or boulevards are the streete with which our majoé traffio
plan ip prinoipally concerned. Extra width of paving should be provided,
based upon the future probable requirements of suoh gtreets or boulevards. In
determining the amount of such sufficient extra width, in addition to the
extra volume of traffie, consideration should be given to the nature of such
traffio as to whether it will be slow moving, fast moving, or mixed traffio
and whether or not an appreciable amount of parking area must be provided.

The widths which are recommended in this report are intended to be the
ultimate widths which will probably be required after the communities are
built up. In a number of instances, the exscess paving width will not be
needed for some years, and need not be supplied until needed, but the widths
recommended for future right-of-ways should be provided at the earliest

poseible moment to prevent the encroachment of buildinge or other permanent

construction which would make the acquisition thereof more dAifficult and
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costly at a later date. The paving of these streets can be handled in
progressive stages using narrow widths at first and adding width aa the
neocessity for same arises. Thie is espeocially true of the streets near the
0ity Limits and in the area beyond the present Oity Limits.

It is a fact that slower moving vehicles or trucks will set the pace for
all types of traffic on & partiocular street. Heavy trucks with wide bodies on
the same street with fast moving passenger oars usually create traffic confusion
and add to the hazards of the street. Sinoe the advent of the large numbex of
passenger or fast moving motor vehioles in use at present, there is a marked
tendency and justified desirability to oclessify traffic where possible. It ig
for this reason that we have designated some of the proposed trafficways as
boulevards. We have assumed that certain streets which we call traffiocways, for
convenience, will continue to carry mixed traffic. Whereas on the streets whioh
we classify as boulevards, it would be advisable to limit the traffic to fast
moving Or passenger vehicles. While the proposed boulevards are discussed in
detail under the chapter headéd "parks and Boulevards", the principal boulevards
which are essential to the general major street plan are shown on the same map
with the trafficway streets. On the other hand , those boulevards whose chief
purpose is the completion of the parkway system or are more in the nature of
pleasure drives are shown upon the "Park and Boulevard* map . This explanation
will account for the apparent duplication of some of the same streets on the
tWO maps.

PIFTH STREET

An important fact shown by the traffic chart is the prominence and import-
ance of Sixth Street. This Street has attracted a considerable volume of
traffic with the development of the Tesidential property on the west slde of the
O0ity opposite the Oolorado River Dam. It is obvicus that Sixth Street alone
will not be able to handle the future traffic in this direction. The natural
topogzaphy north of Sixth Street makes it impractical to open a parallel relief
gtreet on the north for over one-half mile. On the south of Sixth Btreet,
however, Fifth Street could be extended and used at a reasonable expense. These
two streets then, together with the proposed Riverside Boulevard, will be ample
to serve this area. PFifth Street should not be lesg than elghty feet wide for
its entire length.

GUADALUPEZ STRIXZT

Guadalupe Street, today, is next in importance to Congress Avenue. It ip
the main highway to the north and carries a great deal of through traffioc. It
ig algc the business street, sgerving the Univergity locally, and it will always
continue to be a very important business street as well as a trafficway. The
retail business along the University Campus naturally causes considerable
parking which makes the street less desirable for through traffic and itse
capacity foxr traffic is now being taxed.

It is recommended that Guadalupe Street be paved from First Street to
Nineteenth Street, fifty-six feet wide; that the jog at Nineteenth Street be
eliminated by cutting through the corner at Nineteenth Street; that a width of
one hundred feet which it now has from Nineteenth Street to Twenty-fourth

Street be continued to Twenty-ninth Street; that the street car tracks north of

Twenty-ninth Street be moved to the center of the street. North of Forty-fifth
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Street, Guadalupe Street should be opened and extended with a full width of
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onée hundred feet to a point where it can be deflected diagonally to intersect
the pregsent Taylor and Dallase Highway, thereby eliminating two very objection-
able jogs in the highway at Forty-fifth Street.

NUECES STREET.

Paralleling Guadalupe Street, we are recommending the establishing of a
boulevard on Nueces Street. This Street, while it should be protected againet
trucks and slow moving vehicles, and is classed as a boulevard, will naturally
relieve Guadalupe Street of a considerable portion of the fast moving vehicles.
Beginning at the north side of the Colorado River, we recommend that Nueces
Boulevard be made one hundred ten feet wide to Nineteenth Street. From Nine-
teenth to Twenty-fourth Street, we recommend that the Boulevard be divided and
that Nueces Street be used for soutk bound traffic and San Antonlio 3treet be
used for north bound traffic. We recommend that these sections of the boule-
vard be made seventy feet wide. The shallow depth of the dbuilding lots in
thie section makes the widening t0 one hundred ten feet of either of these
streets very expensive and impractical, and the jogs at Nineteenth and Twenty-
fourth Streets would still have to be conesidered. For these reasons we are
recommending the use of the two streets as one-way streets for these sections.
Continuing north from Twenty-fourth Street, we recommend a width of one hundred
ten feet oroéaing Gua;alupe at Twenty-ninth Street and continuing north to
connect at the south end of what is now called Hemphill Place in Aldridge Place.
Continuing north £rom the north end of Hemphill Place &t Thirty-third Street a
new street is recommended cutiing through the long blocks to Thirty-ninth
Street connecting with the south end of Aveaue "BY in Hyde Park and extending
along Avenue "B north to the Qity Limits.

We are recommending a widith of one hundred ten feet on thie street for
gseveral reasons. First, using it as & boulevard street 1t will be reserved
foxr high apeed passenger cars; it is more essential that the intersections of
the oross streets be made as wide as possible for visibility of traffic
cTossing the street. Also, sinoe this street is a part of the boulevard system
it is very degirable that such parking area for lawn and trees be providead
back of the ourbs. It would be highly desirable on a boulevard gtreet of this
nature to provide a double row of trees between the ourdb and the lot lines and
the extra width, if uniform, down the entire street would add greatly to the
appearance of the street. This extra width would call for a widening of fifteen
feet on each gide from Fifta to Nineteenth Street. It would not be at all
expensive. The lots on this street are deep enough 80 that this fifteen feet
cut off the front would still have sufficlient depth for residential construot-
ions, and the damages to the property would be more than offset by the benefits

. &ccrulng due to the improvements.
SHOAL CREEK DRIVE

e are recommending 2lso an important traffic thoroughfare up the Shoal
Creex Valley. This proposed roadway will start at Seventh and West Avenue
and follow the low, even grade line of Shoal Creek Valley in a northeasterly
direction and will act as an intercepter for numerous other radial trafficways

which will feed in through the proposed residence areas between the present

western ity Limits and the Colorado River. This important thoroughfare will
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form an important link in the park and Boulevard System to be recommended, but at
the same time, will serve a very unusual and important arterial highway feeder
into the lower business area; and while it wlll not draw very much traffioc from
that portion of the 0ity between Shoal QOreek and the University south of Twenty-
ninth Street, we feel that a considerable amount of the residentlal traffio north
of Twenty-ninth Street will be served on both sideg of Shoal Oreek. This roadway
should be 80 located as to eliminate all unnecessary sharp turns and steep grades,
and in euch a lodation that it can ultimately de paved to a width of fifty-six
feet ,excopting in such sections where it will be deemed advisable to split the
roadway into two forks, one on either side of the Creek.

SAN JACINTO STREET.

The traffic from the north central resideatial sedtion at the present time
is concentrated on Speedway, which splite the preaent Universeity Campus property.
The plans for the ultimate development of the University Campus contemplate the
closing of thie street. University Officlals have indicated, however, that they
would be favorable to providing a boulevard, or trafficway, along the banks of
Waller Oreek through the Campus, and that this location can be worked into their
ultimate development plans to the best advantage. At the north end of the
Unifersity Campus Waller Oreek splits into two forks; one fork tending in a
northeasterly direction and the other bending practically due weat around an
unusuelly interesting hill. The location of Waller Oreek in this fork is what
would be Twenty-ninth Street if it were opened. This prong of the Oreek intercepts,
practically at right angles, the proposed new Nueces Boulevard, Universlty Avenue,
and Duval 8Street, all three of which are very important trafficways feeding from
the north. It is only natural that the traffic coming south on these streets, as
they approach this hill, which starts in at Twenty-ninth Street, should defleot
along the dirscotion of the drainage around the base of the hill. We have taken
advantage of thig natural condition and are recommending a roadway along the banks
of Wallexr Oreek.

Beginning at Nueces Street Boulevard, orossing University Avenue, con-
necting with the south end of Duval Street and continuing along the bank of Waller
Creek south through the University Oazpus to its southeran boundary on Nineteenth
Street, this prong ¢f the roadway will connect up with the north end of San
Jacinto Street. Another prong will follow the banks of Waller (Creek disgonally
into Red River Street at Twelfth Street. San Jacinto Street should be paved from
Seventh Street to Nineteenth Street -- fifty six feet wide, and the roadway through
the Univeraity Campus along the walle; Oreek banks should be so located that it

can be ultimately paved fifty-six feet wide, ite entire length. This trafricway
will permit the traffic from north Austin to reach the business district without
the necessity of jogging around the State Capitol Building.
EAST AVENUE

East Avenue at the present has & right—of-way two hundred feet wide from
the north bank of the Colorado River to Nineteenth Street. Only a portion of
this right-of-way has been lmproved and used as a roadway at the present time. Tae
landscape advantages of this street are very interesting and it should form an
important part of the Park and Boulevard System. Its development should be worth

while from that standpoint alone. By a glance at the major street plan map one

sees very clearly that East Avenue ies destined to be the back-bone of all traffigs
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in the eastern portion of the City, and somewhat the same way as the Shoal Oreek
Driveway serves the weat side. Eleventh Street, Rosewood Avenue, Twelfth Street,
Nineteenth Street, and Twenty-second Street, all important traffic thoroughfares,
radiate from East Avenue, as well as do the numerous minor residential streets
which feed into East Avenue.

Eagt Avenue from Nineteenth Street on north is the most favorably located,
from the standpoint of grades, than any other gtreet in that direction, therefore,
it will be favored as & radial arterial highway for the entire northeast sestion
of Austin. By developing Zast Avenue 80 it will be a desirable traffioc way, we
assist in carrying the northeast traffic down Eagt Avenue and feed it into the
busineass district from the east side, thus leaving the north and south streets
such as San Jacinto, Red River, Guadalupe and Lavaoca, to handle the traffic
from the north portion of the City ianto the business district from the north.

East Avenue should be developed from the River noxrth to Nineteenth Street
ag & double traffioway with a park center, with the possible exception of the
area opposite the Sam Huston Normal School, where the topography is rugged and
it will be impractical to bPuild a double roadway where a single wider roadway
should be built. From Nineteenth Street on noxth, we have also a street car
track to consider. The width of this street from this point noith should be not
less than one hundred feet. This width should be maintained well deyond the QOity
Linmits.

RED RIVER STREET.

Red River Street is one of the presgent trafficways for Northeast Austin,and
is being used very extensively. It should ultimétely be paved fiffy-aix feot
wide from First Street to Nineteenth Street, and forty feet wide from Nineteenth
Street to the Oity Limits. This atreet is not favorably located 1n'regard to
grades from Nineteenth Street north and will never be as important as East Avenue.
A seventy foot right-of-way should, however, be provided through the full length
of this street.

University Avenue, in the Hyde Park neighborhood, is an eighty foot street.
On the south end, however, from about Thirty-first to Thirty-fourth Street, it 1s
only sixty feet wide. This street should be widened to a uniform eighty feet
fron Twenty=-ninth Street north to the Qity Limits. ]

DUVAL STRERT.

Duval Street extends from Twenty-ninth 3treet north to and beyond the City
Limits and is destined to be a very important traffioway. Steps should immediately
be taken to assure a width of one hundred feet for thie street for its entire
length.

UPPER GEORGETOWN ROAD.

The upper Georgetown Road is favorably located as a diagonal thoroughfare,
and should be developed as such. It should be continued down Osk Wood Avenue
with an eighty foot minimum width to connect with the Shoal Creek Drive at
Twenty-ninth Street.

MANOR ROAD

The Manor Road is one of the principal street highways, and its importance

can easily be recognized, especially in the development of the area east of

Ausgtin. This road should be designated as & principal trafficway and 1ts

minimum width fixed at eighty feet.
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ROSEWOOD - SIXTH STREET

Thegse streets are well located and well serve East Austin as main traffio

thoroughfares. They should be egtablished as eighty foot streets.
ELEVENTH STREET

Lleventh Street, from East Avenue to Rosewood 8treet, should be seventy feet

wide and from Rosewood to Ohicon Street, should be eixty feet wide.
SEVENTH STREET

geventh Street, with an additional bridge across Shoal Oreek at the westerly
extension of Seventh Street, and some adjustments in widening Seventh Street at the
intersection of San Antonlio Street can be made a very valuable business atreet
through the entire City as far east as Ohlcon Street. At Ohioon Street, Seventh
Street deflects to the south around the base of a hill, and then is projected in a
northerly direotion and is known as the Webberville Road. If this stret is estab-
lished eighty feet wide throughout the entire length it will, 1n time, become an
important business thoroughfare relieving the necessity of widening Sixth Street -
whioh is but one block to the south.

The possibility of relieving Sixth Street east of Baat Avenue, by useing Fifth
Street, is practically eliminated on account of the presence of the railroad tracks
in Fifth Street. While there are one or two places on Seventh Street which might
appear to be undesirable because of grades, we have gone over thls street very
carefully and find that these grades can be adjusted so that a very satisfactory
gtreet can be obtained.

COMAL AND OHICON STREETS.

In the eastern part of Austin we hﬁve designated two parallel gtreets, namely,
Oomal and Chicon Streets, which we consider logical belt line streets for east
Austin. They should be maintained at a minimum width of seventy feet and the jogs
at FPirst Street and Rosewood Street should be elimineted. These streets will permit
traffic to have access from the north portion of Austin to the industrial areas
without the necessity of passing through the central business district.

SOUTH CONGRESS AVENUE

South Congress Avenue is, of course, the principal thoroughfare for south
Austin at thias time. Its width is ample, but a& oonsiderable £ill will be necessary
opposite the Deaf and Dumd Institute to make its full width available. On the south
end of Congress Avenue, at the City Limits, there exists a very undesirable jog of
one and one-half blocks. Thia jog should be eliminated by extending South Congress
Avenue through lLaPrelle Place to a diagonal conneotion with the San Antonio Highway.

FREDERICKSBURG ROAD - S0UTH FIRST STREET

These two streets are practically the only available thoroughfares serving

southwegt Austin, and they should ultimetely be widened t0 a minimum of eighty fees.
BARTON SPRINGS ROAD - RIVER SIDE DRIVE

The Barton Springe Road and River Side Drive will serve as the ultimate
intercepters for traffic from South Austin, and they should be established at not
} less than eighty feet wide and, where possible, some of the sharp curves existing

B should be eliminated.
TRAVIS HEIGHTS BOULEVARD.

This Boulevard is the principal trafficway for that section of Austin known

as Travie Heights. While it is now important and carries a car line, the future

extensione of Austin to the south will throw further burden upon this trafficway,and
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it should be maintained not less than eighty feet wide. When the bridge,which
ie recommended across the Colorado River on East Avenus, has been construoted,
Travis Heights Boulevard will relieve Qongress Avenue of conelderable traffie
from the southeast.

_ RIQ GRANDEZ STREET

Rio Grande 8treet, at present, 13 paved from Sixth Street to Nineteenth
Street, forty feet wide. It also contains a street car line. This width is
insufficient for a moving lane of traffic between the street ¢ar and a parked
car, and the gtreet should ultimately be paved forty-six feet wide. We do not
recommend that this be done, however, until the repaving of this street 1s
considered desirable. From Nineteenth 3treet north to Twenty-ninth Street it
ig now paved thirty feet wide. This width will probably suffice for a time
but provisions should be made to secure the asgsurance of an ultimate right-of-way
width of geventy feet 80 that it can ultimately be paved forty-six feet wide.

WEST LYNN STREET

West Lynn Street, at preseant, from Sixth Street north for several blocks
is but forty feet wide. This street is one of the major traffic streets for
this area and it should ultimately bte paved at least forty-six feet. We
recommend that immediate gteps be taken to secure a right-of-way width of seventy
feet on this street.

PARES AND BOULEVARDS.

Parks and Boulevards are considered, by a great many people, as being
more of a luxury than a necegaity. This impression, on the part of those who
are responsible for the development, is usuelly responsible for the postponment
of serious consideration of the parks and boulevards. In a fast growing oity
there are so many demands made upon the authorities for other apparently more
elementary and necessary features; so the natural result ig that the parks and
boulevards are usually neglected.

As a matter of fact, however, play grounds and reocreation facllities are
as mucn a necessity to the health and happiness of people as are its schools,
sewer systems, wateér supply, pavements and drainage. The essential purpose of
parks and similar faclilities are being recognized more and more as being
necessary for recoreational purposes.

The word "reoreation" in its popular sensé is generally acoepted to mean
amugement or having a "good time". We are using the word more in the sense of
re-oreation, or renewing, or re-~greating the health, energy, and morals of the
citizens and conpider the enjoyment and pleasure more as a by-product. There is
no question but that proper recreation has for any community a most important
relationship to its production, the condition of its people, thelr well being
and prosperity.

The growtnh of the city gradually calls for more -intensive utilization of
space. Vacant areas are graduzslly absorbed and occupied, and often areas wholly
unsuited for residential purposes are occupied by residences. Natural beauty of
topography and other features are gacrificed because there is no apparent imme-
diate need or proposed use of pame., When congestlion and unganitary living
conditions force the recognltion of the need for open spaces and Trecreation,the

best location for such facilities have been preempted, and the reclamation for

recreational purposes becomes very difficult and expensive. This being the case,




UL,

362

it - ™ X T i R b AT A i T s e N Mg nl Y s s PO, T H ATl A Tt TR . LA st il ra i oy T —
.C:..gﬁ_ Tt 1o DrSa EAWHARD R N e R L N T S R e B T A S S A AT 5 M NSNSy 2 g T o b 0y VW R~ i gt

and the location of such facllities being very important features in regard to
their efficiency, no oity plan would be complete ox even comprehensive which did
not make ample provision for such faclilities.

In our study and proposed plan for a park and boulevard system for Austin,
we have constantly considered the problems from a utility standpoint, and while
recognizing the desirability of aesthetic advantages to be available in & park and
boulevard system, we have endeavored to make the sesthetic part of the program more
of a seocondary consideration. The boulevards and parkways which are recommended
have for their primary purposes their utility as a traffioway and means of trans-
portation. The fact that some of them border oreeks and ravines, does not
necessarily mean that they were thus located primarily on account of the natural
goenery, but rather on aooouﬁt of the natural grades avallable and the fact that
such ground is usually more unsuited for residential purposes. For instance, as
has been pointed out before in this report, the Shoal QOreek Driveway will be one
of the most important thoroughfares in the City of Austin. It will afford a more
direct zToute from northwest Austin to the center of the Oity than any other street.
It will traverse low lying property wholly unsuited for residential purposes and
will make available for recreational purposes other large areas of low lying land
which are unsuited for residential development. The parking of the banks of Shoal
Creek and Waller Oreek will insure storm water drainage facilities at & minimum
expense which would be tremendous if it were attempted to0 handle this water in
storm aewers.

For the purpose of our study we have adopted the following arbitrary classi~
fication of parks as to size, and use in practice. This classification cannot be
applied or interpreted too rigidly since topography affects the type of development
which may be provided; also the available spaces within the present City Limits
are often limited on account of other conditions.

The first type of park which we will consider is usually called "Play Groundd'
These play gzounds should contain an area from six to ten acres and should be
apaced throughout the City at such intervals that no ohild will need to walk more
than one-half mile to reach one. These play grounds should be chosen with special
regard to tneir location sc that, for instance, the ¢hildren will not have to
oross railroad traciks or other dangerous hazards in reaching them. The improvements
on these play grounds should be desisned for intensively supervised play for
ohildren between the ages of six and twelve years. A very desirable method of
providing this type of play ground is to extend the school grounds sufficiently
to care for the play ground area. This has an advantage in that the supervised
play can be handled by the school authorities.

The next type of park to be considered might be called a "Play-field ",
These vplay-fields should contain from five to fifteen acres and may be spaced con-
siderably farther apart than play grounds. They should be chosen with more regard
to thelr natural development and should be designed for recreation and sports for
the larger children —- for such games as foot ball, base ball, tennis et cetra.

"Neighborhood Parks" comprising from two to fifteen acres should be provided
in various portions of tae City. These parks should be developed as intimate com-
munity and recreational areas. They should be easily sccessible and within walking

distance of every person in the City -~ not more than one-half mile, if possible.

The extensive usefulness of neighborhood parks makes tneir design a more serious
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problem. The design should refleot,in a measure,the nature of thelr surroundings.
The conatruotion of driveways through these parks should be discouraged. However,
these parks should be readily accessible by means of driveways and boulevards.
There should be ample sidewalks, intereating shrubbery, flowers, trees, and lawns
and other features which would make the park inviting as a place for rest and
reoreatlion.

In addition to the above parks, play grounds, and play-fields, the City
should provide several large outlying natural parks of some fifty to two hundred
acres. The extent of these parks should be chosen for their natural advantages,
and should bve made aoceaiible throughout by a series of ariveways, and general
treatment should be of naturalistic nature. They should preserve, for the oity
dweller, as much natural topography and scenery as is possible. Often it ias
practical to include in the boundaries of these larger parks, such facilities as
the play grounds and play~fields above referred to.

Qur recommendations for the provision of the various links in the park
gystem in Austin are shown on the map marked Plate No. 4. The play grounds, as
mentioned above, are, as a rule, near present or proposed schools, or are in the
nature of enlargement of present school grounds. On Plate No. 13 we show the
location of the proposed play grounds.

The only play-fields which are at present available in Austin is the
property adjoining the Qaswell Gymnasium. This property, now owned by the eohool
board, at the west of the High School Building, is the nearest approach to a
play-field. This propexrty should be enlarged and improved as a real play-field.
Other play-rields as shown on Plate No. ¥, are suggested.

The only neighborhood parks which Austin hae at present are the three
"gquares” in the original town site. These parks have been made very attractive
and thelr unusually well kept condition is very gratifying in that it ocan be
taken as a oriterion that other parks will be properly maintained and cared for.
A8 beguty spots and breathing spaces, they are most certalnly worth while, and
those under whose care they are at present, are to be complimented upon the well
kept manner in which they are maintained. From a real utility point of view,
however, Wooldridge Park is the only one which is really efficient, ocutside of
the aesthetic value. We are recommending & number of locations for additional
neighborhood parks of various sizes and oharacters. These locations are not
intended to be specific in each case, but will have to vary to sult the local
conditions such as ability to aocquire , purchase price, et cetra. We have
chosen these locations, sometimes on account of natural topography, and other
locations particularly because the spaocing required a parTk in that viocinity.

Pease Park has been owned by the City for sometime, but has not been
developed and used to any great extent. Thie is a wonderful property and should
be promptly developed and provision made for its maintenance. It should be
developed as one of the geries of neighborhood parks recommended along the Shoal
Creek Valley.

In the matter of large parks Austin 1s very fortunate 1in having available
for its use, a large tract of land of five hundred mcres owmned by the State of
Texas in the western portion of the city near tbe Colorado River Dam. Negotia-

tions are now under way between the City of Austin and the State Authorities to
establish & natural arboretum on this five hundred acre tract. The municipal golf

links are now located thereon. This tract will afford an unusual opportunity
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for a wonderful large outlying park for the Oity of Austin. The Qity is zlso

fortunate in the possession of Barton Springs Park. This is a tract of thirty-
seven and thirty-oneé one hundredths acres upon which considerable improvement has
already been made, and for which future improvement plans have been adopted by the
present Qity Qouncil with the idea of ingtalling such lmprovements immediately.
This park should be enlarged on the east by the acquisition of the property
remaining between the present property and the rook bluff. The proposed improve-~
ments for the development of Barton Springs Park are shown on Plate No. 5, of this
report. This is a sample of what can be accomplished in similar parks throughout
the city.

Important property which is avallable to the City of Austin for park devel-
opment is the Colorado River Banks. A consideradble area of the Colorado River
banks, especially on the north side of the River, is now owned by the State of
Texas, and provisions should immediately be made for its acquisition by the City
of Austin, so that this property can be developed into one large park, and a system
of besutification can be started. One feature of this particular park should be
& prominent river front drive, or boulevard, through the eantire city, connected

up on either end with the proposed boulevard system. Several neighborhood parks

res

should be developed throughout this park to serve the adjolining territory as

LR S -—

local neighborhood parks and community centere. :
_ We have already mentioned the Wallexr Oreek Driveway, which will provide a ‘
convenient avenue for traffic from the northeast portion of Austin to the business
district, and on south to the Colorado River Drive. The completion of this drive
will entall the acquisition of cextaln cheap property along the banks of Wallex
Creek from Eighth Street to Nineteenth Street. Most of the property which will
be needed ieg at present ococupied by very unsightly and unsanitary shacks inhabited
by negroes. With these buildings removed to provide for the trafficway, most of ."°i
the remaining property will be of a substantial and moxre deeirable type. The con-
struction of this driveway, and reclamation of the banks of this creek, will make
the remaining property very desirable and will inorease its value many times the
cost of the acquisition of the necessary property to complete the project. '
Qontinuing north from Nineteenth Street to Twenty-sixth Street this pro-
posed parkway will pase through the University Campus which, in itself when
developed, will be in the nature of a large park. Continuing north from Twenty-
sixth 8treet this parkway will split into two prongs; one continuing in & north-
westerly direction and connecting up with the proposed thoroughfares of Duval
S8treet and Univereity Avenue; the other continuing in a northeasterly direotion
through practically undeveloped areas, which should offer no practical resistance
because of existing improvements, on north to the vicinity of Forty-third Street
at whioh point the valley branches out into a plane area. 'This area has very poor
drainage facllitles at present, and is unsuited for residential property, but on
account of its natural timber growth is very well adapted for a neighborhood park.

By referring to Plate No. 4 it will be seen that we are recommending a neighborhood

park in this vicinlity, taking advantage also of the location of the Elizabet Ney
Yemorial Studio. This 1s a historical feature which should be preserved for
Austints future posterity, and the park would make a most suitab}e setting for
this historical studio.

The name of Elizabet Ney hes come to have historical significance of inter-

national charecter. It is recorded im the art histories of both Europe and America
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as one of the outstanding woman soculptors of her time. The building, as example
of Spanisgh Architeoture, should be recognized by the City of Austin.

Attention 1s called to the fact that parkway at about Thirtieth Street
passes a very interegting tract of land which is covered with a wonderful growth
of forest trees. This partioular tract of land should also be acquired and
preserved and developed as a neighborhood park. It is perhaps one of the most
interesting and beautiful pieces of natural "woods" in Austin.

On the western side of Austin, in & very favorable location, lies Shoal
Creek Valley. This valley 1g much wider and more picturesque than the Wallexr Qreek
Valley. It is flanked on either side by high bluffs, and very desirable residen~
tial property. Between the bluffes, however, in varying widths are ¢onsideradle low
lands which are not particularly desirable for residential use. We are recommending
that the low lands of this valley be acquired for a large park. It would bde very
deesirable to acquire sufficient property on either sgide of this valley to control
the nature of developments of the bluff front properties. Most of the property
in this wvalley is, at present, oconsidered very ocheap, and should be acquired for a
very reasonable figure. 4 great deal of it can probably be acquired by donation
since it is practically all owned by large property owners whoee property éxtends
over the bluff, and would be benefitted materially by the development of this park.
The area recommended to be included in this park is such ag to provide space for
a golf course, and & number of other features necessary in the play-field parks. It
will afford an excellent opportunity to develop within this large paxrk ,a series
of neighborhood parks properly spaced to sexrve a large portion of the Oity. The
possibilities of developing this property are practically unlimited, and it should
be aoquired before the property valuation increases and makes its acquisition
diffioult.

Austin is algo fortunate in having a tract of land in the eastern portion of
the City whose Teal value has probably never been appreciated by very many people.
What is known as Eagt Avenue, 2 strip of land two hundred feet wide extending from
Nineteenth 3treet to the Qolorado River, has possibilities of a parkway whioh are
exceptional. At the present time this parkway, on account of its rugged topography
in gome portions, and its smooth level contour in others, makes it possible %o
develop a most interesting and valuable parkway. It has been pointed out that it
is a very important trafficway intercepter for all of east Austin, and when the
developments are extended south to the river and a viaduct is oonstructed across
the river, it will intercept the present Travie Heights Boulevard, and also will
make connection with & proposed parkway continuing south up the Travis Heights
Creek, through Travis Heights and ultimately connect with the present San Antonio
Highway. This connection will enable tourists to by-pass the business distriot
of Austin, and ocontinue to the north and northeast over a beautiful parkway,without
the inconvenience of passing through the business district. It will also enable
the residents in the Travise Heights area to reach the business district and other
portions of northeast Austin in a more direct manner. It will tend to relleve the
congestion on the Congress Avenue viaduct as well as tae congestion on the

approaches to same.
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At sometime in the future, depending upon the growth and development of the
distriot, a neighborhood park should be provided in the vicinity of Johanna Street .
and Annie Street, between ZJouth First and Newton Streets. This park would be ideally
located to serve a considerable area of residence property. The land should be .
acquired while it is yet reasonably priced and vefore the natural growth of timber
and other features are destroyed. It can now be acquired in a block large enough to
make a worth while park, whereas if development takes place it may be imposaibdle to
secure a suitable size area without oconsiderabvle difficulty.

Similarly, we are recommending the ultimate establishment of a neighborhood
park in the vicinity of Eleventh and Twelfth Streets just east of the I & G N
Railxroad. Thia property, while it adjoine the Oity Limits, is well loocated to serve
es a neighborhood park for this area in the future. The topography is very rough
and it is at present ococupied by the cheapest type of negro shacks, whereas the
property immediastely adjoining is more valuable and can eventually de residential
property of the higheet order. The acquisitlon of this proper%& for park purposes
and the removal of the present type of development, will increase the values of the
surrounding property many times the cost of the acquisition thereof.

Another neighborhood park which we consider very esaential is in an area which
there are now no facilities for & neighborhood park, and which is not accessidble to
any of the proposed neighborhood parks, is the neighborhood of Eleventh and Ohloon
Streets. This park is recommended to be developed as a negro neighborhood park. The
location is very favorable for the proposed negro district and the value of the land
at the present time is very low.

One of_the moat interesting historical spots in Austin 1s the site of the 0ld
Frenoh Embassy. This building, it 1s claimed,is the only building ever erected dy
a foreign country on American soil. The duildiag erected in 1840 is, of course, in
& poor physical condition, and it 1s questionatle whether the building itself could.
be preserved for any length of time, but it would be desirable for the City of Austin
to commemorate the site of this building, and to perpetuate the historical spot. We
feel that no better way would be possible than to acquire the ground surrounding this
site and to convert same into a small neighborhood park .

There is an area of low lying property juat eouth of Aldridge Addition, and Just
north of Twenty-ninth Street between Guadaslupe 3treet and Speedway, which is wholly
ungulted for residential uses. This ground has been platted into residential lots,but
no building has takeén place. It is in the midst of the high ¢lass regidential area,
and if developed for residential purposes would naturally be used for a oheap
inferior type of residences. This ground is flat and poorly drained and would not
be desirable for use as high claes residential property. It should be acquired at &
very reasonable figure and the entire area should be converted into a large neighbor-
hood park. This park, when properly developed, would be one of the most useful and
convenient parks of the City. We strongly urge that this property be acquired in as

large a tract as is possible for park purposes.

RECOMMENDED LAND SUEDIVISION RULES

The proper control of the subdivision of land for future urban use is very
important from the standpoint of the city plan in that many mistakes can be avoided
and costly changes in the future c&n be prevented. The last legislature passed & law

giving the City Plan Commission authority to approve plats of proposed subdivisions

before they can be filed for record. In order that the City Plan Commigsion can
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intelligently approve or disapprove such plang, it is essential that the
general city plan be thoroughly kept in mind, and that the City Plan Commisseion
adopt certaln rules and regulations covering the subdiviesion of property in
order that the Oity Plan Qommission's rules and decisions be legal and binding.
They must, of course, not be arbiltrary and dis¢riminatory. Similar property
mugt be treated in a similar manner, and any unusual deviations must be sub-
stantiated by the general plan for the district. We are recommending herewith
cexrtain rules and regulations covering the general subject of laying out
subdivisions.

The information in regard to ultimate plans, and the general rules
relating to the subdivision of land, should be public information and available
to all prospective subdividers, to enable them to intelligently prepare their
proposed subdivisions for submission to the Oity Plan Oommission.

The owner of the land to be subdivided ghould submit two copies of a
preliminary subdivision plan to the Oity Plan Commission, or its engineer,
before submission of the final plan. The preliminary plans should be drawn to
a soale of one hundred feet to the inch, or larger. They should show the lo-
cation of the property with respect to the adjoining property, the widih of
and location of abutting streets, alleys, building lines and similar effects,
and the names of all the adjoining subdivisions. They should show the location

of existing water and sewer mains, and other important natural features. The
maps should show the contours of the ground of not less than two feet intervals.
They should show proposed layout together with general dimensions of streets,
lots, blooks, tuilding lines. et cetra. This preliminary plan will enable the
OCity Planning Engineer to check over the plan and point out, to the ownexr, the
probable objections which might be raised by the City Plan Commission when gub-—
mitted for approval.

The arrangement of streets should make provision for the continuation
of the principal existing streets, major thoroughfares, and boulevards in
adjoining additions in so far as they may be necessary for proper requirements
and to conform with the adopted City Plan for that area. In general, the major
streets should be of a width at least as great as the minimum set out and
adopted by the Qity Plan Commission in the general plan for the district, and
in no case should they be less than the minimum set out below on streets and
alleya. Arrangements should be such as to provide opportunity for accéss and
use¢ by adjoining property owners, and all continuous atreets should bear the
sameé name throughout. The minimum width for minor residential streets should
be fifty feet except that in cases where the topography or special conditions
make a street of lese width more practical. When adjoining undeveloped
property, the City Plan Commission may accept the dedication of one-half of a
street.

The minimum width of any alley should be fifteen feet. ¥here alleys
are not provided, easements of not less tnan five feet in width should be
provided on each side of all rear lot lines, or ten feet wide on the Tear of
one tier of lots abutting, and on side lines where necessary for poles, wires,
condults, storm and sanltary sewers, gas, water, or other appurtenances.

Zagements of a greester width may be required along lines or across lots where

necessary for the extension of sewer mains or similar utilities. Easements should
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provide a suffioclent width for all natural drainage of storm water flow,

Bloocke in the residential district should preferably be not longer than one
tnousand feet between the street lines. In blooks which are over seven hundred fifty
between gtreet lines, cross walks of not less than ten feet in width should be
conveniently provided near center of the block. The general practice, so far aa
possible, should be that the aside lines of lots shall be right angles to the street
upon which the lot faces. The minimum dimensions for residential lots should be
fifty feet in width and one hundred feet in depth, and in no case should a rectangu-
lar or irregular shaped lot be platted containing less than five thousand square
feet without gpecial permission from the City Plan Commission. Corner lots should
have extra widths eufficient to permit the maintenance of adequate building 1lines
on both front and aides. In normal cases the width required should be not less than
the amount of the eetablished building line on the side street plus the minimunm
buildable width and side yard requirements as determined by the zoning ordinances.
Lots on larger sireet intersections and at all other points 1likely to be dangerous
shall have a radius of not less than fifteen feet at the street corner. It is
recommended that all changes in direction and turns, excepting at street corners,
be made with a liberal curve rather than sharp angles.

The bullding lines should bs shown on all lots and they should be not less
tban required by the zoning ordinance for similar property in subdivided property.

Due consideration should be given to the dedication of sultable gites for
schools, parks, and play grounds. Such provisions should be indicated on the ‘pre-
lizinary plan in order that it may be determined when and in what manner these
areas will be dedicated to the Qity.

The final plan which will be submitted for approval should be made from an
acourate survey, and drawn on tracing cloth. Three blue prints or white print
copies of the finel plan should be submitted to the City Plan Commission, The final
plan should show the boundariee of property, the lines of all proposed streets,
alleys and other proposed features intended to be dedicated to the publioc use. All
10t lines, and the lines and widths of all adjoining streets and alleys should be
shown. The lots and blooks should be suitably numbered and dimensioned. The
building lines and easements should be shown and deterrined by measurements. Suitable
monuments should be eptablighed and properly referenced to the plans. The plans
should show the title by which the subdivision is to be recorded, together with the
ngmeé of the owner and the engineer responsible for the design. The entire plan
should be zoned in conformity with the ptandard zoning practice of the City of
Austin, and where such property lies outeide the City lLimits the zoning provisions
should be incorporated in the dedication of the plat and filed therewith. The final
plan should be accompanied by a certificate of title ghowing the ownership , and
a suitable dedication of the streete, alleys, parks, et cetra, which are to be

dedicated to the public.

AVIATION FIELD.
The importance of the railroad transportation system of the United States is
well known to all, and history has shown that those towns that did not take advantage
of securing a trunk line railroad have never amounted to very much. At :he present

time commercial aviation is in its infancy and tte various air routec are being
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establighed. It is very essential that the Oity of Austin make suitable preparation
for encouraging the establishment of aviation routes through Austin. The best way

to acoomplish this is to provide suitable, convenient air porte. Augtin has, at present
two privately owned air ports located at some disgtance from the City of Austin, These
air ports, eo long as they are privately owned and operated, cannot be developed

to as sufficlient a state of efficiency as they should be compared to the possibllity
of a municipal air port. This municipal air port should be located nearer the City

of Austin, and should be easy of access.

As a repult of our studies on this phase of the problem, we have decided
to recommend the location of an air port on the south bank of the Colorado River
between Congrese Avenue and the I & G N Railroad. There is considerable area of
comparatively high ground just north of the Barton Springs Road which would be
suitable for an air port. The location would be easy to recognize from the air,
and it would be convenient of access to the down town district of Austin. It would
be convenient for the air mail delivery to the poat office. We recommend that the
City aoquire the entire tract of land between the I & G N Railroad and the northern
extenslon of First Street from the Barton Springs Road north to the River. The
north part of this tract of land is low lying and at times subject to overflow.

This portion of the property can be parked and used for a large play~field for such
28 baseball and football fields. It should be sodded with Bermuda Grass. An occa~
sional flood would not injure it for the use of a playfield except during the
flood period.

GIVIC CENTERS.

We have already referred to the fact that the chief architectural feature in
the Qity of Austin should be the State fapltol Building and we feel that this duild-
ing should predominate the entire section of the City. e have also referred to
the tendency and practice of bulilding office buildings for state official use
surrounding the ocapitol building. It is our recommendation that this group of
buildings, which will no doubt be necessary for the various activities of the State
Government, should be grouped in a more dignified, artistic and convenient manrzer.
The state business buildings group should be planned on a more comprehensive soale
in ordexr to preserve the dignity and aesthetic nature whioh the capitol building
demands.

Qur studies in regard to thig matter have led us to recommend that the State
conslider the acquisition of all the property between the present capitol building
and Fifteenth Street from San Jacinto Street to lavaca; that this area be included
in the campus surrounding the capitol building, and studies be made for the proper
spacing of future offioce bulldings in thias area. A oroper plan of this type will
insure a desirable setting for the group of capitol buildings, and will add to the
dignity and aesthetic appearance of the State Capitol Building. We have recommended
that Fifteenth Street be made a boulevard and, with this boulevard as a northern
toundary of the capitol grounds, the group of buildings could be made as beautiful
and interesting from the north as the present location is from the south.

Referring to the metter of a municipal civic center it would also be desirable
to provide for a civic center for the municipal activities of the City of Austin, as
well as the civic center for the State activities of the government. Travis County

will soon erect a new court house building. It would be very desirable from the

standpoint of the City Plan if provisions could be made at this time so that the
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erection of this ocourt house could be a unit in the future municipal civie center

for Austin. It is very desirable from the gtandpoint of convenience to have the

court house and city hall, as well as the post office and other offigial public
buildings, in close proximity to each other. We have made several studies with thias
problem in mind, and wish to recommend that our first choice for such civic center
would be the area embraced between Jolorado Street and Brazos Street from Third Street
south to the River. Thie site, at pregsent, 1s considered reasonably priced property.
It has many advantages, and could be developed into a wonderful civic center. It is
far enough removed from the state group above referred to that neither one would
detract from the other. It is in a location in which a union station could be in-
corporated. It is easily aocesaible viea Congress Avenue and while 1t is & block
removed frxom the present business digstrict it would not be long until the business
district would join wp with it. Situated on the north bank of the Colorado River
with the broad open epaces to the south, the grounds can be successfully landscaped
and the bulldings could be given a very favorable setting. This site has one apparent
disadvantage in that the switoh track on Fourth Street makes this area more of a
warehouse district, but we feel that, with this civic center as a feature at this
point and the bank of the Colorado River beautified, the property between Third Street
and the present businese district will become more vzluable as a retall business
district than it could ever be as a wholesale or warehouse district.

The public libraxry is often included in the municipal oiviec centexr group. In
the case of Austin, however, a very beautiful and desirable site has been secured
overlooking Wooldridge Park. It would be our recommeéendation that the library be
located on the present site overlooking Wooldridge Park and not included in the ¢ivic
center district. Oonsiderable digcussion has taken place ir Austin as to combining
& municipel auditorium with & library building on the present library site. This
combination, we feel, would be absolutely cut of place. There is no Tezson or
community interest in the two projects which would justify their combination and we
feel that each one would be a detriment to the other if they were comoined. The
location of the present library site is wholly unsuited for an auditorium of any
appreciable size. The streets surrounding the site practically all have excessive
gTades, and the parking space for automobiles is very limited. The municipal
auditorium should be well located in the proposed municipal civic center, where 1t
could have the adwantage of parking space and ample space for ingress and egreas as

well as better facllities in the way of street oar tranesportation.

Another group of bulldings which 1s very important in the city plan of Austin
ia the educational ocenter comprising the University of Texas. The acqQuisition of
additional ground for the expansion of the campus and improvement of same will create
an entirely different condition in thie vicinity. The actual improvements and
developments on the campus will be carried out by the Jtate of Texas, but the proper
approaches and other condlitions surrsunding the campue must be considered in the
city plan. At the present time, the main bullding of the University is built upon
the axis of a very beautiful boulevard Known as University Boulevard. It is one
hundred twenty feet wide and very beczutifully parked for several blocks. t ends
abruptly at Nineteenth Street and the approach at this point is very uninviting.This
University Boulevard, if extended in a sttzight line along the prolongation of the

present boulevard to Fifteenth Street, would center upon the dome of the capitol

building and the main building of tkhe University. It would provide & magnificent
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avenue tying up the Univereity with the State group and furnish an entrance

to the University whioh would be more in keeping with the dignity and importance
of the institution. This connection, on first blush, would seem very costly,
but upon examining the map it will be found that only two blocks of property
are really cdamaged to any great extent from Nineteenth Street to Fifteenth
Street. For the remainder of the distance outside of these two dlocks, the

greater portion of the extension will be in the present Joloredo Street area.

TRANSPORTATION.

STEAY RAILWAYS: =~ In studying the local conditions at Austin in regard
to the steam relilway situation, we find that the present condition of the railway
tracks does not seriously affect the general plan at this time. There are, however
a few minor features which are objectionavle, and whioch will continue to become
more objectionable and more serious as the City grows and develops. The final
adjustment of the railway facilities of Austin will be muck more difficult and
expensive to accomplish as time goes on, and, since the adjuatment of the steam
railway tracks and facilities must naturally be accomplished in easy stageés with
the leasgt expense on the part of the rallways and the City, it 1; very essential
that plans be made far in advance of the actual accomplishment for the eventual
solution of this problem.

It is for this reason that we wish to submit herewith & report pointing
out some of the features which will probably cause trouble in the future; and to
suggeat a tentative study of a proposed plan with the hope that the matter will be
taken up seriously and worked out through the cooperation of the railways and
other interests involved. With the limited information at hand, and numerous
interests involved, we feel sure that this suggestion will have to be modified,
and details worked out more carefully before the final plans c¢can be adopted,

A glance at the map showing the present retail business district shows
that the retall bdusiness district area extenda from Eleventh Street down
Congress Avenue to Pifth Street where 1t spreads out east and west. It does not
extend south of Fifth Street on account of the existence of the switch tracks
and rallway property. The businese cannot extend north on acecount of the
capitol grounds. It is slow to widen out to the northeazst and northwest on
account of the rugged topography and steep grades, and is blocked on the south
by the railway tracks. This shows the expansion of business in a shoe string
fashlion east and west along Sixth Street, and ehows some business in the
neighborhood of Tenth and Guadalupe Streets —- which area ieg not highly desirable
for retail business property becauase of the steep grades of the streets. There is
a large gection of highly desiravle, potential retalil business property south
of Fifth Street, and we have blocks on either side of Congress Avenue wnigh, if

it were medc available, would provide for expansion of the business district in

]

a natural way. The property values on Congress Avenue going south from Sixth

R TYER]

Street drop very abruptly at Fifth 3treet and continue to decrease as the river
is approached. There 1s a considerable area of this property south of Third
Street which 1s practically a blighted district and will remain so, so long as
it its8 cut off from the mein business district by the present railway barrier,

Austin cannot afford to have itsg retail business district throttled by the

presence of an obstruction of this nature; and while it may not appear, at this
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time, to be serious, it will be a very great inconvenience and serisus disadvantage
for the Austin of tomorrow. Quadalupe Street, lLavaca Street, Colorado Street,
Brazos Street, San Jacinto Street, and Trinlty Street are all important potential
business streets, bBut are at present terminated, as far &s their use is concerned,
at Fifth Street. It should be made pogsible for these streets to extend south all
the way to First Street and they ashould ultimately be avallable for retall busineess.

Congress Avenue is a wonderful street, and the axis upon which the atate
capitol is built. Upon approaching Austin from the gouth it ig necessary, on
passing over the Colorado River Bridge, to pass through four or five bloocks of very
unattrective and negleoted looking buildings, practically a blighted diatrict, aside
from the dangexrs attendant upon the grade orossings at Third and Fourth Streets. It
is very doubtful if QCongress Avenue of the future, through this diatriect, would
develop in the way that would be fitting to match up with the remainder of the
street north of Fifth Street.

The removal of these tracks from West to East Avenue may seem to be a very
huge task as pointed out above. However, if this movement is attempted in the
progressive sort of way it will be surprising how much can be accomplished in a few
years, TWe realize that there are certain warehouses and other industries deing
gerved by this track in this area, but we algo insist that 1f the removal of these
industries are undertaken in a progressive manner over a period of years the value
of the land reclaimed will far exceed any portion of the cost of the removal; and
the oity, in addition to providing for a normal expansion of the business district,
will reap considerable tax revenue from the inoreased value. One nseds only to
compare the present value of property one block below Third Street with the present
value one block above Fifth Street. The rsason for this difference in value is
apparent, and it is only natural that if the reason is removed the value will
increase.

The present arrangement of two separate rallway stations on opposite sides
of Oongress Avenue is, of coursge, very oonvenient, and the advantage gained in
having a union station would not be so very great, though it would be better, At
the pregent time the rallwaye are using the ¢ity's property and have apportioned
the full width of Third Street for their station yards, to the detriment of the
adjoining property owners. The use of this street for station yards in the past
has not been serious because the clity has not had urgent need for this particular
street for the purpose for which it was first provided, but before long this
additional street aspace will be needed,

In making provisions for handling street traffic, both for the business dis-
triot and for the thoroughfares and traffiowaye, it is very essential to consider

the removal of all obastacles which are imposed. The City of Austin, in expanding

to the west, will have to cross the I & G N Railroad main line in g number of places.

In expanding to the east, it will have to cross the H & T C lines in a number of
places. To provide suitable grade c¢rossing eliminations on such an expanse of
rallway tracks completely encircling tne city, will cost & consideratle sum of
money. In our studies for the proposed recommendation for the steam railways, we
have tried to suggest a scheme which would make the number of crossings a minimum,
At the present time the H & T C Railway and the I & G N Railway are parallel,

and only a short distance apart, about five miles north of the present City Limits.

From this point they diverge. The I & G N passes to the west of the City Limits
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reaches Fifth Street it 1s joined by two other railways coming in from the

esast. The route of the present H & T C Railway passes through a wide, low

area just norta of Fifth §treet which is well adapted and sultable for an
industrial area. The I & G N Railway passes on the west slde of the Qity throwugh
property which is not suited for industrial development, and through an area
which is being absorbed at the present time as a high c¢lass residential area.

We are recommending that a connection be built gomewhere about five
miles north of the Oity to permit the I & G N trains to pass over to the
H & T O tracks and use these tracks into the City; that a union station be
provided somewhere in the neighborhood of Fifth Street just east of East
Avenue; that another connection be built beginning at Fifth Street and
Perdenales Street orossing south over the River; thence in g southeasterly
direction t0 a connection with the present I & G N tracks gomewhere in the
neighborhood where the present spur track to the Woodward Body Works ie located
This will permit the operation of through freight trains on both the X K & T
and the I & G N without the neoessity of pessing through the business distriot
of Austin. It will make availadble to 2ll the railways the new proposed indus-
trial district north of Fifth Street as well as the area south of Fifth Street
between East Avenue and Perdenales Street; and will furnigh a desirable freight
terminal location somewhere in this distriot.

The location of the union station on the east side of Zast Avenue will
provide a very degirable site for a union gtation fronting on East Avenue, a
broad wonderful thoroughfare. By referring to the major traffic map, Plate
No. 3, it will be geen that it ig readily accessible to all peints of the
City without the necessity of passing through the congested business distriet.

It is recommended that the I & G N tracks be removed from the junoction
above referred to, five miles north of the Oity, to a point south of Fifth
Street. The present I & G N tracks serving the industries on the north dbank
of the Qolorado River west of Congress Avenue gould remain for a while to
sexrve its industries until they could be moved to the new industrial district.

When these industries, which are now comparatively few in numbexr, have
been removed, the remainder of the track of the I & G N track could be taken
up and the present I1 & G N bridge aoross the Colorado River could be used for
the highway orossing, another feature which will in a few years become a
necesgsity. The present right-of-way of the I & G N where the tracks would be
removed would provide another ideal and highly deegirable boulevard or traffio-
way serving this section of the City. The use of the present I & G N bridge
es & highway bridge would meke an ideal connection to the south end of the
Shoal Creek trafficway and connect up the City on the opposite aide of the
river.

This plan in a general way, if carried out, would reclaim the entire

area from Eist Avenue west to ghoal Creex and would permit the proper and

fullest development of this area in conneotion with the proposed civic centex
and retail business district.
STREET RAILTAYS: - The street railway situation in Austin is typical

of & great many street rallway systems in the United States in cities of thie

size. Wnile the¢ gtudies from & city planning standpoint of the future of
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street railway systems are primarily oconcerned with the physical location and
operation of the cars, instead of the financial and organization set-up, the ability
to finance the oconstruction of new lines and the ability to properly maintain
present lines, and to keep pace with the growth of the Clty with the developments,
has & oonsiderable bearing upon the plans for the ultimate system. The street
railway industry at the present time is passing through a very radical and oritical
period. The introduction of the motor bus lines and their extensive use appears
to some people to be threatening to displace the street car. The experience in otherx
cities along thig line has shown that the operation of motor busses in competition
with the street oar hae usually been disastrous to both. Experience has shown,
however, that where motor busses have been uged to supplement the street car much
bettexr results have been obtained. In order to asgure proper clty development the
trensit facilities should keep ahead of, or at least abreast of, the city's growth.
As @ general rule, outlying extensions of a street car line or a bus line has to
build up the territory it serves before it will earn a Teasonable income on its
investment. During that period othexr older established lines will have to make up
the deficiency. The bus lines in this instance, if operated by the street railway
company, can be co-ordinated with the existing lines. On Plat No. 9 we show the
distribution of the presgent street oar lines and the proposed extensions. These
extensiong will in ‘some capes mean bus routes and may be replaced by car routes
when the economies Justify it. It will be noted that two small sections of the
present tracks are recommended to be abandoned.

ZONING.

"At the last seéssion of the Texas Legislature an enabling act was passed,
permitting oities to control the nature of their growth through zoning. This method
of safeguarding the property ownere, and the control of the nature of the growth
of the clity has become very popular throughout the United States during the past
few yeara. In the early stages of zoning, c¢itiee had a great deal of difficulsy
in framing their ordinances in such a manner that they would notbe .declared uncon-
stitutional by the courts. We have, today, a wealth of court decisione which are
tending to upholé the principle of zoning as applied to c¢ity duilding.

A zoning ordinance, to ve conatitutional, must be based upon the police
power of the oipy, Its requirements mustbe comprehensive, and similar c¢onditions
mugt be treated in similar manner. The zoning plan must cover the entire city,and
must be the repult of compreheneive studlies and intelligent regulations. The zoning
ordinance must be besed primarily upon the principle of public safety and public
health rather than upon any purely aesthetic oconsideration. Experienob has shown
that where a zoning ordinance is based upon the safety and health of the community
and is broad and comprehensive in its requirements, there is very little chance
of its being declared unconstitutional.

We have made, with the co-operation of the Austin City Zoning Commission, a
comprehensive zoning plan for the City of Austin, and we have prepared a suggested
zoning ordinance to conform with such zoning plans. This suggested zoning ordi-
nance has been delivered to the City Attorney and he 1is at present drafting the
same into proper legal form to comply with the svecific state laws regarding same.

Included in this report, Plate No. 11 and No. 12, are maps showing the

various recommended zoning dligtricte. These maps have been prepared after numerous

conferences with your official Zoning Commiesion and COity Plan Engineers as a basis

Lt e
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for holding public hearings on same.

The map on Plate No. 11 shows five different types of USE DISTRICTS. The
map 1s designed ag the Uge District Map. The variocus distriots are limited in
thut certain uses of buildings in each district are prohibited, but all property
in the same type of district may have the same type of use. The deteail "Use¥
restriction and the general requirements for each are set out fully in the pro-

posed ordinance. In general, however, the "A" Residential District is limited

to the following uses:

1. One family dwellings
2, Two family dwellings
R. Churches

. Schools
5
&

. Libraries
. Farming and truck gardening.

The "B" Residential Districts are limited to the following uses:

1. Any use permitted in the YAY Regidential District
. Apartment houses

. Hotels

» Private Clubs

. Fraternities

. Boarding and lodging houses

7. Bospitals

8. Educational institutions

9. Nurseries and greenhouses

10. Public garszges (for storage purposes only)

The ¥CH Qommexrcial Diatrict is limited to the following:

l. Any use permitted in the “BY Regidential Disgtrioct
and 2 number of other retall business houses.

o Fah

The *D* Industrial District i8 limited to any use in the "C" Qommercial
District and for a number of other indugtrial uses not particularly offensive.

The YE* Unrestrioted District is limited to any use permitted in the "D*

- Indugtrial District and in addition a number of slightly objectionatle industzrial
uses, and excepts only those useés which have been declared a nuisance in any
court of record or which are in conflict with any ordinances of the city regulat-~
ing nuisances.

The map on Plate No. 12 is known as the Height and Area District Map. The
City is divided into four distinct zones for the regulation of the height of
bulldings to be created, and the area of the property to be used,

In the "A" Height and ATrea Diptrict, no building shall be erected to exceed
thirty-five feet in height, and shall have a rear yard with a minimum depth of
twenty-five feet and a side yard on each side of the bullding not legs than five
feet. The bulilding shall be 88t back not legs than thirty feet from the front
property line, and & minimum number of square feet of lot xust be provided for
each family occupying the building.

The "2" Height and Area District does not permit the erection of a building
higher than forty-five feet. The rear yard shall have a depth of not less than
twenty-five feet and the side yards shall be not lege than five feet wide and the
set back shall be not less than thirty feet from the front line of the property.

The "C" Height and Area District will permit the erecilion of a building to
a maximum of ninety feet in height; and provides & minimum rear yard of not less
than twenty-five feet and a side yard of not less than six feet on each side and -{j

a set back of not less than thirty feet from the front of the property.
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The "D" Height and Area District provides for a maximum height of ninety feet,
a rear yard of not less than ten feet with no requirements for a gset back from the
front.

These requirements are all similar for simlilar districts of eimilar conditions,

but a number of exceptions are recommended in the general rules which are to be

applied by the zoning commission uniformly throughout each district.
JCHOOLS. -

’ Our studies in regard to the location of the various grade schools in Austin
ghow that the present sites for school buildings are very well located. A glance at
the map on Plate No. 13 shows that practically the entire ¢ity ia now belng served
with the present schools so that vexry small areas are located more than one-half mile
from a grade school. This statement is true except for an area in the neighborhood
of Thirty-fourth Street and Red River, and in the area of State 3treet east of Oakwood
Avenue. Provision has been made for a school site on Thirty=-fourth Street near Red
River Street. On map, Plate No. 13, will be found our recommendations for the approxi-
mate looation of future school sites. These locations have been réﬁommcnded with
particular view to their location as to acceasibi;ity and convenience for the area
toc be served.

Under chapter headed "Parks and Play Grounds" we have recommended that play
grounds be provided over the entire city in locations which do not require any child
to travel more than one-half mile in reaching a play ground. We also recommend that
theae play grounds be provided, where possible, in connection with the school grounds.
The population which these proposed play grounds will serve oorresponds practically
with the same population which is served by the schooia. We are therefore recommending,

as shown on the Plate No. 13, the expansion of the various school grounds te provide

guch play grounds.
As an example of the possibllities we would call your attention to a map on

Plate No. 1%, whereon we recommend the enlargement of Palm School grounds for a
neighborhood play ground. At present Waller Oreek cuts across private property and
just south ¢f Third Street has practically destroyed East Avenue; then it cuts back
weat in Second Stréet and contlinues acrogs Firgt Street to the river. The Palm School
Grounds at presént contains one block, and the greater portison of sald block 1is
covered by the school building. The property immediately noxrth of Palm School, on
account of being igolated and cut up by Waller Creek, is vory cheap property, and in
a neglected state. However, this block contains quite & few wonderful trees. The bloock
to the weat of Palm School, excepting for its frontage on First Street, 1s algo very
cheap property and will remain so as long as Waller Oreek is permitted to continue in
its present condition. It is our recommendation that these tracts of land be acquired
by the city, and that the course of Waller Creek be straightened. The excaveted
material can be used to fill up the channel over the abandoned area. Second Street
from Red River to Zast Avenue and Sabine Street from First to Third Streets could be

o vacated and this enctire tract coaverted int> a very desirasle neighborhood play ground.

g Similarly the grade school located at Eleventh and East Avenue occupies one

? small block of property, =nd the block immediately south and the one-half block
immediately west are cut up by Waller Creek. By crossing Sabine Street from Ninth to
Eleventh Street and closing Tenth Street from Red River to East Avenue and straighten-

ing Waller Creex through this area, a wonderful neighborhood play ground site can be

claimed from property which ls now very low in value and, in its preseant condition, 1s

T i .
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a menace to health of the neighborhood. These two incldents are cited as examples
of whioh it is easily poseible to provide the necessary land for the recommended
neighborhood play grounds.

The high school located at Twelfth and Rio Grende Streets, we have pointed
out heretofore, has a nuoleus for a play-field just west of the school groundas. We
have already recommended in this report that this play-field be enlarged and
developed to provide for a modern play-field. We als¢o recommend that other play-
fields be establighed in various parts of the c¢ity. If it is the intention of the
gsohool board to provide additional high schools, such play-fields should preferably
be 1ocatéd at, or adjacent to, those high schoola.

There has been considerable talk in Austin, as well as other cities, in
regard to the race segregation problem . This problem cannot be solved legally
under any zoning law known to us at present. Practically all attempts of such
have been proven unconstitutional,

In our studies in Austin we have found that the negroes are present in
small numbers in practically all sections of the city, exoepting the area just
east of East Avenue and south of the Qity QOemetery. This area geems to be all
negro population. It is our recommendation that the nearest approach to the
solution of the race segregation problem will be the recommendation of this
district as a negro district; and that all facilities and conveniences be provided
the negroes in this district as an incentive to draw the negro population te this
area. This will eliminate the necessity of duplication of white and black sochools
white and black parks, and other duplicate facilities for this area. We are
reconmending that sufficient area be acquired adjoining the negro high school to
provide adequate space for a complete negro play~field in connection with the
negro high school. We further recommend that thée negro schools in this area be
provided with ample and adequate play ground space and facilities similar to the
white schools of the City.

A careful study of the City Plan for the outlying digtricts, such as is
shown on Plate No. 15, will enable the scheool board to anticipate its needs and
make desirable locations for future school sites, and should enable them to
acquire these sltes, together with ample and adequate areas for the play grounds
and school groundg for the future, at a reasonable cost,

RICIONAL PLAN.

We have made a careful study of the region immediately adjoining. and
within five miles of the present City Limits. While the major portion of the
olity plan herein described deals principally with that area inside the City Limits
we have oontinually kept in mind the fact that the present City Limits line is
only temporaery. The interests of the City extend far beyond this imaginary line.
The limits will be extended from time to time so that in all of our studies we have
not considered the City Limits as being the boundaries of any project. This is
evident in the location of parks, fire stations, et cetra, several of waich are
located very near the present City Limite line. Our plans and recommendations,
therefore, are based upon studies which extend five miles beyond the present city
limits line. The territory covered in tris area is siown on the map, Plate No.1l5,
upon which we have shown a complete system of proposed major traffic thoroughfares

and & park and boulevard system. It willbe seen that the plansg for this area

have been worked out without any particular reference to the present City Limits

line.

N AR FATY
¢




f ) Gl ] T =L =, oy e b AL LD ~— I TR By rlu o e e L} WPepl, Iy ELA ‘ P IR Tl T L o o PP - R AALARN - o o - = _ .
e D S i B R S A e A e A TR DA i WL B K Bt Rk T A S BT A RS AT T

378

e
v

This study, showing the location of the various trafficwaye, boulevards, and parks
must of necessity be general in 1ts nature. The exact location of these facilities
will have to be worked out from time to time as the topographlc information and other
features are made aveilable. It will serve as a gulde to future property owners in sub-
dividing their property, &nd to the City Plan Commlssion in its study for approval of
proposed plates. It will enable the Park Board to antlcipate suitable locations and
proper spacing for future parke and boulevards. No attempt has been made to designate
the location of play grounds schools, or neighborhood parks for the reason that this
will depend a great deal upon the character and detail development of each area.

Among other natural conditions with whioch Austin is favored are the many available
scenic driveways within a ghort driving distance of the City, and the intereating
natural features which are easily available. The parkway system for Austin should be
augmented by proper boulevards and soenic driveways to make easily accessible such
natural topographic features as Bull Oreek, Perdenales River -- a typical stream ,
Eamilton Pool, which is reputed to be the orater of an extinct volcano; Weat COave, and
Mount Bonnell, from the top of which & most gorgeous panorama ¢an be viewed. The
driveway on top ©f Mount Bonnell is very interesting, and ig included in the regional
plan. 3Some of the other features mentioned are farther from the City, but the driveways
contemplated can be extended to make them all a part of the ultimete parkway and boule-
vard scheme,

OEZMETERIES.

The present city cemetery, located in the eastern part of the City, is being
rapidly surrounded by residential oconstructions and the present available space fox
burials is being rapidly exhausted. The poesibility of expanding the present cemetery

grounds 1s undesirable for several reagons. The value of the land necessary to increase

the size of the present cemetery 1s too great. The pregence of a cemetery in the resi-
dential seotions is not to be desired.

We are recommending that a new cemetery site be acquired by the City in the
location shown on the regional map, Plate No. 15, about one mile east of the present
cemetery. Thig area is well suited for cemetery purposes and lies adjoining 2 propoaed
large park so that the cemetery ground could be blended into & natural park.

We recommend that a liberal amount of land be acquired so that & modern park
cemetery can be laid out and developed. We further recomrmend that the plans be worked
out 50 that the cemetery would be operated on 8 perpetual care bagigs. This can be done
by setting aside a portion of the sale price of the lots in a truet fund, provisions
being made for the permanent maintenance of such. We would like to see a cemetery laid
out with ample driveways and spacious lots so that 1in the future it could be maintained
and would always continue to be a beautiful park, to be admired By posterity, rather
than a series of graves and tombastones to be fenced in, abandoned, and forgotten after
the gpace has been filled.
= . FIRE STATIONS.

The location of fire etations throughout the City has a very distinet bearing

s o

upon the ¢ity plan. A few years ago the loceation of fire stations, and their distance ' 5

.~ _.',_-.i‘__

from one another, was determined on the basgis of horse drawn equipment. The equipment
today being all motorized can cover greater distances and will permit further spacing of
gtations. Tris fact, however, makees it necessary that such stations be located with

reference to the major thorcughfares so that the equipment can reach all parts of the

City as quickly as possible. It 1s preferable to locate such stations at the intersection
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of two oI more radiasl thoroughfares wherever posasible.

The zoning plans for the City are also very impoTrtant in assisting to
eatablish the location of fire gtations, and will enable the suthorities to pro-
vide sultatle equipment for such stations, depending upon the type of construction
and bulldings to be protected.

The present business district 1s belng served by one fire station, located
on Eighth Street, one-half dlock west of Congress Avenue, Thig one station will
not be adequate to serve the business dilstrict of Austin, and provisions should be
made for an ultimate location of at least two more fire gtations to sexve the
busiress district. One of thege gtations will probatly be found necessary within
a very short time. The second c¢an be postponed gseveral years . The present fire
station on Zighth Street 1s not ideally located. When the two ultimate atations
are taken into account, the very objectlionable steep grade on the street on which
this station fronts would also make a new location for a permanent fire station
much t0 be desired. We are recommending that when the removal of this station is
practiocal, and seriously considered, that a location for same be gought in the
neighborhood of Eleventh and San Jacinto Streets.

It is further recommended that ancother station site be acquired in the
vicinity of Sixth and Red River Streets. This station should be provided in the
not far distant future.

The third station which we recommend to serve the business area could dbe

.located in the vicinity of Brazos Street and First Street. The construction of

thig station can probably be deferxed for several years. Its importance and
ugefulness will be more obvious and essential when the ¢ivic center has been
established, and the railroad tracks have been removed from Third and Fourth
Streets. In east Austin there ig, at present, a fire station on Waller Street and
Firgt Street, and also one on lydia Street near Eleventh Street. These two stations
are very well located and are recommended to be retained, with the possible ex-
c¢eption that the one on lydia Street might be moved to the corner of lydia and
Eleventh, or at the junotion of Eleventh and Rosewood Streets if convenient,

Another pgtation ig recommended on First Street near Perdenales Street, to
be bulilt in the future.

We undergtand that a site for a new station has been obtained near the
intersection of East Avenue and Menor Road. This location is very desiravle and
thig station should be built immediately.

AnotheTr location for a fire station should be secured on Eleventh in the
neighborhood of the present east City Limits. The immediate necessity for the
congtruction of this building ie not pressing.

There is, at present, a gtation on lLavace between Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Streets. We feel that the usgefulness of this station will be very much increased
1f it were moved to a point on Nineteenth near the intersection of Guadalupe
Street. We would not recommend the immediate removal of this station, but would
suggest that in the correction of the oresent jog in Guadalupe Street at Nine-
teenth Street the City might profitably secure a fire station site in the adjust-
ment due to the correction of the jog, so that when the station on Lavace Street
has served lts usefulness, or when it would be desirable to move same, it could
then be located as recommended,

There is, at present, a fire station on Guadalupe Street at Thirtieth
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Street. This loocation is one block removed from the important junction of several

major trafflic streets. It is an old bullding, and we are recommending the removal
of this station to some point whioh would be adjacent to the intersection of
Guadalupe gtreet and Sycemore Street or Twenty-ninth Street. By referring to the
traffic map 1t is easy t0 see that this location is more accegsible to all portions
of the territory to be gerved.

There should be built, immedlately, another fire station in the vicinity of
Forty-first Street and Speedway. This area is well bullt up at present without
adequate fire station protection.

Provisions should be made for the ultimate location of a fire gtation on East
Avenue near its intersection with Thirty-ninth Street.

There is, at present, a fire station located on the Blanco Street near Eleventh
Street. This station serves a distinct need in this neighborhood, but we feel that
ultimately a better location %o serve this aree would be in the neighborhood of TWest
Lyan and Eleventh Streets. This new location will better space the fire stations
to serve a greater area. Thie change of location would not be necessary for several
years, however, _

There is also anothexr fire station on South Qongress near Annie Street. This
station is very well located and we recommend that it be retained in its present
location.

Three other proposed locations are designated on the map as desirable future
locations for South Austin, none of which, with the exception of Travis Heights
Boulevard, and River Side Drive, are very urgent at thig time, -

Several other future locations are noted on the map in West Austin, west of the
present Qity Limits, as being the most degirable location for stations for those
areas when they are needed. -

QONCLUSION.

This City Plan Report deals with many matters and problems, and is 2 compre-
hensive plan covering a program of improvements to extend over a period of many years,
The order in which the improvements are made is not of serious consequernce. The
important thing 1e that each shall be done in such a manner as to fit properly into
its place in the general plan. Some nmatters, of cgourse, for one reason or ancther,
are of more imwediate importance; while the imuwediate accomplishuent of others is
legs urgent.

The careful preparation of any oity plan, and its adoption by the authorities,
does not automatically serve as a panacea for all municipal ills. The plan, itself,
is to be considexred more as an intelligent basis upon which the future activities
of the City's growth should be predicated; and the success 2f same will depend very
materially upon the intelligent detail planning and execution of the various elements,
and the unification of efforts on the part of the officials responsible for the actaal
improvements.

The city plan, to be successful, must firet be widely understood and aporeciat-
ed by the citizens of Austin in generml. Popular appreclation and support will
accomplisgh more than the most vigorous enforcement of a plan adopted by law without
2 thorough understanding on the part of the citizenship. The cooperation of all
the City's varioue interests must be gsecured through an intimate acquaintanceship with

the plan and the purposes thereof. ¥e, therefore, recommend that one of the first

steps to be taken is to thoroughly inform and advise the public of the general plans

to be underxrtaken.

P
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The oity plan is not a spectacular thing per se, and cannot be expected
to continually arouse public agitatisn and enthuslastic support unless it is
thoroughly understood, and continually placed before the public by means of
regular and periodical information regarding the purposes and progress made in

"that direotisn. If the plan is to continue to be effective and productive, it

must be kept free from political manipulations by selfish interests. To accomplish

g

- this it must have the support of 2 well qualified amd interested sponsor, The
Oity Plan Commission and the City Engineer sgshould make it their duty and objective
to keep the ¢ity plan of Austin up to date, and alive in the thoughts and agtivi-
ties of the various interests which are bullding the city.

One of the most useful and important duties of the City Planning Commission
in the general development of this plan, will be to assist in the selection of
sites for the numerous semi-public buildings, suoh as churches, hospitals,
ingtitutions, and the like, and the continual urge and advice that a high-type
of actual development be maintained. We wish to call particular attention to the
matter of construction of bridges which are so often built without particular
reference to their arochitectural appearances. The City Plan Commission through
its intimate knowledge of the location of future parks, parkways, et cetra, should
use its influence to secure proper architectural consideration in the construction
of bridges and such structures especially where they pass through parks, parkways,
and other public property. On Plate No. 17 is shown a suggestion for an ornament-
al type of & concrete bridge which is recommended for the proposed crossing of
Shoal COreek on Twenty-fourth Street. It would be oriminal to build an ugly steol
structure at this point which will undoubtedly be praciically in the center of

one of the most beautiful parks of the City of Austin. Par:zicular attention to

TORLNSAVL ey .

featurea of this kind will enable the City to acquire structures which will de

actually desirable and attractive at a very little extra cost, inastead of having

structures which may later prove very éxpensive to correct.

- The present City Commission of Auastin, fortunately, is heartily in accord

'; with the execution of a proper Clity Plan, It is upon the Clty Commission where
the actual responsidility for the execution of the plan reglly rests. If the
City Commission 1lgnores the recommendationsg of the City Plan Commission, and does
not follow out the general principles of the City Plan, 1t will be extremely
difficult to secure the lasting benefits which are available. It should be the
reoognized obligation of the City Commission, City Manager, and the City Zngineer
to see that'their various actions are in full accord with the City Plan. it should
be remembered that the City Plan is of greater consequence than the fortunes of
any individual or administration. No City Ofricial should so forget his obliga-
tione to his city or his office as to allow personal considerations to take
precedence over the larger aspects of the City's welfare. Through proper co-opera-
tion between the City Plan Commission and other officials, and through thorough-—-
ness of consideration on all subjects, where differences of opinion arise, and

. where falr-mindedness prevails, satisfactory accomplishments will be possible.
Posslibly some of the recommendations herein will, at first, appear to some

people to be extravagant or impossible of accomplishment. Usually this apparent

impossibility ic due to the matter of filnance. These apparently unsurmountable

objections oftentimes develop to be comparatively simple upon a careful study and

analysis of the possibilities. In city planning it is well to keep in mind the

old axiom "Where there ies & will, there is a way’. Through the control of new
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land gubdivisions, especially in the planning of new areas, it will be possible to
accomplish many desired conditions in the ocity plan without material cost. Proper
street widths can be secured through dedication, and, to a limited extent, play grounds,

parks, and pudlio building sites may often be secured by donation or at a negligilble

sum. It is in the readjustment of developed property where the greater expense 1is
incurred. There are numerous ways in which this expense may be defrayed or apportion-
ed in a manner that will make the adjustment thoroughly practical. '

It is not reocommended that city wide bond issues be employed promiscuously in
acconplishing these necesslties; but that an equitable method of agsegsing the
benefitted property owners be worked out in each particular instance, so that all
interengts affected be permitted to bear their pro rata cost of such improvements.

Attention is called to the changing conditions and many things which were con-
sidered extravagant and impossible in the past are now considered ordinary necessities
and gommon-place in the routine of a city's development.

In conocluasion we would urge that your City Plan, when adopted, be zealously
guarded and closely followed, subject to intelligent adjustments due to ohanging con-
ditions; that the public be kept fully informed, at all times, in regard to the
general plan; and that the improvements be carrlied out with a real vision of the
future with the recognition that the City of Austin is to endure and grow for a long
time and that through a short-sighted vision on our part, posterity will be faced
with difficult and more unsurmountable problems than we have had in the past.

Mayor MoFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, on June 28, 1926, W. D. Yett, Mayor of the Oity of Austin, pursuant
to a resolution of the City Council, executed 2 promissory note, of same date, for
§472,18, due December 31, 1926, and payable to the order of R. B, Wright; and

WHEREAS, said note was given for the purpose of refunding certain license taxes
paid by said R. B. Wright for operating an automobile for hire in the City of Austin;
and

WHEREAS, said promissory note was, in due courge of trade and before the maturi-
ty thereof, sold and transferred by sald R. B. Wright to Fidelity Mortgage cbmpany,of
Austin, Texas; and

WHEREAS, sald Fidelity Mortgage Company, as the present owner and holder of said
note, has proposed to settle sume for the fuce value thereof, and to waive all oclaime
for interest thereon sinoe the date of execution, and all attorneye' fees;therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNOIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

THAT the sum of $472.18 be and the same is hereby transferred from the Water &
Light Fund -to the General Fund of the City of Austin, and appropriated out of said
laBt named fund, for the purposge of settling sald note in full; and said purpose a
: warrant for $472.18 shall issue, payable to the order of Fidelity Mortzage Company,
acd seid warrant shall be delivered to sald Company upon its delivery to the City of
said note duly cancelled.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor McFadden,

Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, Y¥; nays, none, Councilmar Reed absent.
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Mayor MoFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, W. W. Adrian is the oontractor for the conatruction of a
bullding for €. P. Knipper and G. C. Seiders, to be situated on the Original
Blook 123, Lot 1, of the Oity of Austin, and desires a portion of the gtreet
abutting said premises during said construction, to be used in the work and
for the storage of material therefor; therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE OITY OOUNCIL OF THE QITY OF AUSTIN:

1. THAT space for the use hereinabove enumerated be granted to saild
W. ¥. Adrian, the boundaries of which shall dbe as follows:

BEGINNING at the southeast corner of lot 1, Block 123;

thence in a gouthwesterly direction to a point 26 feet

8 inches south of the north street line of East 10th

Street; thence 60 feet in a westexrly direction; thence

in a northerly direction to the south boundary line of

Lot 1, Bloock 123; thence in an easterly direction to

the point of beginning.

2. That the above privileges and allotment of space be granted to said
¥W. W. Adrian, hereinafter termed “Qontractor' upon the following express con-
ditions:

(1) That the contractor shall erect and maintain continuously in good con-
dition during the use of 'the streets hereby allotted on the south boundary
of said working space situated on East 10th Street, a walkway at least 3 1/2
feet high to be protected on both sides by a guard rail at least 4 feet in
height.

(2) That the contractor may maintain openings in the working space baxriexr
only on the east and west sides of said working space for the ingress and
egreass of trucks and materizls.

(3) That no vehicles shall be unloaded by the contractor while parked either
on East 10th Street or in the alley adjoining the property on which he is
construoting said bullding, dbut that all of contractor's materials must be
unloaded within the gpace hereby allotted.

(4) That the contractor must remove all fences, barricadea, walks, materials
and othex cocbgtXuctions in the gtreet or alley immediately after the necessity
for their existence in said atreet or alley has ceased, such time to be
determined by the City Manager, and the contractor shall restore sald astreet
and alley to as good condition as same exigted before the use of space hereby
granted to the contractor.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor
MoFadden, Oouncilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, 4; nays, none, Councilman
Reed abgent.

¥ayor McFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Weise Brothers are the contracotor for the construction of a
building for the Salvation Army to be situated on the Original Block 6, Lots 7
and & of the City of Austin, and desire a portion of the street abutting said

premises during said constructlon, to be used in the work and for the storage
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of material therefor; therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

et

1. That space for the use hereinabove enumerated be granted to sald Weise

Brothers, the boundaries of which shall be as follows:
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BIGINNING at & point on the east alley line of the alley
lying between East lgt and East 2nd Streets and Congresas
Avenue and Brazos Street 60 feet south of the south street
line of East 2nd Street; thence in a westerly direction to
a point 6 feet west of the east alley line; thence in a
northerly direction to a point & feet south of the south
line of Eagt 2nd Street; thence in a northeasterly direction
to & point 26 feet 8 inches north of the south line of East
2nd Street; thence in an easterly direction 45 feet; thence
in a southerly direction to the north boundary of lot No. 7;
thence in a westerly direction to the northwest corner of
Lot No. 7; thence in a southerly direction to the point of
beginning,

2. That the above privileges and allotzent of space be granted to said Weise
Brothers, hereinafter termed "Qoztractor", upon the following express conditions:

(1) That the contractor shall erect and maintain continuously in good condition
during the use of the streets hereby allotted on the north and east boundaries of
said working space situated on East 2nd Street, a walkway at leaat 3 1/2 feet high
to be protected on both sides by a guard rail at least 4 feet in height.

(2) That the contractor may maintain openings in tne working space barrier only
on the northwest slde and the east side of said working space foxr the ingress and
egress of trucks and materials.

(3) Thnat no vehicles shall be unloaded by the contractor while parked either on
East 2nd Street or in the zlley adjoining the property on which he is comstruoting
sald building, but that all of contractor's materials must be unloaded within the
space hereby allotted.

(4) That the contractor muet Tremove all fences, barricades, wélks, meterials
and other obestructions in the street or alley immediately after the necessity for
their existence in seid street or alley has ceased, such time to be determined by
the City Manager, and the contractor shall restore sald street and alley to as
good condition as same exigted before the use of space hereby granted to the
contractor.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor McFadden,
Oouncilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, 4; nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.

Mayor MoFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Frank R. Rundell is the contractor for alterations to be made for
George 8. Nalle on the building located on Lot 6, Original Block 70 of the City of
Austin, and desires a portion of the street abutting said premises during saild
construction, to be used in the work and for the storage of materisls therefor;
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE QITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

1. THAT space for the uge hereinabove enumerated be granted to said Frank R.
Rundell, the boundaries of which are as follows:

BEGINNING on the north line of Lot &6, at a point 35 feet
east of the east alley line of the alley lying between
Congress Avenue and Colorado Street, between West 6th
Street and West 7th Street; thence in a northerly direction
26 feet & inches to a point; thence in an easterly direction
85 feet to a point; thence in a southerly direction to the
north line of Lot 6, thence in a westerly direction to the
point of bveginning,
. 2. That the above privileges ard allotment of space be granted to said Frank R,
E Rundell, hereinafter termed “Contractor upon the following express conditions:
| (1) That the contractor shall erect and maintain continuously in good condition
during the use of the street hereby allotted on the north boundary of said workirng
gpace situated on West 7th Street, a walkway at least 3 1/2 feet wide to be

protected on both sides by a guard rail at least 4 feet high.
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{2) That the ocontractor may maintain openings in the working space

barrier only on the east and west sidee of said working space for the ingress

and egress of trucks and materials.

(3) That no vehicles shall be loaded or unloaded by the contractor while
paried either on West 7th Street or in the alley adjoining the property on which
sald alterations are being made, but that all vehicles shall be loaded and
unloaded within the gpace hereby allotted.

(4) That the contractor shall remove all fences, barrioades, walks,
materials and other obgstruotions in the street or alley immediately after the
necessity for thelr existence has ceased, such time to be determined by the City
Manager, and the contractor shall restore said street and alley to as good
condition as same existed before the use of space hereby granted to the con-
tractox.

The above resoiution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor McFadden
Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, 4; nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.

Mayorx quad&en laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Frank R. Rundell iﬁ the contractor for the construction of a
building for Cater Joseph to be situated on the Original Block &, Lots 1l and
12 of the City of Austin, and desires a portion of the street abutting said
premises during said construction, to be used in the work and for the storage
of material therefor; therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THZ CITY OF AUSTIN:

1. That space for the use hereinabove enumerated be granted to sald Frank R.
Rundell, the boundaries of which ghall be as follows:

BEGINNING at the southwesat corner of Lot 11, Block 6;
thence in an easterly direction &4 feet; thence in a
southerly direction to a peint 15 feet 8 inches south
of the north line of East let Street; thence in a
westerly direction 64 feet; thence in & northerly
direction to the point of begianning.

e. That the above privileges and allottment of space be granted to said
Frank R. Rundell, hereinafter termed "Contractortupon the following express
conditions:

(1) That the Qontractor shall erect and maintain continucusly in good con-
dition during the use of the street hereby allotted on the south boundary of
seid work espace situated on East lst Street, a walkway at least 3 1/2 feet
high to be protected on both sides by & guard rail at least 4 feet in height.

(2) That the oontractor may maintain openinge in the working spasce barrier
only on the east and west sides of sald working space for the ingress and egress
of trucks and materials.

(3) Thet no vehicles shall be unloaded by the contractor while parked on East
lgt Street, but that all of contractor's materials must be unloaded within the
space hereby allotted.

(4) That the contractor must remove all fences, barricades, walks, materials,

and other obstructlons in the street after the necessity for their existence in
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sald street has ceased, such time to be determined by the City Manager, and

e e e

the contractor shall regtore said gtreet to as good condition as same existed

before the use of space hereby granted to the contractor.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor McFad-

den, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, %; nays, none, Councilman Reed

absgsent.
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Mayor MoFadden laid before the Qounocil the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Austin Gas Company has presented to the Oity Council tentative maps
or plans showing the proposed construction of its gas mains in the streets in the
City of Auastin hereafter named, and said haps or plans have been conslidered by the
City Council; therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE QITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

THAT Augtin Gas Company be and the same is hereby permitted to lay and con-
struct its gas mains in and under Travis lane and Riverside Drive as follows:

BEGINNING at a point on Travis lane, which point is
16 feet N 598! E. from theé northeast corner of Lot
No. 21 of Woodlawn Addition to the Oity’ of Auatin,
Texas, as shown by a map recorded in Travias County
Deed ﬁeoords. Plat Book No. 3, page 129, said point
being 10 £t. distant from and north of a&an exiating

conorete ourb;

Thence 16 feet north of snd parallel to the south
line of Travig lLane S 84%Y 52' E. 149,55 feet to an
iron stake and poliant of ocurve;

Thence with 2 curving line for a distance of 173.44
ft., said curve having a radius of 234.72 feet and a
central apgle of 42040t and the long cord of which
runs S 63° 32' © ., 170.8 feet to an iron stake and
point of tangency near the Travis Heights Gate Posts
in Riverside Drive.

Thence running & feet north of and paraliel to the o
north face of the south curb of Riverside Drive 8. 42

12' E. to the intersection of the gas main in Alta Vista

Drive.

THAT the work and laying of said gas mains, including the excavation in the
streets and the restoration and maintenance of seid streets after said mains have
been laid, shallbe under the supervision and direction of the City Manager, and
under all the pertinent terma and conditions of the certain franchise granted to said
Company by the City of Austin.

The above Tesolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor McFadden,
Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, ¥; nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.

Mayor McFadden laid before the Qouncil the following:

#Austin, Texaa, March 19,1928,

Mz, Adam R. Johnson,
City Manager,
City.
Dear 38ir:
1 wish to make application for a permit %o install a gasoline pump and under-
ground storage tank at the drive-in filling etation loocated at 1701 E. bth Street.

It is understood and agreed that this installation will be made in accordance with
tne City Ordinance governing such installetion.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd) 8. J. Largon. "

Also the following recommendation of the Safety Committee:

“Auatin, Texas, March 22,1928,

Hon. Mayor and City Council:
Gentlemen:

¥e, your committee on the application of S. J. Larson asking permission to in-
stall and operate a drive-in gasoline filling station at 1701 East 6th Street, make
the followling report:

We, the committee, recommend that this permission be granted, subject to the
following conditions;

1. That all bulildings and equipment shell be placed inside of the property line,
correct lines to be obtained before construction starts, or equipment installed.Lines

and grades %o be obtained from the City Engineering Department for entrances and
driveways, building plans to be approved by the City Bullding Inepector.
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2. That ceiling of that portion of the building that extends over drive-
ways shall be covered with metal. Supports for portion extended over driveways
to be supported by brick or reinforced concrete pillars.

3, That gasoline storage tanks and pumps, and equipment used in connection
therewith shall be of an approved type, and shall bear the labhel of the National
Board of Fire Underwriters. All equipment to be installed in compliance with
City and 8State regulations governing such installations. All egquipment to be
inspected and approved before being placed in service,

4, fThat gasoline pumps and other equipment used in connectlon with the
operation of a gasoline filling station shall be so located that cars receiving
service therefrom will not in any manner obstruct the sidewalk, strect or alley-

'ay -

5. That eleotrio lights only shall be used for lighting purposes, and all
electric wiring shall be done in compliance with regulations governing the wiring
of gasoline filling stations, and shall be approved by the Oity Electrical Depart

ment.

6. Thet "No Smoking" signs shall be displayed at all times, and no person
shall be permitted to smoke or have any open flame on premises where gasoline
is 80ld or atored.

7. That there shall be kept in an accessible place at all times, a chemi-
cal fire extinguisher for emergency use.

8. That provision shall be made to take care of waste oils and water by
having the proper connections with storm or sanitary sewer. Connections to be
made under the supervision of the Oity Engineering Departnment.

9. That a plan of the filling station, showing the proposed location of
pumps, driveways, and methods of dralning away waste water and oils shall be
filedtzith and approved by the City Engineer before the commencement of con-
struction.

In regards the application of Mr. S. J. larson on 1701 East &th
Street, beg to advise that this application should require the restriction that
a oconcrete ourdb shall be built on the property of the owner to separate the
sidewalk traffic from the area way uaed by the customers. This conorete curd
should be not less than 12 inches high and not less than 12 inches wide.
(Sgd) Orin E. Metcalfe,
Oity Engineer.

10. That permission shall be granted subject to the above conditions, and
the present and future rulee and regulations and ordinances of the Oity of
Austin, Texas, applying to or regulating gasoline filling stations, and said
permigeion shall be held to be granted and accepted subject to all necessary,
reggonable and proper present and future regulations and ordinances of the
City of Austin, Texas, in the eanforcement of proper police, traffic and fire
regulations, and the right of revocation is retalned, if, after hearing, it 1ls
found by the City Oouncil that the said S. J. Larson has falled and refused and
will continue to fail and refuse to perform any such conditions, regulations
and ordirances.

(sgd) J: E. Woody,
Fire Chief.

R. F. Rockwood,
Pire ¥arshal

Approved; Orin E. Yetcalfe
Qity Engineer.

(Sgd) Adam R. Johneon,
City Manager, CITY SAFETY COMMITTEE. "
Qouncilman Pannell moved that permit be granted to said S. J. larson,
subjeot to the above recommendations of the Safety Committee and the specinl
recommendation of the City Engineer contained therein. Motion was seconded by
Councilman Mueller, and same prevailed by the followlng vote: Ayes, Mayor McoFad~

den, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, Y; naye, none, Councilman Reed

absent.

Mayor McFadden laid before the Council the following:

"Austin, Texas, March 21,1928.

Mr. Adam R. Johnson,
City Yanager,
City.

Dear 35ir:

I wieh to make application for a permit to erect a drive-in filling
station at the southeast corner of 6th and San Antonlio Streets - such drive-in
filling station to be erected in accordance with all City Ordinances governing
the bullding of eame. .

Very truly yours,

(Sgd) ¥. T. Caswell,
By (Sgd) D. B. Johnson."

-'|"’r. i
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Also the following recommendation of the Safety Committee;

e et L e e m e R m e e

"Austin, Texas, Maroh 22, 1928.

Hon. Mayor and City Council:

Gentlemen:

We, your committee on the application of W. T. Caswell asking permission to
install and operate a drive~in gagoline filling station at 6th and 9an Antonio Streets

make the following report:

We, the committee, recommend that this permiseion be granted, subject to the
following conditions:

1. That all buildings and equipment sheall be placed insoide of the property line,
correct lines to be obtained before construction starts, 0r equipment installed,
Lines and grades to be obtained from the Oity Engineering Department for entrances
and driveways, building plans to be approved by the City Building Inspector.

2. That ceiling of that portion of the building that extends over driveways ghall
be covered with metal. Supports for portion extended over driveways to be gupported
by brick or reinforced conorete pillars.

3. That gasoline storage tanks and pumps and equipment used in gonnection there-
with shall be of an approved type and shall bear the label of the National Board of
Fire Underwriters. A4ll equipment to be installed in compliance with City and State
regulationg governing such installations. All equipment to be inspected and approved

befoxre being placed in servige.

4. That gasoline pumps and other equipment used in connection with the operation
of & gasoline £illing station shall be o located that cars receiving service there-
from will not in any manner obstruct the sldewalk, street or 2lleyway.

5. That electric lights only shall be used for lighting purposes, and all electrie
wiring shall be done in compliance with regulations governing the wiring of gasoline
£11ling stations, and ghall be approved by the Qity Rlectrical Department.

6. That "No Smoking" signs shall be displeyed at all times #nd no person shall be
pormigted t0 smoke or have any open flame On premiges where gasoline is sold oz
stored.

7. That there shall be kept in an accessible place at all times, a chemical fire
extinguigher for emergency use.

8. That provision shall be made to take care of waste oils and water by having
the proper connections with gtorm or sanitary sewer. Oonnections to be made under
the supervision of the Oity Engineering Department.

9. That a plan of the filling station, showing the proposed location of pumps,
driveways, and methods of draining away waste water and o0ils shall be filed with and
approved by tkhe City “ngineer before the commencement of construction.

10. That permisgion ghall be granted subject to the above cwonditions, and the
present and future Tules and regulations and ordinances of the City of Austin, Texas,
applying to or regulating gasoline fllling stations, and said permission eball ve
held to be granted and accepted subject to all necessary, reasonable and proper
present and future regulations and ordinances of the Jity of Austin, Texas, in the
enforcement of proper police, traffic and fire regulations; and the right of
revocation is retained if, after hearing, 1t ls found by the City Council that the
said W. T. Caswell hag failed and refused, and will continue to fail and refuge to
perform any such conditions, regulations and ordinances.

(Sgd) J. E. Woody,
Fire Chief.

R. F. Rookwood
Fire ﬁarahal

Approved:
Orin ET. Metcalfe,

(Sgd) Adam R. Johneson, City Engineer.
City Manager.
CITY SAFETY COMMITTEE.

Councilman Mueller moved that permit be granted, subject to the recommendations
of the Safety Committee. Councilman Steck seconded the motion , and same prevailed
by the following votée: Ayes, Mayor McFadden, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck,
4; nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.

Councilman Steck moved that the expense account, in the amount of $4.50,
incurred by City Manager Johnson, Fire Chief Woody, and Superintendent Water Lines
Davis, in a visit to San Antonio on official business, be approved and ordered paid.
Motion was seconded by Mayor McFedden and same prevailed by the following vote: Ayes,

Mayor McFadden, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, Y4; navs, none, Councilman

Reed abgent.
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Mayor McoFadden laid before the Councll the following resolution:

WHEREAS, the improvements on Lot 40, Outlot 19, Division "D", were
assessed at $2,365.00 for the year 1927 against O. A. Lelsering; and

WHEREAS, it appears from attached Petition No. 21 that the valuation of
$2,365.00 wag excessive;

Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE QITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

That the above valuation be changed from 82,365.00 to $2,115.00, and the
Assessor and Qollector be and he ig heredy directed to change his rolls ascord-
ingly.

The abvove rescolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor
McFadden, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, %; nays, none, Councilman
Reed absent.

The Mayoxr laid before the Oouncil the following resoclution:

WHEREAS, on Assegsment No. 7627, Lot No. 1, Block 1, J. E. Bouldin
Addition , was assessed against ¥. J. McMaster for the year 1927 at a valuation
of $195.00; and

WHEREAS, it appeare from attached Petition No. 27 that said valuation
was excessive;

Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

That the above assessment be changed from £195.00 to $100.00 , and the
Ageessor and Collector be and he ig hereby ingtructed to change his rolls
acocordingly.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Aves, Mayor
MoFadden, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, %; nays, none, Councilman
Reed absent.

Yayor McFadden lald before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, on Assessment No. 11587, personal property was assessed
againgt H. T. Knape in the amount of 813,300.00 for the year 1927; and

WHEREAS, it appears from Petition No. 22, hereto attached, that said
valuation was exceseive,

Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COQUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

That the valuation of said property for taxable purposes for the year
1927 ve changed from $13,300.00 to $£9,835.00, and the City Tax Assessor and
Collector be and he is hereby lnastructed to correct his rolls accordingly and
to teke credit therefor. '

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor
McFadden, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, 4; nays, none, Councilman Reed
abgent.

- Mayor YMcFadden lald before +<the Council the following resolution:
WHIREAS, on Assessment No. 6455, improvements on Lot 4, Block 43,
Plat No. 11, were assessed egainst C. ¥. Krelsle in the amount of $11,040.00
for the year 1927; and
WAZREAS, it appears from Petition No. 19, hereto attached, that said

veluation wag excessive,




Thereforse,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE OITY OOUNQIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:
That the valuation on said improvcments be changed from $11,040,00 to $6,400.00,

and the Oity Tax Asséssor and Qolleator be and he is hereby inmtruoted to ocorreot his
rolls accordingly, and to take oredit therefor.

The above rosolution wae adopted by the following vote; Ayes, Mayor MoFadden,
Qounoilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, 4; naye, none, Qouncilman Reod abaent.

Hayor MoFadden lald before the Qounocil the following regolutions

WHEREAS, on Assesament No. 6795, a Dodge truck was assessed egainst 0.0.Lindahl
for year 1927 at a valuation of $300.00; and

WHEREAS, it appears from Petition No. 23, hesreto attached, that sald valuation
waa exceasaive;

Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE QITY OOQUNOIL OF THE OITY OF AUSTIN:

That the valuation on eaid Dodge truck be ohanged from §300.00 to $60.00,
and the Oity Tax Assessor and Qollector be and he is hereby instructed to correot his
Tolle aocordingly, and to take credit therefor.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor MoFadden,
Councilmen M¥ueller, Pannell, and Steok, 4; nays, none, Oouncilman Reed absent. |

Mayor MoFadden laid before the Oouncil the following resolution:

WHEREAS, personsl property wae assessed, on Assessment No. 1068, againet
Isstc Bledsoe at a valuation of $10,855.00 for the year 1927; and

' WHEREAS, it appeare from Petition No. 10 that eaid valuation was exocessive,

THEREFORE, |

BE IT RESOLVED BY THZ CITY OOUNOIL OF THE QITY OF AUSTIN:

That the valuation of said property for taxable purposes for the year 1927
be changed from §10,855.00 to §9,260,00, and that the 0ity Tex Assessor and Qolleotor
be and he is hareby instructed to oorreot his rolls mcoordingly and to take oredit
therefor,

The above resclution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor MoFadden,
Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, 4; nays, none, Counoilman Reed absent,

Mayor MoFadden moved that the following ordinance, entitled, "AN ORDINANCE
PROHIBITING THE STANDING OF INTERURBAN MOTOR BUSSES UPON THE STREETS AND PUBLIQ
PLAQES OF THK OITY OF AUSTIN, AND PROVIDING A PINALTY", whioh had been introduced at
the last regular meeting and laid over, be withdrawn., MNotion was seoconded by Qoun-
cilmun Mueller, and same prevailed by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor Mofadden,
Jouncilmen Kueller, Pannell, and Steck, %; nayas, none, QGouncilman Reed absent.

Mayor MoFadden then introduced the following amended ordinance;

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE
SUSBES UPON THE GTRESTS AND.
AUSTIN, AND PROVIDNG A PENALTY .

The ebove ordinance was read the first time and laid over.

Mayor MoFadden laid before the Council the following ordinance, which had
been read at last regular meeting and laid over:

AN ORDINANCE AUENDING AN ORDINANOE
FHEN TAXgs DUR ME GITY OF AUSTIN
THAT SIS SHALL THSREAPAZR BEAR
INTERZST, ASSISSING A PENALTY FOR
DEIFAULT THIREAFTER, AND REPEALING

ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLIOT WITH
THIS ORDINANCE.

LN IEL A 1 A LR
e .

LAY, sews .
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The ordinance was read second time and Oouncilman ¥ueller moved that
the rule be guspended and the ordinance passed to its third reading. Motion
was seconded by Qouncilmen Stecx and same prevailed by the following vote:
Ayes, Mayor MorFadden, Councilmen Xueller, Pannell, and Steck, 4; nays, none,
Councilman Reed absgeént.

The ordinance was read the third time and Councilman Mueller moved that
pame be finally passed. Motion wae seconded by Councilman Steck and same
prevailed by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor MoFadden, Councilmen Mueller,
Pannell, and Steck, 4; nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.

Mayor MoFadden laid before the Council the following communication from

the Austin Dam, Ine. :

"Austin, Texas, March 22,1928.

TO THE MAYOR AND OITY COUNCIL,
Austin, Texas.

Gentlemen:
On the 10th day of Marck, 1928, the Austin Dam, Inc. received through

the mail a copy of the Resolution passed by Your Honorable Body on March lsat,
1928, demanding that it complete the Dam on the Colorado River, and its
appurtenances, and begin to use the rights and privileges granted by, and
perform the obligations expressed in, & Franchise granted to William D.
Johnson; and that it show whether or not it ¢ould and would proceed to the
use 0f such Franchise and privileges; and notifying it that in the event of
its failure or refusal, within thirty days therefrom, to proceed to the
specific performance of the sald Franchigse=-0ontract, or satisfy the (ity that
it is able and willing, and will, within a reasqnable time, proceed to carry
out and complete the work provided for in said Franchise, the 0ity Attoraney
of the City o; Austin should ingtitute proceedings in the proper court, for the
purpose of annulling and setting aside all of the rights and privileges granted
the gaid William D. Johnson and his aseigns, to eonstruct, operate, and main-
tain said Dam, eto.
Thie Company is further advised that prior to the passage of said

Resolution, and upon the formal request of the City Council, the Honorable
J. Bouldin Rector, City Attorney, and the Honorable Ike D. White, a member of
the Austin Bar, after a thorough investigation of said Franchise~Contract, and
conaslderation of the facts and aircumstances attending the execution of sald
Contract, as well as those that have transpired since its exeoution, submitted
written opinions to the City Qouncil, holding that said Johnson Franchise was

7 a valid and subsisting contract, and that the City of Austin, as well as the

. Austin Dam, Inc. as successor to the rights of the sald Johnson, and his

} assigns, were severally bound and obligated by its terms and provisions.

As you are aware, the rightas and properties now owned 8nd held by the

Austin Dam, Inc. were acquired on the 9th day of May, 1922, at a foreclosure

sale ordered by the Honorable Duval West, Judge of the United States District
Court for tkhe Western District of Texas, Austin Division,in cause #292-In
Zquity, styled the New York Trust Company, et al. vs. the City Water Power
Compeny, et &l, wherein complalnants sought and obtained a foreclosure of &

lien on the rights and properties secured to the said William D. Johnson and

(]
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;;;igﬁa;-uﬁder the ¢ontract aforementioned, created by a deed of trust executed to
secure the payment of certain bonds and obligations lssued to the owner by complain-
ants, in which default had been made in the performance of certain covenants and
conditions contained in gatd deed of trust and bonds.

You are further awarc that in said proceedings the City of Austin, by inter-
vention, voluntarily made itself a party to sald cause, and on various and sundry
grounds alleged in its Plea of Intervention, and by an appropriate prayer sought to
cancel and annul sald Contract, and all rights; privileges and franchiges granted and

secured to the said William D. Johnson, and his assigns, thereunder,.
You are further aware that in disposing of said Plea and Intervention, and in

denying the relief sought by the City of Austin, it was adjudged and decreed by said

Honorabtle Court as follows, to-wit:

"It having been demonstrated , and it appearing to the satis-
faction of the Court that it was, and 1g, impracticadble, if

not impossible, for the Defendant, Clty fater Power Company

to complete said Dam, aceording to the plans and speoitioationa
furnished by Defendant, the Oity Water Power Company, and
approved by the Defendant , City of Ausetlin, 1t 1s ordered,
adjudged and decreed that the delay of the sald Defendant,

City Watex Power Oompany, in completing said Dam was eéxousable,
and it is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that the
Defendant, City WMater Power Company, and the purchaser or
purchasers of sald Dam, its appurtenanoes and property, sold
under the decree, are éntitled to a reasonable time after sald
sale within which to carry out the termsg and provisions of said

franchise.

That the prayer of the City of Austin, in its Ccrose complaint
herein, that the said Ordinance-Contract existing between the
City of Austin and the City Water Power Oompany, hereinbetore
referred to, should be decreed to be annulled, be, and the
same is hereby denied, and its prayer that the rights, privi-
leges and franchises contained in said QOrdinance granted to
the said William D. Johnson, and by sald Johnson assigned to
the City Water Power Company, be forever held at naught, be,
and the same i1g, hereby denled. "

You are further aware that in reserving jurisdiotion in said cause for the
purpose of making a final disposition of ¥all questions, issues, matters and things®
not thereby disposed of, it was ordered, adjudged and decreed as follows, to-wit:

“All questions, issues, matters and things not hexreby disposed
of, including the discharge of the Receiver, and the statement
and settlement of his accounts, are hereby reserved by the Court
for its further adjudication, and any party to thia cause may

at any time apply to this Court for further relief at the foot
of this decree, in respect to the matters not herein gpecifically

provided for.*

0f neceasgity, the very learned and reputable Attorneys, mentioned above, after
a full investigation and careful coneideration of the law and facts with reference
thereto, in adviging you that in their opinion the so-called Johnson Franchise was
a valid and subsisting contract, and that the City of Austin, and the Austin Dam, Inc.
were geverally bound and otligated by its terms and provisions, concluded that "a
reasonable time after said eale within which to carry out the terms and provisions
of saild Franchige" allowed by the terms of the decree quoted above to the purohaceer
or purchasers at the foreclosure sale therein ordered, had not expired, and that
under the circumetances, notwithstanding the "terms and provisions of said Franchige"
had not been carried out, no act or acte had been ocmlitted or committed by the Austin
Dam, Inc. which in thelr opinion would entitle the City of Austin to declare or seek

a forfeiture of tre rights, privileges and francrhises which they found were vested

EIETNE N TP F B R A

in the Austir Dam, Inc.

In these circumstances, the Austin Dam, Inc. respectfully submits to Your
Honorable Body that the action taken in passing sald Resolution was ill advised, and

in violation of the spirit, if not the letter, of the decree rendered in the cause
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mentioned above; and that the thirty day period allowed this Company in which
"to proceed to the specific performance of said Franchige-Contract, or satisfy
the City that it ig able and willing, and will within a reasonatle time proceed
10 carry out and complete the work provided for in said Franchige", and that
upon its failure or refusal so to do "the City Attorney of the City of Austin
should institute proceedings in the proper court, for the purpose of annulling
and getting aside all of the rights and privileges herctofore granted ssid
William D. Johngon and his assigns, to construct, operate and maintain said
Dam, and furnish the power produced by said Dam to the City of Austin, and
further to take over the Dam aﬁd 1;a appurtenances, in satisfaction of damages
sustained by the City of Austin on acocount of the breach of said Contraot", was,
and is, arﬁitrary and unreasonable, and gzrosaly inequitable, in that it appears
that the passage of such Resolution was the first notice or demand made by the
City of Augtin of this Oompany that it complete said Dam and appurtenances in
accordance with said Johngson Contract; and in that no effort or attempt has
been made by the City of Austin to agree with this Compary upon any revision or
modification of the plans and speoclifications approved by the Qity of Austin,
referred to in said decree, and which by the express terms of said decree were
declared to be "impracticable if not impossible" of performance.

And this Company further submits that the enforcement of said arvitrary
and unreasonable notice and demand would result in spoliation and confiscation
of its properties, rights, privileges and franchises, which were expressly
vested in it as a purchaser at said foreclosure sale by the terms of said decree
and were expressly recognized and declared to constitute valid and subsisting
rights by the Honorable City Attorney of the Oity of Austin immediately prior to
the passage of said Resolution, to which this Company could not be expected to
submit, and to which it will not submit, until after it has exhausted all legal
and proper means of protecting and preserving its rights in the premises.

Thig Company has not been unmindful of its obligations under the Johnson
Qontract. Soon after it became the purchager at said foreclosure sale, it
undertook an intensive study of the problems and difficulties to be overcome in
the completion of gaid Dam and sppurtenances, a8 contemplated by said Contract.
On investigation it found that while its predecessors in title'had expended
large sum® of money and had practically completed said Dam, and had installed
the hydro electric equipment provided for in sald Contract, as the result of
conditions beyond thelr and its control, portions of said Dam and structures
had been destroyed, and the whole foundation had become insecure, 8¢ that it
was ilmpossible %0 make sald Dam and structures reasonably permwanent without an

expenditure of the same, if not & greater, sum than had already been expended

by ite predeceseors.

it G P API

That it further found that, due to the obgtructlon in the River, caused
by said Dam while intact, and the parts that remained, debris, silt, sand, etc.

hed accumulated in the River atove the Dam in such quantities as to greatly

R R N

impaeir, if not destroy, the storage capaclty in the Lake that it was anticipated

would be created and maintained as the result of the Dam when the Johnson Con-

tract was executed.
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That it was further found, because of the seasonal character of the stream,the
extreme drouths prevalent in that section, and the destruction of the storage capacity
in said reservoir, that the power that could be developed through said Dem and appur-
tenances would generate far less electrical power and energy than was, or could have
been anticipated by the parties at the time said contract was made; and that, in
eddition thereto, the requirements of the City of Austin for electrical power and
energy greatly exoceeded the amount then required, or any amount that could have been
reasonably anticipated, and that, therefore, said City would be compelled to provide
and maintain su¢h generating oaﬁ&oity as would be required to meet its maximum
demand. '

Upon examination of sald Contract, it was found that in consideration of the
payzments to be made by the City of Austin specified therein, Johnson and hig assigng,
among other things, guaranteed that there oould be developed through sald Dam and
appurtenances sufficient power to generate 2 minimum amount per month of electrio
energy, and that in the event such minimum amount o{ energy was not generated during
any given month, that there ghould be oredited on any sums due and owing by the City
of Austin a sum equivalent to 1.8l cents per kilowatt hour of such deflclit, provided
that in the operation of said plant, and in order to get the maximunm power, the City
of Austin should draw down or reduce the level of the Lake created by said Dam to the
maximum of 18 feet. That because of the accumulation of debris, silt, sand, eto. it
would be physiceally imposeible for the elevation of sald Lake éo be effectively
lowered more than 10 feet, and that if it were lowered tc thle maximum, from time to
time, and particularly during the dry seasons, said lLake would be completely drained.

That it was further found that if the maximum power that could be developed
through a dam and appurtenanceés constructed, maintained and operated, as ocontemplated
by the Johnson Contract, were developed and converted into electrical power and
energy, that the cost of such electrio power and enrexrgy to the Qity of Austin, under
the terms of said Contract, would be in excess of the reasonable value of such
electric power and energy, and in excess of the cost 8t which such power and energy
could be procured from gourc¢es now available.

That in these circumstances, and in an earnest desire to co=operate with the
City of Austin in working out a revision or modification of the Johnson Contract,and
particularly of the plans and specifications upon which said Damx should be constructed,
which would be to the mutual benefit of all parties concerned, and partioularly which
would save, in part at least, the large expenditures made by this Company, and its
predecessors, in a bone fide effort to perform and carry out the terms of sald
Contract, this Company, as it understands, in accordance with the wishes and desiree
of the Qity of Austin, granted to the Texas Power & Light Company &n option to
purocnase ilts properties, rights, privileges and franchisee, and from time to time

extended said option, with the underatanding end agreement that the Texas Power &

Light Company would immediately avail itself of its highly skilled and experienced

englineers in meking a thorough, careful and technicel investigation and survey of

seid Dam and structures, including all of the avalilable data pertaining to the flow
of the Colorado River, with the view of determining and recomrending, irn collaboration
with the City of Austin and ite Znzgineers, some feasible and practicable plan of
rehablilitation of gaid Dam and Structures, and of performing and carrying out said

Contract in such a way as would be of mutual benefit to all parties csncerned, and,
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particularly, as would supply to the City of Austin, at a reasonadble cost, and
in any event at a cost less than 1lts cost of production through an lsclated
plant, of such electric power and energy as would be required for the operation
of ita eleotire d&igtribution.

In thig spirit, and for this purpose, this Company kept itself adviged
from time to time of the investigation and study being made and conducted by
the Texas Power & Light Company and its representatives, and particularly of
the negotiations and discussions between the representatives of that Company
and yourselves, and predecessors in office, and were advised that on the 30th
day of June, 1926, an Ordinance had been passed by your predecessors in office,
wherein the Texas Power & Light Company had agreed to acquire by purchase the
rights, privileges and franchises of this Company, and to proceed, wlthirn a
limited time to the rehablilitation of said Dam, structures and appurtenances,

' and to supply, at the price stipulated, for a term of twenty-five years, from
its interconnected transmission system, said hydro electric generating station,
and the Qity's steam plant, all of the electric power and energy required by
the City of Austin for the operation of its electric distribution systenm.

That it was later advised that, at your request, its proposal to your
predecessors had been withdrawn, and sald ordinance had been repealed, with
the sssurance that negotiations would be resumed between yourselves and
representatives of said Company, in an effort to work out a more satisfactory
pian for the rehabilitation of said Dam and structures , and supply of
eleotrioc power and energy to the City along the general lines submitted in the
origzinal proposal of said Company, and provided for in said Ordinance.

This Company is further advised by the Texas Power & Light Company, and
itas representatives, that, notwithstanding it has stood ready and willing to
resume said negotiations, and to make a reasonable agreement under whic¢h it
would undertake to rehabilitate said Dam and structures, and to supply all of
the electric power and energy at reasonabdble rates, that would be required in
the operation-of the Oity's electric distribution system, and to use its best
efforts and skill in reoconstructing said Dam, structures and appurtenances, at
& cost of approximately $1,000,000.00, and provide a lake that would be
available for use by the City of Austin and its citizens for resort and
recreational purposed, your Honorable Body has refused to resume sald negotia-
tions, or to consider any plan tfor the rehabllitation and completion of said
Dam and structures, other than that provided for in said Johnson Contract.

, You are further advised that it, by approprlate resolution, reasonable
time ia allowed for an investigation and determination of whether or not it
ﬁ would be practicable or possible to complete seid Dam according to the Johnson
* Contract, this Company stands ready and wiling, elther to make or cause to be
made such investigation and study, in & bona fide effort to ascertain if such
completion is practicable or possible; but candor compels it to say that from

the investligation and research already made, and from knowledge gained through

experlence, which was not available at the time the Contract was made, and
because of conditions which have subsequently arigen, without the fault of anyone
that in its opinion it is neither desirable nor practicable to complete gald

Dam and structures according to the Johnson Contract, and that such completion
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would be contrary to the best interests of the City of Austin,

WHEZREFORE, this Company respectfully prays that saild resolution, notice
and demand be rescinded, and that in any event the time therein stipulated be
extended for one yecar, or for such reasonable time as your Honors mey deem proper
in the premises; and, in no event, that steps be taken to cancel or annul the

rights, privileges and franchises now held by this Company.

Respectfully yours,
AUSTIN DAM, INC.

By (Sgd) Guy A. Collett,

lLocal Representative., ¥

The above communiocation was read and ordered filed.

Councilman Mueller moved that the Council recess, subject to call of the
Yayor. Motion was seconded by Councilman Steck and samé prevailed by the following
vote: Ayes, Mayor MoFadden, Oouncilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, 4; nays, none,
Councilman Reed absent. '

The Council then recessed.

Approveg:::;> //%;}Zl ‘“ﬂfz:f-‘

REGULAR MEETING OF TRE CITY COUNCIL:
Austin, Texes, March 29, 1928.

The Meeting was called to order by the Mayor. Roll call showed the following
memberg present: Mayor ¥cFadden, Councilmen Mueller, Panrell, and Steck, 4; absent,
Councilman Reed.

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and Councilman Steck moved the
adoption of same. Motion was seconded by Councilman M¥ueller, and same prevalled
by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor lMcFadden, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and
3teck, 4; nays, none, Councilman Reed ebsent.

The Meyor laid before the Council for its second reading the following ordi-

nance;

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE
STANDING OF INTERURBAN MOTOR
BUSSES UPON THE STREETS AND
PUBLIC PLACES OF THE CITY OF
AUSTIN, AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
Tre atove srdinaznce was read the second time and laid over.
Lkayor McFadder laid before the Council the following cormunication from the

President of the Zoard of Trustees of the Auetin Public Schools:

"jAuetin, Texes, Uarch 26, 1922.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council,
Austin, Texas.

Gentlemen:
The Board of the Austin Public Schoole at a special meeting held this day,




