
Agenda Questions/Responses
March 02, 2006

8. Please provide a report on what other Texas and peer cities to Austin have offered as
incentive packages over the last 24 month. Include types of deals, specific deals and
terms. (Council Member Lee LcffingwcU)

The following information is attached:

1) Incentive Memo
2) Peer City Incentive Report
3) Peer City Incentive Graphic

59. (Council Member Raul Alvarez and Council Member Kim combined questions)
What arc the signage requirements under the smoking ordinance?
The operator of a public place shall conspicuously post a "No Smoking" sign, the international
"No Smoking" symbol, or other sign containing words or pictures that reasonably prohibit
smoking.

Does the proposed ordinance include any signage requirements?
No.

Are there any penalties for any violations of the requirements outlined in the ordinance?
The proposed ordinance does not itself provide a specific penalty. TJrulcr City Code Section 1-
I -99, a violation of an ordinance may carry a fine of up to $2.000. Council may choose to set
.specific fines or limits for selected offenses. For penalties regarding Food Rule violations, see
#6 below.

What violations of the requirements constitute violations of the health code?
"If there are specific kinds of violations of the health code that have a corresponding penalty
(fine), could a violation of the proposed ordinance be classified under an existing category of
violations?
- No provision of the Food and Food Handler's Ordinance currently establishes a specific
violation with a corresponding penalty. For offenses that are prosecuted with regularity at
Municipal Court, a fine schedule may establish a standard amount.

*'If the proposed ordinance does not create a violation under an existing category, what
changes would be required to establish penalties for violation of the proposed ordinance?"
- Should Council wish to set a fine for violations concerning dogs in food establishments, it
may specify the amount or limit.
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Docs the proposed ordinance specify that participating restaurants must have an outdoor
entrance to the patio?
The ordinance requires that "access [toj the outdoor dining area [be] directly from the exterior
of the food service establishment"....

If a restaurant does not follow the rules (dogs on tables, not on leash, etc.) what will
happen to them? Will they lose a point on their health inspection? Are there any fines for
repeat violations?

It is a critical violation on the inspection score and points will be deducted. If an establishment
violates the City Code, charges may also be tiled in Municipal Court and may result in fines
and fees up to S2.000.
For an ordinance specific to allowing dogs on patios, we would follow-up for all required
corrections and if the operator refuses, Municipal Court charges maybe filed.

65. The back-up states that the current site plan is for a commercial use and that the
applicant changed the use to residential. The applicant has stated that this has always
been a residential project. What is the basis for staffs position that the current site plan
is for a commercial project? (Council Member Raul Alvarez)

A subdivision application was filed in 1995 and approved in 1996 which specified commercial
development on this property. Because the property was outside the city limits at the time, the
applicant was required to place a note on the plat restricting the use to non-residential
development to avoid paying parkland fees. The note did leave the door open for residential
development by stating that no residential use would be allowed unless parkland fees were
paid. When the site plan for condominium development was tiled in 2001. the applicant did
pay parkland fees. However, in staffs opinion the original project proposed was commercial,
and there was a change in the project when the site plan application for the condos was tiled.
Therefore, if the site plan expires, the applicant cannot grandfather the project back to the date
of the plat and will have to comply with current regulations.
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TO: (

FROM: J l i B . \ l , S . \ f I T I l , N r . \ N A C ; i - R ( ) l : l ' ( : u N C ^ M I i ; n i ' V I ' ] . 0 ] ' M ] - N T

StmjKCT: r i ' f ^ K r i ' I ^ ' l ' X X i N t

DATE: I ; I - B H L ' A R V 2 S . 20H6

CC: SUi: I'l

Please find information your office requested regarding incentive packages in other, cities
around Texas in this response. This information represents incentive packages crafted in the
listed cities and details the type of packages, investments, companies, and terms common in
Texas. The list represents 24 months of data beginning in February of 20U4.

As you can see, .Austin does far fewer packages than other cities but the packages Austin lias
facilitated tend to be larger in dollars. This is due in part to our high lech economy and the.
cost of doing business in this economy. And, Samsung is by far the largest deal in the
history of Austin incentive packages and one of the largest projects in the country. I've also
attached a chart depicting the number of incentive packages crafted by these, cities since
1991 and compared that to the number of incentive packages crafted by ihc City of Austin
during the same time period for your review.

Please let me know if you have questions or comments regarding this material.

Thanks,

Jubal Smith
Manager of Kconomic Development
City Hall, 2nd Floor
974-6381
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