Zoning Public Hearing AGENDA ITEM NO.: Z-8
CITY OF AUSTIN . AGENDA DATE: Thu 12/01/2005
RECOMMENDATION FOR COUNCIL ACTION PAGE:1ofl

SUBJECT: C14H-05-0020 — Griffith-Wright House - Conduct a public hearing and approve an
ordinance amending Chapter 25-2 of the Austin City Code by rezoning property locally known as 700
West Avenue from downtown mixed use-conditional overlay-central urban redevelopment (DMU-CO-
CURE) combining district zoning to downtown mixed use-conditional overlay-historic-central urban
redevelopment (DMU-CO-H-CURE) combining district zoning. Historic Landmark Commission
recommendation: To grant downtown mixed use-conditional overlay-historic-central urban
redevelopment (DMU-CO-H-CURE) combining district Zoning. Zoning and Platting Commission
recommendation: To deny downtown mixed use-conditiona! overlay-historic-central urban
redevelopment (DMU-CO-H-CURE) combining district zoning. Applicant: Historic Landmark
Commission. City Staff: Steve Sadowsky, 974-6454.

REQUESTING  Neighborhood Planning DIRECTOR'S
DEPARTMENT: and Zoning AUTHORIZATION: Greg Guemnsey

RCA Serial¥: 10572 Date: 12/01/05 Original: Yes Published:
Disposition: Adjusted version published:



S 'ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-05-0020 HLC DATE: August 22, 2005
: September 26, 2005
ZAFP DATE: November 15, 2005

AREA: 10,901 square feet —— = ' T
APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission

HISTORIC NAME: Griffith-Wright House

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF FROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 700 West Avenue
. ZONING FROM: DMU.CO-CURE  TQ: DMU-CO-H-CURE

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from downtown mixed use, conditional overlay, central urban redevelopment (DMU-CO-CURE)
district to downtown mixed use, conditional overlay, central urban redevelopment — Historic
(OMU-CO-H-CURE) combining district zoning.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTJON: Awgust 22, 2005: Initiated a historic
zoning case. Vote: 6-0 (Leary absent). September 26, 2005: Recommended a zoning change
from downtown mixed use, conditional overlay, central urban redevelopment (DMU-CO-CURE)
district to downtown mixed use, conditional overlay, central urban redevelopment - Historic
(DMU-CO-H-CURE) combining district zoning. Vote: 4-1 (West opposed; Hansen and
Limbacher absent).

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended denial of a zoning
change from downtown mixed use, conditional overlay, central urban redevelopment (DMU-CO-
CURE) district to downtown mixed use, conditional overlay, central urban redevelopment -
Historic (DMU-CO-H-CURE) combining district zoning. Vote: 7-0.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is listed as a Priority 2 in the Comprehensive
Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: December 1, 2005 ACYTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 157 2'° 3% ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association



STAFF: The ca. 1900 house is significant for its architecture and its associations with Dr.
Frank Lyman Griffith, an early Austin physician and surgeon, and with Arthur C. Wright, a pioneer
typesetter for the Austin American and the editor of the University Press at the University of Texas.

ARCHITECTURE

The ca. 1900 Griffith-Wright House is a one-and-a-half story ﬁ'ont-gablcd frame house with a
projecting cutaway front bay, full-width inset porch, and triple windows in the tympanum of the front
gable; additions and apartments to the north and rear. The house is a good example of vernacular
Victorian architecture in its configuration, use of the cutaway front bay, and shingled front gable
tympanum. Vernacular Victorian houses were carpenter-built (rather than architect-designed)
versions of the larger Queen Anne-style houses popular among the upper classes, and were designed
for middle class families. They generally employed a simpler floorplan and simpler ornamentation,
but employing many of the design features common in Queen Anne houses, such as cutaway bays,
leaded or stained-glass window transoms, and ornamented gables and porches. The porch on the
Griffith-Wright House may have been modified over time, and does not retain its original supports;
all other features of the house remain intact.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
The first occupant of the house was Dr. Frank Lyman Griffith, a prominent physician and surgeon

. specializing in homeopathic healing, who lived here from 1900 through 1914. Homeopathic
medicine is a course of treatment which involves stimulation of the body to heal itself. After Dr.
Griffith and his family moved to Bellevue Place in 1914, the house was occupied by Arthur and
Alma Wright, Arthur Wright was the first typesetter for the Austin American newspaper, beginning
work there in 1911. He taught printing at the University of Texas, and became the manager of the

. University Press in the 1920s, a position he held for almost 30 years. The Wrights lived in this house
from 1916 to 1927, The Wrights shared the house with several other people. It is unclear whether
they created apartments in the house or had boarders. R. Walter and Maude Davis owned the
property after the Wrights — they are shown as the occupants in the 1930-31 directory. Davis listed
his occupation as a rancher or farmer in the directories of the 1930s, and the Davises shared the
house with other adults while they lived there as had the Wrights. The 194445 directory is the first
to show separate apartment addresses for the house. The owner of the property did not reside here
until Harvey A. Smith purchased the property in the early 1950s. Smith created an additiona}
(fourth) apartment in the house and lived there at least until 1970, He was a clerk for the IRS until
1958, then listed his occupation as a printer in the City Print Shop afterwards. Smith apparently built
8 apartments to the rear of the house in the 1950s, but there is no city building permit on record.

PARCEL NO,: 01070003080000 - DEEQBEC_Q@ Vol. 13144, Page 91 (1998)

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The South 90 feet of Lot 6, Outlot 1, Division E, J.H. Robinson
Subdivision.

- ANNUAL CITY TAX ABATEMENT: $891 (Income-producing rate).



APPRAISED VALUE: $536,286' ==
FRESENT USE: Multi-family residence
CONDITION: Good |
PSF Development 1 Lid.

606 West Avenue

Austin, Texas 78701

DATE BUILT: ca. 1900
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Apartment additions of unknown date.
 ORIGINAYL, OWNER(S): Frank Lyman Griffith (1900) B
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:

None
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ca, 1900
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"~ OCCUPANCY HISTORY
700 WEST AVENUE

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

August, 2005 .
1970 A No refurn
B Marcos and Mary Sanchez
No occupation listed
C: Gregory M. Farias
Lab technician, Trinity Engineering Testing Company
D Harvey A. and Janet Smith, owners
Printer, City Print Shop
Also, rear apartments 1-8 )
1966 A Maud A Smlth
. Retired
- B Vacant
C: Matilda Maldonado
Student
D: Harvey A. Smith, owner
Printer, City Print Shop
Also, rear apartments 1-8
1962 A Nancy M. Pietsch
_ Operator, Enfield Beauty Salon
B: No return
C: Alvin E. and Helen Knoll
Salesman, Rainbo Baking Company
D: Harvey A. Smith, owner
Printer, City Print Shop
Also, rear apartments 1-8
1860 A Robert Schandua
Unit controller, Cabaniss-Brown, fumiture and appl:ances 201
E.5™ Street

B: Dorothy J. Russall
Instructor, Nixon-Clay Commercial College
C: Joseph and Odell Plant
Painter
D: Harvey A. Smith, owner
Printer, City Print Shop
Also, rear apartments 1-8




1859

1858

- 1857

. 1955

16853

1852

Harvey A. Smith, owner

" Printer, City Prinf Shop

Mrs. Mary Smith
No occupation listed
(Listed as apartment "A")

_ Rear: David and Nellie Rousseau

Student

Robert D. and Velma Byram
Warehouseman
(Listed as Apartment “C")

Harvey A. Smith, owner
Printer, City Print Shop

Harvey A. Smith, owner
Clerk, intemal Revenue Service

Erich and Zina Eeck
Clerk, Calcasieu Lumber Company

Harvey A. Smith, owner
Clerk, Internal Revenue Servlqe

Erich and Zina Eeck
Clerk, Calcasieu Lumber Company

A Erich and Sinaida Eeck
Clerk, Calcasieu Lumber Company
Also listed is Aame Eeck, a UT student
Harvey A. Smith, owner
Clerk, Intemal Revenue Service
Wilson Munley
No occupation listed
John and Lillian Kusenberger
Salesman

Maurice Richardson

Registrar, Tlliotson College
Harvey A. Smith, owner

Clerk, Internal Revenue Service
Joan Reimers

Clerk, State Highway Department
Harry N. and Helen Wisniewski
Student, University of Texas

o Q = »



1849

1847

1944-45

1842

1640

A Bertie Walker -
Widow, Willlam Walker
No occupation listed
Marvin E. Walker
Elevator operator, Driskill Hote!
Chester and Florence Depew
-‘Meaat cutter, Austin Meat Company

NOTE: Harvey A. Smith Is not listed in the directory.

A William and Birdie Walker
No occupation listed
B: Edward and Jo Ann Picton, Jr.
Student, University of Texas
C: Homer and Peggy Hibler -
Proprietor, Smith-Hibler Company, general insurance and bonds,
402 Littiefield Building

A Cecll and Affie L. Hibner

No occupation listed

Delma L. Shepherd

Supervisor, Southwestem Bell Telephone Company
C.  John W, and Janis Schnelder

Manager, McNamara Bakery

Maude Crenshaw
Widow, Emmett Crenshaw

Beulah Shepherd
No occupation listed

Cecil and Affie Hibner
Cecil: No occupation listed
Affie: Cashier, Hungry Man’s Sandwich Shop, 118 % W. 6" Strest

Arthur and Bessie DeHart _
Salesman, Ponca Wholesale Mercantile Company, wholesale cigars

Samuet W, and Willle Taylor
Operator, Austin Street Railway Company

Ceclil C. and Affie Hibner
Cecll: No occupation listed
Affie: Waiter

. Maude Crenshaw

Widow, E. Quitman Crenshaw
No occupation listed



1937

- 1835

1932-33

1930-31

1929

1027

1924

Mre. Maud C. Davis
Widow, R. Walter Davis
No occupation listed

R. Walter and Maude Davis
Farmer

—

R. W. and Maude Davis
Ranchman

William F. and Maurice Clarke
No occupation listed

RW and Maud Davis, owners
No occupation listed

Martin J. And Annie Bloomquist
Embal!mer, C.B. Cook

J.B. and Wanda Moreland

~ Bookkeeper, Texas Public Service Company

Fantly P. and Willie Hall
Cashier, Nationa! Biscuit Company

Howard C. and Nell Martin
Bookkeeper, G. Flury Advertising Company

R.W. and Maude C. Davis
No occupation listed

Hugh A. and Annie Walker
Traveling salesman

Emanue! and Anne Kastenbaum .
Salesman, Dave Geliman - The Leader, dry goods

Arthur C. and Alma Wright, owners
Manager, University Press

Edgar G. and Edna Hoppe

'Clerk, Internal Revenue Service

Arthur C. and Alma Wright, owners
Manager, University Press, University of Texas

Cecil and Dorothy Whalley
Classer, W.E. Allison Company, cotton brokers



1922

1820

1918
1816

1914

1912-13
1910-11
1809-10
1506-07
1905

Ll

1803-04

Arthur C. and Alma Wright, owners
Manager, University Press, University of Texas

John R. and Jeanette Reld
Secretary, State Board of Examiners, State Board of Education

-—£mil J. and Lillie Hammann |

Service manager, Crockett Auto Company

tvan and Mary isbell
Bookkeeper, Western Unlon Telegraph Company

Mabel Kemp .
Widow, George Kemp
Clerk, Griffith Drug Company

Arthur C. and Alma Wright, owners
Instructor, Mechanics of Printing, and manager, University Press,
University of Texas

Arthur C. and Alma Wright, owners
Printer

Arthur C. and Alma Wright, owners
Printer, Austin American

Dr. Frank Lyman Griffith _
Physician and surgeon (homeopath), offices at 103 W. 8™ Street

NOTE: Arthur Wright s listed as a printer for the Austin Statesman, living
at-4102 Avenue G

Dr. Frank Lyman Griffith
Physiclan and surgeon, offices at 103 W. 9™ Street

Dr, Frank Lyman Griffith -
Physician and surgeon, offices at 103 W. 8™ Street

Dr. Frank Lyman Griffith
Physiclan and surgeon, offices at 103 W. 8™ Street

Dr. Frank Lyman Griffith
Physiclan and surgeon, offices at 103 W. 8" Street

Dr. Frank Lyman Griffith
Physician and surgeon, offices at 103 W. o™ Street

" Dr. Frank Lyman Griffith

Physician and surgeon, offices at 103 W. o Street



1600-01 Dr. Frank Lyman Griffith ,
Physlclan and surgeon, offices at 103 W, 8" Street

1898-89 Address not listed
NOTE: Dr. Griffith Is listed as a physiclan and surgeon with offices on W.
o™ Street, but lived at 209 E. 2™ Street.
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When A.' wr #sians suv: down at
his lnotype machine tn set the
words of sports eolumnist Damon
Runyan, '.l'hc Austin Amcrlcln was
on its way, ™

Thore words by nunnn wars the

Tvery ﬂrct put In s for - The
‘|American, first htlyupq of which

cept that less than 18 points {not
writing echaracters).

members with pride that
Job with what they had,

Jnow retived {o his home it :m.'.%
IRlo Granda Street, set maun
Jlother line of typs after thl{ day
and The American went on to
merge with the older Statesman
and become one of the - leadiug
‘|newspapers of the state.
‘| Wright, wha gerved 20 years as
Jmenager of the University of Texas
Press befors retiring, Jooked over
the bright, spacious new Ameri-
can-Statesman plant the other day
and thought back tp those ‘days at
the old Stateaman and American
), He worked at The Stateamsn
Jfirst, beginning Jan. 2. 1911, The
‘[Statesman then way located whera
the Paramount Theater now stands
‘land behind It was a livery stable.

“Rais s half & yard long climbed
aver oir feet while we wncked,”
Wright recalls with a smile. “And
that foul afe . , . "

The problem wamn't Tais when
ha moved up the street to the
brand new American. The prob-
fem there was starsoiypers. The
composing rnom was on the gecond
floor, se that took care of the rat

rablem pretty well, but the stereo-

pers Burned off their metal with
;Hraxs and rnner and the stench
| came  siraight up the elevator
ijehaft to 1.!\0 composing room,

“Sometimes we had to quit work
and leave the composing room it
.|sot 8o bad,” he remembers.

That's a far ery from the offi-

*) elent melting pots with sperelal ven-

' tilating hoods and the huge, well.
.Iventllated, air conditioned compos-
Jng Toom of todlr » American-
Statesman.

Thers were headaches aplenty iIn

p|uetting out that first American
, with only {ive Jinotypes and & scar-
zicity of ether squipment to match,
,§ Wright remembers, in faet, that
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