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Thursday, May 25, 2006

B+ Back
Public Works
RECOMMENDATION FOR COUNCIL ACTION

Subject: Authorize negotiation and execution of a professional services agreement with
PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF QUADE AND DOUGLAS, INC., Austin, TX, for providing
professional planning services for Transit-Oriented District Station Area Planning, In an amount
not to exceed $450,000.

Amount and Source of Funding: Funding Is available in the Fiscal Year 2005-2006 Capital
Budget of the Neighborhood Planning and Zoning Department. - - .<,--... , -..-. *. .

Fiscal Note: A fiscal note Is attached.

For More Information:
Prior Council Action: The Council approved the Transit-
Oriented District Ordinance on May 19,2005. The Land Use
and Transportation Committee reviewed the Station Area
Planning Scope of Work in September 2005.
Purchasing Language: Best qualification statement of eight
received.
MBE/WBE: 20% MBE and 15% WBE subcontractor
participation.

Additional Backup Material

(dtek to open)
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In November 2004, voters residing within the boundaries of the Capital Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (CMTA) service area approved a 32-mile Northwest Commuter Rail line
connecting the cities of Austin and Leander. Commuter rail is scheduled to begin service in 2008.

In May 2005, the Austin City Council approved a Transit-Oriented District (TOD) ordinance. The
ordinance defines TOD boundaries for five commuter rail stations and one bus rapid transit park
and ride facility within the City of Austin, establishes interim development regulations and goals
for affordable housing within the TODs, and defines general parameters for a Station Area
Planning process.

The City of Austin Issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) seeking a consultant team to
develop Station Area Plans for the areas surrounding the TODs in December 2005. Eight firms
submitted proposals and three firms were short-listed and interviewed. The recommended
consultant has extensive national and International experience with Transit-Oriented
Development and Station Area Planning.

This request allows for the development of a professional service agreement with the
recommended firm. Anticipating additional future TODs, the Scope of Services referenced up to
six commuter rail stations along the rail line and up to three bus rapid transit stations. Staff
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recommends maintaining flexibility to incorporate additional Station Area Plans Into the
consultant's contract as new TODs are designated by the City Council not to exceed the number
of stations Identified in the Scope of Services or available funding. If additional scope of work in
conjunction with the station area plans arise, we wilt return to City Council for additional
authorization.

Should the City be unsuccessful in negotiating a satisfactory agreement with the recommended
firm, negotiations will cease with that firm. Staff will then return to Council and request
authorization to begin negotiations with the alternate recommendation listed below.

Notification of issuance of a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for the subject services was sent to
222 firms on December 22,2005. The RFQ was obtained by 62 firms, and eight firms submitted
qualification statements. None of the firms were certified M/WBE firms. Of the eight firms
evaluated, three firms were short-listed and Interviewed. Interviewing of the short-listed firms
results in the following recommendation.

Participation subgoals stated in the solicitation were 1.7% African American; 0.5% Hispanic; 4.7%
Asian Americans; 14.2% WBE. Both the recommended firm and the alternate firm provided an
M/WBE Compliance Plan that met the goals of the solicitation and was approved by the
Department of Small and Minority Business Resources.
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ALTERNATE FIRM: gQMSDESIGN.GROUE - Total Participation:
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