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RECOMMENDATION FOR COUNCIL ACTION

ITEM NO. 67

Subject: Approve a resolution supporting the U.S. Conference of Mayors and the National Recreation and Park
Association in helping to advocate for and implement the new "National Agenda for Urban Parks and Recreation'

Sponsor: Mayor Will Wynn

Co-Sponsor 1: Council Member Lee Leffmgwell Co-Sponsor2: Council Member Brewster McCracken
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RESOLUTION NO. 2006

WHEREAS, there are thousands of urban parks in the nation's

communities that help to enrich the lives of Americans everyday and there are

206 Austin urban parks, 12 preserves, and 26 greenbelts £hat help to enrich the

lives of the thousands of citizens of Austin and'fihe^surrounding metropolitan
K

area everyday; and

WHEREAS, urban parks provide countless\ social, health and

environmental benefits for the residents of the nation's\communities, such as
-rf$M Sfck X'̂ Fjaggs' ^r'W Kir

helping to reduce air pollution, protecting communities from flooding, providing

a safe place for children to play aruHlearnf andiproyiding a place for healthy
^ K J o r J

, i
recreation, physical activity, andjfamily gatherings; and

WHERE^Swthe^ustWfEarks and Recreation Board on behalf of the
«» T^"1"^— 'i*k V JUI.J^TI^TL.

citizens of Austin?has^lbng recognized the important benefits of urban parks andj-fcHt-^a4*'r:Rj»F ° ~wy r r

^^ >UTOlv ^
has used its best efforts^'tpj^/ocate for ongoing investments of local parks; and

WHERM4.Si^thefincreased demand for park space and recreational

facilities in Austin^together with our aging park infrastructure, has resulted in a

situation where our local park system has been unable to keep pace with the

tremendous costs of making the needed repairs, improvements and upgrades;

and



WHEREAS, the National Recreation and Park Association has recently

estimated that funding for local parks and recreation is predicted to fall $38

billion short of meeting basic needs over the next four years; and

WHEREAS, despite the clear and important benefits of urban parks to

the health and welfare of the nation's communities,.ancUa ̂ demonstrated need for

more funding, in recent years the federal government has^failed to provide

adequate funding for the nation's urban parks; and

WHEREAS, in May 2006, representatives of the'rlargest urban park andJ * •*
recreation systems in the United StatesggMiered togetheriin Chicago for an

"Urban Parks Summit" to create a new national^agenda for urban parks and

recreation, and a new compact^mqng federal,]st_ate, and local governments,

along with citizens groups, private foundatftms^d businesses; and

P
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WHEREASlthe new national agenda for urban parks and recreation is
glĵ  ^fjr

premised uponlduFgiiiding principles and beliefs, as follows:

1) Urbanlparks must continue to promote health and wellness:
/ t't ,,;'-,'*. ViJ * '

V *"^f^^V ^f«$?

2) Urban paYMSnist^continue to stimulate community and economic
X i

 Ln
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development',

3) Urban parks must continue to protect the environment; and

4) Urban parks must continue to educate, protect and enrich America's

young people; and



WHEREAS, the new national urban parks and recreation agenda calls

upon the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to provide

increased federal funding for urban parks in the nation's communities, in

exchange for a commitment from state and local governments to match the

federal funds dollar-for-dollar; and

WHEREAS, this new urban parks agenda; which isipfejnised upon these

four guiding principles and a renewed commitment by/all levelsfof^gove'rnment
- Ifcr.BHjJ;;' <&»' ~|Sjl~"%jf!!*J'!l?

to invest in the nation's communities by investinelintparks. will help* to protect
J . ^1? ~rP^S!!%, r

and ensure the countless value of urban parks for generations to; come; NOW,
r °

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITl|̂ OlJNCli|(5F THE CITY OF AUSTIN:
•gK«%$&% *&£•' ,W; s>: "•'"

That theijgity of Austiiijrecognizes tne* invaluable role of urban parks and

recreation servf&sSo.the AustinJoommuriity: and
^X^-4. "tl&Sh. ^Sttteffi-i^ffi^ ^,& * f

That (Eity Councilfendpjfses the new "National Agenda for Urban Parks

and Recreation" adopted fat the Urban Parks Summit in Chicago in May 2006,
'|T! **£?%, •* .Jks - °

and recognizeslthei^nfieal importance to the nation's communities of abiding by
""^ î̂ ^J ÎM^**'̂  "

the four guiding principles for urban parks adopted at that Summit; and

That the City will support the U.S. Conference of Mayors and the

National Recreation and Park Association in helping to carry out a national



advocacy effort to implement the new "National Agenda for Urban Parks and

Recreation".
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