
MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

Mayor and Council e 
Michael L Personett, Interim Director ,~· 1/LJ..r-n •r~ 
Watershed Protection Department / ' 

TO: 

DATE: July 23, 2018 

SUBJECT: Atlas 14 Activities- Code Amendment Process and Public Engagement 

As a follow up to the June 14, 2018 memo on Atlas 14 Activities, the Watershed Protection 
Department is proposing code amendments to address our new understanding of flood 
risks based on Atlas 14. This includes significant revisions to the definition of the 100-year 
regulatory floodplain, simplification of floodplain regulations, and introduction of new 
ways to incentivize redevelopment in the floodplain while also reducing flood risks. The 
process to amend city code regarding our floodplain regulations formally began with 
Planning Commission's approval on July 10. 

A key element of the code amendment process is a public engagement and education 
effort to inform the community of our new understanding of flood risks and to gather 
feedback on the code amendment process. Within the next week, informational postcards 
will be mailed to approximately 13,000 property owners and utility account holders within 
the current 100- and 500-year floodplains containing information about the process and 
ways for the public to get involved. A copy of each mailing is attached to this memo. We 
anticipate the postcards will generate a significant amount of questions from the 
community, some of which may be directed to you and your staff. We have the following 
methods for residents to pass along their questions and concerns: 

On the web: www.AustinTexas.gov/Atlas14 

Email: Atlas14@AustinTexas.gov 

Phone hotline: 512-974-2843 

In the week following Planning Commission's approval, two stakeholder meetings were 
held in addition to an Environmental Commission briefing. The process continues with 
additional stakeholder meetings and public hearings in August. 

This is the first proactive step that we are recommending in what will be a multi-year 
process of adapting current policies, programs, and future capital flood risk reduction 
projects to the new understanding of flood risk. Additional explanation of the 
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recommendations and the code amendment process is found in presentation materials 
located on our Atlas 14 website.  In the meantime, if you or your staff have questions or 
would like a more in depth briefing please contact Kevin Shunk, P.E., CFM, Managing 
Engineer,  WPD Watershed Engineering Division at Kevin.Shunk@austintexas.gov or at 
(512) 974-9176. 

cc: Spencer Cronk, City Manager 
Assistant City Managers 
Department Directors 
 



CITY OF AUSTIN-WPD 
Orinda Pennini-WPD 12th Floor 
PO Box 1088 
Aust in, TX 78767 



Please be aware that you may be at risk from floods. 
We recommend that you: 

Learn about your risk of flooding. 

Contact your insurance agent about flood insurance. 

Make a flood safety plan. 

Tenga en cuenta que puede estar en riesgo de inundaclones. 
Recomendamos que: 

Aprenda sabre el rlesgo de lnundaci6n. 

Llame a su agente de seguros sabre el seguro contra inundaci6nes. 

Tenga un plan de seguridad de inundaciones. 
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