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CCCN Aus;tin: Our Evolution

® ® ® ®
2016 2017 2018 2020
Austin receives City adopts Focus on Outdoor Five focal
strategic Children’s Learning strategies with
planning & Outdoor Bill of Environments (OLE!), addition of
implementation Rights & begins Green School Parks, Nature Smart
grant from collection of Youth Leadership & Libraries

CCCN

nature deficient
area data

Nature Play
strategies




: City Goals

Strategic Direction 2023

Meeting Health & Environment, Culture &
Lifelong Learning Outcomes

PARD Long Range Plan Imagine Austin
Creating complete
communities through livable
and sustainable places

Increasing park and
nature access,
activating spaces

Other City Depts Climate Equity Plan

Aligning with Public Health, Helping to create green job
Watershed Protection, pathways, carbon reduction,
Transportation Dept. goals and healthy natural systems




Our
Website

The new CCCN Austin Story Map
has interactive features for each
of our five strategies.

Maps also display the locations of
our Green School Park, OLE!, and
Nature Play sites.

Children's Outdoor Bill of Rights
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Cities Confiecting Children to
Nature Austin

Cities Connecting Children to Nature aims to provide abundant and
equitable access to nature in urban Austin.




$252,526

Leveraged for CCCN efforts in FY21




COBOR
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AUStI n @ The Parks and Recreation Department, along with

° 9 dozens of partner organizations, created the Austin
Children’s

Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights (COBOR) in 2016
[ ]
Outdoor Bill
of Rig hts @ In 2017, Austin City Council unanimously voted to

pass the COBOR with the support of more than
1,000 citizens, key partners such as Austin
Independent School District, and Mayor Steve Adler.

@ We believe Austin has a vested interest in ensuring
all children in our city have the opportunity to
connect with the natural world and help create the
next generation of environmental stewards who will
conserve Austin's quality outdoor space.




Our Results

2021 Signatures

Total Signatures
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BIELARIGHTS

In which children of all ages, backgrounds,
and abilities have the right to:

Climb a tree
Catch a fish
Picnic in a park
Hike a trail
Ride a bike
Splash in a creek or river
Discover plants and wildlife
Play in the sand and mud
Gaze at the night sky
Chase a firefly
Plant a seed and watch it grow
Hatvest and eat @fruitior vegetable

Understanding that research shows children who learn and play in nature
are healthier, happier and perform better in school, we enthusiastically
support this Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights.
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Children in Nature
G ive of Austin

Learn more at www.austintexas.gov/cccn




Our
Strategies




Our

. Youth Leadership
Strategies

Green School Parks

Outdoor Learning Environments
(OLE!) Austin

Nature Smart Libraries

Nature Play
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YOUTH LEADERSHIP

® Newest tri-chair member is a youth
® Continued co-facilitation of meetings with youth

® Awarded $10,000 through C&NN as a part of the Youth Development Cohort;
the majority of funding will go towards compensating youth to participate
in monthly meetings, events & other opportunities.

® Youth members were accepted to present at the Texas Children in Nature

Summit in Fort Worth. They will be creating a youth driven presentation &
supporting as many youth as possible to attend & present at the event.
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GREEN SCHOOL PARKS

e Map created that shows all Green School Park locations
e Outdoor classrooms installed at six joint use campuses (Pickle, Odom, Cook,
Andrews, Pecan Springs and Oak Springs) in partnership with Austin Parks
Foundation and Austin ISt as COVID-19 response effort
e Green Administrator Cohort developed in partnership with EcoRise and
Austin ISD to support green campus initiatives
e Completed year two of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation grant,
studying the impact of green infrastructure installed as part of the GSP
program. New conclusions include:
. COVID-19 pandemic associated with a 46% and 62% decrease in the
number of girls and boys at joint-use parks
s During COVID-19 pandemic, 60.6% of girls and 73.6% of boys were not
social distancing, and 91.8% of the time no children wore masks
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Walkable Greenspace Map

Map created that shows nearby walkable nature spaces for AISD
campuses as a COVID-19 response effort, an effort highlighted in Green

Schoolyards America website.
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https://austin.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=c425a9875c1342bba1783207d082d578&extent=-97.7554,30.2576,-97.6882,30.2978

Sanchez Green School Park Design
P
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ark, a preliminary design was created for the space.
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Based on community engagement conducted for Sanchez Green School

Summer 2021

' Nature Discovery
. Accessible connection
and outdoor learning area
’ Shade and
understory trees.
Future Phase
Wildflower meadow
and cisterns.
. Outdoor learning area

(replace exercise equipment)




Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Grant - Initial Findings

Maximum heat index reached at sites within Barrington School Park, September 16-30 2019

Playground Playground Basketball Court
without Shade: under Tree Shade: under Shade Structure:
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OUTDOOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
(OLE!) AUSTIN

® Created map to display all existing and planned OLE! Austin sites

® Conducted research with University of Texas undergraduate
student on effectiveness of Growing Up WILD workshops

® Created child friendly native plants of Texas flyer that details what
qualifies a plant to be a child friendly plant, shows photos of
common examples, and provides chart with names and sensory
qualities of each common plant found in Texas
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Child Friendly Native Plants Flyer

Outdoor learning environments (OLEs) stimulate the diversity of children’s play
experience and contribute to healthy development. Plants offers a variety of
experiences and by

their senses, loose parts for
creative play, and encouraging children to crawl, jump, and tunnel as they connect

to the natural cycles around them.

This flyer is intended to help parents, educators, and designers select plants that

can be used to enhance learning es in OLEs, cl

, and
backyards. The plants highlighted are approved for childcare licensure and balance
qualities that engage children with plant selection and care practicalities.

Child Friewdly
Native Plants of Texas

Sensory: Create a rich sensory experience by incorporating varied textures,
scents, colors, and sounds

TEXAS

PARKS &
WILDLIFE

. & secret places to hide and exciting
pathways to investigate, while drawing children into the space with the
movement of waving grasses and the flight of butterflies

Building Materials: Provides countless materials and loose parts to incorporate
into creative play and create structures for exploration or relaxation

Easy Care: Low maintenance needs or low water requirements

. Tolerates
capable of regenerating under rough treatment

losing parts, or physically

OLE| Texas s an initiative of the Texas Department of State Health Services in partnership with other st
organizations across Texas. For more Information and a full partner listing, visit dshs.texas.gov/ole.

s Nursery & Landscape Assoclation - Landscape Guide: tnlaonline.org/best-of-texas-landscape-guide
Parks and Wild ac doors: tpwd.texas. d
Texas Department of Agriculturs
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

rm Fresh Ch resources;
- Dig Deeper: wildflower. Al

g
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Child Friendly Native Plants

Common Name
ANNUALS

8ee Balm

Pursiane

PERENNIALS

Gregg's Mistflower
Lance-leaved Coreopsis

Turk's Cap
lerusalem Sage

Inland Sea Oats

Gulf Muhly

Mexican Feathergrass
Little Bluestem

SHRUBS/TREES
American Beautyberry
Red Yucca
Texas Sage
Redbud
Texas Persimmon
Little Gem Magnolia
Bur Oak

Scientific Name

Monarda didymo
Portulaca oleracea

Canoclinium greggil
Coreopsls lanceolata
Malvaviscus arboreus
Phlomis fruticosa
Salvia gregait

Salvia leucantha
Tecoma stons

Chasmanthium latifolium
Muhlenbergia cappillaris
Nassella tenuissima

Schizachyrium scoparium

Bignonia copreolota
Phyla nodiflora

Callicarpa americana
Hesperaloe parvifiora
Leucophyllum frutescens
Cercis conadensis
Diospyros texana
Magnolia grandifiora

Quercus macrocarpa

sensory

V.E
V.5
TV.5E
3 A
V.S

TV H
T,V,H
TV
TV

Interaction &
Movement

Building

Materials F2Y Care

Play, P, H, B
PH
P
PH
PH
Hide, P, H

M
Hide, high M
High M
Maze edging

Play, S
P
Play
Hide, H, 8, 5
Play/hi
Play/hide
Sit under

Durability

D, DR, Cn

HT
HT, Cn




Bergstrom Tech Center OLE! Site

Austin Public Health Bergstrom-Tech childcare center designed to meet
OLE! principles.



https://docs.google.com/file/d/10gJBTsOAYPduDvqy0ZphVZb00cTZhjsP/preview
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NATURE SMART LIBRARIES

e Completed Natureness Intersectionality Inventory across the
Library System to identify nature-readiness and needs to
support nature-based progromming.

e Used demograophic data and community assessments to
identify priority neighborhoods in which to focus initial Nature
Smart Library efforts.

Introduced nature-based programming content for youth.
Implemented Seed Library Progrom across the System.
Piloted Story Walks installation at select libraries.
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NATURE PLAY

PARD's first official Nature Play Space opened at Walnut Creek Metro Park,
including the Fairy Pavilion, re-homed from the Wildflower Center’s
Fortloandia exhibit.

Helped coordinate installation of additional Fortlandia exhibits at Austin
Nature & Science Center and the Hike and Bike trail.

Developed a procurement process for securing and storing large logs and
tree pieces for nature play installations and programming.

Created Nature Play Guidelines to assist the design, installation,
maintenance, and management of nature play spaces.

Developed final design for MLK Station nature play space based on
community engagement efforts.

Created map to display all existing, planned, and temporary nature play
spaces.




Nature Days at Walnut Creek

Site activation at the new Walnut Creek Metro Park nature

playground is taking place with Earth Native Wilderness
School hosting four free public nature events,




Our Team




Meet the Team

Melody Alcazar Julia Hill Sarah Kennedy
Program Coordinator, Program Coordinator, AmeriCorps VISTA, Park
CCCN Austin CCCN Austin Planning, Austin Parks

& Recreation Dept.




City Partners

Municipal Court
Sherry Statman, Presiding Judge
Mary Jane Grubb, Clerk

Office of the City Auditor
Carrie Stokes, City Auditor

CITY OF AUSTIN RESIDENTS

Austin Code
José Roig

509 ga!ar

Austin Police
Joseph Chacon*

Austin/Travis County
Medical Director
Dr. Mark Escott

Austin/Travis County
Emergency Medical Services
Ermesto Rodriguez

Downto

Austin
Community Court
Pote Valdez

Forensic Science
Or. Dana Kadavy

Homeland Sect

&
Emergency Management
Juan 0

HEALTH &
ENVIRONMENT

CULTURE &
LIFELONG LEARNING

Assistant City Manager
Stephanie Hayden-Howard

Office of the City Clerk
Jannette Goodall, City Clerk

Austin En
Jackie Sargent, General Manager

Austin Wates
Greg Meszaros, Director

T

Law Department
Deborah Thomas, City Attorney*®

City Manager
Spencer Cronk

ERNMENT THAT
ORALL

MOBILITY

Building Services
Darrell Alexander

[

Financial Services
Ed Van Eenoo

Animal Services
Don Bland

|

Kimberly Olivares™

-
Aviation
Jacqueline Yaft

Austin Parks & Recreation
Kimberly McNeeley

Carol Johnson

I Civil Rights

Austin Public Health
Adrienne Sturrup*®
Austin Public Library
Roosevelt Weeks
Austin Resource Recovery
Ken Snipes
Sustainability
Lucia Athens

Homeless Strategy Dﬁcﬂ

Dianna Grey

Center of Excellence Human Resources
& Innovation Joya Hayes

Corridor Program
n Relations Implementation
Brie Franco Mike Trimble
Labor lhllliups Fleet Mobility
Deven Desai Jennifer Walls

Communications & I
Public i
Jessica King”

Communications &

chnology Management
Chris Stewart

Equity
Brion Oaks
Innovation
Daniel Culotta®

Information Security Police Oversight
Shirley Erp Farah Muscadin

Watershed Protection
Jorge Morales

Austin is a beacon of

Budget Project Connect
Kerri Lang® Annick Beaudet

| Capital Contracting I Public Works

Rolando Fernandez Richard Mendoza

Controller
Marija Jukic*

Purchasing
James Scarboro

Telecommunications &
Regulatory Affairs
Rondella Hawkins

Treasury
Belinda Weaver

needs and

OUR VISION:

social equity,

where diversity and creat
values are recognized; where leadership comes from its community members; and where the necessities of life are affordable and accessible to all.

ty are celebrated; whe

STRATEGIC DIRECTION

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
& AFFORDABILITY

Assistant City Manager
odney Gonzales

Austin Convention Center
Trisha Tatro”

Development Services
Denise Lucas

Economic Development
Sylnovia Holt-Rabb*

Housing & Planning
Rosie Truelove

Real Estate Services
Michael Gates*

Small & Minority
Business Resources
Edward Campos*

Chief Recovery Officer
Veronica Brisefio*

* Interim role

6-2021




Local Partners

Lady Bird Johnson

§Wildﬂower URBAN
%ﬂ‘ center PATCHWORK

AUSTIN

PARTNERS FOR EDUCATION,
AGRICULTURE & SUSTAINABILITY

GO! AUSTIN/iVAMOS! AUSTIN

UTHealth

The University of Texas
Health Science Center at Houston
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Do you have any
questions?
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AUSTIN
PARKS
RECREATION

Connect with Us

http://austintexas.gov/CCCN

@ melody.alcazar@austintexas.gov

@ julia.hill@austintexas.gov

Cities
Connecting
Childrento
Nature

AUSTIN, TX




