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Q&A from the Artist Information Meeting held on September 16, 2015
Q:  Should the ten images be of your work?
A:  Yes. It should be clear to the selection panel who is applying for the project.  This includes submitting images that represent the individual, or team, who is applying.
Q.  What is meant by “technical expertise” which is listed under Evaluation Criteria?
A:  Technical expertise refers to a technical understanding of the materials with which an artist works.  It also refers to an artist’s ability to execute a work of art in a high-quality manner.  Note: you can include non-artists/fabricators/designers on a team.
Q.  Can you apply as a team with someone who has work in the AIPP Collection?
A:  Yes, as long as the team (as a whole) does not already have more than two permanent commissioned works in the collection.
Q.  Is it okay if a team member is not a U.S. citizen?
A:  Yes. However, at least one team member must be a U.S. citizen and resident of the Austin metropolitan area. 
Q.  Can water be included in the design of the artwork?
A:  No. Due to ongoing drought restrictions, water features are not allowed.
Q.  Is this commission meant to be a permanent installation?
A:  Yes. One of the goals of the project is to create a work of art that is made of durable, low maintenance materials that are suitable for exterior applications.
Q.  How should team members submit their resumes?
A:  We recommend creating a single pdf file that includes all team members resumes.  Please limit each resume to 4 pages.  Be sure to clearly label each resume with artist’s name and contact info.
Q. How do teams apply using www.PublicArtist.org?
A:  There are two ways to apply as a team: create one account and upload a single file that includes all resumes and ten images representing each team member’s work OR create multiple accounts and the team lead “invites” the other team members to join the application. Either way, teams are limited to ten images total. For technical assistance, contact Public Artist at info@publicartist.org or 210-701-0775.
Q.  How do emerging artists demonstrate “ability to successfully execute public art projects of a similar scope?”
A:  Past experience for emerging artists could include studio projects with similar budgets, proof of collaboration, or work in public space.  Applicants do not need to have completed a percent-for-art commission to be qualified.
Q.  What is the difference between a team member and a sub-contractor?
A:  If you are applying as a team, it is important to define each team member’s role in the project.  Will you be working on the design concept collaboratively? Or will certain team members function as consultants on particular issues?  Note: if you are going to sub-contract specific tasks (like engineering or fabrication), it is not necessary to include those people in your application.
Q:  How do the payments work?
A:  AIPP contracts pay per milestone.  The selected artist, or team, will be put under contract to design the artwork.  Once the design is approved, the selected artist, or team, will be put under contract to fabricate and install the artwork.  The milestones are negotiated between the artist and AIPP.
Q:  What is the time frame for the artwork?
A:  The entire construction project will take approximately one year, with anticipated completion in October of 2016.  The schedule for the artwork is flexible however if any part of the artwork is associated with work that the contract is doing, then those elements must be coordinated in a timely fashion. 
Q:  What is the square footage of the area in front of the library (artwork opportunity area)?

A:  The square footage is a little over 1500 square feet.

Q:  Are there any restrictions on height?
A:  There are no restrictions on height other than the limitations of the budget.  Any proposed artwork will be reviewed by appropriate bodies within the City to ensure safety and durability.

Q:  Is it appropriate to apply as a creative studio?
A:  We are seeking qualifications from professional visual artists.  Applications can include work done as part of a creative studio/design firm however the application should clearly state who is applying (individuals) for the commission.  A professional visual artist is defined as: “a practitioner in the visual arts with an original, self-conceptualized body of work, generally recognized by critics and peers as a professional possessing serious intent and ability.”
Additional Q&A

Q:  What you are looking for now is not proposals but rather references of past work, correct?
A:  Yes.

Q.  What information should be included with each image?
A.  It is very important to include the following information with each image you submit: title of work, location, commissioning agency (if applicable), budget, year completed, your role in the creation of the work (design, fabricator, etc).
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