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PARK BACKGROUND
The Onion Creek Metro Park is 555-acres of parkland 
located in southeast Travis County, just south of Onion 
Creek. The city-owned park is relatively flat, wooded and 
sits undeveloped. The 180-acre Onion Creek Greenbelt 
is north of the Onion Creek, which is 79 miles in length. 
The Onion Creek Metro Park was purchased by the 
City of Austin in the late 1990s, making it the largest 
city-owned park in Austin. Nearly 15 years later, a new 
funding source creates an opportunity for long-term, 
ongoing maintenance to be used to build and maintain 
the parkland. 

POTeNTiAl ONGOiNG FUNDiNG SOURCe
Once improvements to the park are made, as described 
in the Master Plan, funding for maintenance and 
operations costs can come from a newly formed Onion 
Creek Park District. The Park District was created in 
2013 by the Texas legislature specifically to provide 
ongoing funding for the Onion Creek Metro Park through 
fees charged to homeowners in the yet to be developed 
adjacent Goodnight Ranch community.

HiSTORiA Del PARqUe
Onion Creek Metro Park forma 555 hectáreas de zonas 
verdes situadas en el sureste de Travis County, justo 
al sur de Onion Creek. el parque, cuya propiedad 
permanece a la ciudad, es relativamente plana, arbolada 
y se encuentra sin desarrollar. esta ubicada dentro de 
los 211 kilómetros cuadrados de la Cuenca de Onion 
Creek donde la longitud total del arroyo es de 79 millas. 
los 180 acres del Onion Creek Greenbelt se encuentran 
al norte de Onion Creek, y  Metro Park se extiende 
sobre 2.5 millas del arroyo. Onion Creek Metro Park fue 
comprado por la ciudad de Austin a finales de 1990, lo 
que lo convierte en el parque más grande de la ciudad 
de Austin. Casi 15 años después, una nueva fuente 
de financiamiento crea una oportunidad para que el 
mantenimiento a largo plazo continue y se utilize para 
construir y mantener el parque.

POSiBle FUeNTe De FiNANCiAMieNTO 
Una vez que se realicen los mejoramientos en el parque, 
como se describen en el 
Plan Maestro, la financiación de los costos de 
mantenimiento y de operaciones pueden 
provenir de un recién formado Onion Creek Park District. 
el Park District fue creado en 2013 por la legislatura 
de Texas específicamente para proporcionar una 
financiación continua para el Onion Creek Metro Park 
a través de las cuotas cobradas a los propietarios de 
viviendas en la futura comunidad Good Night Ranch. 

Future growth
crecimiento Futuro 

park conteXt contexto del Parque

downtown
austin

For more inFormation
∙ OCMP Website: 
  www.austintexas.gov/onioncreekpark 
∙ SpeakUpAustin.org
∙ Austin 311 (24/7)

contact us
∙ Email:
  onioncreek@makingthingsclear.com
∙ 512.646.1478
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About the Master Plan
Answering the question, “What can OCMP become?” is the 
central focus of the Onion Creek Metro Park Master Plan. 
Based on input from residents, community leaders and city 
planners, a Master Plan will be developed for the 555-acre 
regional park. The master planning process is being conducted 
in two phases and will take into account input from nearby 
residents, as well as the general public.

Potential Ongoing Funding Source
Once improvements to the park are made, as described in the 
Master Plan, funding for maintenance and operations costs can 
come from a newly formed Onion Creek Park District. The Park 
District was created in 2013 by the Texas Legislature specifically 
to provide ongoing funding for the Onion Creek Metro Park 
through fees charged to homeowners in the yet to be developed 
adjacent Goodnight Ranch community. 

ONION CREEK 
METROPOLITAN PARK

FOR MORE INFO:
onioncreek@makingthingsclear.com
512.646.1478
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PHASE 1
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Onion Creek Metro Park Background
The Onion Creek Metro Park is 555-acres of parkland 
located in southeast Travis County, just south of Onion 
Creek. The city-owned park is relatively flat, wooded and 
sits undeveloped. The 180-acre Onion Creek Greenbelt is 
north of the Onion Creek, which is 79 miles in length. The 
Onion Creek Metro Park was purchased by the City of Austin 
in the late 1990s, making it the largest city-owned park in 
Austin. Nearly 15 years later, a new funding source creates 
an opportunity for improvements and long-term, ongoing 
maintenance to be used to build and maintain the parkland.

FACT SHEET

Public Input
Ultimately, the regional park master plan may include ideas 
for improvements to open spaces and Onion Creek, making 
both more accessible to the public. The public is asked to 
provide input on accessible trails for walking, running, or 
biking; dog parks; equestrian activities; ball fields; and areas 
in the park for gatherings. Citizens will have an opportunity 
to discuss new facilities for recreation or multi-entertainment, 
exercise and education.
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ABOUT THe MASTeR PlAN
Answering the question, “What can  OCMP become?” is the central 
focus of the Onion Creek Metro Park Master Plan (OCMP). Based on 
input from residents, community leaders and city planners, a master 
plan will be developed for the 555-acre regional park. The master 
planning process is being conducted in two phases and will take 
into account input from nearby residents, as well as the general 
public.
PHASe 1 - Vision Statement
PHASe 2 - Draft and Final Master Plan 

The regional park master plan may include ideas for: 
· improvements to open spaces and onion creek
· accessible trails for walking, running, or biking
· dog parks
· equestrian activities
· ball fields
· areas in the park for gatherings.
· recreation or multi-entertainment facilities
· exercise areas
· educational opportunities
· other ideas

The Austin Parks Foundation is leading the planning process 
in collaboration with the City of Austin Parks and Recreation 
Department. 
The Master Plan is expected to be completed by the summer of 
2015.

SOBRe el PlAN MAeSTRO
Respondiendo a la pregunta: “¿Qué puede llegar a ser OCMP?” 
es la meta central del Plan Maestro de Onion Creek Metro Park 
(OCMP). Con base en las aportaciones de los residentes, líderes 
comunitarios y planificadores de la ciudad, un Plan Maestro se 
desarrollará para el parque regional de 555 acres. el proceso de 
planificación se llevara a cabo en dos fases y tomara en cuenta las 
aportaciones de los residentes cercanos, así como las del público 
en general.
Fase 1 - Desarrollar Declaración de Visión 
Fase 2 - Preparar Plan Preliminar y Plan Maestro final
El Plan Maestro del parque regional puede incluir ideas para: 
· mejoramientos de espacios al aire libre y Onion Creek 
· senderos accesibles para caminar, correr o andar en bicicleta 
· parques para perros 
· actividades ecuestres 
· campos deportivos 
· áreas en el parque para reuniones
· instalaciones de recreación o de entretenimiento múltiple 
· áreas de ejercicio 
· oportunidades educativas 
·  otras ideas.

la fundación Austin Parks Foundation está dirigiendo el proceso de 
planificación en colaboración con el Departamento de Parques y 
Recreación de la Ciudad de Austin. Se espera que el Plan Maestro 
esté terminado para el verano de 2015. 
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w h a t  c a n  o n i o n  c r e e k  m e t r o  p a r k  b e c o m e ?
¿ Q U é  P U E d E  l l E G A R  A  S E R  O n I O n  C R E E k  M E T R O  P A R k ? 

About the Master Plan
Answering the question, “What can OCMP become?” is the 
central focus of the Onion Creek Metro Park Master Plan. 
Based on input from residents, community leaders and city 
planners, a Master Plan will be developed for the 555-acre 
regional park. The master planning process is being conducted 
in two phases and will take into account input from nearby 
residents, as well as the general public.

Potential Ongoing Funding Source
Once improvements to the park are made, as described in the 
Master Plan, funding for maintenance and operations costs can 
come from a newly formed Onion Creek Park District. The Park 
District was created in 2013 by the Texas Legislature specifically 
to provide ongoing funding for the Onion Creek Metro Park 
through fees charged to homeowners in the yet to be developed 
adjacent Goodnight Ranch community. 

ONION CREEK 
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onioncreek@makingthingsclear.com
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Onion Creek Metro Park Background
The Onion Creek Metro Park is 555-acres of parkland 
located in southeast Travis County, just south of Onion 
Creek. The city-owned park is relatively flat, wooded and 
sits undeveloped. The 180-acre Onion Creek Greenbelt is 
north of the Onion Creek, which is 79 miles in length. The 
Onion Creek Metro Park was purchased by the City of Austin 
in the late 1990s, making it the largest city-owned park in 
Austin. Nearly 15 years later, a new funding source creates 
an opportunity for improvements and long-term, ongoing 
maintenance to be used to build and maintain the parkland.

FACT SHEET

Public Input
Ultimately, the regional park master plan may include ideas 
for improvements to open spaces and Onion Creek, making 
both more accessible to the public. The public is asked to 
provide input on accessible trails for walking, running, or 
biking; dog parks; equestrian activities; ball fields; and areas 
in the park for gatherings. Citizens will have an opportunity 
to discuss new facilities for recreation or multi-entertainment, 
exercise and education.
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About the Master Plan
Answering the question, “What can OCMP become?” is the 
central focus of the Onion Creek Metro Park Master Plan. 
Based on input from residents, community leaders and city 
planners, a Master Plan will be developed for the 555-acre 
regional park. The master planning process is being conducted 
in two phases and will take into account input from nearby 
residents, as well as the general public.

Potential Ongoing Funding Source
Once improvements to the park are made, as described in the 
Master Plan, funding for maintenance and operations costs can 
come from a newly formed Onion Creek Park District. The Park 
District was created in 2013 by the Texas Legislature specifically 
to provide ongoing funding for the Onion Creek Metro Park 
through fees charged to homeowners in the yet to be developed 
adjacent Goodnight Ranch community. 
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Onion Creek Metro Park Background
The Onion Creek Metro Park is 555-acres of parkland 
located in southeast Travis County, just south of Onion 
Creek. The city-owned park is relatively flat, wooded and 
sits undeveloped. The 180-acre Onion Creek Greenbelt is 
north of the Onion Creek, which is 79 miles in length. The 
Onion Creek Metro Park was purchased by the City of Austin 
in the late 1990s, making it the largest city-owned park in 
Austin. Nearly 15 years later, a new funding source creates 
an opportunity for improvements and long-term, ongoing 
maintenance to be used to build and maintain the parkland.

FACT SHEET

Public Input
Ultimately, the regional park master plan may include ideas 
for improvements to open spaces and Onion Creek, making 
both more accessible to the public. The public is asked to 
provide input on accessible trails for walking, running, or 
biking; dog parks; equestrian activities; ball fields; and areas 
in the park for gatherings. Citizens will have an opportunity 
to discuss new facilities for recreation or multi-entertainment, 
exercise and education.
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FlOODPlAiN DeFiNiTiON

Depending on how much rain there’s been, 
Austin’s creeks may be bone dry, gently 
flowing with water or a raging torrent. The 
floodplain is the area of land that is likely to 
be under water when the creek rushes over 
its banks. in a sense, the floodplain is the full 
extension of the creek. 

The 100-year floodplain is the land that is 
predicted to flood during a 100-year storm, 
which has a 1% chance of occurring in any 
given year. you may also hear the 100-year 
floodplain called the 1% annual chance 
floodplain or base flood. Areas within the 100-
year floodplain may flood in much smaller 
storms as well. The 100-year floodplain is 
used by FeMA to administer the federal flood 
insurance program and the City of Austin to 
regulate development.

DeFiNiCióN De PlANiCie De iNUNDACióN 

Dependiendo de la cantidad de lluvia que 
haya habido, arroyos de Austin pueden ser 
completamente secos, fluyir suavemente con 
agua o ser una torrente furiosa. la planicie 
de inundación es el área de tierra que es 
probable que sea bajo el agua cuando el 
arroyo se precipita sobre sus orillas. en 
cierto sentido, la planicie de inundación es la 
extensión completa de la quebrada. 

la planicie de inundación de 100 años es 
la tierra que se prevé que las inundaciones 
durante una tormenta de 100 años, que tiene 
un 1% de probabilidad de ocurrir en cualquier 
año dado. Usted también puede oír la planicie 
de inundación de 100 años llamada la 
planicie de inundación probabilidad anual de 
1% o inundación base. las áreas dentro de 
la zona de inundación de 100 años pueden 
inundar en las tormentas más pequeñas 
también. la planicie de inundación de 100 
años es utilizado por FeMA para administrar 
el programa de seguro federal contra 
inundaciones y la ciudad de Austin para 
regular el desarrollo.

100 Year FLoodpLain Planicie de inundación 100 años 100 Year FLoodpLain
organización de Planicie de inundación

302 acres = 54%
deL parQue en  
La pLancie de
inundación

onion creek watershed
La cuenca onion creek 

park breakdown
Las porciones deL parque  

About the Master Plan
Answering the question, “What can OCMP become?” is the 
central focus of the Onion Creek Metro Park Master Plan. 
Based on input from residents, community leaders and city 
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potentiaL park eLements Posible elementos del Parque

nature urban
ACTIVE
TRADITIONAL PLAYGROUND
SPLASH PARK
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MODEL AIRPLANES
WIRELESS  HUB

PASSIVE
NATURE PATHS
SEED COLLECTION
HAMMOCK GROVE
PORCH SWING GROVE
GREAT LAWN
ACTIVITY MEADOWS
GREAT HILL
CREEK BEACHES
EQUESTRIAN TRAILS
STAR GAZING
CREEK OVERLOOKS
BIRDING CENTER
PICNIC GROVE
TREEHOUSES
PEDI-CAB
OBSERVATION TOWER

NATURE
FOREST RESTORATION
PRAIRIE RESTORATION
STREAM RESTORATION
WILDFLOWER FIELDS
BIOSWALES
WATER CONSERVATION
DETENTION LAKE
DEMONSTRATION WETLANDS
INVASIVES REMOVAL
WILDLIFE HABITAT 
NATIVE PLANT NURSERY
GRAZING ANIMALS
NATURE EDUCATION
ECOLOGICAL RESEARCH SITES
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FARM

1. Over the next 20 years, what wOuld  yOu 
 like tO see OniOn Creek MetrO Park 
 beCOMe?
2. what dOn’t yOu want tO see?
3. whO shOuld OniOn Creek MetrO Park 
 serve?
4. as the PrOjeCt teaM begins tO develOP the 
 visiOn stateMent, Please let us knOw 
 abOut the values that are iMPOrtant tO
 yOu:
  a. envirOnMental sustainability
  b. aCCess tO “natural” OPen sPaCes
  C. COMMunity COnneCtiOns
  d. regiOnal Park and trail COnneCtiOns
  e. Culture based PrOgraMs
  F. eduCatiOn OPPOrtunities

Your roLe
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Onion Creek Metro Park Background
The Onion Creek Metro Park is 555-acres of parkland 
located in southeast Travis County, just south of Onion 
Creek. The city-owned park is relatively flat, wooded and 
sits undeveloped. The 180-acre Onion Creek Greenbelt is 
north of the Onion Creek, which is 79 miles in length. The 
Onion Creek Metro Park was purchased by the City of Austin 
in the late 1990s, making it the largest city-owned park in 
Austin. Nearly 15 years later, a new funding source creates 
an opportunity for improvements and long-term, ongoing 
maintenance to be used to build and maintain the parkland.
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Public Input
Ultimately, the regional park master plan may include ideas 
for improvements to open spaces and Onion Creek, making 
both more accessible to the public. The public is asked to 
provide input on accessible trails for walking, running, or 
biking; dog parks; equestrian activities; ball fields; and areas 
in the park for gatherings. Citizens will have an opportunity 
to discuss new facilities for recreation or multi-entertainment, 
exercise and education.

P R O J E C T  T I M E L I N E

2014 2015 2016

Summer
2014

Winter
2014

79

2222

1

620

620

MANOR

CREEDMOOR

CEDAR

GEORGETOWN

LEANDER

29
29

LIBERTY HILL

PARK

ROUND
ROCK

HUTTO

PFLUGERVILLE

AUSTIN

DRIPPING
SPRINGS

BUDA

1431

1431

KYLE

29

71

71

WEST
LAKE
HILLS

35

183

360

360

1

35

35

71

183

183

290

MUSTANG
RIDGE

290

183

130
TOLL

1
TOLL

45
TOLL

45
TOLL

130
TOLL

130
TOLL

130
TOLL

130
TOLL

Summer
2015

Defines programs, specific 
improvements and phases for the 
development of the vision

PHASE 2
Draft & Final
Master Plan 

  D
EV

ELO
P

V
IS

IO
N

 P
LA

N

  D
R

A
FT

M
A

STER
 P

LA
N

 

  FIN
A

L

M
A

STER
 P

LA
N

 

ONION CREEK 
METROPOLITAN PARK



posibLe eLementos deL parQue Potential Park elements

natural urbano
ACTIVO
ZONA DE JUEGOS
PARQUE ACUÁTICO
CASTILLOS HINCHABLE
TRAMPOLINES
PARQUE INFANTIL
BOSQUE DE AVENTURA
CARRERAS DE VAGÓN
YOGA/PILATES
CAMPO DE ENTRENAMIENTO
ZONAS DE ENTRENAMIENTO
RECORRIDO DE 5K
SENDEROS DE USOS MULTIPLES
BICICLETAS BMX
BICICLETAS PARA RENTAR
DISCOS VOLADORES
TIRO AL ARCO
BÁDMINTON
BOCCE
GOLF
JUEGO DE CROQUET
PATINAJE SOBRE HIELO
LA PESCA CON MOSCA
HERRADURAS
FÚTBOL
VOLEIBOL
TENIS
BÉISBOL
BALONCESTO

CULTURAL
ESPACIO COMUNITARIO
MÚSICA EN VIVO
ANFITEATRO
ESPACIOS PARA BODAS
FESTIVALES
MERCADOS AL AIRE LIBRE
ESTACIONAMIENTO
FOGATAS
CENTRO DE VISITANTES
CENTRO DE EDUCACIÓN
MUSEO INFANTIL
BIBLIOTECA
JARDINES DE LA COMUNIDAD
CAFÉS
CAMIÓNES DE COMIDA
PARILLAS
PABELLÓN DE PICNIC
PABELLÓNES
PARQUE PARA PERROS
ESCUELA ECUESTRE
INSTALACIONES DE ARTE
ARTE INTERACTIVO
ESTUDIO DE ARTE
PARQUE DE ESCULTURAS
JARDÍN DE MARIPOSAS
JARDÍN BOTANICO
LABERINTO
GLOBOS DE AIRE CALIENTE
VOLAR AVIONES A ESCALA
INTERNET INALÁMBRICO

PASIVO
SENDEROS
COLECCIÓN DE SEMILLAS
HAMACAS
GRAN PASTOS
PRADERAS PARA ACTIVIDADES
ACCESO AL ARROYO
CAMINOS ECUESTRE
OBSERVAR LAS ESTRELLAS
VISTAS AL ARROYO
CENTRO DE OBSERVACIÓN
 DE AVES
ÁREAS DE PICNIC
CASITAS DE ÁRBOLES
TRICICLOS
TORRES DE OBSERVACIÓN

NATURAL
RESTAURACIÓN FORESTAL
RESTAURACIÓN  PRADERA
RESTAURACIÓN  DE 
ARROYOS
PRADOS DE FLORES SILVES-
TRES
CANAL DE FILTRACIÓN
 BIOLÓGICA
CONSERVACIÓN DEL AGUA
ESTANQUES DE AGUA
DEMOSTRACIÓN DE LOS
 HUMEDALES
ELIMINACIÓN DE ESPECIES
 INVASORAS
HÁBITAT DE LA FAUNA
VIVERO DE PLANTAS 
NATIVAS
ANIMALES DE PASTOREO
INVESTIGACIÓN ECOLÓGICA
GRANJA DE ENERGÍA 
SOSTENIBLE

About the Master Plan
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Based on input from residents, community leaders and city 
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regional park. The master planning process is being conducted 
in two phases and will take into account input from nearby 
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Potential Ongoing Funding Source
Once improvements to the park are made, as described in the 
Master Plan, funding for maintenance and operations costs can 
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Onion Creek Metro Park Background
The Onion Creek Metro Park is 555-acres of parkland 
located in southeast Travis County, just south of Onion 
Creek. The city-owned park is relatively flat, wooded and 
sits undeveloped. The 180-acre Onion Creek Greenbelt is 
north of the Onion Creek, which is 79 miles in length. The 
Onion Creek Metro Park was purchased by the City of Austin 
in the late 1990s, making it the largest city-owned park in 
Austin. Nearly 15 years later, a new funding source creates 
an opportunity for improvements and long-term, ongoing 
maintenance to be used to build and maintain the parkland.

FACT SHEET

Public Input
Ultimately, the regional park master plan may include ideas 
for improvements to open spaces and Onion Creek, making 
both more accessible to the public. The public is asked to 
provide input on accessible trails for walking, running, or 
biking; dog parks; equestrian activities; ball fields; and areas 
in the park for gatherings. Citizens will have an opportunity 
to discuss new facilities for recreation or multi-entertainment, 
exercise and education.
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Onion Creek Metro Park was purchased by the City of Austin 
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Austin. Nearly 15 years later, a new funding source creates 
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maintenance to be used to build and maintain the parkland.
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for improvements to open spaces and Onion Creek, making 
both more accessible to the public. The public is asked to 
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About the Master Plan
Answering the question, “What can OCMP become?” is the 
central focus of the Onion Creek Metro Park Master Plan. 
Based on input from residents, community leaders and city 
planners, a Master Plan will be developed for the 555-acre 
regional park. The master planning process is being conducted 
in two phases and will take into account input from nearby 
residents, as well as the general public.

Potential Ongoing Funding Source
Once improvements to the park are made, as described in the 
Master Plan, funding for maintenance and operations costs can 
come from a newly formed Onion Creek Park District. The Park 
District was created in 2013 by the Texas Legislature specifically 
to provide ongoing funding for the Onion Creek Metro Park 
through fees charged to homeowners in the yet to be developed 
adjacent Goodnight Ranch community. 
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Onion Creek Metro Park Background
The Onion Creek Metro Park is 555-acres of parkland 
located in southeast Travis County, just south of Onion 
Creek. The city-owned park is relatively flat, wooded and 
sits undeveloped. The 180-acre Onion Creek Greenbelt is 
north of the Onion Creek, which is 79 miles in length. The 
Onion Creek Metro Park was purchased by the City of Austin 
in the late 1990s, making it the largest city-owned park in 
Austin. Nearly 15 years later, a new funding source creates 
an opportunity for improvements and long-term, ongoing 
maintenance to be used to build and maintain the parkland.

FACT SHEET

Public Input
Ultimately, the regional park master plan may include ideas 
for improvements to open spaces and Onion Creek, making 
both more accessible to the public. The public is asked to 
provide input on accessible trails for walking, running, or 
biking; dog parks; equestrian activities; ball fields; and areas 
in the park for gatherings. Citizens will have an opportunity 
to discuss new facilities for recreation or multi-entertainment, 
exercise and education.
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1 Zilker Park
Park Features

The Zilker Holiday Tree stands 155 feet tall and is composed of 39 streamers, each holding 81 
multicolored, 25-watt bulbs, totaling 3,309 lights. The Zilker Tree lighting ceremony is held 
annually on the first Sunday in Dec. at 6 p.m.

The annual Zilker Park Kite Festival is held the first Sunday in March each year.
Enjoy a ride on the Zilker Zephyr miniature train or paddling a canoe on Town Lake. Play on the 
large multi-age playscape, hike and bike trails and large full-service picnic areas, six of which are 
reservable. For the swimmer, Zilker Park offers Barton Springs Pool, a natural spring-fed pool 
with a year-round average temperature of 68 degrees.

The sports enthusiast will enjoy the sand volleyball courts, a nine-hole disc golf course and two 
multi-use fields.

The park is home to the Zilker Botanical Gardens, which includes the Taniguchi Oriental Garden 
and the Austin Area Garden Center. The park also features the Austin Nature and Science Center, 
which offers a wide variety of programs for children and adults.

The Zilker Hillside Theatre hosts concerts ranging from jazz to country. Additionally, the theatre 
is the site of the Zilker Summer Musical and Shakespeare in the Park. Bring a blanket to site on 
the hillside and enjoy these events.

The Umlauf Sculpture Garden and Museum is on the south end of the park and is the home of a 
collection of works by sculptor Charles Umlauf.
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About the Master Plan
Answering the question, “What can OCMP become?” is the 
central focus of the Onion Creek Metro Park Master Plan. 
Based on input from residents, community leaders and city 
planners, a Master Plan will be developed for the 555-acre 
regional park. The master planning process is being conducted 
in two phases and will take into account input from nearby 
residents, as well as the general public.

Potential Ongoing Funding Source
Once improvements to the park are made, as described in the 
Master Plan, funding for maintenance and operations costs can 
come from a newly formed Onion Creek Park District. The Park 
District was created in 2013 by the Texas Legislature specifically 
to provide ongoing funding for the Onion Creek Metro Park 
through fees charged to homeowners in the yet to be developed 
adjacent Goodnight Ranch community. 
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Onion Creek Metro Park Background
The Onion Creek Metro Park is 555-acres of parkland 
located in southeast Travis County, just south of Onion 
Creek. The city-owned park is relatively flat, wooded and 
sits undeveloped. The 180-acre Onion Creek Greenbelt is 
north of the Onion Creek, which is 79 miles in length. The 
Onion Creek Metro Park was purchased by the City of Austin 
in the late 1990s, making it the largest city-owned park in 
Austin. Nearly 15 years later, a new funding source creates 
an opportunity for improvements and long-term, ongoing 
maintenance to be used to build and maintain the parkland.

FACT SHEET

Public Input
Ultimately, the regional park master plan may include ideas 
for improvements to open spaces and Onion Creek, making 
both more accessible to the public. The public is asked to 
provide input on accessible trails for walking, running, or 
biking; dog parks; equestrian activities; ball fields; and areas 
in the park for gatherings. Citizens will have an opportunity 
to discuss new facilities for recreation or multi-entertainment, 
exercise and education.
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About the Master Plan
Answering the question, “What can OCMP become?” is the 
central focus of the Onion Creek Metro Park Master Plan. 
Based on input from residents, community leaders and city 
planners, a Master Plan will be developed for the 555-acre 
regional park. The master planning process is being conducted 
in two phases and will take into account input from nearby 
residents, as well as the general public.

Potential Ongoing Funding Source
Once improvements to the park are made, as described in the 
Master Plan, funding for maintenance and operations costs can 
come from a newly formed Onion Creek Park District. The Park 
District was created in 2013 by the Texas Legislature specifically 
to provide ongoing funding for the Onion Creek Metro Park 
through fees charged to homeowners in the yet to be developed 
adjacent Goodnight Ranch community. 
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Onion Creek Metro Park Background
The Onion Creek Metro Park is 555-acres of parkland 
located in southeast Travis County, just south of Onion 
Creek. The city-owned park is relatively flat, wooded and 
sits undeveloped. The 180-acre Onion Creek Greenbelt is 
north of the Onion Creek, which is 79 miles in length. The 
Onion Creek Metro Park was purchased by the City of Austin 
in the late 1990s, making it the largest city-owned park in 
Austin. Nearly 15 years later, a new funding source creates 
an opportunity for improvements and long-term, ongoing 
maintenance to be used to build and maintain the parkland.

FACT SHEET

Public Input
Ultimately, the regional park master plan may include ideas 
for improvements to open spaces and Onion Creek, making 
both more accessible to the public. The public is asked to 
provide input on accessible trails for walking, running, or 
biking; dog parks; equestrian activities; ball fields; and areas 
in the park for gatherings. Citizens will have an opportunity 
to discuss new facilities for recreation or multi-entertainment, 
exercise and education.
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