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Ugh…

Why do I have to write an 
artist statement? 

Can’t my work just speak 
for itself?



When you 
need an artist 
statement.

“A clear and concise artist statement will operate as a stand-in for 
your own voice during those times you can’t be there to share or 
talk about your work in person.”

-Getting Your Sh*t Together



What will I use 
my artist 
statement for?

 Applying to Galleries

 Gallery Exhibitions

 Applying to Grants/Funding

 Writing a Press Releases

 Applying to Grad School

 Preparing for a Lecture

 Creating a Teaching Philosophy

 Introducing Yourself to a Buyer



Who is going 
to read my 
statement?

The general public may scan your artist statement, but most will not 
read it in its entirety. 

Who will fully read my statement?

 Curators

 Critics

 Grant Panelists

 Historians

You should consider your audience when writing your statement. A 
statement the public views at a gallery show will be very different 
than what is needed for a statement for a grant.

 Teachers

 Employers

 Colleagues

 Students



When and how 
should I write 
my artist 
statement?

Your artist statement will be an ever-changing document that 
should be re-written with any new change in your work.

Your statement should outline your:

 Artist’s practice

 Ideas

 Intent

 Materials

 Methods 



Types of Artist 
Statements

You will need different kinds of artist statements, depending on the 
use and changes in your work.

 Full-Page Statement

 Short Statement

 Short Project Statement



Full Page 
Artist 
Statement

“This is the statement you will use most often. It speaks generally 
about your work, your intent, the methods you have used, the 
history of your work, and where you see your work going. It may 
also include specific examples of your current work or project.”

- Getting Your Sh*t Together



Short Artist 
Statement

“A one- to three-sentence statement that includes the most 
important aspects of your practice to talk about the specific project 
at hand.”

- Getting Your Sh*t Together



Short Project 
Statement

“This is a very short statement about the specific project you are 
presenting.”

- Getting Your Sh*t Together



Where do I 
start?

It can be daunting even knowing where to start with your artist 
statement. Try creating a word list!

What your artwork is…

What your artwork is not…

Then use these words to create sentences about your work.



Questions to 
consider



More to 
consider



Other 
brainstorming 
ideas

 Set a timer and write for 3 minutes about your work. Repeat this 
several times, writing to different people each time (stranger, 
family, friend)

 Find inspiration from sketchbook notes.

 Record a conversation with a friend about your work.

 Look at what other artists have written, but be careful not to 
plagiarize.  



How should I 
structure my 
statement?

Start with an Outline…

Introduction – first paragraph, an general introduction to your body of 
work or specific project.

Following Paragraphs – details of work such as:
 Conceptualization/Overall Vision
 Sources/Inspiration
 Media/Technical Concerns
 Subject Matter/Content
 Formal Concerns

Conclusion – recap the most important points of your statement.
Leave the reader wanting to experience the work and learn more.



Artist 
Statement 
Don’ts

 Arrogant/Bragging Language

 Cliché Expressions

 Technical Jargon

 Long Explanations

 Discourses on the Materials

 Poems or Prose

 Anecdotes

 Autobiographic

 Focus on what the work is not…



Formatting 

 Refer to yourself in the first person. This way there is no doubt 
that the ideas are yours.

 Look for redundant words, make sure you didn’t repeat yourself.

 No smaller than 10-12 point font.

 Single spaced

 No fancy fonts

 Be sure to include your name and date at the top



Review your 
statement

 Check for grammar and spelling

 Have multiple people review it for you
 Review for understanding of content, structure, grammar and 

spelling

 Review on a regular basis to make sure it’s still accurate to your 
work.
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